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PREFACE. 



Thb subject of this memoir had often been requested 
and urged to prepare a sketch of his life for the press. 
His labors were so extenfflye and successful, and per- 
formed at such an interesting period in the history <^ his 
nafiye State, as to identify him, to a connderable extent, 
nitii the rise and progress of evangelical reh^on in the 
re^on. It was thought, too, that his life embraced many 
incidents which might be instructive and profitaUe. In 
1844 he made a begmning, and gave a sketch of his 
parentage and childhood. The pressure.of other duties 
then led him to suspend the work. There it remained 
till after his severe sickness, in 1849. The subject was 
then again urged on lus attention, and he resumed the 
undertaking, and completed his early history, and ad- 
vanced somewhat beyond. But it has been found 
necessary, for the sake of avoiding prolixiiy and same- 
ness, to use less of it than was originally intended. 
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' The language, also, of what is retained, required sonie 
correction. EBs diary, from which quotations are made, 
was written with great rapidity, and in all ntuations, 
and, apparently, without any care except mmply to note 
the idea. The reader is therefore apprized, that the 
language is not always precisely what he used. Suoh 
corrections have been made as brevity, or any other 
cause seemed manifestly to require. 

In finishing the work which he had thus commenced, 
the writer has kept in ndnd a pleading object for which 
ft sketch of his life had been desired; and has en- 
d^vored to preserve such facts as bore a mutual re-v 
latbn to his labors and the history of the church. 

The writer has received a mndx smaller eontrSmtion 
of &ct8 from correspondents, than he had hoped. To 
those who have £ftvored \^ in this respect, he feela 
greatly indebted. Many other facts, doubtless, jai^t 
have been collected, if the writer had had it in his power 
to take an extensive tour, and converse with persons 
who were acquainted with his earlier ministerial labors. 
He also deefdy regrets, that nothing of the reports which 
he made to the Missionary Societies which employed 
him has been preserved, except the brief extracts which 
have been published. He has been indefatigable in his 
* efforts to find at least some of them, — but without sue* 
cess. These, in general information bey(»id what bia 
diaiy contains, would have been invaluable. This is 
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mai^fest from a copy of oae wtdeh renmiited amcMig ' 
hk papers. 

Tbe portrait accompaziying this Tolume is from a 
painting bj Badger, taken in July, 1887. He was tbm 
SeventjHBeven years old. It is an exoeUent likeness^ 
except that one eye is tamed a little outward. This 
was not natural to him, but probably esdsted at the time, 
owing to a weakness in the organ, in consequence of 
which he lost the use of it, some years before his death* 
The lithograph was taken some years smce, and the 
reader will excuse its size. 

The writer has deeply felt his incompetence to give 
to the public such a work as, respecting such a man, 
it had a right to expect. He has often trembled, and 
been ready to stop and try to get the undertaking into 
other hands. But events have so occurred, in provi- 
dence, as to devolve the responsibility upon him; and he 
has endeavored, to the best of his ability, to meet it. 
With all his mis^vings, however, he confesses the exist- 
ence of a deep interest in the prosecution of the work. 
It has revived afresh the scenes of his childhood. It 
has placed before him imts of character in a revered 
parent, on which he has loved to look. It has impressed 
on him more strongly than ever a sense of his obligations 
to God fof ' such a parent, whose pety was more deep, 
and thorough, and practical, than, — with all he had pre* 
vioody known,— -he had supposed ; and he feels that he 



ought to be much better tor ibe bri^ example whidi 

has thus passed in reTiew before hhn. Mach &De has 

been required for the pemsal of a vdoiQunoiis diaiy ; 

and a change m the imter's field of labor has occasioned 

some intermption and delay. Bat at length he has the 

pleasure of commending the trork to God and the Chris* 

tian public, hojung that it maj mioister something to the 

edification of the pious, and ttie adTancem^t of the 

Redeemer's Ungdom* 

J. SEWALL. 
April 20, 1862. 
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MEMOIR. 



CHAPTER I. 

filS PABENTA6E, CONYEBSION, SINGLE LIFE, AND MABRIAOK. 

The fiying nmj be benefited bj the dead. A knowledge 
of the histories of tiiose whom Gk>d has raised up to serve 
him on earth, perpetuates their influence. It brings instructioii, 
and furnishes material f<M* improvement To review their lives 
is like looking into a glass. It shows us, in varjing ciicnm* 
stances, the workings of minds and hearts like our own. It 
unfolds, also, the dealings of God with those who have gone 
before us, — how he has instructed, disciplined, and guided 
them ; and tends to strengthen faith, encourage hope, and 
excite to activity, bj presenting various instances of God's 
kindness, faithAilness, and care. 

The following memoir is intended to be a sketdi of the lift 
and Iskbors of one whom Grod appears to have raised up for a 
special purpose, and endowed with more than ordinarj grace. 
It is fraught with a variety of incidents which, it is hoped, 
win be profitable to the reader. And it will not be the less 
interesting from the fact that the life of its subject stretdies 
back into what is now begmning to be ' olden times,' and 
ecmes to us connected with things as they were in the earlier 
ystoiy of his native State. 

He has given us the following account of his parentage, 
esri J life, and conversion : --» 
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* I If AS bam in Yoikj MBiney Tuesdaj, Januaiy 1, 17^ 
Mj fathcr^s name was Henrj, son of Nicholas, son of John, son 
of Henry, son of Henry, son of Henry Sewall, £sq^ who was 
some time mayor of the city of Coventry in England. My 
mother was Abigail Titcomb, of Newbury, Mass. My fikther, 
being deprived of his &ther comparatively yomig, was appren« 
ticed to a mason, and enjoyed very limited means of edacati<»i. 
My parents were professors of religion. But the business of 
instructing and catechizing the children, (of whom I was the 
youngest of five,) fell principally upon my mother, whose eaiiy 
advantages had been better than those of my father. The 
instructions thus received, impressed my mind while I was 
very young. I recollect having had many serious inquiries 
reqpectang the existence of God, the creation of the world, 
and my own existence, when I was about three years okL 
And fiom that time forward, I had more or less serious 
thoughts* In the absence of my fiither, my mother frequent- 
ly prayed with us ; and some of the expressions she used 
impressed me. When teaching us the catechism, she oftea 
ialerspersed sudi remarks and exhortations as made me we^ 

* At a littie rising of four years old, I was sent to sdiocd; 
but my extreme bashfulness caused me to dislike it» It was 
some tune before I could so master my timidity as to endure 
being called out to read aloud before the school without eiying. 
When I began to notice thmgs at meeting on the Sabbath, I 
saw the deaeon rise and read the hymn, line by line, to be 
song. I thought I could never have courage to do that ; and 
was solicitous to know whether all old men became deacons. 
On learning that they did not^ I was quite relieved by the 
thought, that, should I live to be old, I might not become a 
deacon, and should thus escape reading the psalm. 

* As a scholar, I was dull. My book was not loved ; and 
my intellect was slow in developing. The advantages of the 
common school then, were by no means what they are now ; 
and my progress was slow. [At a subsequent period, how** 
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ever, he made eooBidenible adYanoes in arilliaEietie» and tbe 
elemento of g^eometiyy suirejing, and dialings under the 
instraction of the famous Nicolas Pike, — author of Pike'a 
Arithmetic^ — as a manuscript, not kmg since in existenoe, 
shows. His first attention to English grammar, as a study, 
is believed to have been in the winter of 1803.] When I 
had reached mj teens, mj amotion was wrought upon to 
engi^ in reading. I had a taste for history and geogn^hy, 
-*-to which, to a considerable extent, I devoted my leisure 
hours. 

^At six years of age, my religious impressicms wete 
stroller than they had previously been. When I was 
towards eleven, I heard the fiunous Whitefield preach, in 
my native town. It was Thursday, September 27, 1770,--^ 
only three days before his death. His text was John 14 : d^ 
^ I am the way, the truth, and the life." Near the beginning of 
Us sermon, he said: 'My hearers, if any of you were lost in 
a wilderness, and knew of no way to get out, how glad would 
you be to have some one come and show you. You are all 
by nature lost in a wilderness of sin and death ; and Christ 
Jesus is so kind as to come from heaven to show you the way 
out» Nay, himself is the way^ the truth, and the life.' The% 
after a slight pause, he said, < But there are some who tell us 
of some other way of getting to heaven. Ah, what can that 
be ? A way of works. They have a noticm of building a 
ladder of their own performances, and climbing to heaven by 
it I ' Then raising his voice, and striking the desk with great 
force, he cried out, < Woi^ carry a man to heaven ? Why, 
my hearers, if a man had come to you this morning, and told 
you that he had built a rope of sand, and climbed to the moon 
by it, would, you not think that his head was turned ? — So 
insufficient are works to carry a man to heaven.' 

The following incident should impress on parents the vast 
importanoe of furnishing their children, with good reading, and 
of teaching them the prQ|>er manner of spen^ng their time 
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on ihe 8abb«ilL The impressioiis wiiieh childraii receive 
inm books, may be dedsire of their cfaaraeters and meliilp 
neiB in time, and their desdnies fcr eternity. 

< When I was between twelve and thirteen years of age, I 
read coDatderably in a book entitled, « The ^cere'^^'^ jrC," 
by Bey. Thomas Shepard. The woric was ckiee and search- 
mg. One Sabbath day, at the direction of my parents, I 
fp^^iained at home to take care of the house. I spent most 

the day in reading that book. I felt the force of its pun- 
( ..it exhortations, and was frequently in tears. I tried td 
^phiy. I thought much about praying daily. Previoudy to 
this, I had done little else in praying than repeat the prayefs 
I had been taught in connection with the Oatechi^n. When 
any danger threatened, I had sometimes prayed in my own 
words. Once I wrote a form, and endeavored to commit it; 
bat never used it much. I now thoo^ it high time to ex- 
Iftress my wants in language that a sense of things on my 
mind might dictate. I then resolved to pray daily, n^t and 
morning especially. I began that day ; and, to the best of my 
recollection, from that time to the present [September, 1849], 
I have never passed a day without attempting the duty. I 
think this was in August, 1772. I had not Miowed tliis pnu> 
tice long before I became quite proud of myself, thinking that 
I had become quite good, — much better than many around 
me, who, I feared, never prayed. I did not think them half 
as good as myself — I wished they were. Sometimes, how* 
ever, I was left to do things which I knew to be wrong. 
Then my proud thoughts would be laid low. I would th^i 
pray oflener .than twice a day, and try to be more earnest in 
the duty, till I had made up for my sins, and done that which 
would make the Lord better pleased with me. I thought he 
must pay some attention to such good prayers, and give me 
some credit for them. If he did not, I concluded I should 
think quite bard of him. I thought, however, if I followed 
du0 course, I should soon be converted ; and then, all wooU 
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be W6IL The thou^t tliat I was not ocmvertedy and mighl 
die 80^ would often Stress me. I was ready to saj to mjr- 
Bel£f * Afler all that I eaa do, I am not coaverted, and I shaU 
eertaii;!;^ he lost.' Then I would thinks < Will the Lord take 
aa^ '%v^7 pro&ae person, who never prayed, and eonyeit 
him, and take him to heaven, and leave me, with all mj good 
layers and morality, and send me to hell ? ' I could not en* 
dure the thought And although I would not have dare^-.to 
ioy it would he unjust, such were my feelings. ^ uy 

*' Not &ur from this time, I was much trouhled ahonti iie 
doctrine of election. I had ever believed it ; it was in uie 
Catecfaiaov and in the BiUe. But my heart was opposed tQ 
it. Onoe, when not much over fourteen, as I was ^cmg on 
an errand and reflecting upon the doctrine, I thought, < If 
everything is deereed, it is decreed that I shall go this dis* 
lance, and take (me step after another, at this particular time. 
Then, the wicked thought arose, < Can't I turn about and 
go home, and thus disappomt the decree? — No, that would 
only prove ihat event to be decreed.' I found myself hedged 
]n« There was no disa{^inting or getting rid of the doe- 
trine. Nothing, in aU the course of my convictions, harrowed 
up the enmity of my heart, like the doctrine of particular 
personal, election. I could think of the Divine purposes 
gmerally, as oonc^ned in the arrangement and operation 
of the universe at large, with a degree of composure and 

« 

approbation. But when I reflected on God's purposes in 
jelation to individuals, and my own ^se in particular—- 
when I thought that he had decreed, from aU eternity, whether 
I should be saved gs lost — and when I thought it very pos- 
sible that the decree was forever fixed that I i^ould be eter- 
nally miserable, let me do what I could aside from the dispky 
of special grace ; my heart would rise against Grod in dreacU 
fill enmity. The recollection of this has often made me 
shudder since. I was also ready to quarrel with the terms 
of aalvj^n* If salvation had been suiqpended on something 

2 
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I could hare done, whfle vaocmTerted, to make it raie,it 

seemed as if there would have been some sense in it I But 
now the conditions are, genuine repentance and fiuth. These 
I had no heart to perform, and conld do nothing to lay Grod 
mider obligation to assist me by his special grace. All was 
thus out of my reach, — and I must be dtonned after all I 
could do I Thus my spirit fretted against the Lord* My 
blasphemous heart was ready to think that I could have made 
better terms of salvation myself? Why can 't I be conyerted 
when I have done so much ? I have done all I can, and yet 
I must go to hell I I was not aware, at the time, that these 
horrid and blasphemous exercises of mind were enmitj 
against God. Again I would betake me to my selfisk 
prayers ; and would hope that, if I prayed and cried a great 
deal, the Lord would not be so kardrhearted and cruel as, 
after all, to cast me off forever. Sometimes I would think 
of giving up all means ; and would say to myself, < It is all 
in vain, — damnation will be my portiott in spite of every 
thing.' Then I would wish that I had never been bom, and 
grudge the brutes their happiness. They had no immortid 
souls to be called into judgment ; and I was ready to wish I 
had been made one of them. Why should the Lord make 
raticmal creatures to be forever miserable? Sometimes I 
would tiy to think, < May there not be some way to mitigate 
he]l-t(»inents,— some way to make them tolerable?' But 
such vain imaginations would be scattered by the dreadfid 
Scriptures, which describe the widked as being doomed to 
everlasting fire; and their employment as being ^waUing 
and gnashing of teeth** — all intolerable I -—oh, how dread- 
ful ! I have not bones of iron, nor sinews of brass to endure 
the indignation of Jehovah I And if I had, what would they 
avail before liim who overturns the mountains in his wrath ? 
< During the winter of 1776-7, 1 was three months in the 
revcdntionary army. I met with many trials, but succeeded in 
mamtaining the form of secret prayer. I was glad to be 



eaBed into no engagement^ as mj oonviotioDs of sin made me 
mnch a&9ld <^death« 

< When I was not far from twenty-one years of age, I read 
a sermon which exposed the msufficiency and folly of self* 
r^hteousness. I felt the force of the reasoning, and was con- 
Tinced that I had heen self-righteous. I resolved that I would 
be so no more, but would .try to trust in Christ I then 
thought that I had &eed myself of this sin, though I had no 
idea I was convicted. Not long afterwards, in giving a reason 
of the hope that he was a Christian, I heard a man express 
the conviction, that, while praying in secret and in his fiunily 
before conversiony he was hypocritical and self-righteous. I 
thought with myself, Shall I ever have to say as that man 
says ? I am not converted ; but if I should be, whatever I 
may have to throw away, it will not be self-righteousness,— 
lor I &ncied that I was already free from that, so blind was 
I to my real condition ! I afterwards saw that I had nsade a 
righteousness of my resolution that I would not be self-right* 
ecus I So true it is that ^ the heart is deceitful above all things* 
and desperately wicked." 

The following incident, which seems to have occurred in 
the autumn of 1782, illustrates the pestilential influence of 
religious error, and should operate as a warning to youth and 
to all, to avoid those, both in private and public, by whom it 
is advocated. The incident also shows the importance of im- 
pressing, early and deeply, upon the minds of children and 
youth the great truths of revelation, that they may be guarded 
against such attacks, more or less of which, in different formsy 
they will be likely to encounter. If the subject of this narra- 
tive had been less faithfully instructed in early life, or had had 
before him a less impressive example of piety, success might 
have attended the efifort described below ; and had it succeed- 
ed, how different would have been his life, and how different 
his death, — and not his alone I — < I fell into the society of a 
deist; and heard him, to my astonishment, blasphemously 
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decry the Bible. I had never before heard deistical send* 
ments advanced. I tried to withstand hun, Init with poor 
raccess. All religion, (he argued,) is built upon the prejudice 
of edueatimL You, said he, believe the Christian religicHi, 
because you have been so taught Papists, Mohammedans, 
and Pagans, believe and practise their religions, from the 
traditions of their fathers. Had you been educated as they 
have been, you would have believed as they do. This was 
plausible, and I was obliged to assent. I believed, however, 
that there were ailments in £sivor of the Christian religion 
whidi could be found in favor of no other. The best evidence 
to one's self, I believed to be, on experience of ths power of 
Divine truth upon the s&uL Here I was deficient And, in 
spite of all my efforts to fi>rtify my mind against his sarcasm, 
the thought would sometimes press upon me, How do I knovf 
ihBt the Bible is true ? How do I know that it is not a piece 
of priest-craft, or an invention of men ? And here would 
come a temptation to give up to infidelity. I was harassed 
by his profane jests upon Solomon's Song, and some other 
parts of the Bible ; and was sometimes ready to wish that 
the former of these had been omitted from the sacred canon. 
But had it been omitted, I should have been deprived of 
much oomf(xt to my soul which I have since experienced. 
Once, when tempted to fall ia with infidelity, the passage, 
(* Trust in the Lord, and lean not to thine own understanding," 
came to my mind with considerable force. The command 
appeared reasonable. To throw away the Bible seemed to 
be like giving up everything valuable. And though I had 
not the best evidence of the truth of the Christian system by 
experiencing its poufer, I had that which is next to it, — the 
experience of those whose veracity I would scarcely sooner 
doubt than the things which I personally knew. 

'This shock of infidelity forwarded my convictions in a 
certain way. It impressed upon me more deeply the neces- 
sity and importance of knowing religion by my own personal 
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experience. When I was brought to see the entire sinfulneaa 
of mj heart, I remember to have said to myself, — I want no 
better evidence of the truth of the Bible, than to look into that, 
and then into my own heart : I find my heart to be just what 
the Bible describes it to be — fuU of eviL No one but He who 
searches the heart and tries the reins of the children of men, 
could furnish a description so exact as that which I there find. 
^In the latter part of March, 1783, being a little past my 
twenty-third year, I heard a sermon read in a Sabbath meet- 
ing at Bath from Boston's ^ Fourfold State." Regeneration 
was spoken of under the figure of cutting off from the old 
stock, and grafting into the new. The writer enumerated 
many blows of the axe of the law, Tas he phrased it.) in the 
hani, of the Spirit, which the jLl m JwiU sustain, and 
still hold to the old stock. I found that I had sustained many 
of them, but was still united to the old stock. When he 
described some of the last separating blows, and the person's 
being engrafted into the new stock, and drawing sap and 
nourishment from it, I found that I was a stranger to 
regeneration. Afler meeting, I retired to a lonely place, and 
there reflected on my condition. I had been praying daily 
fpr more than ten years, in the hope of being converted, and 
I was no nearer to it than ever. Indeed, it seemed that I 
was farther than ever from it I was in the hands of a 
sovereign GU>d. He could convert me in a moment, if he 
pleased. But I could do nothing to lay him under obligation. 
I then saw that I had done nothing right My praying, 
reading the Bible, going to meeting, were all from selfish 
motives. God had roquired me to do everything to his glory. 
But I had done nothing with that design. My sole object 
had been my own happiness. I wished to avoid misery, and 
be happy. I had cared nothing for the glory of God, if my 
selfish interests were secured. I then saw, to my astonish- 
ment, that in all my supposed good performances, I had done 
nothing but sin. My entire life had been a series of rebel- 

2* 
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1km against God. I wondered that he had not long before 
entered into judgment with me, and cast me off forever* 
This, should he then do it, appeared so just, that I could not 
<^n my mouth against it. I was then to surr^ider mjself, 
without reserve, into the hands of a sovereign, holy, just God, 
My distress left me; I felt calm, and knew not what to 
diink of this ; but feared that I had lost all my convictions, 
and was about being given up of God. If he should send me 
to perdition, I knew it would be just ; for it seemed to me 
that I was one of the greatest of sinners, — worse, even, than 
the openly profane. In them there appeared to be a kind of 
honesty and consistency, even when they went swearing about 
the streets— T they told every-body what they were. But I 
had been playing the hypocrite, by covering up the enormity 
of my heart under the show of morality and a decent outward 
attention to religion. I appeared to myself worse in the sight 
of God than the openly pro^sme. It no longer appeared hard 
and unjust in God not to notice or allow me anything for my 
good works as recommending me to him. What I had 
esteemed such, were performed with such selfish motives, as 
to render me most odious in the sight of God. I had been 
adding sin to sin, and treasuring up wrath against the day of 
wrath. Oh ! what a wonder of mercy it was, that I had not 
sunk down under the load of my guilt, and received the just 
reward of my sins ! I saw that God had provided a way vtk 
which he could convert, and pardon, and save, such sinners^ 
and glorify himself, if he pleased. But it lay with him en« 
tirely to show mercy, cw leave me to perish. I was led to 
plead, (like a condemned criminal for his life,) with great 
earnestness and many tears, that the Lord would, in great 
mercy, save me from everlasting misery, if he possibly could, 
consistently with his purposes. The words of Esau to his 
father came to my mind with great force, and I turned them 
into a prayer to God : " Hast thou not one blessing for me, 
even for me," poor and hell-deserving as I am ? I continued 
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in this state of mind for several dajs, feeling very tender, and 
resolved that if I perished, to perish at the feet of Christ, beg- 
ging lor mercy. One evening, while I was engaged in private 
prayer, the plan of salvation by Christ opened to my view in 
a new and intensely interesting manner. I saw how Grod 
oonld be just, and justify the nngodly who believe in Jesus, 
without any reference to their good works. It looked exceed- 
ingly, inexpressibly glorious. I was filled with wonder, that 
I had never so seen it before. I had been trained from infancy 
to bdieve that salvaticm is through Christ ; and I thought I 
believed it But it had never appeared as it did then. I saw 
that God would have all the ^ory of man*s salvation, and the 
creature be forever blessed. In receiving this salvation, and 
relying only on the L(H*d Jesus Christ, I was filled with joy. 
And I was ready to inquire. Can these be the feelings and views 
of regenerate persons ? Is it possible that I am renewed ? 
What ! rid of all my fears in this new and unlooked-for man- 
ner ? If this is religion, it is what I never had an idea of 
before. My plan had been : I must pray, and use meansi 
and come up to the hedge which I call conversion, and there 
the Lord must meet me and take me over. But I had to 
give up all my notions about the hedge, and ^ hear a voice 
behind me, saying. This is the way ; walk ye in it 1 " I was 
at a loss what conclusion to form. After a while, however, I 
thought I might say as much as the blind man : ^ Whereas I 
was once blind, now I see." Things appeared as I never 
saw them before. The Bible was new. All creation around 
me assumed a new aspect, and seemed to be praising Grod. 
And Christians, when I had an opportunity to hear them 
converse on experimental religion, appeared new ; and my 
heart was drawn out in love to them as never before. The 
change produced in me caused me to love things which I foP- 
merly hated, and hate things I once loved. Old things seemed 
to have passed away, and all things become new. And I 
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ventured, with much tremblings to indulge a litde hope that I 
had passed &om death to life. 

' About the first disclosure of m j feelings was to a pious 
man, oonsiderablj older than myself. It was in a course of 
conversation, somewhat inadvertently. He inquired. How 
long have you had such feelings ? At my reply he expressed 
much pleasure, and dropped something from which I inferred 
it as his opinion, that, probably, I had experienced religion* 
On parting with him, the thought arose: What have you 
been doing ? You have been conversing in such a way, as 
probably to give that man the impression that you are a 
Christian ; and, likely as not, you are deceived, and will turn 
out to be nothing but a hypocrite. I thought I would be more 
cautious how I conversed in time to come. But when I fell 
into the company of Christians, I heard them converse on 
experimental religion, and was off my guard again, and would 
say something about my own feelings, till eventually it became 
a common thing with me. The saying of our Lord must and 
will be true, ^ Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
speaketh." I had not, however, much opportunity of Chris- 
tian conversation, being here and there at work at my tradet 
[brick-laying ; ] and, toward the dose of the year, I became 
rather lifeless in religion ; but was again quickened. 

< Some two or three years after experiencing the above* 
related change, my oldest brother came to Augusta, Maine, 
then a part of Hallowell, where he concluded to settle. He 
had be^i a soldier in the revolutionary war, from its beginning 
to its end. When he was at home on furlough, our mother 
would converse with him so seriously, especially before he 
left, that he could not forbear weeping. He would sometimes 
express fears that his mother would spoil him for a soldier. 
Afler his coming to Augusta, I had frequent interviews with 
him, and felt much for him in private, regarding him as un« 
converted. Having occasion to go to Bath and Georgetown, 
he spent a Sabbath in the latter place, and heard Rev. Mr. 



JOTHAM SKWALL. SI 

£iners<»i pieacb. The Ixnd's Sapper was administeredi 
The table was spread akmg the broad aisle, and in the cross 
usle in front of the pulpit, around which the communicants 
were seated. [Presbyterian forms then pretrailed somewhai 
in the region.] The oongr^ation generally tarried to witness 
the solemnity. My brother was somewhat impressed with 
the tn^cal form of the table, resembling, as it did, the ia« 
strument of the Saviour's death. The services of the day, 
and the conversation of Christian friends iii Bath and Wool- 
wich, revived and deepened former convictions. He returned 
to Augusta on the west side of the river. In the lower part 
of Pittston, the road lay through about two miles of unbroken 
forest. While passing that, light and peace broke in upon 
his mind. Afterward, the passage descriptive of the place 
where the ark was found on being returned by the Philistittes 
and the joy of Israel on that ooca8i<m, came fordbly to his 
mind : " We heard of it at Ephratah ; we found it in the 
fields of the wood."* This change in my brother was, to mei 
an occasion of great joy. But when, upon conversing with 
him, I found him so strong and foil of assurance, I began to 
think that my own conversion was worthless. This, for a 
time, was a trial. At length I was brought to see that the 
realUy of religion was to be determined, not by its quantii^j 
but by its qwdity. I was then ready to compare myself to a 
pettish child, crying for a piece of cake, who, when it was 
given, threw it away, because it was not large enough. I 
was led to reflect on my feelings when crying for mercy before 
I obtained evidence of my acceptance with God. I thought 

* This excellent man, General Henry Sewall, a few hours before 
his death, which occnrred September 5, 1845, roused from a state of 
debility and prostration, and with much animation repeated to a 
Christian friend the history of his conversion, — thus bringing to- 
gether the commencement and end of his religious life on earth. 
According to the recollection of thai friend, he alighted from hit 
horse, retired into the wood, and there, in the act of giTing himMlf 
away to. God, found peace. 
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I woidd be eonieDt with the leaA cnmh — the least grain — 
the least spark ofgrace^ if it was gdJLj real grace. 

' Not kiDg afier this, some awaking existed in the minds of 
some impenitent persons aroand me. There being no good 
preaching neslr, the setting up of a society-meeting on the 
Sabbath in a private house was proposed. The movement I 
felt it mj daty to forward. When the time and place were 
agreed up<»i, I took pains to drcnlate the information. But 
I was sorely tried, lest I should be called upon to assist in 
the proposed meeting. Not knowing what to do, I was 
enabled to trust the matter with Gk)d.* When the time came, 
being called upon to lead in prayer, though greatly ;tried, I 
ventured forward, and had such unexpected assistance, that I 
lelt quite strong. This, with some attending circumstances, 
occasioned my enjoying, for a time, quite an assurance of my 
good estate. Others ^poke of my gift in prayer, and wished 
me to lead in this exercise at almost every meeting. Before 
I was aware of it, I was quite proud of my gifls. [Is there 
any danger, that, in other instances, a pretended Christian 
assurance may be built on such a foundation ? ] But I soon 
met with something to humble me. It was really needful. I 
know not what lengths of self-confidence X should have reach- 
ed, had not he Lord in the course of his providence given me 
a tamely check. Thanks to His name for it Though many 
reflections were painful, the interposition of Divine providence 
was truly seasonable. Many times since, when I have met 
with young converts, who were very zealous and not too much 
seasoned with humility, I have looked back upon myself, I 
have deeply felt the importance to me and other followers 
of Christ, of being thoroughly imbued with his meek and 
quiet spirit. Some things in my own carriage toward my 

* The following entry in his jonmal probably designates the tune 
■od place of this meeting. < April 17, 1785. Sabbath. Gathered a 
private meeting at Bsq. Pettingill's.' [Augusta.] 
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Boperiors in social staadiiig and in graoe, hai^e iinee oamed 
me many bitter leflectionB. I have longed f<Mr an opporttmitjr 
to ooi^ss to them my fimlts. But tkej have gone^ I hope 
to heayen ; and I can never have it in this ^woild. I camiot 
retrace my steps, and mido the wrong I have done. But I 
am deeply sorry for it, and lament it befixre GkxL May the 
ranembrance operate as an effectual guard in fiitm:«. Mj 
sinsy of heart and life, are many and aggravated. I have 
8<»netimes thought that, codd they be distriboted among the 
whole human fiunily, so that a share should belong to eadi as 
his own, they woold be soffident, without aoy other caose^ to 
sank the whole world, of all generations, to endless perdition t 
For this fearful amoont of sin axid guilt, I mnst give aecoimft 
to God at last ! But one drc^ of Ghri8t^9 atoning blood caa 
remove it all ! What a wonderful device is the way of pardon 
and salvation 1hroi:^h a crucified Bedeemer ! * 

Most of the years 1784 and 1785, he appears to have 
spent in Augusta and vicinity. A few extracts fram his 
diary,* exhibiting the exercises of his jnind and the diaractor 
ci his piety in various respects, will doubtless be gratifying to 
die reader. As it will be interesting to some to have the 
names of persons retained, and to none (it is thought) can it 
be unpleasant or offensive, especially at this distance of time, 
they are mostly in this part of his life retained. John and 
William Bradbnry, (whose names will occasionally be seen,) 
after being settled in life, were his neighbors. They were 
Bosks of Deacon Bradbury of York, who was a near neighbor 
to his father. 

Being at Greorgetown, Sabbath, May 1, 1785, we find the 
following entry : < Went to meeting ; had a comfortable day* 
Found freedom to converse with William Bradbury and 

* He kept a diary from Jan. 1, 1778, till witWn twenty days of hia 
death. He did not, however, make any record of the state and exer- 
cises of his mind till 1785. His diaiy remains nearly entire. 



94 MBKOISQl* [1785. 

SuBHiel SewaU.* Thegood Lord bless it to the good of thw 
tpuls. Mr. Emerson preached from 1 Pet 5 : 7, <^ The end 
of all things is at hand." Found a dnlness in the evening. 
<< Bless the Lord, O mj soul I" for humbling mercies^—- 
fometimes more needful than exahing ones : ^ The timl of 
your &ith woriketh patience." Thursdaj, May 5. < Felt a 
mAenm sense of God's presence ; and was enabled, in some 
measure, to be fisdthful for his cause. The Lord bless it, and 
take all the glory to his great name.' 

The next day, at work on a diimney in Wiathrop, he says : 
< Felt elear in mind, calm, patient, beUeying : praise God.' 
The day following, in the same business, being much alone, 
he says : " I pn^ God that this golden opportunity may not 
be lost to my soul, but improved in self-examination; for 
which I beg thine assostance to keep me humble. Oh ! that 
I may not Ml into folly and jesting, as I have spent mnch 
precious tune heretofore. ^ Were there not ten cleansed? 
But where are the mne ? " How little glory have I given to 
God for being cleansed £rom the leprosy of sin ! Has not 
nine tenths of my time beai spent in yanity ? Oh ! for a 
sense of God's memj to an undeserving wretch! Search 
and try me, O God, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

< Sabbath, 8th. Beceived blessed consolation from the 
word of God, and especially these words: <^Let not your 
heart be troubled : Ye believe in God, believe also in me," 
etc Blessed be the Lord for every crumb of mercy. I am 
surrounded on every side with mercy. The good Lord fit me 
for trials, and keep me in the hour of temptati<m ; and grant 
me yet this one favor, a thankful heart for mercies already 
received, if I am to have no more in tim world.' 

Sooa after this, in conversation with a Quaker, he speaks 

* ThiS} from subseqaent notices, appears to have been the person, 
who afterward becoming a minister, labored for many years in jBdge* 
comb, Georgetown, Phipsbnig, and Isle of Shoab near Portsmouth, 
and died in Bye, N. H. 



ft 

i 



Dec] JOTHAK eXWALL. SI 

of beiog assiBted in lioldiDg tip the law ; but, for his prid«, 
was suffered to err in another point He blesses God for 
this as a correction, intended and circulated to humble the 
pride of his heart. The next day he saw the Quaker, and 
letraoted what he had enoneously advanced : and, (regarding 
the Quaker as a renewed man, though they could not agree 
on some points of doctrine,) begs of God not to suffer hii 
pride or prejudice to hinder charity and union. 

Sabbath, June 5th, he speaks of a meeting at Squire PeU 
tingill's, Augusta ; of feeling the power of God ; and of seTeral 
persons being under conviction. 

December 23, being at Yoik, and conversing with a good 
lady who appeared much engaged in religi^m, he says : ' Btit 
I felt very dull, — a jmHid sinner. It will be a miracle of 
Divine grace if I am ever saved. I beg to have my proud 
heart subdued i my stubborn will subdued; my ali^iafed 
afibetibns turned and chained to God, — disengaged from 
everything this side heaven. I pray that I may never find 
one Impark of eomf(»l till I find it by the application of Chrises 
blood to my guilty conscience.' 

Soon ajBer this, ^[>^ding a night at the fiunily of an unde, 
he says: < Was not ^labled to say anything to the yocmg 
fo&s^ The Lord is just, to stop my mouth for my prida. 
Humility is what I daily pray for ; and I desire to take it in 
the way in whidb God pleases to send it' His habits, in two 
respects, as in many other places, are here indicated — that 
of aiming to carry religion wherever he went ; and of improy- 
ing everything to the good of his own soul. A few weeks 
aft^wards, he makes a different record: ^Went to Sister 
Carlisle's* in the evening. Offered prayer with a number 
of young people. Had a refreshing time to my own souL 
P. B. struck soEDie. The Lord grant tlot it may prove 
tfectuaL' 

Lk 1786, we fiod him beginning to dear his farm in Chea- 

^ His Tomigeat sister, Abigail. 
d 
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tembe, wbkb was then called Chester. SettlemeDts had 
been commenced m Fannington, and in other places in &e 
neighhorhood ; hut only two fiimilies were hefore him in thai 
part of Chesterville where he commenced. A few other 
yomig men began at nearly the same time. The i^thd 
selected constituted his home to the day of his death* He 
began by clearing away the forest, and erecting « a camp; '^ 
and, toward the dose of the year, he built a bam. Too many, 
on thus almost forsaking society, and buying themselves in 
the fofrest, would have left many (^ the activities of x^gioa 
behind them. They would have felt that their bnsuiess was 
to prepare a home ; and that after that was accomplished^ 
and they were settled in life, it would be their duty to serve 
God. It was not so with him. He felt that, in every situa* 
lion, his buginess was to serve God. He acted on this prin- 
ciple. He struggled constantly against the remains of siil 
which he found within him. He kept his own light trimmed 
and burning. Indeed, it may be said of him, in an uncommoa 
degree, that Ms Ugkt wom never mffered materiaikf to tinme* 
He maintained daily and constant communion with God. 

At this period of his life, he appears to have had seasons of 
secret prayer in the morning, at nocm, at sunset, and in Ihe 
evening. In whatever household he was, whether as a boarder 
or for a night, family prayer was offered. And when he lived 
ahme in his ^ camp," God's blessing was asked, and thanks 
returned, over aH his meals. And prayer to him was a 
spiritual, holy, heavenly feast It was a pouring out of his 
soul before the mercy seat, in thanksgiving and supplication. 
If, (as at times,) it was otherwise, he mourned over it as a 
hungry child would, who^ in the place of a needed and rich 
repast, found only husks, — nay, more, with bitterness as one 
who had committed a great sin. If professed Christians 
around him fell asleep or appeared lifeless in religion, they 
were made special subjects of prayer. In behalf of the im- 
penitent — neighbOTs, relatives, acquaintances — he besought 



Ifaij, June.] jotham aswall. ^ 



God, and, not unfreqoentlj, wilh an Bgomj of desire. That 
God would ooovert siniien^ and build up his kingdom in tho 
wilderness he inhabited; that he would bless the churchy 
espedaUy in places in which he had been oonversant ; that 
he would pity and save the lost 'and perishing everywherei 
and soon ccmvert the world, and fill it with his glory ; were 
subjects of his firequent and earnest supplication. 

This abundantly f^pears frcxn his diary, a few extract^ 
from which follow : — 

^ 1786, May 26. Had a refreshing time in the morning. 
Desired to stretch forth my hands to the Lord, and to have 
him gird me, and lead me whither he wilU Oh, to feel like 
day in the hands of the potter. Good Lord, wilt thou re> 
member this dry place, and pour upon it a refreslung shower 
of grace, that thine heritage may increase, and flourish, and 
pcaise Uij great name.' [He was now jit Augusta for a few 
days.] 

< June 27. Felt my thoughts more at liberty from present 
things than they have been lately. Oh, to be disengaged fhua 
every object but God. Change me, ott GUxl, till I am swal* 
towed up in conformity to thee. Heal my backslidings, par- 
don past offences, and give me grace for time to come for 
Jesus Christ's sake, who paid the very last mite to thy hcAj 
law and justice.' 

The following extract is interesting, not only for its charac- 
ter, but as being an account of the commencement of a series 
of society meetings on the Sabbath,* in the place of his resi- 
dence, which were continued, with only occasional interrup- 
tions, for more than thirty years, till a meedng-house was 
built in the place, and preaching, by different orders of Chris- 
tians, became somewhat common : — 

< August 27. Sabbath. Had a humbling, melting season 

: * In these meetings a eennon was read in connection with tiie 
uoal devotional exercises on the Sabbath. 
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to my soul in familj prayer. D. Sewall [at whose house he 

probably was], seemed to lay heavy on my soul. May God 

grant him repentance and forgiveness of sin, through his dear 

Son. 

ft 

* John and William Bradbury, Samuel Sewall, and myself 
met with Thcnnas and Abraham Davenport at their camp,fi[)r 
the purpose of fasting and prayer ; that God would preserve 
and keep alive the sparks of holiness which we trust he has 
planted in each of our souls ; that he would cause his church 
to be established and built up in this wilderness; that ho 
would appear for his cause at Hallowell ; that he would cause 
a general reformation through the hmd ; and that he would 
cause his kingdom to spread from sea to sea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth. It fell to my lot to go forward 
first in the morning. Felt the power of God on my souL 
We spent the day in praying and reading, by turns. Samuel 
Sewall, when his turn came, was so filled with the power of 
God that he could not utter himself, and prc^fessed, afterward, 
that it was almost as much as he could live under. When he 
had ended prayer, it fell on William Bradbury in like man- 
ner, and overpowered him with a desire fi>r souls. We con* 
eluded the exercises of the day with praise and thanksgiving 
to God for his signal goodness in meeting with a handful of 
worms. Take all the gloiy to thy great Name, blessed God, 
—for surely the work is wholly thine.' 

The notice of their meetings afterward, is frequently very 
interesting. 

* September 17. Sabbath. Meeting at my cottage ; and 
I have reason to think that GrOd condescended to meet with 
us, especially in the after part of the day. Samuel Sewall, 
while at prayer, was remarkably filled with the power of 
God.* William Bradbury, also. I felt solemn, and was 

* Tbis phrase seems to hare been somewhat fireqaently used at that 
time to mean, a deep sense of spiritiial and eternal things. 



enabled to witoeas for Gody that he waa present Most seemed 
to be some affected. Oh, that God would take hold of everj 
nnr^^eiate heart bjhb almighty power. Had a good seaaon 
in liie evening. God's holy name be praised.' 

As in the case of every other ChristiaD, seasons of dark- 
ness and doubt occurred. 

^ September 26. Felt quite dull since yesterday morning ; 
bat experienced some relief this evening, Blessed be the 
JLiordGod of Israel. 

< 27. ScHnewhat senseless again. My leaky soul retains 
notfaii^ any longer than God is pouring in.' 

October 2d, after dosing his dayf s work, he says : — ^ 
<Had a powerful season in the evening. Poured out my 
soul to God, that he would pour out his Spirit on Bath.' 

He appears to have felt a deep interest for the church in 
Augusta, and ofben presetted special prayer in its behaE An 
event occurred ibis year which augmented that interest A 
minister had received a call to settle, with whom he at first 
appeared satisfied as a good man ; but the soundness of whose 
doctrinal views he afterward doubted, and whose settlement 
he foared would be an injury to the cause of Christ in the 
place. Happening there, October fourth, he united with a 
fow who observed a season of fosting and prayer to confess 
their sins and to implore the Divine assistance and direction 
in duty respecting the proposed ordination, which was soon to 
take place ; and he speaks of enjoying a peculiarly solemn 
and interesting season. 

< October 30. Was much troubled with lightness and vanity. 
M I am more brutish than any man." But had a comfortable 
time in the evening, — blessed be God. Oh, to feel thankful. 
Oh, to be emptied of everything but the hdy, solemn fear 
and love of €cod.' 

November 12th, Sabbath, he attended a meeting at esquire 
Pettingill's, Augusta ; of whidi, he says : ^ Had a precious 
time to my soul Oh, it is blessed walking near to God. Ob, 

3* 
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ihftt I oottM be ihankfciL How manj preoioas eeasoBs faftv« 
I enjoyed the week past. In them all I think I have »eea 
more or less of my own yileness, no^imgness, and nnlikenen 
to Grod ; — and these are blessed discovmes, without whicb 
the Christian eannot prize the fblness and sa&kieaMsy of 
Christ 

< 26. Felt stapid and miserable in my nuad. Seemed to 
have little or no relish for spiritual thiags. ^ Sin and tmaufff 
(Mght to go together.^' Blessed be God even for the hidtogi 
of his faee. C^, that I might remember, and bear the rebuke 
and indignation of the Lord, — for I have sinned. Corcectioa 
is a blessed' mark of God's ISutMulness. May God, in meecfy 
always make good hi» oath : *^ 1 wtU visk their tramgressioni 
with a rodJ* May I always hear the rod, and him who hath 
appointed it 

^ 28. Felt some outgoing of soul after God, m the ev^aa^ 
in secret Felt a sweet serenity of soul in giviag all my con- 
ceras, temporal a»d spiritual, into God's hands. Oh, my God, 
my springs are all in thee. 

< December 1. Had a eomlbrtable season, momxng and 
evenmg. This life is but a struggle between hfe and death. 
But the thaite is comii^ when life shall prevail, and every soa^ 
who* is savingly united to Christ, idaall burst forth ixQia the 
agonies of death into a glorious immortality.' 

Sabbat, December dd, he seined to be mnch impressed 
by readiBg a book by Mr. James Janeway. He quotes a few 
sentences into his diary, and remaiks upon God'a sen^^g 
prophets, aposl^s, ministers, and teachers to instruet men,— > 
and that, notwithstanding aU the pains take%they turn, away* 
He then adds ; ' Could preachers declaim the rocks into wax, 
or hold the attention of the hiUs by their oratory ; could tibeir 
rhetoric shake the mountains to molehills, or rive the earth to 
its centre, the hardened heart of man would remain proof 
agiffiisj^ the expostulation, unless he, whose prerogative it is to 
turn streams into blood, cut seaff In sunder, shake the Dooim* 
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teins, torn the flint to floods, drop the stttn from theur gphera^ 
and stop the snn m his coarse, put forth his omnipetent arm, 
and bow their perverse wills. Suek is the desperste oonditioii 
into whieh men hare faUen by sin, that God mast bleed Id 
pardiase Md for them, — the /^jf One impotatfvely become 
a sinner to make them bol j ; -^ and yet they wiQ be miseit^ 
Ue fererer, nnless the same Almighty hand make partieolar 
perscDal appMeation of tfaia iafinite expense to th^ souls by 
immediate power.' 

In Febnuuy, 1787, he eommeneed fivmg by htmself in the 
camp or ^ cottage/' he bad buiH.* There he appears to have 
enjoyed moeh ooimnomon with Grod. The religious sendees 
at his meals were o^n seasons of sweet outgoings of heart 
kimnxd God. He evident^ possessed move real enjoyment 
at his lonely board, spread with eoarse fiure, than the mighdesC 
earthly monarch wkh every ddicaey before him and sQr« 
founded by all the splendor which wealth can purchase of 
powencommand, in whose heart ^e love of God is not the 
n£ng pasfiBon. Frequently, in that rough and solitary resi* 
d^ice, were the interests of particular soids^ of Zion, and of 
a perishing world, spread out be^He God in earnest, and, 
(doubtless,) eifoctoal st^pHcalSofi. Who can donbt that angels 
dd%hted to hov^ o>rer that humble cottage, and wkness the 
dcTotions of its occupant, — ready to affixrd any nnnistraticms 
of suf^rt or comfort wHd^ the Highest might direct ? Je- 
boi^ah Mmself, we hesitate not to say, often bent to hear ; and 
many blessings, for man^ souls, were wcm there by the strug* 
gles of faith. The pertinence and force of thoaghts fike 
these can only be felt by a perusal of the recos^ he has left. 
A fow extraets oofy can be ma^. 

* February 19. Eigoyed some sweetness of soul m the 
memHig in giving myself up wholly to be the Lordls, and in 

^Preriottriy, vrhiiib at Chestcrville, he had boarded. Ttom this 
tilt after Us mai^iage, wheo there^ he Hved m his eamp. 
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desiniig to do sometluiig in Gk»d*8 vineyard, if it is only 
dropping a word that may be beneficial to some souL Had 
a good time in the evening in giving myself up to GkKJ, 
and desiring his presence with me on my way to visit a neigb- 
bar. Had a remarkable time in pleading with God for soub 
in the evening, in private. Had James Sewall, with great 
weight, upon my souL Oh, how unworthy am I to plead for 
Bools. All Grod's mercies are free^ rickj sovereign grace! 
Oh, to be kept humble under a sense of Grod's love.' 

2dth, Sabbath. After going to Sandy Biver [Farmington], 
and hearing preaching, in which he was much interested, he 
jnemarks : < I had great solemnity in reading God's Word in 
the evenii^ and in calling upon his name. But oh, how short 
and fleeting are my views of eternal things I How socm I 
lose the precious sense of God's presence 1 Oh, to launch 
out into the eternal world after God, in my views, and to lose 
sight of this vain world and the empty bubbles dl time I 01^ 
my God, make me holy like thyself. When shall n^ em* 
ployment be like that of the angelic hosts, to praise thee 
eternally without sin ? ' 

The evening of the next day, he received a visit item s(»ne 
of his neighbors, and seemed to enjoy it — felt social, and 
played on his viol, — [a bass viol, with which, in after years^ 
he used to gratify his love of music], — < But found afterwards,' 
he says, ' that I had been too light I much lamented that 
the conversation was not seasoned with more spiritual dis* 
course. I often confess that the world cannot satisfy my soul, 
and as often play the fool, and seek it yet again.' 

His diary mentions occasional seasons of private fasting 
and prayer. Two days, during this year, were thus observed, 
January 14, and March 11. The record of both is interest- 
ing; but, for the sake of brevity, the former is omitted. Of 
the latter he says : < I think God was with me of a truth. In 
the morning besought God that some idol might be crucified 
this day, some precious Aga^ hewed in pieces before the 
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Lord, some darling lust pot to death in my sooL Efljoyed 
great enlargement of soul for God*s chnreh, that his deeping 
children might he awakened, and stand en the watdi4ower* 
Entreated God earnestly for HaDowell, [ Augosta ; Onlj two 
days previous, he was pleading in an agony for this place]. 
Poured out my soul for J. S., [afterwards his wife]. Fell 
powerful pleadings for Dummer Sewall and wife. Gave up 
myself and all that I have, or ever shall possess or enjoy^ 
repeatedly to God, with great heart-melting. Prayed earnest* 
ly to he kept in the way of God's cmnmandments while I live, 
and to die triumphing over death through the precious merits 
of Christ Desired, as I was enabled to go fcnth the finrl 
part of this year with fasting and prayer, I might return m 
ihe latter part with thanksgiving and praise. Ferventlf 
besought Grod, if he saw fit that I should enter into the mus 
riage state, that he would go with me, or otherwise let mo 
remain as I am till I lay down my head in the dust. In the 
evening called on W. Bradbury. While I was there, he wai 
so filled with God's presence, that he said he enjoyed more 
in one moment than he could comparatively in a thousand 
years in anything else. Enjoyed enlargement in calling on 
God in the evening, but not such sensible power as in the 
course of the day. May I praise Grod forever for the merclei 
of this day. I believe it is good for God's people to keep 
such crueifixian-da^s, wherein the enemies of God and their 
souls may be put to the sword. I would not part with the 
enjoyment of this day for a kingdom. Desire to take notice 
that God has answered a petition which I have put up to him 
of late, that he would * quicken the few names in this place/ 
which I have seen partially fulfilled this evening. Oh ! to be 
thankful and humble ! Lord, I never shall comprehend thine 
infinite condescension to me to all eternity I ' 

Four days after this, he writes : * Enjoyed a powerful inr 
terceding time for D. Sewall and wife. Oh I may God 
accomplish this great work in them. Was mudi afflicted 
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pArt (tf the day with a view of my past oonchict; [referring, 
probably, ta some follies of youth ; ] may it serve for humilia- 
tion. Had a solemn view at noon, in mraving a blessing, that 
I was addressing the Great God. In the evening had Sao^ 
uel S., who of late complains much of dulness, on my mind, 
with great enlargement that he might be quickened.' 

March 22, he rose early to go to Farmington before it 
thawed. But, having received a letter the day previous, 
informing him of great stu^Hdity in religion in York, he says : 
' Poured oat my soul to Grod before I went, with great free* 
dom, entreating him, with great earnestness and much affec- 
tion, to turn again and pour out the latter rain of his Spirit on 
Aiat place.' Before the dose of the year, this prayer waa 
answered in at least the awakening and conversion of some 
souls there. How many, alas ! when business presses, instead 
ef rising, early to commune with Grod, and plead for Zion and 
for souls, neglect entirely, or greatly curtail, the duty of pri- 
fBiB devotion ! It may give the reader some idea of the toib 
and hardships of these first settlers, to be informed, that this 
going to Farmington was f<Hr potatoes, and was probably with 
a hand-sled on the crust; and that for the grinding of com 
and grain, they had to go to Winthrop, a distance of twenty 
mUes, and of course without much road. 

Of the strength of his religious emotions, we may form 
some idea by the following entry a few days after the above : 
< Were I lord of this terrestrial globe, and could I command 
the riches of the Indies ; could I even call the stars my own, 
and marshal the hosts of heaven, all this splendor «would 
but mock the wants of my soul, if the li^t of God's counte- 
nance is absent Formal in morning duty ; but, asking a 
blessing at breakfast, felt the sensible presence of Grod. Had 
a desire to trample ever3i;hing under foot, with a holy con- 
tempt, that impeded my progress to the heavenly Jerusalem ; 
desired that my heart might be stirred in me with a zeal for 
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God and his cause, firam whom I remve inniimerable and 
unmerited mercies, both spiritual and tempoiaL' 

April 7, he writes : < Some little spiritaal refreshment in 
moming prajer, and more in rettiniiDg thanks at In^akiast. 
Had a longing desire that the great and momentous concerns 
of another w(»ld mi^t be the beginning, and end, and sub- 
stance, <^ all mj desires and actions ; for I find by abundant 
experience, that, ^to be camaBy-minded is death." One 
. endearing look fixxn my Redeemer makes me go on my way 
rejoicmg. But when he withdraws, 'tis nighty and I drag on 
heavily, as Fharac^ when his chariot wheels were taken offi 
But I desire to be thankful that nothing will satisfy me, when 
€iod is absent from my soul ; and I desire to praise him €a^ 
any humbling methods he takes with me; fin: I have ai| 
awfidly proud heart In asking a blessing at diimer, wm 
■greatly enlarged with desire that the great fountain of God's 
love may be set open to purify sinners. But was remarkably 
dead and Ibrmal at sunsetting and in the evening. ^ Tlum 
shuttest, and no man openeth." 

« 12. Had a remarkable out-going €i soul to God this 
morning in going forward in the &mily, [probaUy of aom» 
neighbor]. Had a sense of the unfathomed love of God to a 
perishing world, and the need sinners stand in of being made 
partakers through Christ. Oh I the infinite height and depth 
of the love of God ! how unsearchable are the riches of his 
goodness ! how the loveh/, awfid sense of this bottomless pro- 
found overwhelms the soul, and wafts it f<H:th on the ocean of 
incomprehensibles, out of the sight of this canien^tible moiekiUf 
and all its flattering vanities I I am ready to cry out, ^ Lord, 
it is good for me to be here." 

^ May 1. Had some solemn sense this morning before 
God of his absolute sovereignty. Returning thanks at break- 
fksij had an overcoming sense of the infinite condescension of 
God, that he should ever look in mercy on such a helpless, 
polluted worm of the dust as I, who deserve utterly to be cast 
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ttt, and trodden vmder foot of all created b^ngs, and made 
the ofl&oouring of all th]i^|;8. Oh 1 what indulgence dwells in 
the heart of God ! ' 

The reader will probably be gratified to hear again firam 
the Sabbath meeting before spoken o£ 

* 13, Sabbath. Awoke this morning nnder a sweet sense 
c£ the goodness of God. Enjoyed enlargement of soul, both 
in secret and social prayer, entreating Go^ for his presence 
with us to-day in our meeting: and I think I may say of a 
tmth that Grod was pleased to answer my request. In the 
nMHning, S. Sewall led in prayer, and seemed to enjoy sweet 
nearness to God, and particularly to have had a soul*4nelting 
sense cf the death and sufferings of Christ He stopped several 
tbnes, not being able to utter himself. I felt tender all the 
fere part of the day, and was enabled to plead with God with 
great earnestness and much affection, at the dose of the fore- 
noon service, that he would grant repentance to those among 
US who are yet out c^ Christ In the afternoon, Thomas 
Davenport offered a solid, solemn, sensible prayer. Felt 
miion of soul in joining with him. In reading, from '^ Alleine's 
Alarm to the Unconverted," a description of the miseries of 
the finally impenitent, my soul was filled with such an over^ 
eoming realizing sense of their wretched condition, that I 
could scarcely keep from bursting forth in groans and tears 
as I read. Afler reading, I felt a pressure on my mind to 
say something, which I endeavored to do ; but had such an 
overwhelming sense of things, that I did it in a broken man- 
ner. Most appeared affected. May the Lord make such use 
of it as he pleases. Our little assembly consists of about a 
dozen, beside some children. The greater part, I have reason 
to think, are truly pious. 

< After meeting, felt in a sweet, humble, solemn, tender 
frame. Saw the need of watchfulness, lest being lifted up 
with pride, I fall into the condemnation of the deviL Had a 
view, that, formerly, I have, in this very spot, after peculiar 



nuuifesfatiansy fi>r mmi of waichftrinetei fafiea mio a figkl 
finime of mind, an^ iusenatUyi pniQ haa 0|^riiBg up, and 
tamed the goodness of God into self^applftose, — to mj ff^mk 
pk£ and tiie wounding of mj bouI. I desire to lie down in 
tbe duBt, under tbe footstool, and bless God, that he has at 
this tim^ in any measure, kept me bxsm Hm awful sacrilege, 
and idol self-worship. Not unto me, not unto me, Q Lord, 
hot unto thj great name be the glory.' 

What happy consequences would result, were all ChxistiMt 
as careful to prepare their hearts and minds for a f^intual 
and holy obserrance of tbe Sabbath as did the subject <^ this 
memoir. How delightful and profitable would be the privi* 
leges k brings. With what interest its duties would be paip* 
£irmed ; and what enjoyment and usefulness would be d^sed 
through tbe lives of the members of the household of fidth i 
«<»tbat wifl be a blessed day to Ae churdi and the wchtU 
wh^i this takes place. 

Passing over a number of numtibs, during which his diaij 
testifies the existence of tb9 same deep piety and ccmstanl 
d^YOtedaess to God, — we come to an important event in Us 
history* Fcht years he had been taking steps preparatory to 
entering the marriage stato* On the morning of the llik 
of September, 1737, he was married to Hiss Jenny Sewall, 
daughter of Henry Se wall of Bath. Their fathers were &!il 
eoosins* His mother, and her father were also half-brothav 
and sister* This made their relationship somewhat near* 
This drcumstance, and that of her not being pious, he did 
n/Qt so deeply reflect upon till after he had made such adraaees 
US not to regard himself at liberty to reeede. He then becama 
considerably tried, ^— and carried the matter with mudi earn* 
est prayer to God. The result was, that, as a man of in* 
t^rity, and as a Christian, he felt it bis duty to proceed, 
oommitting himself and his betrothed to the mercy and grace 
of God« She was religiously educated* and might be said to 
ba^aUba^aChxi^tian.' OfW did be pray with her previous # 
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to their marriage, and press the subject of religion upon her, 
while she would be bathed in tears ; and often and earnestly 
^d he entreat Ood, ' even to an agon j of soul' which could 
'take BO denial/ for her conversion. He believed that> 
* sooner or later/ he should < receive the answer^ in her behalf^ 
•*-but was < content to leave it all with God.' It was, of 
eouTse, in good hands. And he wrestled and believed, not 
, in vain. The work of grace in her heart seemed to be 
gradual. But, in the event, he could not doubt its reality. 

At no period of life, ordinarily, are the attractions of thii 
world so strong — at no period is it so likely to absorb the 
thoughts and engross the affections, as when entering the 
married life. The picture which the ardor of youthful &ncy 
is wont to paint is so bright and lovely, as almost absolutely 
to fiisdnate the eye« That heart must be strongly bound 
to heaven, which the attractions of an earthly love cannot 
draw at all from its one great centre. Too many Chris- 
tians, it is feared, at this point in their history, experience 
some diminution in the simplicity and fervor of their piety. 
Sut nothing of this appears in him. In perusing his diary 
up to the veiy time where the eye falls on the remark, * being 
the time set fi>r my marriage,' no suspicion would exist that 
he is drawing near to such an event. The same steady and 
earnest aim to please God, and do nothing else appears ; and 
no diminution of religious interest or Christian devotedness 
can be discovered. His diary for the day preceding and the 
day of his marriage, is thought to be rather remarkable for 
such an occasion, and is here transcribed. Nor let any infer 
from some expressions, that there was a tendency in his dis* 
position to misanthropy. The strength of his conjugal at- 
tachment, as manifested through his whole subsequent life, 
riiows that such an inference would be false. 

'September 16, Sabbath. The Lord was gracious again 

this morning, and granted his blessed presence to my soul in 

% aeeret prayer. The world appeared remarkably fading and 
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passingt so tJiat I felt ao more aftftwihment^tOBayewrtfaljyod 
than I did to the inanimate stones, (which was the oomparK 
son then in my mind). Oh^ thai I may be more and more 
crucified to the world, mortified to every lust, dead to CTexy 
idoL Heard Mr. Emerson from Bom. 11 : 17, 18; but felt 
rather lifeless in religion in time of public w<»8hip. Had » 
good season to my soul in secret prayer in the evening. 
Blessed be the Lord for all his unmerited favors. 

< 17. Desire to praise the Lord for hia tender mercies to 
my soul, who agsun affi>rded me much of his gracious pres- 
ence in secret Earnestly besought God for his presence with 
us this evening, being the time set for my marriage. Let 
me but have thy presence, oh my Gk)d, and I can freely re- 
nounce everything else. Retired at noon, and enjoyed a re- 
markable season ci the power of Grod on my souL Exercised 
great faith, that Grod would grant me hb blessed presence to 
conduct me through all the trials, changes, and t^nptations 
that shall attend my short life ; and I earnestly desired to die 
there before God, rather than live and dishonor him by sin- 
mng against him, — for my soul felt free from every earthly 
tie, and all my wishes centred in God, and I could not de- 
sire to live another moment fi>r any enjoyment I could think 
of below. Retained much of this blessed frame through the 
rest of the day. Felt, in some measure, tender, solemn, and 
watchful. Li the evening, the wedding was solemnized. Felt 
grieved at a number of young people's getting together and 
dancing ; and was more cut to the heart by the silence of 
others who should have reproved them. Was not the sin of 
Eli's children charged upon him, because he restrained them 
not f Surely no person has a right to do anything without a 
supreme reference to the glory of God. Let this truth stand, 
if it cuts across me ever so much. Retired while the dancing 
was going on, and poured out my soul to God, with much 
affection, and in particular for those who were then thus 
engaged.' - 
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The above onbAppj hioideiit iUostrates the truth, that the 
more cf spiritaality and heayenlj mindedneBS exists, the 
sirotiger will be the aversioii to vanity and levity. What 
others may, perhaps, regard as innocent, such a perB<m views 
a departure from the obfects of present existence, and as fos* 
tering erroneous and injurious principles and feelings. It il- 
lostmtes, too, the tendency ci such amusements to betray 
those who practise them into a gross infiracticm <^ the laws of 
real gentility and good breeding, by wounding the feelings of 
sudi as are oonscientionsly averse to them. 



CHAPTER II. 

HIS PBIVATB CHKISTIAK CHARACTEB. — CALL TO THE HUr- 
I8TBT. — LICENSE TO FBBACH. — OHDINATIOK. 

Teee next year, 1788, he oommenoed bj obeerviog the fint 
day as a season of private fasting and prajer. This was at 
his' lone home in the forest, to which he had come some two 
months previous, leaving his wife for a season at her fiUher's* 
Angost 17th was also observed in the same manner ; and 
then again, November 16th. The last two of these were 
Sabbaths. He attended the exercises of public wcwship^ and 
devoted the remainder of the time, more than on other days^ 
to the duty of supplication. These seasons were character- 
iased by the same humbling sense of God's special presence, 
and nemmess of soul to him, and earnestness of entreaty in 
behalf of the objects whidi he carried to the meroy-seat, as 
those which have abeady been noticed. The details need 
not be given. 

March 6th, he commenced living in a family state, by ar- 
riving at night with his wife and goods, at his own habitation. 
The previam diBj, being on the road with a team, and feeling 
miseraUe, as he says, in view of his own follies, he longed to 
be akane. He seized a few mcHUents for retirement on the 
road, and poured out his soul to Grod with much affection ; 
after which he felt sweet inward peace. The evening be- 
fore, he was afflicted by hearing some improper, probably 
vile, conversation, to which and the persons concerned he is 
thought to have r^erence m the entry of the next morning 
and day, which we are unwilling to omit. 

4* 
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* Got a sweet time akme tbis morning. OhI what a aonl* 
consoling thing it is to devote alB heartily to God ! Oh I je 
who drink in iniqoilj like water, if ye knew the unspeakable 
hi^iness of one hoards commonion with Gk>d, how quick 
would you drop your follies ; how soon would ye he sick of 
sm!' 

With such a consecration of his all to God, he entered upon 
the enjoyments of domestic life. But he. was far from bei^g 
absorbed in these ; for, in the family devotions of the very 
next evening, we fhkl him < wrestling hard with Grod for our 
land.' 

llie meetings which had been institnted on the Sabbath^ 
and the leading of which piincipaliy devolved on him, Vfett 
BOW more regulariy attended^ ' They were, geaoaUy, the 
same seesens of oommunion with God and spiritual ^joymeat 
as those which have been noticed ; and in the eourae of ^neir 
ptogress, were the means of the hopeftd conversion of a itain> 
her of persons. And those who found social worship so sweet 
and {Mofitahle were not contented to live without a weekly 
evening prayer meeiiing. Wednesday ev^ung was agreed 
upon, and the first meeting was held at the house of Mr. 
Thomas Davenport, May 21st. And thus was laid the fmmtim- 
tion of anoHier meetmg, whidi, with iaddental intermptioas, 
contioues to this day. The writer distinctly remembers, tibat 
in his childhood the scattered iidutbitaats used frequency to 
travel fiom one to two miles, over bad roads, to attend it 
Not long a^r its coimvienoenieat, the subject of this narrative, 
in the impartial record he kept of his enois as wdl as his 
duties and enjojrments, made the following entry in his diary : 
^ Engaged in other business till it was too late to attend meet- 
ing, which troobled me much ; but fled for vefiige from n 
gmlty conscience to the sin^eansing blood of the predoas 
Saviour.' Would to God tiiat die consciences of many otheis 
w«re as t€«ider as his ! What a new aspect would be spread 
over week-day and other pniiyermeeth^l One great 
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nitatl and dinsoiinigeiDttiii to moblen^^ a^ 

deafe ta ^ew semaoB of wonkip, would panaway ; iMife 

aokod prajer woald ascend; Ibe inflaaioe of mare anlad 

«iihDitatioii and ooaas^ weald be felt; &e dee of bro&mdf 

love woold beecRme more firm and strcmg $ and freater tp mi b' 

aafiiy, activiftj^ imd nae&laeas woidd ehaiacteriae tke eharch 

iiabody. 

His Itfe^ daring ^e year of Ids faitttOTy wfaidi we Inure neiw 
entered, was eharaotmxed b j the eatae oonstaacy of eioKt to 
Ihre near to God ; ^tut eaaae aweet, sotoiB, aoiii*i«£peBliin§^ 
aad fieqa^it eense of bie presence and help ; and tbe aanw 
earnest pleading for inmsdf and tbose aroond Ma^ fiir CMa- 
tiaasaad sinners^ the cfanndi, te land, and the world; as we 
have already notioed. It » iateresting and ias twi c ti v e ta cAk 
eerve k>w las eyeivaa comtanlfy direiDled tothe thaoae «f gr^ 
Wlien gduigioa singii^ Bfteedn^ he praAieed the act by < sosae 
sweet pleading IbrGM'apresenoe to go with 'hioL Ifaboatio 
taheaahortjomaeyy^his smillo^edtofa&ve Qodgowith'Uai, 
«fer, ^1 I eanaot liire wiOioat hka/ Afl his temporal intea- 
este wcareeoaMQaitted to God. % through the badcwardaess 
x£ the seasen, his com was planted late^ the seed oom ud t te d 
to ^ easHi was eotnmencted to him. When the proper time 
for sowing <wialer gram' had passed without bemgiaiprafad, 
he asked for «n(^ a torn of weather as wouid ^ve him tiMe 
af^rtum^ ; aad it was gnoiled* Aoeor£ngto the 8avhMtf% 
dedaratiixi, that not a i^arrow iills on the gronmd witibout 
oar Beavealy Father, he regarded ail things as mider the 
eare and guidanee <£ Divme prov i d en ce. Heaoe triflhig ^o- 
cnrrences were means ef spiritoal improTemeBt Thtags 
whldi most would have regarded as merely easuid, wert seen 
by him to eome ftom the hand of God. If they w«re fisivors, 
they <»lled fo/rik the delightful exerdse of gratitade to i^ 
Grver of alL If the straying of his cattie in the wood oeca- 
siened him tioabie, the finding of them became a ttieaie of 
linttksgi^ring to Q«id. In the irexations of hadKi^; hay 
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Unoagh a new fixrest road) tke Dtvine band was noticed; and 
if his padenoe was eoMed to endure, the Jjord was praised 
&r tliat : if it did not endure, his next dosetrdeyotions found 
^him in humble penitence, <» his kaees before God, coofessing 
•and lamenting the sin* 

The hand of God was equally admowledged in spiritual 
enjoyment, and the want of it ; -<— the ^ne was a cause of 
thanksgiving, and the other of humiliation. His own striv* 
'ings to Uto near to God poesessed no merit EQs best duties 
and performances were extremely defeetire, and needed fo^> 
giyeness. And, after all, it was boundless condescension and 
men^ in God to shine on such a polluted wonn with the 
%ht of his countenance. His best frames were for from rising 
to the purity and holiness he sought ; and, knowing the de* 
eeitfiilness and treachery of his hearty he begged (^ God not 
to suffer him <to make a ri^teousness of such filthy rags.' 
•And when in any duty he was cold and hfdtess, this resulted 
from the hidings of God's fooe, which as a sovereign he had 
a right to do^ or which was done on aoD0unt4)f some unwatdi- 
fulness or sin in him. Under the former as acanse, he lay 
humbled as deserving no good; under the latter, he abased 
faimsdf in penitence and confession. Thus evoy ev^it called 
into exercise some Christian grace, and a practical illustratian 
was furnished of the truth of the apoetolie dedaiation : ^AH 
-things work together for good to them that love Gk>d, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose." 

The strength of his views of the Divine Boyereignty, and 
the effect which these had upon him, as exhibited in different 
entries of lus diary, may be interesting to the reader. 

* Sabbath, March 23. The presence of Grod was sweet in 
secret and fomUy prayer, and also in our meeting. Think I 
may say. Of a truth, God was with us. Longed, and even 
•wrestled with God for the salvation of perishing souls, and 
the universal spread <^ the Bedeemer^s kingd<Hn. Had also 
an awful sense of the threadfnl ioverei^nty of the LIVING 
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GOD! — tiiat he had a r»^ to cast off or save v/hom hd 
pleased ; and who dare saj to him, ^ What doeat thoa ? ** 

Again, < A remarkable time this morning in &asdlj pn^ner* 
Had an orerooming senae of' God's absoiole sovere^^ntj, m 
debasing sense of my oim utt^ unwoithiness €i the kaat 
ftivor firom God's hand, and a realizing sense that it is not for 
anything in me natandly, more than in the reprobates wm 
in hell, that I am not suffering with them the Tengeanee of 
eternal fire. Had also an oveicoming kxigiag desire lor the 
saltation of shin^iB.* 

Again, <My soul ^t a sweet, awfbl, and sdeom seni 
of God's BbsahitB 90vereignt^^ whidi laid me in the dust be* 
neaih his footstool. Fek my ntter unwortfainess. Came lika 
tt poor, goflty, condemned crimkial, and laid hold Ott ofibred 
paidon through Christ' 

WhateTor difficulties may attend ^ dodrine of DiviM 
sover^gnty when viewed as a matter of tiieory or specnlatiQii^ 
these extracts show whether, when ap;died by the Spirit to 
the understancGDag and the heart, it has any tendency to ehaB 
tile emo^^ons ix aetiyities <^ piety. 

Hie same, and his views of the sinfulness of the hontaa 
heart, are shown by the fiJknring: < Had an afibetiiig aense 
of the awful corruption <£ human nature in prayer this moi»> 
ing ; [speaks, on another ooeasion, of hla heart i^pearing to 
him to be the very picture of hxSSL !} also of the majesty of 
Grod, and his power and nght to punish sin ; also of the eQ»* 
descension and love of God through Christ, etc Earnestly 
kmged for the salvation <tf souls, for the advancement of 
Christ's kingdom in the worid, and for sanctification to be 
advanced in my own soul and the souls <^ others. Devoted 
all afresh toGod in the evening. Oh ! how a taste of spiritual 
and etemal things takes away the relish §oft earthly things !' 

This brings us to another point, whid& is dsewhere thna 
Aevekiped : * Had a remarkal^ season this morning, both in 
secret^ readiiig God's precioaswocd, and iasocttalpmyer. Hy 



aodl waAjfitted with God's fleoftible preaenee* Oh ! the im«t« 
terable sweetness of enjoying the Uessed presenoeof QodI 
And if to enjoy a few drops of the loTe of God for a few mo* 
ments here is so unspeakably sweet, what, O my soul, wM 
it be to be filled with God through boundless JSiemit^/ ' 

Should any suppose that fiich confessions of the entire sin* 
fiiloess of the heart as are recorded above are inconsistent 
with Christian integrity, let the following be noticed. It is 
separated from one of those only by a single page. < In prir 
Tate in the evening, [he had been rather odd and wand^ing a 
few hours before,] had a solemn season in appealing to Grod^ 
that his law had been written on my heart, and that he had 
in 8(Mne measure disposed my heart to love him.' 

It is no wonder that one who experiences so much of the 
presence and love of Grod, should mourn under his absence* 
It is not strange that we should hear sndi^ lamentations as the 
following : < Oh ! how tedious is it to serve alone ! how life«> 
less every duty without Godi ' When, on the f<H:enoon of tbm 
Sabbath, (the worship of which was generally so sweet and 
refreshing to him,) he found his heart.eold and his mind wan- 
dering, it is not strange that he should ^ retire at noon, and 
weep before God, and feel impatient at suoh distance fn»a 

And yet it is pleasant to know that sudi seasons with him 
were comparatively few and short, — that they constituted 
exceptions to the general rule and tenpr of his life. It is 
pleasant, when he had occasion to mourn that ' three days had 
passed with little or nothing of sensible communion wi^ God 
in prayer,' that he could add, < which is the longest season of 
barrenness I can recollect for a year past.' And it is gratify- 
ing to find that, on the very next morning, refreshing streams 
of God's love were poured into his souL The Divine promise 
does not fail : << Those that honor me, I will honor." 

Two more extracts, which show the reality, of his ocmsecnip 
tion to God, I am unwilling to omiL 
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Snflfefoig mder liie pan of a wound in the l6g bj a 8C]rtlio 
irludi had been Irritated by a oold, after enjoTing great free- 
dom at the feotstool m pouring out his soul to God, he says: 
<If it is God's will to take me oat of the worid hj this means^ 
I think I have no desire to sta j. I have long ago renoonoed 
this worid. I have nothing to expect from it which is worih 
Hving fixr. Mj hope and my trust are in God throogh Christ 
The most finr which I can desire to tarry here, is to see the 
advancement oi Christ's kingdom^ wliich I hope is at hand^ 

Not long after this, on a Sabbaih, the worship of which he 
had hig^y enjoyed, in an aposiroi^e to the world, he says : 
* Depart £rom me, ye fading vanities d time! I have long 
nnce renomiced you. I am devoted to ffis service who 
made me.' 

He had not yet made a pnbHc pxofesakm of religion. The 
nearest Congregational chnrch was in Augusta, (then, and till 
February, 1797, a part d Hallowdl). Some reasons which 
to his own mind were satisftictory, prevented him finom offer- 
ing himself to this« A few of his neighbors, and some pious 
persons in what was then Hallowdl, possessed the same feel- 
ii^. May 20, 17S9, he and his pious neighbors agreed on a 
joint expression of desire to the persons in Hallowell, to unite 
vrith them in forming a chureh. On the 17th of June follow- 
ing, they were infcMrmed that their proposiU was accepted* 
The subject of this memoir, aft»r < wrestling with Grod in 
secret that his presence might go with them,' went immedi- 
ately to HaUoweU, accompanied by three of his neighbors, 
(probably Thomas Davenp<»rt and ids brothers-in-law, Samud 
Sewall and Abr. Davenport) June 20th, the persons con* 
o^ned met at Esq. Pettingill's, and observed the day as a 
season of soIctqu hsdng and prayer for God's guidance and 
blessing. With ' great tenderness and mutual satisfaction,' 
they gave a reascm for their hope by relating what they had 
e^ierienced of the awakening and converting power of the 
Holy Spirit They agreed to request a council from the 
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aeil^ilHifiag dmndiesy la emboc^ Hkem iato a dmrdL The 
iMzft dnjy they agreed npoa Arliclet of FaiA. Letters were 
sent to the draiches in G^igetown and HaipeweD, reqaest* 
ing a coondl to eoQTene on the tfaixd Satniday <^ the next 
»anth) Jnlj 18th. These diorehes, r^parding the case as 
somewhat < complicated,' and fearing that evil rather than 
good would result from the proposed measore, declined the 
reqaest. On heiuing of this, the sabjeet of these remaika, 
who was manifestly the prime mor^ of the thing, sajs : 
'Felt some grieved at first; bat on fiurther consideration, 
Ibimd some comfortable degree of resignation. Hie-U^-. . 
knows best what is most fer his f^knty* On die daj the conn-' 
dl had been expected, a meeting was held at. Esq. Pettin* 
gill's to consult on the expediency of renewing their eflbrt*. 
' Alter jointly looking np to the Great Head of the diurch for. 
direction,' (says the diary,) * and after the most imipartial ex* 
antination we were able to make, no sufficient reason appear* 
ing to us why we should be debarred church priyileges, wa 
conduded to renew our request to the chnrdies in Harpswell 
and Georgetown, and also to said to the drardi in Bristol $ 
and let the Lord do what seemeth him meet' Letters were 
probably accordingiy sent. In August, an intimation was 
received, expressire of doubt whether the council would con* 
Vene. September 19th, another meeting was held at Esq. 
Pettingill's. A letter from Mr. Eatmi, F&stor of the Harps- 
wen church, * giving reasons fer not granting' their 'fermer 
request,' was ocmsidered. The result of deliberation and 
prayer was, to answer this letter and renew their request 
October 29th appears to have been the day designated for the 
meeting of the council. The request was now assented to by 
the churches ; and the subject of this narrative observed the 
25th as a day of private fasting and prayer in relation to the 
subject On the arrival of the day, the Pastor and a Delegate 
from Georgetown, and a Delegate from Harpswell, came. 
As the council was not full, and only a part of the candidates 
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1^ were presaity the ooundl adjourned to the kst Thuraday io 
fw Fcbmaiy. 

lofit' At the time appomted, Feb. 25, 1790, the eonneil eonvened. 

Dfst At first, the question was debated, whether two diurdies coidd 
e a fona a council. This being decided in the affirmative, the 
tlHi eoundl oi^nized ; and discussed at ocmsiderable length the 
tk merits of the case before them. On coming to a result, the 
iri& eouncil was equally divided on the question of embodying the 
its: persons concerned into a church of HalloweU. The Pastor 
ioa and Delegate from the church in Georgetown vodng for it, 
I A iiie Pastor and Delegate ^m Harpswell voting against 

xf it; The council, however, was unanimous in a willingness te 
IB. form them into ' a church of Chester ; ' and, the parties ooiiir 
li sentiilg, this was done.* The subject of this narrative,, after 
x: speaking of the solemn peace of mind which he enjoyed ia 
> the act of thus giving himself up in covenant to Giod, addflr■^ 
V ' Who ever heard such a thing, as for the potter to enter iato 
I covenant with the clay ! ' 

A few months a^^er this, we find that his mind had been 
exercised on the propriety and expediency of adopting a se^ 
ries of written resolutions for the regulation of his conduct. 
He knew that it was better not to vow, than to vow and not per^ 
form. But this reason went equally against binding the sool 
with any obligations to God and duly, and must ther^ore be dis- 
carded. He knew that the adoption of such resolutions wooM 
not secure a good life ; — but he felt the need of something to 
quicken his memory. He therefore, sensible of the decehful- 
ness and treachery of his own heart, — relying on Divine 
grace, and resolving in the strength of him who has said, ^ As 
thy days, so shall thy strength be," — on the 1st of Jan- 
uary, 1791, adopted the following: — 
O. I do solemnly and heartily devote myself time, and 

* This account is thus foil/ given, as perhaps no other circnm- 

ttancial statement exists. 

5 
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takttts, aad afi thai I posBen, to God ; to be iiiipwfed in hh 
semee as he shall see fit 

'2» I resolve to behaire more caadoodj'befefeinxtoiilj; 
to endeaTor to aroid aii peerishxiess, to which I find I am lia- 
Uo on trivial oceasioiis ; to endeavor oftener, and with noro 
eogagedness to convoke with m j wife, on the dxings which 
ocmoem her everlasting peace ; to be fiuthfid in ike edocation 
of my SOD, and endeavor, as socm as he is capaUe of under* 
standing, (if God shoald spare him in life), to be verj aa» 
sidnous in instrooting him in the first principles of reUgm; 
often and eamestl j to pray for the blessing of God to attend 
mj instroctions, i^ peradventnre, they may be sanctified to tbi 
good of has soul. 

*S. I resolve to be canlul in ftvoidingall mmeeessarf com* 
venation and fixdiflh jesting with my neighbors, (a sin to 
whidi I am too Uabie ;) and to embrace idl convenient oppotw 
tttdties to eonvene seriously with them respecting dieir sool^ 
affiiirs, and press on them the necessity of speedy re p eatan ee. 

< 4. I resolve to be fiuthfcd in reproving, and especially the 
ohildrenof God,aiid those in particular to whom I staadai ft 
«faHi!«lirdatioB,--«~tfaBtImayfyffl my most soleam oovenaat 
engagements to wmtd^ over fellow-^nendbers. I also engage 
to do it with tendeness, and in the spirit of meekness ; ani 
to receive adnumtion from my brethren, inth the saaie 
tenaper. 

* 6. I resolve to bear in mind, when belbre l&e wodd, that 
I bdoBg to the Ibid of Christ; and to conduct heSase tbsn 
agreeably to ^mt just expectation of one who has auide • 
pnWc profession of religion. 

* 6. I resolve to be more resotuto in attendmg my stated 
seasons of private devotion, and not to let trifles turn me aside 
fronii or cdMse aae to be oM and short in ay addresses to 
God. 

* And, lastly, I resolve to read over tiiese resolutions once 
a month through the ensuing year, and earnestly pray to God 
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fcr^treac^to perfona Uiem.' He fM&ds : ^ And wyw I fa^ 
aeo^ thee, O God of mj salvatioay to ke^ these things in 
n^ mind} and» oh, let me never dishonor thee by nei^edii^ 
lo fulfil these rosolnlicms, lor Christ's sake : Amen.' 

The character of his piety is here shown in a particukr 
which deserves our notice. It affected, firsts his relations to 
God ; and then, those in which he stood to his ^sunilj, his 
neighbors, and those who were more distant, — in proportion 
to their contiguity or the directness with which his influence 
Qould be exerted upon them. Such are the nature and ef- 
fects of true, heallMil piety. Here, also, a £Eict is seen, which 
appeared through his whole religious life, — that he put du^ 
to God Jirstf and made the things of this world 9ub9ervient» 

During the autumn of this year, he was pursuing his trade 
in Bath and the vicinity. It is interesting to notice with whalb 
fervency his heart turned toward the Uttle neighborhood of 
his home in the wilderness. Often were the several persons 
residing there, made t&e subjects of special and earnest prayer« 
At one time, we find him spendiug an hour at his private de« 
votions, bearing them individually before the mercy-seat aa 
their several characters and circumstances seemed to requirej 
and then writing letters to a number of them on the subject 
of religion ; and then again beseeching Grod that what he had 
written might be blessed to the good of their souls. At 
another time, we find him going the «une round, and, its be 
went on particularizing, his heart was exceedingly moved, 
and his mind fixed upon an impaoitent neighbor,* and he in- 
terceded with Grod in his behalf even to an agony, till his 
speech failed him and he was almost overwhelmed, — and felt 
unwilling to let Gk)d go without a blessing for him and his 
£Eunily; and then another neighbor,! and her children, were 
embraced in the arms of prayer, and borne upward to God ; 
and then, when he had done particularizing, repeatiag his re- 

* Mr. Joha HitohsU. t Mrs. LinsciitL 
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qaests vitli great earnestness ^ those; pajrtknlarlj, ^dio 
were unconverted, tttl his soul was again overborne in longing 
and wrestling for their salvation ; — and then he shrinks as 
it were into nothingness, and exclaims, * Oh, what am I, thai 
God should thus fill my mouth with arguments, and suffer me 
to come near, even to his seat ! I will remember thee, O 
Lord, from the land of Jordan, and the Hermonites, and from 
the hill Mizar.' 

But the be^nnmg of this series of pleadings (as it appears 
to be), deserves our attention. Not long after leaving home 
at that time, he sa3rs : *• Went to my devotions one night ikua 
week in a very wandering state of mind ; so indifferent that 
I could scarcely keep my mind a minute at a time on spiritual 
things, till I began to particularize my neighbors at Cfaestery 
and then I feund enlargement' He afterwards tried the same 
method with the same success. Perhaps this remedy for 
wanderings and listlessness, mi^t be useftil to others. For 
the encouragement of praying souls, it is proper to remark 
here, that most of the persons who, up to this time, have been 
named in his diary as special subjects of prayer, sooner, or 
later, became hopeful subjects of renewing grace. Mai^ of 
his neighbors, and others, will probably first learn, in eternity, 
their indebtedness, under God, to his supplications. 

The result of a small difficulty which occurred in Novem- 
ber of this year, is worthy of notice. One Saturday night, a 
little trouble arose in effecting a settlement with a man for 
whom he had been at work. It arose, as he thought, from 
unreasonableness in his employer. The fact disturbed him in 
his evening devotions. He awoke some time before light, and 
found the unhappy subject upon his mind. He strove to ban* 
ish it by turning his meditations upon Divine things. As soon 
as he had obtained a little relief in this way, as nature re* 
quired more sleep, he drowsed, and immediately his thoughts 
would return to the old subject, and give such pain as to 
awake him. This was repeated a number of times, till (says 
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ke), <I reaolTed to anae and retire, and waeke mj eomplnal^ 
known to God, which I did. And as Boon as I opened mj 
month to Grod in prajer, I found him getixkmtj present to 
ease my mindy and give me aweet nearness of aooess to hon* 
Gontinned long in th^ daij. Experienced overcoming da* 
sires in int^rcessicm for the cause <^ God in graieral, and fer ttiB 
j^aoe [Bath],and HaJloweflfin particular. When I had eoa- 
olnded my devoti<Hij9y it was daylight. <^ Until the day break, 
and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved, and be thou like 
m roe or a young hart upon the mountainB of Bother." ' 

His reverence for Grod and his worship, as exhibited in • 
little incident which occurred in the early part of this jemif 
is worthy of a place here. He had occasion to go hastily to n 
neighbor's on an errand. He found his neighbcH* reading ftr 
fiimily prayer. He however knocked, and his neighbor came 
to the door, and he did the errand. But afterward, his ooi^ 
science smote him for the act, and he confessed i1^ as a sin, to 
God and his neighbcM:. 

Having now supplied a chasm in his history which he had 
left principaHy unfitted, and given the reader a view of his 
private Christian charact^, — * we return to his own naf* 
rative. 

< Some time before I publicly professed religion, I was tried 
about baptism, — not so much the mode as the subject. Friends 
loaned me books on both sides. I read and read ; but was 
not satisfied. Too much of an unchristian spirit appeared to 
be exercised by their authors. I resolved on a different 
course. I resorted to the Bible, and to prayer, for light and 
guidance. I fdt it my duty to study the whole BMe prayer- 
fiiHy, and not (as some would have had me), the New Testa- 
ment only. If I ever prayed for anything, I prayed that tho 
Lord would afford me light on this subject. The business of 
searchmg and eomparing one part of Scripture with another, 

5* 
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occupied considerable time. I found that in seveitd imporlafit 
coTenants into which God had entered with his people, he had 
respect to their offspring. Such were the covenant of thb 
priesthood with Aaron ; the covenant of royalty with David ; 
and the covenant of grace with Abraham. This last, was to 
Abraham, and his seed after him, for an everlasting covenant 
The thing engaged was, to be a God to him and them, in their 
generations^ forever. I found that believers in Christ, under 
the Gospel dispensation, were styled ** Abraham's seed, and 
heirs according to the promise." If they are Abraham's seed, 
St follows that the same covenant which was established with 
him and his posterity, is established with them. And as 
Abraham testified his belief in God's promises to hini and 
his by giving up his sons to Grod in circumcision, so his spirit- 
=aal children under the Grospel dispensation, ^ve up their 
thildren to God in baptism, — believing that he will be thdr 
'X3od, and engaging to train them up for him. In proof of 
the use of baptism as a seal of this covenant, I found it ap- 
applied to three households in the New Testament When 
Lydia's heart was opened, her household were baptized with 
her. When the jailer believed, his household^ at the same 
hour of the night, Vere baptized with him. The household 
of Stephanas, it would seem, were baptized with himself. 
Fi-om the little knowledge I had of church history, it appeared 
that infant baptism was in general use soon after the days of 
the apostles, and so continued without any society believin 
' to the contrary, for a long time ; and it appeared to me im- 
possible that such an innovation could have been universally 
introduced without a single person's rising up to bear testi- 
mony against it ; — and since that time, I have been so con- 
firmed, and blessed, in relation to infant baptism, that I can 
never renounce it, unless I could renounce all experimental 
religion.* Indeed, for more than half a century, I think I can 

* He probably means simply what be himself had experienced. 
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ULj wkh safety, that I have had no more doaht of the pro- 
priety of infant baptism, or of its being agreeable to the will 
of God) than I have of the troth of the Bible itself.' 

His language here is strong — perhaps, too strong. But 
he intended it only as expressing the firmness of his own per* 
saaeion. It is not to be understood as implying that, in his 
mind, any evidence of an external rite, or, indeed, of any 
'point of doctrine, is, or can be superior to that of the Bible. 
He grounded his belief in Infant Baptism on the Sacred 
Word, and then regarded the sensible presence of God, whidi 
he enjoyed in the ordinance, as strong corroborative evidence 
of its being agreeable to the Divine will. His argument ap- 
< pears to be this : I certainly think that I am acquainted with 
experimental reli^on, — but if I have ever enjoyed the 
•special spiritual presence of God, I have enjoyed it in attend* 
. ing to this ordinance ; — now if infants should not be baptized, 
•to baptize them is a pro&nation of a solemn ordinance and 
of the name of the Trinity which is used in it. It must 
.therefore be highly offensive to God. And if thus offensive, 
would he grant his special presence to the soul in it? Would 
he make it one of the sweetest of all the means and seasons c^ 
^interoourse with him which he allows his people to enjoy ? 
And yet it has been such to me. If Grod mercifuHy meets 
with my soul at all, he does in this ordinance. If I have not 
enjoyed communion with him in this, I know not what it is, 
and must relinquish the idea, that I am acquainted with ex- 
• perimental religion. The matter as it stood before his mind 
was thus reduced to the following alternative: Infant Baptism 
is a Divine institution, — or, God graces a profanation abhor- 
rent to his nature with his special, sensible presence ; and be* 
tween the two, he could not hesitate which to choose. 

At the period we have now reached (1792), he had two 
sons ; (an infant between them had died). Living at a dis- 
tance from Augusta, in whieh the church to which he belonged 



was ofganizedy* and owning no hanej it was mofmwmioB^ It 
cany th^n lliere Ibr baptism. A missionary from Massacbn^ 
setts, Bev. Levi Fristne, was pieachii^ ai Fanningtoa ; aad 
hj invitation, gave a lectore in Chest^idlle, and perlbivied 
the solemn service. The meeting was held in a private house. 
The settlement contained at this time no house of worship, or 
•diool-house; and only a fewframed hooses. The subject of 
this memoir then lived in a log-house. Bat he shall give his 
own account < After the a^Knntment was made,' he says, < I 
then had another impcMtant errand at the throne of graoe. 
Asihe Lord (by his Word and S{»rit,I trusted), had satisfied 
me as to the matter of duty, I now widied him to be with me 
in its performance. [I retired, and earnestly besought God to 
meet with me in the solemn transaction. I could appeal to 
him, as the seardher of hearts, that I did not desire to have 
llie service performed, if it was displeasing to him ; and that 
ft was my greatest conoem to meet his hofy approbatioQ* 
Went to meeting with the same temper. And truly, God waa 
with me^— "JDior^]. I presented my children ; and if ever I 
eiyoyed the presence of God in my soul in any duty, I &d 
tiien, and to an unusual degree. My soul was overshadowed 
and overpowered; — and I was ready to say with David, 
^ Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, or my 
fiither^s house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?" — that 
thou hast given me a standing in thy church, and a share in 
thy promises ? And, as if this was a small thing, hast thou 
made promises to be the God <^ my seed, and hast given me 
an ordinance in which I may devote them to thee in token 
of thy fiuthfulness in time to come ? ^Is this the manner of 
men, O Lord God ? " This glow of enjoyment was not the 
€ash of a moment. It abode with me, in good measiHre, for 

days and weeks. And on similar occasions since, I have pos- 

• 

* It is the present Congregational chnrch of Hallowell. Its name, 
' The Church of Chester,' was changed, by its own act, to * The Charch 
of HaUowelV March 15, 1791. 
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messed more or less of the same enjoyment' How mnch th« 
writer, and an older Im^ther, are indebted to this and other 
aets of parental faith, etemitj most reveal. And the same 
remark is applicable to the younger children. 

The wise man says that ^ a man's giAi maketh room for 
him ; " and this is seen in the person at whose history we are 
glancing. Gk)d had given him a strong, well4>alanced mind ; 
and he had kindled in his heart a flame of ardent and devoted 
piety. The light thus existing could not be hid. We have 
already seen, how soon after his conversion his gifls were 
called into exercise, in social religious meetings ; and how his 
desire to do good would not suffer him to be idle in any 
dtoation. 

The existence of some special religious interest in the^ 
neighboring region rendered the inhabitants desirous of mee^ 
ings, especially on iAie Sabbath. In 1794, we find such meet> 
ings held, with greater or less regularity, in Farmington, oa 
•^e west side of the river, about half way between what ia 
now the centre of the town and the Falls. These meetings 
appear to have been conducted by himself or his brother-in^ 
law, Samuel Sewall, (afterwards minister in Edgecomb ; ) and 
in the same manner as those which we have already noticed. 
In the latter part of 1794, and the former part of 1795, the 
religious interest appears to have been considerable, and 
somewhat extensive ; and in January of the latter year, we 
find him and this brother taking a tour in Farmington, going 
np on the east and coming down on the west side of the river, 
visiting families, conversing, and praying. Soon after this, 
we find him, accompanied by another brother of the church, 
extending an excursion of this kind into the town of New 
Vineyard, where a number were anxious ; and holding social 
meetings on week-day and Sabbath day. Similar meetings 
with much interest to himself and others, we find him pccar 
sionally holding in Wilton, and the south part of Chester, now 
Chesterville. Occasionally, also, as there was no stated min- 



kter near, he was called (m to atteud funerals. At firsts he 
hesitated, bs it looked a little too much like assuming the 
ministerial office ; but, advising with his brethren he felt it hia 
duty not to deny. His habit on these occasions, was to give 
an exhortation, and offer prayer. 

A number of persons in the vicinity, who favored C!ongre-< 
gationalism, had now become pious ; and it was deemed ex- 
pedient for the members of the HaUowell church residing in 
Chesterville, to enjoy the administration of the Lord's Supper, 
and admit these to communion. For this purpose, they re* 
eeived a visit from Rev. Mr. Anderson, who was a settled 
pastor in what is now the town of Cumberland.* At a meet- 
ing, August 15th, and the following day, (Sabbath,) fourteen 
were received, and the Lord's Supper administered. By a 
vote of the church in Hallowell, April 23, 1796, the mem- 
bers in Chesterville and vicinity were set off for a separate 
diurch. August ISth, they organized, and received three 
additional members. Subsequently, (October 8th,) they as- 
smned the name of ' Chester and Farmington Church,' and 
chose the subject of this narrative and Mr. Samuel Sewall, 
their deacons. And it may not be uninteresting to the reader 
here to be told, that this church, at the suggestion of its senior 
deacon, on the 10th cd the following January, established a 
quarterly Concert of Prayer, for the conversion of the world. 
It was to be held on the first Tuesday of each quarter, begin- 
Bing with January. 

It is not strange that one who, by the grace of Grod and the 
circumstances in which he was placed, had been drawn out 
into so many active duties as a private member, and who 
possessed such deep solicitude for the salvation of souls, should 

* This gentleman, afterwards settled in Wenhftm, Mass., was the 
-father of Bev. Dr. Anderson, Secretary of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, who was a native of Maine, and 
tile remains of whoae mother lie in Cumberiaad. 
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iimk <^ tiie minlstrf.* We Hod some ^nak on bis mind 
rMpectmg this as &r back as September, 1787. Am migbt 
he supposed, he was Tariouslj exercised, s(»iietimeB drvim 
toirud it bj delight iD the service of God and desires to do 
good, and at others repelled by a deep feehng <^ unfitness in 
aQ respects, and by the obstacles which lay in his waj. Ht 
carried the matter, as he did everything else, to his Father la 
lieaven, by earnest prayer. He pleaded, he wrestled, he 
agonized to know the path of duty. He spent days of privala 
fiwtiDg and prayer, that light from heaven might be shed apoii 
his path. At length, he became anxious to know what con* 
stitoted a call to the Grospel ministry. Having an c^portn* 
ai^i be opened his mind to Bev. Mr. Emerson, of George* 
town, and asked advice. As the resuK of the interview, and 
to make trial of his ability and knowledge, Mr. £. gave him 
a text on whidi to write a sennon. He was then kulding a 
brick house in the place, with an a^rentioe and a journey* 
man. He seized upon half-days when the weather was ua- 
fiivorable for his workf and such scraps <^ time as he eoold 
tfommand, and completed ibe undertaking. He read it to 
Mr. £., who was fiivorably impressed, and encouraged him 
to enter the ministry. He conversed with other mimsten, 
as he had opportunity, who also favored the idea. And here 
it is proper to remark, that his mind was not as tminfbrmed 
and destitute of cultivation and discipline, as from the seanti- 
nesB <^ his lit^ury advantages it would be natural to infer. 
Divine rev^tion opens the very best field for the expansion 
and cultivation of ihe mind ; and the person who has been 
intendy and continuously occupied in it, cannot be ignorant 
Such was the &ct with the person now before us. Tlie 
wwrk of grace had been deep in his own heart The 
Spirit had taught him many things, clearly and impresaiveFjr, 

* This part of his autobiography I give in my own langatge, for 
the convenience of introducing a number of things which he has 
omitted. 
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which too rnanj but obscurelj perceive. His longinqgs after 
Qod drew him out upon the great ocean of revealed trui, ^^ 
ih^re ^"''' '<?up7 his thoughts, and feast at once his inteHeet 
I d his ' heart Few minds, it is thought, are so habitually 
occupied with Divine truth as his had been for years. He 
•tudied upon the great leading truths of the Bible, and follow- 
ed them out in their various ramifications. And this was 
attended with fervent prayer for Divine direction. We find 
him praying specifically for < light on doctrines.' And it is 
certainly safe to say that there are few, who lean so entirely 
upon Grod, and who seek everything, and expect everything 
ftom God alone, as he did, both before and after entering the 
ministry. One can scarcely look minutely into his history 
without being forcibly impressed with the thought, that the 
ichool in which he was instructed and disciplined verymudi 
resembles that in which the Apostles were trained. We find 
him also reading Edwards's Sermons and Treadse on the 
Willy and other works of standard value, such as Davies'a 
Sermons, and Henry's Exposition, beside diurch history. 
Events, also^ which occurred in the course of providence, 
ealied forth and strongly exercised his mind, in difiRsrent di« 
rections. Anything which affected the peace, purity, and 
prosperity of the churdi, or endangered the interests of truth 
and the salvation of souls, touched a chord within him whose 
vibrations were strong. When a pious neighbor, with whom 
he had taken much sweet fellowship, in private and in social 
meetings, thought that he must be immersed and adopt strict 
communion sentiments, and thus the harmony of their delight- 
ful little circle seemed about to be broken, his mind was exer<- 
eised intensely upon the subject of Christian union. He 
examined its nature and bearings ; and took different pdnts 
of observation, that he might view it minutely and accurately. 
Like a surveyor, who, iu running a line, if he misses his ob- 
ject at the end, change^.his position and varies his course, 
and runs back to correct it, — he reasoned in one direction, 
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aad then tunied round and reasoned bade again, that he might 
,V«ach ibe ri^t oondosiQn. His reflections and arguments 
show a deaniess and discrimination of mind,-^^J>''h would 
scarcdj have been supposed. The sketeh ofthem whiclif ^ 
has left would not be altogether uninteresting to the theologian^ 
the casuist, or the niental philosopher ; and are creditable to 
his heart as well as his intellect. Sentiments respecting the 
freedom of flie will, also, which he regarded as erroneous, and 
kx views of the obligation of the moral law, began to- be pro- 
pagated in the vidnitj; and, within the limit of his acquaint* 
ance, the doctrine of the Trinity was questbned. These 
things called out his mind, and more than his mind BtBo^ljy in 
these directions. He reasoned, as he had opportunity, witih 
Ibose whom he regarded as heterodox in these particnlarSk 
At one time, we find him engaged in a long argumentative 
letter to an acquaintance on the doctrine of the Trinitj if and 
at another,. in penning strictures on a sennon of a cdebrated 
Methodist diergjman. We sometimes also find him writing 
Ids thoughts on certain subjects, and upon passages of Scrip- 
ture. By these various means, he obtained more than would 
have been called a respectable measure ci knowledge and 
^tivation of inind. A hasty sketch which he has given us 
pS a season of self-examination some time before this, evinces 
a directness of thought and a power to command the attention^ 
which few possess or attain. 

.' Bev. Jonathan Ward, then minist^ in what is now Alna, 
appears to have furnished him with a number of questions on 
theological subjects, on which he wrote ; and on the 18th of. 
October, 1797, he received a letter from Bev. Mr. Emerson, 
requesting him to attend the next meeting of Lincoln Minis- 
leEcial Association at Bristol, to be examined for license to 
preach. Several things appeared to raider it inexpedient 
for him to attend, and he declined by letter. The following 
spring) he spent a little time in study with Bev. Mr. Emerson, I 

'jSere, in two days, he wrote what he regaided as his first 

- 6 
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flermon, fhxn Heb. 11 : 16. Hie fHan h tertml, deBcrfbiiig 
the better couniiy, those who desire it, and why God is not 
ashamed to be called their God. It contains many interest* 
ing and instructive thoughts ; and, for a first effort, is a 
respectable and worthy production. It appears to have been 
used only twice. On Ibe dd of May, 1798, he was examined 
and licensed by the above-named Association at Batli. Wb 
first Sabbath^B preaching was in the sontfa part of Chestervil]e» 
May Idth. The remainder of the season till into November, 
he preached half the time in Norridgewodk, where, in oonse* 
quenee of a powerfal wOTk of grace two yean previoos, mider 
the ministry of Bev. Phinehas Bandal, a Congr^jadonal 
dmrch had been f<Hined. Christians were edified, and a fern 
persons awakened and h(^>efiilly converted. The other half 
of the time, he preached principally in Chestervifle and 
Farmington* 

It shows the estimation in which he was held, to find, kk 
the ebse of this year, a somewhat general efii^ ndade in 
Farmington, Chesterville, and Wilton, to seomre his servioes* 
Yiewing this as a call in providenoe^ he engaged. It will be 
interesting to take a glance at his diary, and see with what 
feelings, and in what manner, he entered upon his woric ici 
these places. The new year had commenced, and he had 
felt it a duty and privilege to devote a day to private fosting 
and prayer, reading and meditation. He says, * My soul was 
much drawn out in fomily prayer, and seemed to melt fi^ the 
salvation of sinners in this vicinity. It seemed to me that 
the satisfaction I took in that prayer, [as the frame of mhid 
remilted somewhat from anticipating the duties of the day,] 
was more than a balance for a whole day's fosting. After 
fiunily worship, I took my room, and entered on the businesa 
of the day with much sadsfiiction. Earnestly begged God to 
afford me his company ; and, as a reason, told him that I 
ctndd not be alone without Aim, — L e., to any good purpose. 
I think he was graciously pleased to answer my requests, and 
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ixmdeacended to meet with my soul and tami and draw it 
&rth repeatedly in calliog upon his name, and devoting my* 
self to him. Felt veiy sensibly the imperfecticms of my past 
public performances ; earnestly begged qualification for the 
great work of the Gospel ministry ; and that I might be forti- 
fied against opposition and reproach, and not left to do any* 
thing inconsistent with that high calling, but remember that I 
am devoted to God for this solemn business, and that I have 
no right to engage in any employment prejudicial to that, till 
Grod shall signify, in the course of his providence, that he has 
no further service for me in Ae nunistry. Prayed to have 
more substantial badges of my calling than distinction of dre$$, 
or separation to it from worWy business ; that I might have 
soms as «0a& nf mg ministTy, so that my calling might be 
evinced to others, not to the feeding of my pride, but that my 
hands might be strengthened in the Lord by the prayers and 
help of the godly, and that others might hear the word from 
me as the word of 6od« Prayed that the door in this vicin^ 
ily which has been op^ung c£ late, might be held open tiU 
some good is done, in spite of all the exertiims of earth and 
hell to shut it; and that opposers (some appear already) 
might be brought to bow to King Jesus. Poured out tears 
to Grod in behalf of my wife and children, that they may be* 
come his friends, and that rich sjHritual blessings may be 
poured out up<»i us. Inquired how long God intended to 
deny my requests respecting my family ; but begged for sub> 
mission that I may patiently wait his time. At the close of 
the day, looked over and bewailed the wandering thoughts 
that had stolen from the employment of the day ; besought 
the Holy Dove not to take wing and leave me on this account ; 
and endeavored to bless God for a place of retirement, and 
that the day had been allowed me without interruption, and 
that he had graciously afforded such measures of his comfort- 
ing, enlightening, assisting presence. Meditated on a subject 
for to-morrow, (Sabbath,) from these words : ^ Alas ! master. 



M MEMOIB OF [179ft* 

ibr it was borrowed,'' (2 Kings, 6:5). Found meditating 
upon it comfortable to myself. This day, I reflected, is bor- 
rowed ; and blessed be Grod for lending it to me for this pur- 
pose, and lending me a heart to improve it, in a measure, 
profitably. Oh, that it may please him to lend me strength 
to speak on this subject suitably, and to the advantage of those 
who may hear ! Hetired abroad for secret prayer at twilight, 
and a sweet time it was to my soul indeed. I could say of a 
truth, that Divine enjoyment was more satisfying to my soul 
than food would have been to my body, though I had then 
fasted nearly twenty-four hours. Wrestled, even to an agony, 
tiU I was almost spent, for the salvation of souls, and parti- 
cularly in this vidnity ; and that God would roll away the 
reproach of barrenness from me. Inquired why I should be 
Galled into the ministry, why admitted into GU)d's family, if I 
might not be fruitful. Thought I could be willing to fast till 
my body was reduced to a skeleton, if it might be the means 
of saving souls ; or even to give up my life, if they might but 
live.' At the close of the evening, afier having enjoyed the 
same solemn state of mind in worship at the table and in 
family devotion, he exclaims : < Oh, how sweet is communion 
with God here ! Oh, to increase in conformity to him while 
here, so as to be admitted to dwell with him forever here- 
after ! Longed to be where I should sin no more, where lusts 
and corruptions shall no more rebel and vex my soul, and 
whereitears shall be forever wiped from my eyes.' 

It naay be proper here, to speak of his manner of prepar- 
ing for the Sabbath, and for preaching at other times. He 
seldom used fully written sermons. His dXm^ first of aU, was 
to get near to God. If a subject did not readily present itself, 
he asked for one. If in attempting to arrange his thoughts 
upon one already before him, he did not succeed, he laid down 
his pen, and betook himself to his knees, — and then he sel- 
dom failed of having his thoughts flow readily, and could often 
accomplish more in a short time, than in hours before. During 
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Ae fi>nner part of ha$ ministxy, he genenllj prepared ra&er 
a full skeleton ; mad begged of God, earnestly, to assist him 
in delivery. A few instances are here given. ^ Rose prett j 
early. Pleaded with Crod in secret for his Uessing with me 
to day. Fek some of the same in fiunily prayer. Enjoyed 
tolerable freedom in the forenoon, disoocirsing from Frov. 4 : 
28, and in outgoings of soul in prayer. Ixmged for the sal- 
vation of perishing sinners. Retired at noon, and endeavored 
to retam thanks for Grod's gracious assistance ; felt that I had 
snore than I deserved ; but begged of God, that if consistent 
with his will, he woold grant greater measures in the aflemoon ; 
which he gradonsly granted. Felt warmed and engaged 
in the latter part of the discourse, addreaung the impenitent. 
Some moving upon some mkids appeared/ At another time 
we fiod him^ding witb God, ^dT^ imi»r^^^ 
his strength began to fail, for success in winning souls to 
Christ; and then again retiring to a forest at daylight on 
Sabbath nionuiig, and remaining in prayer and meditatioi 
tin some time after sunrise. Not unfrequently do we find him 
rising during the night, on Saturday, to plead for a blessing 
on the subsequent day. Nor were these things confined to 
his ministerial lifo, — the same facts n^gipesx in oonnectioa 
with the Sabbatlffi and society meetii^ whidi preceded it. 
It appears to have been his practice to rise earlier (m the 
Sabbath than on other days, that he mi^t enjoy more <^ the 
privilege, pleasure, and profit <^ secret devotion. And often 
he retired at noon for confession or thanksgiving in relation 
to the service ju£(t dosed, and for supplication in relation to 
that which was soon to fdiow. It seemed to be peculiarly 
liue of him, that he could be contented nowhere without God, 
He must enjoy his presence and Ins smiles in every place, 
and in ev^y duty. If fae failed of this, he was ordinarily in 
great trouble and distress. After he had commenced preach- 
ing if this enjoym^it was withheld, fae sometimes felt deeply 
and depressed ; and regarded it as an intimatioB 

6* 
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that Grod had not called him, and that he had better kept to 
his trowel and his farm. It distressed him exceedingly that 
< starving souls' who came to the place of worship, should be 
fed with such husks as he felt that he there administered. At 
other times, however, his mind took a somewhat different view, 
— and he felt that God had a right to withhold his sensible 
presence, and use him just as he pleased. But we return to 
his narrative. 

*• In the jears of 1799 and 1800, and the greater part of 
1801, 1 preached altematelj in Chesterville, Farmington, and 
Wilton. [Wilton was then called Tingtown]. I preached 
frequently three times on the Sabbath, and a number of lec- 
tures on week days. No general awakening, or revival of 
religion, was the result Good attention was given to preach- 
ing ; and a number of individual cases of awakening and 
hopeful conversion occurred. One man who went £rom N. 
Sharon to Wilton on business, on the Sabbath, heard truths 
which were blessed, as it is thought, to his salvation. He be- 
came one of' the most active men in his own town for the sup- 
port of religious institutions. Another man came some 
distance to visit a brother in the north part of Fayette. Im- 
pressions were made on his mind at a meeting in the south 
part of Chesterville, which resulted in his becoming a devoted 
and active Christian. For many years previous to his deatii, 
he was a deacon of a Congregational church. A young maa 
was wrought upon, and became hopefully pious. He aftei^ 
wards became a minister, and a settied pastor ; ^nd has been 
blessed with revivals of religion am<mg his charge. In one 
of these he received, I think, about sixty to his diurch. 

^ On the 18th day of June, 1800, 1 was ordained as an 
Evangelist, by the Association which Ucensed me. The 
solemnity was performed in the meeting-house of the Eev. 
Mr. Ward, of N. Milford [now Alna]. Mr. Benjamin Chat> 
man, who was then preaching at Edgecomb, offered the first 
prayer; Rev. Mr. Emerson, of Georgetown, preached ; ReT. 
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Jobn Sawjer, then sappljing at Boothbay, offered the conse- 
erating prayer; Bev. Mr. McLean, of Bristol, gave the 
charge ; Bev. Mr. Bajley, of N. Castle gave the right-hand 
of fellowship ; and Rev. Mr. GiDet, of Hallowell, offered the 
oondnding prayer.* During the imposition of hands, and 
vrbUe receiving the charge, I felt a solemn, affecting sense of 
the important tnist committed to me by Christ, throngh the 
instrumentality of his ministers ; and in receiving the right* 
hsokd of fellowship, I was moved under a sense of my un- 
worthiness to be classed among the accredited ministers of the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; and of my absolute need of Divine as- 
Btstance to fulfil the important duties of the office. In secret 
devoti(Hi9 in the evening, I was enabled sweetiy to devote 
myself to the service bf Gk)d, and beseech him to assist me 
In the great, arduous, and difficult work of the Gospel Minis- 
txy ; and I felt as if it would be a short time, only, before I 
must resign up into the hands of Christ the important trust 
now committed to me.' 

His compensation, during the time of his preaching in Ches- 
terville, Farmington, and Wilton, was small. According to 
bis first agreement, (with which the others probably coin- 
dded), it was only two dollars a Sabbath. Having a farm to 
take care of, and a rising family to provide ibr, secular em- 
payments necessarily occupied a portion of his time. T\aa 
was a trial to his feelings, and, at times, somewhat burden- 
some to his conscience. He wanted all his time for reading 
and study, and the more acdve duties of the sacred office ; 
and queries would arise whether he ought not to devote him- 
self wholly to his work, and trust God for the supply of his 

* The certificates of Licensare and of Ordination are still in exist- 
ence. They are both signed by Ezekiel Emerson as moderator, and 
Alexander McLean as scribe. As far as appears from the certificate^ 
and the above account, the ordination was performed by the Associa- 
tion as sucA, and not by them as a Council; which would not now bo 
regarded as strictly CongregationaL 
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temporal wants. But drcmnstaaoes seemed to feqniie Oak 
wlule^ like the apostle to the Gentiles, he preached the Go8* 
pel of ClnriBt, his hands should mimster to his physical neces* 
aities. Notwithstanding this, however, and the labor of 
giving manj weeldy lectures, and attending funerals, — for 
which he was called upcm in all the vidnitj, — he did much 
at pastoral visiting. When going to or from his distant ap* 
poantments, we not unfrequently find him calling on manj 
or all tiie families upon the road, conversing and praying with 
them se verallj. Sometunes two or three of these visits wooU 
be perfonned before break&st At other dmes, one visit 
would be made here, and anoth^ there, befixre or after m 
lecture. He knew not how to be idle. Every hour, and 
every half-hour must be filled up, and it may be said of him^ 
with emphasis, that takaUoev^ his hand found to do, he did 
with his might 

Near the dose of 1799, he was requested by letter, and 
then by a committee, to supply again at NcNTidgewock; and 
the committee were anxious that he should consent to settle 
there. But he was unwilling to leave the field he then occit^ 
pied, till he had seen some good effected. And, in laying the 
matter before the Lord in secret, he says: <I was led earnestly 
to beseech God not to call me away frcmi this place, till Ihavo 
seen a day of God's pow^ among the people.' At this timei 
and for months after, he was extremely anxious for the con** 
veision of sinners in Farmiagton. One instance, out of many, 
is here giv^ as an ilki8trati<HL He had been att^iding a 
meeting in that place, during which he had Mt much oa the 
subject Returning in his sleigh, his heart was going up 
earnestly to God, most of the way, for unconverted sinners, 
and that, if it was God's wiU^ he mighli, though unworthy of 
such an honor, be instrumental of thdr sabrafion. He~ so 
earnestly besought it, that he could scarcely contain himself. 
And he opened his mouth to God in a vow, that if he would 
without fiul deliver up his enemies before him and sul^ugate 
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fliem to Christ, be would ctmdnae in the work tOl death, and 
woQld devote one of his sons to the Hunistiy, if God would 
aoeept the offering ; and he entreated Grod not to aufier him 
to forget this his vow. The frequent solemnity apparent in 
the assemblies of worship, and the tholightfc^ess of individo^ 
^8, caused' him often to feel that a general shower of Divine 
grace was about to be bestowed. There appears, indeed, to 
have been, at this time, quite a movement in the vicinity* 
We find him naming a number of deeply anxious persons in 
the town of N. Vineyard, — and speaking of a wedding in that 
place at which he was, where, in consequence of the introduce 
tion of religious conversation by another, all present wer^ 
much afifected, and some literally broke out in the question^ 
^ What must I do to be saved ? " Some special attention ex- 
isted also in New Sharon, where a part of his occasional labor 
was bestowed, in consequence of which a Congregational 
diurch was formed there, February 11, 1801. Most of the 
persons who were present at a previous meetiug (December 
17 th), when the conclusion to embody a church was adopted, 
be speaks of as having been careless sinners eighteen months 
before. 

An incident or two which occurred during the period we 
have now reviewed, deserves to be noticed before we proceed 
with his history. A few days previous to the preparatory 
meeting aQuded to above, he had an appmtment for the Sab- 
bath in what was then called the Plymouth Patent, now In- 
dustry. The place could not have been less than ten or 
twelve miles from his residence. Considerable snow lay aa 
the ground, and the roads were comparatively untrod. A 
heavy rain had just fallen, followed by a slight freezing, but 
not enough to render riding at all comfortable. Saturday 
morning he started on foot. On readiing Sandy River, he 
found it so swollen that the water covered the ice, and ex'- 
tended over the adjoining interval land. With some difficulty 
he succeeded in getting set across. He went on, 'having to wade 
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aome^'but without getting very wet At sunset, being soBiewluit 
weary, he sat down on a log in the wood. < There (he says)! 
I called upon God ; praised his holy mune that he called me 
into being, — and thea called me into his spiritual family,-— 
aaad then called me to the work of the ministry. Fek alto* 
gether unworthy of the high vocation of being an ambassar 
dor of tlie Lord of hosts. Counted it an honor to be called 
to go through difficukies in publishing the blessed Grospel to 
peridiing sinners. Longed to have the message aooompanied 
with power to their hearts. Begged of God to give me one 
soul for laboring out hither ; but if he saw fit to deny me this 
request, I shoidd have no reason to think hard of my blessed 
Kastw, or of his cause or service. At a subsequent visit to 
that place, he fbimd a person who attributed her awakenmg 
and hopeful conversion to his labors at that time ; though hA 
speaks of it without any reference to the above petitioife 
PM>baUy the &ct <^ making fiie request ha4 slipped from his 
leodQection. 

The fijUowkig is preserved on account of the principle it 
inv<dves. The inddent occurred in July 1799. It isderoulibf 
to be wished, that such thoughts and feelings were generally pre» 
▼aknt A number <^ men had been at work for him ; and quite 
an amount of parily-4nade hay lay upcm his field. He was at 
work amoi^ it. < But (ke says), before I could get it bM 
raked, there came « shower. Did not feel anxious about it 
Felt as if the hay was not my own ; but I wouM endeavor 
to take care of it for my Great Landlord. If he pleased to 
aend rain upon it and spoil it, he was able to sustain the loss, 
and would not require it at my hands, if I discharged my 
duty in doing to the best g£ my str^gth and judgment He 
also could provide for me, if needful, if the increase <£ the 
field idiould faiL' The figure is probaUy intended to be 
carried through ; and the idea is, that his Landlord would 
feed his teioaat from his own house, if the produce of the sofl 
he cultivated, should fffove insufficient 
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ilBBT HI8SI0K, — LABOBS ABOITT HOUE HI8SIOV AS FAB 

EAST AS SULLIYAK. 

In I8OI9 bekig^ aa ke sapposes, leoommeBded by some tsi 
the minkt^B in Maine (tiien a part of Massadinsetts), he 
leeeived a commission fimn the Massadbiisetts Missionaiy 
Sodety to labor in the eastern part of the State, which was 
tbcnanextremeljdestitQieregkm* He was expected to take 
a tour as far as to New Brunswii^y preaehing, yisiling fim^ 
li^, etc. ; and doing what good he could in the places thzoogh 
wfaidi he passed. Tke position of his doaorastic affidrs pre^ 
vented him from conmiencing his journey till the 14(ih of 
AogusL 

The daj before he left home he spent as adajof private &st- 
lag and prayer, to snpplicate Divine assistance in the woik be- 
fore him, and implore God's protection and blessing for his wife 
and children diaii^ his absence, < After secret and iamify 
worship in the morning (he says), I retired to a grove not 
fiur from my dwelling. There, in meditating upon the reasons 
in myself for ftisting and praying*— my sinftilness of heart 
and life, — I was much affected ; and in spreading them before 
God, »id confessing^ and imploring pardon, and entreating 
quidkening and sanctifying grace through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, I was much moved. This was delightftil work, — 
sweet employment. After a while, some wandering thoughts 
interrupted my satisfaction. Against these, I cried to the 
Iiord, and he gxadously interposed, and restored peace to my 
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souL Medhatiiig, praTiiigxand reading pordons <£ the sacred 
Scriptures, were then sweet Endeavored to give up myself 
soul and bodj, time and talents, whoUy to God. Sairendered 
my domestic concerns into his hands, to be managed and 
overruled as he pleased, — begging that our best good, and 
his glory, might be promoted in the end. Earnestly besought 
mercy and covenant blessings on my wife and children. Int- 
plored the blessing (^ Grod on the Society which employed 
me ; and upon my fellow-laborer. [Rev. Abijah Wines had 
an appointment from the same Society, at the same time, and 
in the same field]. Longed to have the presence of God go 
with me, unworthy as I was, and make me instrumental of 
good to souls. Pmyed eamesdy to be freed from all sel&db 
motive ; and that I may aim at the glory of Grod, and the 
lalvation of my fellow^dnen. 

: * At &or o'dodk, (he continues,) attended a meetkig at my 
})fmae* The Lord assisted me to free my sodl. Took an a^ 
lectionate leave of my" brethren and sisters, exhorting them 
to persevere in the good way ; and pr(^x)sed to them to meet 
me at the throne of grace, in iJieir doeets, every Satixrday 
evening about sunset, till I returned. 
. . < The next morning, when I -rose, I kneeled down by the 
b^ide and prayed with my wife. Entreated that she might 
he enabled to trust in .the Lord ; and that ^he and the chil* 
dren (of whom we had six living, the youngest but a fortnight 
old), might be preserved and provided for during my absence^ 
I think the Lord graciously met with my soul in secret and 
&mily prayer. Took an affectionate leave of my &mily. 
Many tears were ^hed by us alL My oldest son, particularly, 
(then thirteen,) was much a£^ted by my admonidons and 
instructions respecting his behavi(Hr. I felt for his souL Oh, 
that the Lord would afford him saving grace. I lifted up my. 
heart to God for him, on the way, after I left;.' 

The day he started, he fulfilled an appointment for a lecture 
in the edge of Hallowell ; and the day following, another in 
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Kdnej; both of which iq[^»ear to have been aeiemn fieaaons. 
Some ci his hearers wept Sabbath, he i»eached twice m 
Sidney to an attentive assembly ; and a third time, to yoath 
in North Augusta^ some of whom were affected to tears. 
Giving a lecture on Monday, in Yassalborongh, and another 
<m Tuesday;, he proceeded on Wednesday to SheepscatGieat 
Pond settlement, now Patricktown. 

* Qn c<»uing into this ][daoe,' (he says,) ^ I was told that the 
Lcffd was h^re pouring out his Spirit. Felt so unfit to preach 
where God was at work, and guide inquiring souls, tiiat I 
eould not rejoice in it; which gave me uneasiness. The 
hazard of ii\juring, or even destroying, rather than benefiting 
aouls, i^>pear6d to m« tabe great ^IkUver me from blood' 
guikinessj Gody thou God of m^ M&ofipn/"' H^e he 
preached twice. Both were solemn seascms. ^ Converse^' 
(he sayB») ' with a number who were anxious. And, notwit]^ 
standing my fears, God enabled me to dear my soul. In 
secret, I endeavored to commit them and myself and all that 
eoDcems me, into Ihe hands of an all^wise and merdful God* 
Besouglit forgiveness for, and deliverance fnun, everything 
which would unfit me for rejoicing when the Lord is working 
to save souls from eternal death I Oh, diat I may be ready 
for every good word and w<»^ I ' 

Giving two lectures in Jefferson, he passed on to Widdo- 
boroi, which he reached on Saturday. If his impressions were 
coizecl^ the foUowing remarks wiU suggest to many in that 
{dace the obligations of gratitude and praise whidi fie upon 
them for what God has since wrought in their behalf. 

^Gonduded to spend the Sabbath here. At sunset, felt 
comfinrted with the hope that my Chesterville friends were 
on their knees with myself praying fi>r me. The Lord bless 
them and help them to pray ; for, from all I can learn, I 
shall have little, if any, assistance, by praying breath, from 
those who may attend on my ministry to-morrow. Here is a 
German society, and church, and meeting-house ; and a min- 

7 
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ister who pieaehes to them in that kngnage. In a r«Bioto 
oomer of the town are a few who fiiT<Mr the Bi^tuts. Othen 
hare pnxmred and enjoyed some Coi^regational preaching 
in the court house ; font I fear there is not much vital piety 
among them. I was kindly entertamed hj mj host, who was 
a tavemer ; and hope I was fiftvored with a spirit of {M<ayer 
for the people and for myself. Oh, to have that ocHapa8sio& 
for souls whkh becomes a minister of Christ, and to have 
grace to be Mthfnl ! Oh, that God would pour out his Spirit, 
and revive his work here I 

< Sabbath, 28. Did not feel that degree of engagedness iu 
prayer this morning, whidb I did last evening. Meet I be 
ealled to speak God's word in such a plaee as this, and have 
bim withdraw and hide his iace firam me ? This will be difli^ 
tressing. But he is a sovereign, and it is my duty to submit 
whether he affords <»* denies his presence. I went to the 
eourt-house. Some ram was ^ing, and the morning assem* 
l^y was not fiill. More in afternoon. The season was peeu* 
liariy solemn. I felt the great truths I delivered. Solemnity 
pervaded the assembly, and many were in tears. Pleaded 
importunately that God would pity this place, and pour upon 
it 9sti abundant shower of his Spirit Praise the Lord, O my 
soul I 

* At my kd^ngs enjoyed a sweet season in praying with 
the &mily. Felt a tender concern for the souls of both 
parents and children, aQ of whom I fear are in an uncon- 
verted state. Oh, that God would fit them for heaven and 
glory!' 

He preached to a smaQ assembly in Union on Monday; 
and again in Linoohiville on Wednesday. Of the latter he 
says: * Quite an assembly, for the place, collected. But H 
pleased a sovereign God almost entirelyto withhold his re- 
fishing presence from my soul during the exercises. Felt 
grieved for the people, that they should spend their time and 
get no good to their souls. God cttn, iiuieed, apply truth to 
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Ae heart of a hearer, vhen the preadier does nol feel ito 
weight /Upoa his own sodL At the plaoe where I took dxaaery 
found two women, who had oome some distance to attend the 
meeting, understanding that it was to he in the afiemooo* 
This, I was told, was the second time they had been disap- 
pointed in the same way. One of them said, rather lightly, 
1^ beliered she was so wicked that it was not finr her to 
enjoy meetmgs. I observed to her, that if she was so wicked 
that Grod had given her up, and would not snlfer her to be 
£siYored with any more means of grace, it was a sdemn con- 
sideration. The remark appeared to impress her. She wept* 
I oonv«Fsed consideraUy opon serious subjects ; and then, as 
they had been disappointed of the meeting, I proposed pray- 
ing with them. To this the family consented. In the ezr 
«rcifle, I felt a solemn ooneem fcnr their souls.' 

At Northport, (where he found two j^ons persons, and S. 
eoald not learn that there were any more in the i^e,) he 
gave a lecture, but was in a dark and cold state of mindy 
which distressed him much* Proceeding toward the next 
town, Bel&st, he called on a widow who had recently lost ft 
' duM by drowning ; and, in conversing and praying with her* 
he enjoyed a solemn season, and obtained relief to his own 
dejected souL A lively state of religious affecti<»is is to b^ 
expected only in fidelity to dnty $ and if one act does not prove 
quickening, another may. 

God frequently has important ends to answer by events 
which appear to us the most trifling ; and what may have 
resulted from the folbwing incident, a future day will unfold. 
At Mount Ephraim, in the north part of what is now Sears* 
port, having occasion to call on a blacksmith for a nail or two 
in one of his horse's shoes, he learned that the man was sick, 
and requested to see him* ^ Found him, (he says,) ^mucb 
afraid of death and its consequences. Said he was unpre- 
pared, and could not deceive Gk>d. Exclaimed, ^ Oh ! etemily 1 
eternity 1 ' etc Conversed and prayed with him* It was a 
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selemn scene. Sev^vl were present, wlio seemed mxujk 
aifected.' He left, reflecting on the wcMiderfiil <»denngs oi 
Divine providence, and what might bo the ecMDaequences of 
this unexpected interview. 

Calling at a number of houses on his waj the next day, ha 
entered into free religious conversation. An indd^it whidh 
occurred shows the readiness with which he exposed and un- 
masked the deceitfulness of the human heart. ^ One woman 
UM me, (he says,) that ^e always loved God and religion, 
and never was so bad as to hate good things. I asked her if 
she prayed. She said that was best known to herself. I told 
her that if she did not, she did not love God. if she loved 
God, she would love to hold communion with him. Observed 
to her that if any of our fellow-creatures should profess friend- 
ship to us, and yet neglect us when we required their atten* 
tion, and shun us instead of being intimate, we should not 
wait till they spit in our &ces to know that they wez8 
imfriendly.' 

At Bucksport, where he spent the fdlowing Sabbath, he 
eiyoyed a solenm and interesting season. He speaks of wak« 
ing several times the night previous, and lifting up his heart 
to God in ccmfession and supplication. Once he rose for 
prayer, longing for Divine assistance in the public duties of 
the approaching day. He preadied in a new school-house, 
there being no meeting-house in the place. < In the after* 
noon espedaHy, (he says,) souls appeared precious. Long- 
ed for their salvatiim while I addressed them and the throne 
of grace in their behalf. At the twilight season of pray^ 
my whole soul went out in spreading all my services at God's 
feet, to make such use of them as he pleases.' 

An event which here occurred shows his care and con* 
scientiousness in regard to the proper spending of holy time. 
By invitation, he changed his lodgings ; and at the place to 
which he went, a number of youth collected for singing, in 
which, being fond of music, he joobably joined. But he fell 
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tried respecting the propriety of pfBdisaig psaliiiod j Ibr mem 
amasCTtkent on the Sabbath. Before the oompany dispenedf 
he proposed prayer ; and < in the duty, (he says,) my soul 
seemed to melt for die dear youth. Longed that they might 
be kept from evil in this and the eoming wcnrld. Longed 
that Christian parents hero might fed for their children and 
those under their care, and bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. Felt painftd misgivings, whether, 
by changing my lodgings, I had not given oountenanoe to th« 
practice of visiting on Sabbath evenings for other than reli^ 
ioos purposes. Thought it would have been better for me to 
have declined the invitation. Besought the Lord to prevent 
any evil consequences which might result, and aiake me a 
wise, prudent, and successful minister of the GoepeL* 

This event troubled him much the next day ; and he found 
no relief till near night By an earnest application for pardon 
through the Gh^at Sacrifice, peace was rest<»^ to his mind. 

At Bluehill, he pays a deserv^ compliment to Bev. Mr. 
and Mrs. Fisher for their industry, frugality, and content- 
ment; and compares him, pursuing his noiseless, prudent, 
usefol course, with too many who, on entering the ministry, 
incur expenses beyond their means, and soon have to be dis- 
missed, to the injury of the cause of Christ, if not to iheir own 
Christian characters. He speaks of Mr. F. as having enjoyed a 
powerful work of grace among his people. 

Having reached Ellsworth, he rose eariy Wednesday mcmi- 
ing, September 2d; and, walking five miles before break* 
last and three afterwards, through a road too bad probably to 
be travelled comfortably in any other way, he reached a des- 
titute neighborhood on ' Bead's Brook.' Here he notified a 
lecture, preached, — and walked back to his lodgings before 
dariE. 

The next day, he gathered and preached to a small assem* 
bly on SkiUing's Neck, in what is now Hancock. < It was a 
refreshing season to my own soul, (he says). Solemnly 

7* 
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sat upon the oountenances of the assembly^ and several wept» 
Conversed with two aft^ meeting who appeal^ tender.' 

At Sullivan, the day fdiowing, he fell in with his associate 
in the mission, Rev« Mr. Wines ; and here too they were 
joined by Bev. Mr. Fisher, who had received an appointment 
for a mission of five Sabbaths from the Association to which 
he belonged. Distributing themselves for the approaching 
Sabbath, himself returned to Ellsworth. Here he preached 
in a bam to a full assembly, notwithstanding a fall of rain. 
^The Lord graciously drew near my soul, (he says,) and 
assisted me to speak his word with deamess and solemnity. 
Was enabled, I trust, to pray in the Spirit and in faith. AQ 
seemed attentive. It was a solemn season, indeed. Toward 
the close, many wept. Oh, that the Lord may bless the word 
to souls ! Feel willing, however, to leave this entirely with 
Him. Bode a number of miles toward Sullivan, and preached 
in a settlem^it in Trenton, called Kilkenny. Enjoyed a com* 
fbrtable season ; but not as much of the Divine presence aa 
in the previous services of the day. Judea is a hill-country — 
up and down ; and so it is in the Christian's life.' The fact 
that his hearers were so often in tears is not to be attributed 
to any power which he had to move simply the passions ; but 
rather to the clearness and force with wbidi, while he felt 
truth himself he applied it to the consciences of others. Of 
this it is thought the reader will find various evidences before 
the close of the volume. 

Monday he gave a lecture in Sullivan, and cme in Goulds- 
borough on Tuesday, visiting, conversing, and praying, with a 
number of families, 

Thursday, at Steuben, he observed as a day of private fast- 
ing. The following things were the subjects of prayer and 
meditation : — 

' 1. That my own soul may be more engaged in the great 
work of the ministry, and may deeply feel the great truths of 
the Bible j and that I may be enabled to enforce them upon 
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the minds of others. Made a fresh sarrender of myself to 
God, with all my powers and faculties. Besought that m^ 
rmdersUmding may discern uKve and mcse <£ the beauly and 
consistency of Divine truth, and he led hy the Spirit as £ar as 
God pleases, into its deep mystmes ; that my memory may 
retain what I learn of God and Divine things ; that I may 
he a scrihe^ w^ instructed, hrmging forth things new and 
old ; that I may forget everything unsuitable to be remem? 
bered, and retun all useful matter ; that my hearty which was 
a £>untain of unholy affections, sending forth nothing but im« 
pure streams, till the salt of special grace was cast in by the 
sovereign hand of God, aud which has since been more or less 
under the polluting influence of wrong desires and unholy 
motives, may be whoUy sanctified, and may flow out in su- 
preme love to God, and cordial love to all saints, and in 
intense compassion for perishing sinners; that it may be 
divorced £rom worldly and wedded to heavenly objects ; that 
my c(m5c%69»ce, which has been too unfaithful, may be quick- 
ened to its office, and never suffer me to be quiet in the least 
sinful indulgence ; that my body may indeed be the temple 
of the living Grod ; that my feet may walk in the way of 
Christ's commands, and be ever ready to go on his errands ; 
that my hands be often stretched out in offering Christ to 
sinners, and may be ready to every good work ; that my 
mouth may be opened in Christ's cause, my tongue be as the 
pen of a ready writer, and my lips feed many. O Lord, 
accept the unreserved surrender of my whole self to thee. 

^ 2. That God, who has the hearts of aU in his hands, and 
overrules all events, would dispose the people to attend to the 
word preached, and o]^ before me wide and effectual doors 
of opportunity. 

*• 3. That the Holy Spirit may be afforded to make the 
word eflectual to the conversion and salvation of souls ; that 
the Dene volent designs of the Missionary. Society may not be 
lost, and I return empty-handed and ashamed, and be a shame 
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to diose who seat me. How easilj can Grod bless or 
UastJ' 

^ 4. That my partner in the mission may be more and more 
engaged and assisted ; and as he has more learning than my* 
self, that he may have more graee, and be more abundantl j 
blessed with success. 

< 5. That God wonld poor a spirit of grace and supplica- 
tion on the Missionary Society, that its members may pray 
fbr their missionaries ; that, as Aaron and Hur stayed up the 
hands of Moses, so they may stay up the hands of their na»' 
gionaries ; (their ardent prayers I esteem more than all their 
fimds;) and that their prayers may return with blessings 
Qpon their own heads by revivalB (^religion in their several 
congregations. 

< 6. That the endeavors of the pious in Sullivan fbr being 
organized into a church may be succeeded, that thereby the 
cause of truth may be promoted ; and as they meet this afte]>> 
noon to confer on the subject, that God may be with them. 

' 7. That God would preserve and provide for my family 
during my absence, and return me in safety, carrying some 
sheaves with me. Felt very importunate for spiritual bless- 
ings for my wife. Prayed for my children separatdy. 
Thought of the cause of religion in that region ; and mj 
neighbors were not forgotten. 

< Enjoyed a comfortable season in preaching, at 4 o'dodc' 
Saturday he lectured in Cherryfield, where he spent the 

following day. 

' Sabbath 13th,' he says : < Retired into the forest for secret 
devotion, and pleaded with the Lord for one soul in this place. 
Preached in a bam to a full and attentive assembly. Enjoyed 
less of Divine assistance than I wished. God is a sovereign; 
and I ought to be willing to be as day in his hands, with 
which he may ftdfil his pleasure. Rode to Columbia,^ and 
preached ia the evening to quite an assembly; and God 
graciously afforded his aid, both in preaching and prayer* 
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A solemn season. Thanksgiving and praise to my Gpod 
Master. ' 

At East Machias on Tuesday, meeting Messrs. Wines and 
Fisher, thej proceeded to Dennysviiley passing through more 
tiian twenty miles of unbroken forest The road of course 
was bad, and the travelling slow; and before completing 
the distance, .he felt fsdnt and weary, and < longed for at 
least one soul, east of the wood, who should bless Grod that' 
he f labored through.' At Pembroke, the next day, where 
bis associates left him for Bobbioston, he preached to a small 
assembly, some of whom gave practical evidence that they 
felt the truths dispensed. ^ Previous to the meeting, (he says), 
had a longing desire, that, as Satan had often harassed me 
with his temptations, and sometimes overcome, God would 
enable me to discomfit him, and make inroads upon his 
kingdom.' 

From a point about three miles south of Pembroke, he was 
set on to Moose Island, (now Fastpoit), a distance of five 
miles, in a birch-<;anoe. Here he found most of the pro- 
fessors Calvimst Baptists. Some five or six years previoosi 
a revival had existed under the labors of a Mr. Murphy, in 
oonsequence of which a church of that order had been formed* 
He speaks of them as having been very much prejudiced 
against the ' standing orders,' (as they styled Congregation- 
alists,) but a little sofiened in their feelings. Some, with whom 
he conversed, were unwilling to believe that Gk)d could own 
infiuit baptism by affording his special presence when it was 
administered. He felt constrained to testify, he says, that, to 
his certain knowledge, if he knew anything about experimental 
religion, God does thus own it. 

The following Sabbath he preached in the Baptist meeting- 
house ; and we here see how he was received, notwithstand- 
ing existing prejudices. As usual, he earnestly sought in 
seeret Divine assistance m the public duties of &e day. A 
large assembly collected. And (he says), < felt the weight of 
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the tratlus I diapensedy and was mneh dtawn out in prayer. 
Many countenances were solemn, and many eyes tearfuL' 
Unexpectedly, a collection was taken up lor him, which he 
afterwards found to be quite generous. In the evening he 
preached again, in the upper part of the Island. Of this, he 
aays, < It was truly a refreshing season. The Lord seemed 
to be in the midst of us in very deed. My heart seemed to 
melt and dissolve in me in love to God and his people.' Such 
a day called forth devout acknowledgments to God in his 
evemng retirement. Of this he says, ^ My heart overflowed 
with gratitude to Grod for his goodness towards me. Besought 
him to keep me from spiritual pride. Oh, how often has this 
enemy of my peace spoiled all my spiritual enjoyment, and 
xobbed God of his due. Oh, to abound in humility and 
watchfulness, in prayerfulness and diligence!' 

He had reached the extremity of the State, and now codxp 
menced his return. On Monday he enjoyed great tendemesa 
end freedom, in speaMng and prayer, at a lecture, from Gen. 
24 : 49, *< Now if ye wiU deal kindly and truly with my nut- 
ter, tell me," etc Many were affected. In the evening of 
the same day he preached at Dennysville, from Heb. 2 : 3, 
^ How shall we escape," etc., where also some were in tears. 

On Wednesday, at Ghandlersville, (now Jone6bQrough)r, he 
gave a lecture in the forenoon, and says, < Felt mudi for my 
hearers. Could not learn that there was a Christian in the 
place. God may have a Lot or two in some comer.' In the 
afternoon he preached at Columbia; and in the evening again, 
at Addison. Here we have an instance of the manner in 
which his mind seized on and improved trivial circumstances. 
< Entering the meeting-house (he says), while only lighted 
with one or two candles, the dimness impressed me solemnly ; 
and in the first prayer felt uncommon enlai^ment {w the 
church generally. Grasped the whole in the arms of love 
and faith, and rejoiced in k)oking forward to the time when 
her breaches and divisions shall be healed, [he was among 
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CSuiBtiaitt of anodier order}, and her diomeas removed, aad 
sbe ahould shine forth in united glory, ^ her light being oome, 
and the glorj of the Lord being risen upon her."' One ao 
qnainted with him, and his fervency and power in prayer, 
and cmly such a one, can figure to himself the interest of thia 
aoene. He then preached from Psalm 137 : 1, 2, << If I foi^ 
thee, O Jerusalem," etc^ and adds, < Scarcely ever enjoyed 
sudi freedom and engagedness* Praise the Lord, O my souL' 

At Gouldsborough, the next day, where he preached from 
the text, ^ Escape for thy life," he prayed between the body 
of the sermon and the application. Such peculiarities ai^ 
found in a few instances. But they arose ^x>ntaneoasly from 
ike sdbmnity and earnestness oi his own mmd, and were 
never introduced for e£feet. His hearers appear to have feh 
too. 

On ^Saturday, the 26th, himself and Mr. Wines embodied 
a church of £rar males and three females at Sulhvan. H« 
tarried and preached the next day, in which he enjoyed ' pe« 
onliar solemnity/ and administCTed the Lord's Supper. The 
ordinance, he says, was never before administered in the plaoew 
Before leaving, he received another member to the diureh. 

A day or two after this, we find him improving the time, 
while passing through a wood, in prayer, — beseeching the 
Lord to give him assistance in dispensing his word; telling 
him that his time was spending every day, -^ hours and mo* 
m^its were hurryii^ by, — and entreating him that it might 
not be spent in vain, and by and by his glass be run, and 
nothing done for Gk>d. 

The following Sabbath (October 4th), he spent on the 
island of Mount Desert. Here an unhappy event shows his 
sacred regard for everything which pertains to God and re- 
ligion. He was baptizing a child. Lnmediately on pro* 
noundng the name of the Trinity, he was told that he had 
mistaken its name* In the confusion of the moment, instead 
of correcting the error, he applied water again, repeating the 
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finrmula, — thus, in efi^t, re-baptizing. < The thought of hav- 
ing 80 done, (he sajs), deprived my mind of all peace during 
the remainder of the evening. Was not relieved till I spread 
the matter before God the next morning, and entreated him 
to sanctify the trial for my good.' Of a lecture in another 
neighborhood on the island, he says, ^ My soul was mdlted with 
love to God and to souls ; and a number of the hearers ap- 
peared to feel the same. The chords of affection whidi seemed 
to bind me to Grod's people, made it hard tearing away, while 
they with tears inquired, why I could not stay longer.' 

During the week, as he passed along, he lectured every 
day. Saturday found him at Frankfort, where he spent the 
Sabbath. For a third service, he crossed the Penobscot to 
the upper part of Bucksport His subject was Prayer. 
< Many, (he says,) were in tears. One person went weeping 
along the road after meeting. He said that the preaching 
was all against him ; but he hoped he should do bett^ in 
future. He had once indulged hope of being a Christian. I 
told him he must be careful of resolving in his own strength. 
Peter thought he would die with Christ rather than deny 
him ; but he found he could do nothing when Christ lelt him 
to himself.' 

Thursday the 15th found him back at Penobscot attending 
an Ecclesiastical Council for the dismission of Kev. Mr. 
Powers. With deep reluctance, his dismission was advised. 
In view of it he says, < Felt burdened and distressed at the 
thought of the bereavement to be experienced by this diurch 
and people, in their weak and divided state. Fdt, I trust, 
the exercise of faith that God will take care of his sinking 
cause here.' The day a^er, at the request of his dismissed 
brother, he stopped and preached a lecture. He spoke from 
the words, " Thy will be dwie." The nature and duty of un- 
reserved submission, and the consistency of this with the use 
of means to remove an evil, were the thoughts on which he 
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dwelt He was mncli melted himself; and the chaids of 
dympathj yibrated sensibly in the breasts of his heareTS, 

The following Sabbath he spent opposite to Bangoi', kl* 
what is now Brewer. He passed down the Penobscot to Ham-' 
den, and preached lectures saxd made calls on his way hame-* 
wavd^ On the road he called on a Christian friend with 
whom he had had some previous acquaintance, who said that 
he was ^ Hke a pelican in the wilderness ; " not a professed 
CfarisliBn within four or five miles of him ; all irreligious and 
profane.* At another place, he says, ^ Conversing with two 
men for whose souls I felt a tender and solemn concern, orer- 
heavd one of them, as he left the house,' say he beUeved we 
were d — — d religious. Thought that I had much rather 
bttur the reproadi of such a refiectioKn than to hear it said-^^ 
I don't «ee as these ministers talk any more about reli^Mm 
ibaa other folks^ and dre as fidl of the world.' 

He readied home, with a heart full of gratitude to Gk>d for 
his goodness^ October 2dd, having been*absent ten week^ 

in Wilton and Farmii^ton some appearances of an ap- 
|ff08clilng shower of mercy now existed. In the former plaoe 
be preaehed the next Sabbat ; and of the afternoon service he 
says, ^ The Lord in very deed helped me to prary and preadk 
The word appemred to fall with power upon the hearers.' 
The next day he lectured in Farmingtoa from the woxdn^ 
« Oh, ye dry bones^ heaar the word of the Lord ! " He enjoyed 
imoommon freedom, solemfnity^ mid engagedness; and the 
assembly was much impressed^ Hid hopeB of aa out-pouring 
of the Spirit and the conversion of sinners were much reused. 

Afler a lecture at Vienna the next day, which had been^ 
edinfortable season to himself he was attacked on some things 
he had advanced. The assailant affirmed that the tensors of 
hM are the beginning of the new birth $ f^M* such, in dread- 
ing pum^iment> were afraid of God ; and '^the fear of the 

* We shall hear from thig place again, "this was a new region, 
dfittlemeftta bafd eommencedoiki^'afewyears in this town (Albion). 

8 
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Lord is the beginning of wisdom." He replied, if suet fear 
is wisdom, the devils have it ; for they fear and tremble.* 
His opponent answered, ' They have ; for the devils are wiser 
than any of us.' He rejoined, * Then the devil has the begin- 
ning of the new birth, — the new birth begins in hell ! * No 
reply was made ; and he proceeded to explain the difference 
between slavish and filial fear. 

A difficulty had arisen in the church at Canaan, now Bloom- 
field. An impression existed that a portion of its members 
were professors only ; and others would not join. On the 
30th ^ October, himself and Mr. Wines attended to an ap- 
pointment to advise with them in the case. The persons con- 
cerned first held a meeting by themselves, and agreed to 
renew their covenant A council was to be called, a reorgmi- 
iflation to take place, and such only were to be admitted as 
gave satisfitctory evidence of piety. This appears to have 
been attended to on the 18th and 19th of the follo¥ring month. 
An Ecclesiastical council was convened ; fifteen persons were 
examined, six o^ whom belonged to the existing church ; and 
oat of these, eleven were accepted. Leaving befiire the bu^ 
ness was closed, he does not state whether the reorganizatioa 
took place ; but doubtless it did. 

The 2d of November, according to an agreement with Mr. 
Wines, he observed as a day of private fisisting and prayer. 
The following were the themes of supplication : — 

< 1. That we may be humble for all which has been amis% 
and which may hinder God's working by us. 

< 2. That we may be favored with greater measures of 
sanctification, and made more fit for our Master's use. 

« 8. That God would bless our labors past, and espedallj 
those to come. 

^ 4. That the Lord would bless other missifMiaries who may 
,be employed by the same Society, and those who are em- 
ployed by other societies through the world. 

* 5. Th^t the Society whidi sent us forth may be guided 
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and Uessed in all their eflforts, employing only suitable men^ 
and abounding in prayer for tbeir Buccess. 

< 6. That the moyement toward an Evangelical church in 
Bloomfield may be prospered, and followed with the blessing 
of a faithful pastor and a ref(»rmation among the people.* 

*' 7. That the. hopeful appearances in Farmington and 
vicinity may be followed by a general and glorious revival, 
free from corrupt mixtures. 

< 8. That our £unilies may be &vored with temporal, but 
especially with spiritual blessings, and religion prosper in the 
churches with which we are connected. 

< 9. That the cause of true religion may be advanced in the 
land and through the world. 

. < Felt my mind much drawn out in spreading these things 
befi)re the Lord, (he adds,) especially the 6th and 7th parti- 
culars. Pleaded with God for Farmington, even to an agony, 
till my strength seemed almost spent Bead many portions 
of Scripture with application and satis&ction. Bead the 
whole of Solomon's Song, and prayed over every verse. It 
is a sweet book, when the heart is in a suitable frame.' 

The following conversations, which occurred near to each 
other, show the clearness of his own conceptions, and the 
readiness he possessed in making plain to others what was 
plain to himself. 

' Called on a family the parents of which had been under 
some awakenings. Bemarked cm the preciousnessof the soul, 
and the necessity of repentance, love to God, and faith in 
Christ The man inquired, * How shall I get this love ? ' I 
replied, ^ Not by continuing in disobedience ; it is exercised 
in repentance and faith.' ' But are not repentance and faith 
the gifts of God ? ' ^ They are.' < How then am I to blame 
for not exercising them, when God does not give them?' 
* For voluntarily exerdsing the opposite sinful feelings. Sup- 
pose you had a child who was unwilling to do what you re- 

* The reader will observe that this was before the Coancil met. 
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qttirecl, would he not be calpable ? ' ' Yee : but I have net 
the power to change the will oi my dbald.' < Trae : but sapr 
pose you had, would not the child be blamable for all the 
stubbornness he exercised before you turned his wiU?' 
* Yes/ < Then all the unrenewed we criminal for all th^r 
. opposition to God and holiness before he changes their hearts.' 
< But God does not change the hearts of all.' * True : but if 
all those who are renewed are criminal for their opposition to 
God till Ihey are renewed, then all who are never renewed 
will be altogether and forever to blame for their opposition to 
holiness ; and it will be righteous in God to send them to 
peidition.' He was silent I proceeded to remark on the 
guilt, folly, and danger of sinners in neglecting die great sal* 
vation, and ruining their own souls. Observed that I feared 
tiieir state was bad ; and unless the Lord showed them more 
men^ than they were dii^iosed to show to their own souky 
they would never be saved. They wept In praying with 
th^n, my soul seemed to melt within pne in tender ccmoem 
for the conversion and salvation of them and their children* 
Oh, how lamentable to see whole families excusing themselves 
fnnn. heaven and happiness, and virtually asking the privilege 
of going quietly to perdition 1 ' 

* Conversed with a ms^ who had difficulties with the doo- 
trines of election and special grace. Asked him how he woul4 
like to have the terms of salvation stand. Whether it would 
not be thus : Salvation provided, and freely offered ; and men 
lelt to choose or re^e, just as they please ? He answered, 
Tes. I replied, that such are the facts in relation to all who 
perish from under the light of the Gospel. Salvation is pro- 
vided, and ofiered, and they refuse ; and if God had done no 
more, all would inevitably perish, since all refuse. Now, God 
has done all you wish for, and un^^eakaUy more. He has 
made the salvation of a vast multitude certain. By special 
gvace, he removes the obstinacy of their hearts, so that, they 
choose life and go to heaven ; and can you, dear ^ir, find fault 
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nrUk God beeause he does so maoh better with mankind than 
jon QYen wish him to do ? — Here the ocmversadon ended. 

* Had some talk with a Umversalist who bdieved in limited 
fbtare ponishment I asked him if sinners will be punished 
as much as the law requires. He replied that they will. Then, 
said I, the law will clear them ; they will not need forgive- 
ness ; and when they get to heaven, they will not have to 
ascribe Uieir salvation to having their robes washed in the 
blood of the Lamb, but in hell-fire. They will reach heaven 
through some other name than that of Jesus. He then said 
that the punishments they were to endure were to bring them 
to repentance. I replied, Then hell is a state of trial as well 
as this, and all the threatenings of wrath amount to pramiset 
of giving superior means offfraee to the impenitent. And aup* 
pose they should not be brought to repentance by that state 
of trial, must they go to another, or receive final sentence ? 
If they go to another, since the first punishment did not 
reform them, the second may not, and so on forever ; and 
what is the difibrence between remaining always in such a 
state of trial and being forever damned ? ' 

The month of November he spent in New Sharon, New 
"Vineyard, New Portland, Industry, Anson, and Solon ; con- 
stantly journeying, lecturing, visiting, and ccmversing. Isl 
one of these visits he found a young woman, giving encourag- 
ing evidence of piety, who was awakened by hearing him in 
Norridgewock the June previous ; and in another he found a 
youthful pious mother, who had recently buried her only 
chfld, and who attributed her awakening to a sermon he 
preached in Farmington more than two years before. He 
was thus cheered by some evidence of success in his labors. 

One event shows with what care he looked after the scat- 
tered sheep of Christ's fold. He had spent the Sabbath in 
the upper part of Solon, preaching as usual three times* 
Soon after day-^ght on Monday morning, he left his lodgings 
and walked up the river about three miles, to a Mr. Bak^Sy 

8* 
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wbo was moedj ooofined by lameneft^and infirmily, «nd whp 
with his wife aad soma of their childfen, were Methodic prop* 
fessors. He conversed and j^v^ed witji them, and returned 
to fulfil other engagements. 

While thus awaj, he learned that the awakening in Wilton 
had spread to all parts of the tQwnt His desire for the parilty 
and genuineness of the work led him to rise be^^re day, an4 
retire to beseech God that he would ' preserve his po^(^ 
there from extravagancies and irregularities*' 

The following illustrates the trials which fiu^id mis^ioo^ 
l^ies have sometimes to encounter. , At a lecture in ■ * i ■ j^ 
irom Prov. 1 : 24-26, " Because I have called," etc*, some of 
his hearers were disturbed by some remarks on the iQecesfity 
of special grace and kindred topics, grounded on iixe woirdS| 
^ no man regarded." At the close of the meeting, they gathered 
arpund him, saying many things, aad asking inany question^ 
|{/9 replied) endeavoring to place the matter in a light cleariy 
to be seen and easily to be understood. But all did not satis* 
fy^ One man said that if Gk)d had provided ^salvation for aU» 
and offered it to them, and decreed that they should iiot hav§ 
it) and would not give them a distpositlou to accept, hq was 
worse than the devil, and did but niock his poor creatures ! 
Qe cautioned them to beware that they did not blaspheiQQ ; 
aiid told them that they understood the matter wn>ng froQ^ 
b^ginning to end, < Felt calm, (he says,) in conversing^ bu| 
was grieved for their ignorance, and (as I thought) obstinacy; 
Felt uncomfortable in mind aflterwards; but, carrying tb^ 
Setter to God, obtained reUef, Believe it my duty to brii^ 
opt; the truth according to God's word, with solemnity an4 
meekness ; and let him make what use of it he pleases.' 

Near the beginning of Pecember, his various labors and 
exposures brought upon him ari oppressive hoarseness and 
asthmatic symptoms, which laid him by for about three weeki* 
Sat if he could not do one thing in his Master's service, h^ 
pus^ do another. The firat Sabbat^ of his ceuSnem^t, i^ 
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nfA a Mmwm to hk fiunfij, praying befote pud after, aad 
<4}kiog some, Oa this d^j he says, < I Can scarcely reoolleot 
when I have staid from meeting on the Sabbath before.' The 
next SabbaUiy after his family had gicme to a meeting in thfi 
neighborhood, he retired to his chamber, and poured out his 
P9i|} to Grod for those who w'ere attending public worship, and 
^ those who were disappoiiited where he expected to have 
beee. He retir^ a number of times &r prayer during the 
4ay* Bi the ev^ing, f^ prayer-meeting was held at his houses 
in whieh ofk aeeouDt of his indisposition he had intended to 
take DO pa^ But bis feelings for the unconverted were such 
diat be could not re&ain from speafciiig. He exhorted them 
p from the brink of the grave ; and a number were deeply 
qlSlcted. Jn ^u»ily-prayer, he felt admitted to an uneommoa 
nearness to Gedt And so delightful was the interview that 
lie (bH% wiUiq^ er raiher desirous, to depart and be with the 
l4)pd. The tblrol Sabbath, the neighbors eoUected at his 
hmisQ for 4 seeietj-meeting; and he felt it sweet to join in 
tb^ worship ci Qo4 In the afternoon he says, < I could not 
%0o\i pmying C9i(se, And a sweet, solemn time it was, M j 
^eATt wdiB full to overflowing for saints and sinners.' An 
evening prayer-meeting was also held at his house* 01 thifl 
bfi 99P, ^ Internal things appeared so reed u> my mind, that I 
^phM not well forbear taking a part I talked and prayed s 
%iid truly the Lord drew near to iny soql in these duties, 
Who epuld forbear,. when souls are perishing ? I was ready 
ti^ include, that spei^ing for God would be a good employ-* 
xo^at in which to die. Family and secret prayer, both 
moaning and evening, were sweet and delightfi;!. *0h, how 
satisfying, (he adds,) is ike spiritual presence of Grod ! And 
if so comfortable here, what must it be hereafter to all 
eternity!' 

During this confinement, he made out the report of his 
mission for fifteen weeks. On examination, he found that 
during one hundred mi flfteen days, embraced in bis return. 
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lie had 'preached one hundred and sixteen times, attended ^VB 
conferences, four pr&jer-meetings, and two councils ; assiBted 
in gathering two churches ; administered the Lord's Supper 
three times; baptized two adults, and thirteen diUdraoi; 
visited many families ; and observed two days of private £swt* 
ing and prayer/ It appears by no means strange' tiiat, after 
such an amount and variety of labor crowded into a space so 
brief, and the encountering of various exposures, (for no 
weather stopped him,) sickness was the result And yet, as 
we proceed, we shall find this a pretty fair specim^i of the 
manner in which he spent the greater part of many years. 

Towards the dose of the month, he so &r recovered as to 
venture to preach on the last Sabbath. The meeting was at 
a neighbor's; and he spoke from PsaJm 118:17, ^ I shaO 
not die, but live, and dedare the works of the Lord." 

On the 8th of January, 1802, he received an appointment 
from the Massachusetts Missionary Society fi>r a winter mis* 
sion. But on this he was not quite ready to enter. He did 
not, however, remit his diligence in his Master^s cause. B^ 
suming his labors at the time just specified, he preadbed ob 
the Sabbath, lectured, attended prayer-meetings, and visited, 
in the town and vicinity, much as before. 

On the twenty-first day of January he attended a meeting 
in the north part of Industry for the organization of a chnrdi 
in that town and New Vineyard. Li this he was assisted by 
his brother-in-law, Samuel Sewall,* who was licensed to 
preach when he was ordained. A church was formed, con- 
sisting of eight members. Here he had the pleasure of bap- 
tizing and receiving to the household of faith one who was 
awakened under his ministry about a year previous. A few 



* Mr. Greenleaf, in his * Ecclesiastical Sketches,' Bays that he 
assisted by Mr. Samuel Sewall, a Uce&tiate, — afterwards settled in 
Sumner. This is a mistake. The person .who assisted him was after- 
wards settled in Edgecomb. The two Samuels were cousins. The 
former here named was not licensed till some years after this. 
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da^ after dus, on a yi^t to Yaasalboroogli, he &uiid a man 
living evidence of piety who was awakened bj his preadung 
there the Jane preTioas ; and he records a deep sense of hit 
unworthiness to be the instrument of good to souls, and 
iaeribes all the glorj to God. 

Of a lecture in J^orth Augusta, at this time, he says, ^I felt 
swch moved and solemnized in prayer and in speaking. My 
vhole somI flowed out afhsr God in behalf of poor sinners« 
cod also toward them in addressing them. Cannot but hop9 
that some good will follow this evening's opportunity. I tarr 
ried in the school-house till the people had withdrawn, and 
^i^re poured out my soul to God in thanksgiving for the ast 
ustance afforded, and in ardent supplications that a blessing 
my fi^Wp and (or assistance in time to come.' Bis own ab- 
sent &jmij were remembered ( and he felt much for the chil* 
dinm <^ the &mily where he passed the night. 

Babbath, January Slst, he spent at Augusta $ fmd feeling 
mther duy, he feared that be was about to be deserted in th9 
duties of the day. He went to the place of worohip, (the 
0ourMK>usey) tr^nUing, lest the Lord should withdraw, and 
leave him to serve alone; but his fears were dispelled, aad 
he was enabled to speak with freedom, and enjoyed enlarge- 
ment and solemnity in prayer. In the afternoon the assembly 
was large, and the Lord gave him increayssing strength. All 
ware attentive and solemn, and some were much affected. 
Going to an i^pointment for a lecture in the evening at North 
Augusta, he was surprised to find the school-house so crowded 
that he could scarcely enter. Speaks of it as a solemn 
season. On his way home, Monday, February 1 st, he preached 
again. The next morning he speaks of having awaked in. 
the night under an overwhelming sense of his sinfulness, and 
of having risen and retired, and with tears and sobs poured 
oat his confessions to God, and entreated forgiveness throi^h 
Christ ' K the mercy of God (he remarks), and the merits 
of Christ were not infinite, I should have no hope. In morn- 
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ing devotions had aimflar feetings. Xngenooiis penitence ia « 
bitter-sweet, — bitter, as it relates to the criminal oocouUm ; 
and sweet, as it is tuitable in %t$df^ and as it relates to the* in- 
finite ocean of God's mercy in Cbiist !' 

The mission for which he had received an appointment 
was performed in the vicinity of his residence. He com- 
menced it on the 4th of February; and it appears to have 
continued to the latter part of May. We give a sketch of 
about a week at its commencement as a specimoi of the 
manner in which it was fulfilled. 

'* Saturday, 6th. Went to N. Sharon, and attended a prayer* 
meeting in the evening. Some special religious interest es* 
ists in different neighborhoods in this town. 

< Sabbath, 7th. Preached in the forenoon from Luke 16 ; 
81, <^ If they hear not Moses and the prophets," etc ; and in 
the afternoon, firom Mark 5 : 26, <^ And was nothing betteredf 
but rather grew worse." Preached in the evening firom Amos 
4: 12, << Prepare to meet thy God." Possessed a state of 
mind somewhat suited to the solemnity of the subject Scmie 
solemnity in the assembly. Oh, that good may be dcpe, and 
God have the glory.' 

< Monday, 8th. Visited five families and a school, and 
preached in the evening. Blessed be God for opportnnitieB 
of trying to do good. 

< Tuesday, 9th. Preached in the evening from Bev. 3 : 20, 
^ Behold, I stand at the door and knock." Numbers appeared 
impressed under the word. 

< Wednesday, 10th. Went to Industry. Preached in the 
afternoon from Prov. 8 : 36, ^ All they that liate me, love 
death." Attended a conference meeting in the evening. A 
young man was present who was awakened by hearing me 
speak from the words, ^ Mj spirit shall not always strive with 
man," more than a year since ; and who gives some evidence 
of piety. 

< Thursday, 11th. Went to the north part of the town. 
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and preached from Hos. 13:8, ^Oh Israel, th<m hast de- 
stroyed thyself^'* etc 

'Friday, 12th. Went to Farmington; visited a namber 
of fiunilies, and preached in die evening. Enjoyed freedom 
in speaking, and solenmity in prayer. 

< Saturday, 18th. Attended a conference meeting in the 
afternoon. Li private evening devotions, enjoyed an uncom- 
mon season in pouring out my soul to God. 

* Sabbath, 14th. Preached to a full assembly. The Lord 
helped me to speak his word with solemnity, and some degree 
of plainness. Went home, and attended a prayer-meeting in 
the evening. Felt much pity and earnestness in addressli^ 
the unconverted, and praying forthem. 

'Monday, 15th. Preached in the evening in the lower 
part of Farmington, on the west side of the river. Felt, in 
some measure, the perishing condition of sinners. 
. 'Tuesday, l^h. Visited several fiunilies. Preached in 
the afternoon, in another neighborhood, from Psalm 115 : 8, 
''They that make them are like unto them,** etc. Enjoyed 
sc^emnity and tenderness in speaking and in prayer. In stiH 
another neighboihood, attended a conference in the evening. 

' Wednesday, 17ih. Visited a few fiunilies. Found enjoy- 
ment in conversing and praying. Had a lecture at the centre 
of the town. Felt quite disheartened to see so few attend. A 
slight fiiDing of snow, indeed, — but nothing to prevent the 
prosecution of worldly business. The Lord is visiting other 
places in the vicinity ; and here the people seem to remain 
unmoved. Notwithstanding these discouragements, however, 
felt my heart considerably warmed in dispensing God's word. 
Att^ided a prayer-meeting in the evening, about a mile from 
this. Was discounted again hj the absence of some pro- 
fessors whom I had invited and expected. Oh ^^Lord, I am 
brought low ; help thou me; for vain is the help of man.'' J£ 
professed Christians who absent tihemselves from weekly (not 
to. say. Sabbath) meedi^, knew how much discouragement 
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and fliifiariiig their abeenee cfiea ooeadioii» ta ftnliatOTBy and 
to their more panctnal brethren, tbej would fed eodstfainedy 
from mere faamaait j^ if from no higher princ^le, to dtutoge 
their habits. When sln^ishneaB pleads for repose, or world« 
liness for a different approprialion <3i tam^ and a aleepj eoim 
scienoe assents to the arrangement and {Hranoanoes the act 
innocent, thej maj be inflicting a womd wldch reaches the 
very hearts of their bretloen and which is deeplj iiymnoos 
to the cause of religion^ 

A meeting which he attended on the second of March gi^es 
occasion to speak of an association which might have been 
previooslj noticed. Schism in the bodj of Christ was to him 
a painful thought He longed to see union and feUowship 
among eyangeMcal Christians of diiferent denondnations. 
This led him to suggest the forming of a Union Conference* 
Measmres had been taken, and a set of rules ad<^ted, and » 
regular oiganization formed in the latter port <^ 1799. It 
embraced persons from to/ae eommunioiiB^ Congregi^ioBalists^ 
Calvmist Baptists, Freew^ Baptists^ and Methodists. Tbey 
met qnarterlj. The former part c£ the day was spent ia 
devotional exercises^ speaking of the dealings of God wkh 
their own sools, and in mutual exhortatioiL In the aftenioon 
a sermon was preached* The moderator and preacher were 
chosen from the different denominaticms in rotation. How 
long this OTganization existed, we h6ve not the means of 
saying. A thought^ however, may be here suggested* 8p»* 
ritual intercourse among Christians of different orders tends 
to prevent or remove asperities, and promote brotherly love. 
And the breaking up of neighborhoods and towns into ^^et* 
eoi denominations, (which is often deeply lamented,) may be 
a part of a great plan in whi^ God int^ids^ by bringhig into 
contiguity Christians of different sentiments, to make them 
acquainted with each others' hearts, and tender of each others' 
feelings i and thus lead them to look on their mutual diflfer- 
QBces with candor and kindness, Bnd gradually to 9ee and 
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renounce what is enooeons, and ultunatolj agree in their views 
of the truths ef the Christian system. How much he is now 
doing in this way to produce that oneness of sentiment and feel- 
ing which is to duuracterize the church in the state of triumph 
and ^ory on earth, to which it is advancing, time must determine, 

We are unwilling to pass over the entire period of this 
ndssioa without saying that, aside fix)m the impressions which 
his preadiing quite frequently produced, and the anxious 
perscms whom, in some places, he addressed, he found some 
dieenng evidence of a blessing upon his previous labors. In 
A^rii, he ioand a man in New Vineyard indulging hope who 
was awakened hj a sermon he preached there in November 
previous. In Sidney, also, toward the dose of May, he found 
a lad about twelve years old giving hopeful evidence of piety, 
and a woman in Yassalborou^h professing to have been re* 
n^wed, both of whom attributed the commencement of tb^ 
iKxrk of grace in their hearts to his preaching the August 
he&ffe^ as be eiitered upon his eastern mission. The reader 
will remember the day of solemn fiusting and prayer which 
immediately preceded that missiim, and the tears with which 
he w^t fy^ bearing the predous seed of truth; and wiU 
r^ice that he was permiitted so soon to see some sheaves of 
a spiritual harvest garnered as the result 

From May to the 8th of October, he appears not to have 
been engaged in a mission, or to have been in the employ of 
any particular sodety. His labors during this time wer^ 
bestowed in Chesterville and the neighboring towns. And 
in the record he has l^ft of these, we find few instances 
of eoldness and dulness. Generally, there was the same 
earnest and successful looking to God for help, and the same 
assistance expeiienoed, whidi we have previously noticed. 
On a journey of some twenty^ve miles, with a lectore on the 
way, instead of whiling away the hours in idle thoughts, or 
spending them as a mere recreation, we find him employing 
most Qf the time in pmyer ; and then, on the Sabbath follow 
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tag this, between the labors of the day and evening, he makes 
a hearty and iresh dedication of himself — all his powers of 
body and soul — to Grod, to be used as an instmment of at- 
tacking Satan's kingdom ; and then, going forth to doty in the 
strength of the Lord, he enjoys uncommon solemnity and 
engagedness in prayer and in dispensing the word of God. 
He had occasion to rejoice also in the prosperity of Zion. To 
the little church of which he was a member he had the 
pleasure of receiving, in July, twelve members at one time. 

The interest which he felt in the cause of Christ did not 
allow him to be indifferent to anything which affected the 
peace of the churches, or the honor of the Christian name. 
Whatever affected these he sensibly felt ; and was ready for 
any service by which an injury could be redressed, or a wound 
be healed. He felt somewhat of the Apostle's *^care of all 
the churches " in the vicinity ; and once in ChesterviH^, and 
once in Norridgewock, during the season, we ^nd him em- 
ployed in relieving, and hopefully removing, difficulties which 
had arisen. 

It will be expected, of course, that considerable attentkm 
was clidmed by his domestic concerns. But this, with dl 
the other labors devolving upon him, did not prevent him 
from taking an interest in the religious instruction of children 
and youth. Being now somewhat at home, he conducted a 
catechetical exercise among the children in his own neighbor- 
hood, and in another a few miles distant The method he 
pursued, was to encourage them to commit from the Assem- 
bly's Shorter Catechism, and come together for redtaticm. 
He would then question, and ihmiliarly explain, illustrate^ 
and enforce. This was accompanied by fervent prayer, in 
which the immortal interests of the fitde flock around hsm 
were commended to God. 

His whole religious history we see marked with forv^^t 
love to souls. An incident illustratiye of this, which occurred 
in July of this year, it may be proper to notice. It was 
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Saturday noon. He liad ooDsidenUe baj down ; and Um 
daj bdore, and up to that time, the weather had heen nn- 
fiiYorable. It thm became fiur ; and the question, what he 
should do^ arose. If he began with it, he could not get it 
entirelj fit &r the bam. He had {ffeviouslj felt the bad 
effects of bdng too deeply interested in worldlj things near 
the dose <^ the week ; and wished, with the Sabbath so near, 
to be released firom earthly cares. He asked counsel of God, 
and ccHidttded toleaye il^and go to a neighboring town where 
was his appointment &r the next daj. And he turned his 
back upon his haj with this remark : ' If it please God to 
suffer mj haj to spoSi^ so be it. If he will be so gracious as to 
^ye me one soul to-morrow, it will be a rich reward, should I 
suffer the loss of all worldlj thiii^' HaYuig thus said to the 
cares of the world as Abraham did to his senrants, "Tany 
ye here, while I go yonder and worship," he went, and en- 
joyed a solemn, interesting, and prc^table season. On Mon- 
day he attended to his hay ; and remarked, ' The hay did 
just as well as if I had felt ever so anxious about it, and I 
did much better not to be anxious.' Many others, doubtless, 
would find it equally profitable to leave their worldly concerns 
^atiiely in the hands of Grod on the Sabbath. That Sabbath 
he spent in Farmington, and felt an uncommon earnestness 
in prayer fiir an out-pouring of the Spirit of Grod upon that 
place. His diary frequently records the same feeling, and 
his wrestlings at the mercy seat. He seems to have had a 
peculiar anxiety for that people ; and how much the cause 
of religbn in that place is indebted, under Grod, to his inter- 
cessions, remains to be seen in the revelations of another 
world. 

The f<^owing occurrence, with its accompaniments, is deem* 
ed worthy of a place here, as it shows his dislike to litigation $ 
his readiness to yield, even where a point in law afforded, at 
the time, a prospect of successfully contesting the case ; how- 
entirely he regarded all which he possessed as God's ; his 
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habit of referring all his affairs to Divine direction ; and how, 
under all circumstances, and in whatever engaged, he must 
be about his Master's business. 

In most new settlements, the form and dimensions of roads 
are accommodated somewhat to the convenience of the inhab- 
itants ; and it so happened that a part of the road which lay 
through his farm was not fenced as wide as the law required. A 
person in another town, wishing pfobablj to profit by the portion 
of the fine which the law awards to the complainant, without 
giving any intimation of his intentions, commenced an action 
against him and a number of his neighbors for this deficiency. 
He was summoned to answer for the default, and also as a 
witness in another case. In going to the place, the same 
Bolicitode for the good of souls which so constantly infiuenced 
him, led him to converse and pray with the family where he 
called for dinner. On arriving, lest the time and trouble of 
making a defence < should be a hindrance to him in the great 
work of the ministry,' he disposed of the afiPair in the sum- 
maiy way of agreeing to pay ^e fine and costs without a triaL 
* In the evening in secret, (he says,) in the most familiar 
manner, I told God that what property he had put into my 
hands was his, and what he called for in the course of his 
providence I cheerfully resigned. Also told him what debts 
lay upon me ; and, as he had engaged to provide for me, 
(though most unworthy,) and directed me to come to faim 
for supplies, besought him to furnish me with the means of 
meeting them ; and that he would sanctify, to my spiritual 
good, all the dispensations of his providence towaxd me.' 

The next day, waiting for the case in which his testimony 
was required, he preached in the afternoon in the village 
where the court was sitting, (Augusta,) and in the evening 
at Hailowell. The day following, as the trial still lingered, 
he obtained leave of absence, and preached in the aflemoon 
at North Augusta, and in the evening at Sidney. The next 
morning he crossed the river before breakfast ; and, on his 
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waj to court, visited and prayed with a sick wotnan. Were 
every member of the household of faith as carefully to fill up 
time with the service of God, how much more would be 
accomplished than now is I 

The word of God assures us that those who win live godly 
in Christ Jesus shall sufier more or less of opposition and 
abuse in this revolted world. And it is honorable to rehgicniy 
when in the spirit of their Mastar they can meet such treat> 
ment with meekness said a disposition to forgive. Returning 
from a lecture in a neighboring town, in which he had spoken 
of a great revival in Kentucky where a number of deists had 
been ht^^efully converted, he was abusively accosted by a 
man of ddstical sentiments, and accused of standing up before 
Grod, and under the pretence of preaching the Gospel, telling 
over ' a parcel of newspaper whims.' He attempted at first 
calmly to defend himself. This only drew forth fresh torrents 
of abuse from the man, who finally toLd him that < he could 
not preach a sermon without blackguarding, if he were to go 
to h — ^11 ! ' At itas he quietly rode on, counting it an honor 
to bear reproach for Christ's sake, and feeling that he could 
adopt the prayer of the Saviour on the cross, ^ Father, fi>rgive 
them ; for they know not what they do." Both the accuser 
and the accused are now in the other world, and both know 
whether deism or Christianity ftimishes the needed resting- 
place fi>r the soul of man. 

Near the first of October, being about to enter upon another 
mission, he spent a day with his brother Samuel in prayer, 
that they both might possess ministerial qualifications, and 
might be assisted and succeeded in the great work; and, 
particularly, that he might enjoy the Divine presence and 
blessing in his contemplated tour. 

On the 8th, he took an afiecticmate leave of his family, and 
started on another tour eastward. He commenced his jour- 
ney on an upper route through New Sharon, Starks, Norridge- 
wock, eta ; and struck the track he had finmerly taken at 

9* 
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Albion, then called Freetown Plantation. Here he enjojed 
a solemn season in speaking from the words, ^ The wicked 
flhall be turned into hell," etc, and warning sinners of their 
guilt and danger. His subject was appropriate to the congre- 
Ipotiony for he was now in the place where his Christian friend 
compared himself to a pelican in the wilderness; and his 
admonitions w^re doubtless fiuthfhl and impressive. 

Passing through Dixmont^ then known as Collegetown, 
where he preached, (as, indeed, in every place,) he speaks 
of it as containing about thirty families, and settlements there 
as having commenced about four years previous. 

At Hamden a branch of his paternal relatives had be^ 
planted. His father's youngest sister, then Widow Crosby, 
a pious woman, whom, for the first tune, he saw on his previ- 
cms eastern mission, resided there. Her children and de- 
scendants were about her. Here he gave an evening lecture 
fh>m Esther 8": 6 — << How shall I endure to see the destruc- 
tion of my kindred ?" 'A number of my kindred, (he say^) 
were present. A solemn, affectionate season. Oh, that good 
itiay be done to souls ! ' The next day he visited and con- 
versed with some of them. ^ While praying with them, (he 
says,) my soul melted for those of them who are yet uncon- 
verted. Felt the force of my last evening's text' 

At BudLsport he found a 'young Mr. Blood,' who had 
preached there a few Sabbaths ; the same who was soon after 
settled there, and remained the pastor of that church for 
nearly forty years. 

He proceeded as far eastward as Sullivan, where he spent 
a few days, received two members to the in&nt church there, 
and administered the Lord's Supper. 

On his return, he visited Sedgwick. Here, giving two lec- 
tures, he says : ' I think I never enjoyed more solemnity and 
freedom in prayer and preaching. The Lord seemed to be 
present, and to fill my soul and my mouth. Many tears were 
shed in the assembly. I was told that two-thirds of the 
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ocmgregatiaQ imre Ghristums. All the adult penons in the 
familj wh(»e I spent the night, eight in nnmber, are prafea* 
Bora.' Of this place, he says, 'The IxMtL has done great 
things here. Last winter and spriii^ witnessed the fiMirth 
revival since Mr. Merrill's settlement. The church now con- 
sists of nearly two hundred members. Coold scareely jSnd ft 
person who was not a pn^essor of rdligion.' Mr. Merrill and 
his church were then Congr^ationalists. He was settled 
there in September, 1793 ; subsequently to which a w<Mider* 
fill out-pouring of the Spirit was granted in that vicinity. In 
1804^ Mr. Merrill changed his views of church-ordinanoes ; 
and in 1805 himself and about eighty others were immersed, 
and a Bi^tist diurch was formed. (GreenleaTs Ecclesiastical 
fetches.) 

BodOy £itigue and a ccmsequent depression of spirits, may 
often exert an influence on the state of religions enjoyment 
This was ^x>bably the case with the subject of this memoir 
in the fi>llowing instance. He had preached twice in Oiland, 
as he passed along, and again in the evening at Bucksport. 
Here, while he spoke with a comfortable readiness, he enjoy- 
ed not the accustomedmeasureof the Divine pre8enoe4 This 
occasioned him to say, ' Felt grieved for the people, who 
were in attentive expectation, only, as it appeared to me, to 
be disiq>pointed. Felt &tigued and depressed in body and 
mind ; and also ashamed and guilty, as if I ought to have 
asked the forgiveness of the peaplef as well as of Grod. Could 
get no relief in secretpray^. The Lord seemed to turn away 
his face fn»n me.' 

It is here proper to remark, that ministers often have trials 
and sufi^rings, which their hearers little su^ect When go- 
ing from the place of worship, without any special outward 
indications of the &ct, pangs may be felt within, under a 
dreadful sense of deficiency in matter, manner, or feeling. 
Standing between Grod and their fellow-men, to deal with him 
lor them, and with them for him ; a sense of falling below, 
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• 
fiur below, what they oag^t to be and do, fills ibeir mmott 

floiils with biUemess and anguish. Their hearers, perhapSi 
are satisfied; possibly, edified, — at the worst, disappoint* 
ed ; — bat they feel mortified, ^%, condemned. A sense 
of what they should be stands so fiir in advance ci what 
they attain, that, without special Divine assistance at the time, 
they are seldom if ever satisfied with their own performances. 
No reach of knowledge, or finish of learning ; no accuracy 
of logics or elegance of style, or power of oratory, will satisfy 
a spiritual mind without spiritual enjoyment. The muZ of 
the minister must approve itself to Grod, or he has fearful in- 
ward corrodings. Let this impress on every reader the im- 
- portance of fervent prayer in behalf of the ministers of the 
Gospel. If they have more enjoyments than their private 
brethren, — they also have keener sufferings, and, sometimes, 
in fearful amount 

The next morning he was comforted by renewed manifesta- 
tions of Divine love to his soul, — and religious duties were 
sweet 

Sabbath, November 7ih, we find him again at Albion. 
Here he felt an uncommon desire to be blessed in his eferts 
for the salvation of souls. But he shall speak for himselE 

* Think I was enabled to wrestle in prayer for assistance in 
the duties of the day. Longed to have some soul or souls 
heare, as the crown of my rejoicing. Had some fiuth to be- 
lieve that good will be done. A large assembly gave solemn 
attention, and some wept under the word. Conversed with a 
few after meeting who were impressed. Preached again, 
from Heb. i : 12, << The word of the Lord is quick and power- 
ful," eta This also was a solemn season. Observed one per- 
son, whose attention i^peared to be spedally arrested. C<m- 
versed with her after meeting. Pleaded importunately in 
secret for some firuit of my labor here. Believed there would 
be some. 

< Monday, 8th. Visited and prayed with a sick child. 
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Rode back eight miles to Bandy Stregm, and then two or 
three miles np the stream. Preached in the afternoon^ and 
baptized ir child. 

< Tuesday, 9th. Bode a few miles to Bryant* s Ridge, so 
called. Visited a few fkmilies, and preached from Isa. 40 : 8, 
4, ^ The voice of one that crieth in the wilderness," ete« 
Trust I was favored with Divine assistance. 

« Wednesday, 10th. Went about five miles sonth-westerly, 
mostly through forest and bad road, to Beaver-hill settlement* 
Preached in the afternoon to a small attentive assembly, firom 
Isa. 42 : 1 6, " I wiU bring the blind by a way that they knew not,** 
etc.» Preached again in the evening. Both were com£)tt»* 
ble seasons. 

< Thursday, 1 1th. Rode ten miles, part of the way through 
the forest, and without much road, to the head of Twelve- 
mile Pond. Preached in the afternoon to an attentive as^ 
sembly, and large, for the place. Preached again in the 
evening, in another neighborhood, from £ph. 2 : 8, << By grace 
ai*e ye saved," etc Enjoyed freedom and solemnity in speak* 
ing and in prayer. The assembly appeared att^itive and 
tender.' 

Friday found him agam at Albion, where he preached in 
the afternoon and evening. 'In secret, (he says,) wrestled 
till my strength was spent, for souls in this place as the 
crown of my rejoicing. Knew not how to be denied.' He 
proceeds: — 

< Saturday, ISth. The parents of the fisimily where I took 
breakfast have been under serious impressions since last Sab- 
bath. Felt much drawn out in prayer for them. Went 
about a mile, and preached in the forenoon from Luke 19 : 9, 

^ This day is salvation come to this house." At the naming ■ 
of the text, the woman of the house burst into tears. An 
arrow had reached her heart, from the wound of whioh she 
obtained no relief till the balm of Gilead was applied.' This 
person lived and died like a Christian. 
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We cannot bat regret that he did not tarry here, and foUow 
np the impressions which his preaching had so happilj pro- 
duced. But this, amidst a wide-spread and destitute popula- 
tion, would not have been in accordance with the manner in 
which missions were then generallj conducted. We are 
happy, however, to know that a number of conversions fol- 
lowed these labors, in consequence of which a church was 
oi^anized here, about a year afler, — as we shall have occa- 
sion to notice. 

Beaching New Sharon, he gave a lecture from the words, 
^And upon all the hills that shall be digged with the 
mattock, there shall not come thither the fear of briers and 
thorns ; but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, and for 
the treading of lesser cattle." 

This lecture was preached in a private house, on an excel- 
l^it &rm, in an elevated situation. He has not favored us 
with his train of thought on the text ; but he probably con- 
sidered it as prophetic of the prosperity of the church, and 
that from the smaller branches of it^ ^' all the hills that shall 
be digged," laborers should be sent forth to other portions of 
the vineyard of Christ, and other parts of the world. And it 
may be interesting to the reader to know that he was preach- 
ing to tilie then in&nt church, whence, afterward, the lamented 
missionary, Munson, who was slaughtered by the Battas in 
Sumatra, went forth, and in the very house and family in 
whidi, after the death of his parents, he found a home. There 
may thus have been a fulfilment of some of the remarks 
made at the time, of which the preacher little thought. 

Beaching home on the seventeenth of November, he says, 
<I have been absent forty-one days. In the time I have 
travelled three hundred and forty-three miles; preached fifty- 
six times ; made sixty-eight family visits ; visited two schools ; 
attended two church conferences ; admitted seven persons to 
church fellowship; administered the Lord's Supper twice; 
and baptized one adult, and thirty-one children. Have gone 
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oat and returned in health and safety; and these blessings 
have been uninterraptedly enjoyed by my family. Thanks 
be to God. How sweet it is to look up to God as the giver 
of all our mercies, and beg him to accept our poor returns of 
thanksgiving and pndse.' 

On the evening of the next day, he says : ' It is sweet to 
be in the bosom of my own fiunily, where we can raise the 
song of praise in connection with social prayer. Have gen- 
erally practised singing in domestic worship, since I had a 
&mily; and after being absent, to return and gather my 
fiunily around me, and unite in a psalm or hymn, — carrying 
all parts of the music, is comforting and delightful' 

He was at home but a few days before he was away again, 
Tisiting and laboring in the adjacent towns and up the Sandy 
Biver. In this region, especially in Wilton, it will be remem* 
bered, there had recently been some special religious interest. 
At a prayer-meeting in this place, he thus describes his feel- 
ings : ' It was one of the most solemn seasons I ever expe- 
rienced. In prayer my soul seemed to launch out beyond all 
created things, and wrestle with the Great GU>d in Christ, for 
the salvation of souls. Pleaded till my strength &iled. Could 
not but believe that the Lord has mercy in store for some 
souls present in unconversion.' He continues, * Grod's great 
goodness to me lays me under unspeakable obligation to him. 
I owe ten thousand talents, and have nothing to pay. I have 
nowhere to look but to my blessed Surety — the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He has made the payment good for all that I now 
owe, and all which I ever shaB owe ! Oh, what a Saviour 
he is ! ' A few days after this, he enjoyed a season of simi- 
lar interest in a prayer-meeting at home. * The Lord met 
with us (he says), and helped us in prayer. Was enabled to 
get near the throne of grace, and wrestle for the conversion 
of souls in such manner that I verily believe some present 
win become new creatures. Was in such a sweet frame in 
prayer, afterward, that the passage dwelt in my mind, ^Thoa 
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anointest mj hesd with <m1 ; my cup runneth over. Surelj 
goodness and mercj shall follow me aU the dajs of mj life ; 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever." ' 

Having returned from his tour up the Sand j River, he now 
took a journey westward, through Jay, Dixfield, Andover, 
and Bethel, as far as Shelbume, N. H. Of Shelburne, he 
says : < This town contains only fifteen families ; and though 
more than thirty years have passed since the first settlements 
were made, it is said that no missionary has previously visited 
the place.' Here he preached at the house of a man whose 
wife had recently indulged hope, and baptized her and her 
ten children. ' The power of the Lord (he says), seemed to 
fiUl on the assembly. It was truly a solemn season.' A sub- 
sequent development shows some good done at this time. 

It may gratify the reader, as well as give him an idea of 
the newness of the region, to glance at some brief notes which 
he made respecting some of the places which he visited in 
this short excursion. Of Dixfield he says : < The first in- 
baUtants came here about seven years ago. There are now 
more than forty fiunilies ; but I cannot learn that there are 
more than |;wo or three pious persons among them. It was 
Qii^pinally called Holmanton, from a Mr. Hohnan who was a 
proprietor, and active in promoting its settlement. Its pres- 
ent name was derived from Dr. Dix, who became a land- 
bolder here and in Dlxmont. The inhabitants of Andover 
came prindpally from Andover, Ms. Settlements commenced 
here nine or ten years ago. The town contains twenty-six 
famihes. Bethel began to be settled about thirty years ago. 
Bostic [now Newry], contains twenty families, fourteen on 
Sundy River, and six on Bear River, — [tributaries to the 
Androscoggin.] The first settlements in Oxford, [now Al- 
bany,] were made about ten years ago. The town contains 
twenty-two families. Norway began to be settled about six- 
teen years^ago, and is said to contain one hundred and eight 
fiuxuHes.' 
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During this tour, lie enjojed many solemn and Interesting 
seasons in public and in private. < Had kmging desires (he 
sajs), for Divine assistance in the great work of the ministry; 
The fields seemed to be white for the harveety and my own 
insufficiency great' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

TEACHES SCHOOL. — DEATH OF A CHILD. — FOUE EASTERN 
EXCURSIONS. — DEATH OF ANOTHER CHILD. 

Tbhe portion of autobiography which he left, and which 
the writer has felt compelled to abridge, and throw into a 
different form, extends beyond this time. A paragraph from 
it is here inserted : — 

* Saturday, January 1 , 1803 ; my diary begins thus : Time, 
on his hasty wings, has brought a new year. My forty-lhird 
year is now completed. It is not likely that I shall live as 
many more years. So I then wrote. But while writing this, 
I am four score and ten years, and almost four months, old* 
So the Lord has dealt with me. How much longer I shall 
continue in this world, I know not ; but, certainly, it cannot 
be long.* The time here specified was, of course, the latter 
part of April, 1850 ; about ^ve and a half months before his 
death. 

From the beginning of January to the latter part of May, 
he spent principally at home, preaching most of the Sabbaths 
in the different neighborhoods of Chesterville. A few, how- 
ever, were distributed between Wilton, Farmington, Read* 
field, and North Augusta. Ihe 6th of January, he observed 
as a day of private fasting and prayer, — humbly to confess 
his sins and entreat forgiveness ; to seek direction as to the 
manner of spending the remainder of the winter, whether at 
home or abroad ; and if the former, that he might be instru- 
mental of turning some fix)m darkness to light, and from the 
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power of Satan to God ; to seek deliveranoe fix>m worldly- 
mindedness ; and to entreat spiritual blessings upon his ^mily ; 
a revival of religicm in the place ; and union in civil and 
religious aQairs, etc. The devotions of the day were, in 
general, sweet and refreshing to his mind^; and he enjoyed 
much satisfaction in perusing the 119th Psalm, and in looking 
over his diary, and noticing God's dealings with him in pre- 
vious times. And in &mily worship in the evening, he speaks 
of ^ a melting time,' in prayinjg particularly for each of his 
children. 

In his official duties on the Sabbath, and in lectures, and 
at other times, during the period now before us, he seems in 
general to have enjoyed the Divine presence and assistance^ 
as we have previously noticed. Often, in weekly and Sab- 
bath ev^iing prayer-meetings, we find his soul melting in 
earnestness of supplication for the conversion of the young 
around him. And in perusing his diaiy, when we find him 
< mortified and ashamed,* at being late at a Wednesday even- 
ing prayer-meeting, and at another going a mile through a 
storm, to attend that meeting ; and, finding himself the only 
attendant, improved the opportunity to ccmverse and pray 
with the family where it was to have been held ; we cannot 
but wish that many others were imbued with his spirit 

It will be borne in mind, that the place where he lived was 
still comparatively new, and that few literary advantages for 
the young were there enjoyed. At the solicitation of his 
neighbors, he consented to take them under his care, in the 
form of a winter-school. It was the first mn^-school which 
had been taught in the place. His own attainments in 
science were not great ; but they were sufficient for the tune 
and the place. And while he imparted the elements of 
knowledge in the simpler branches of science, he was solicit- 
ous for the spiritual salvation of his tender charge. His 
habit was, to pray with diem morning and evening, to ques- 
tion them on Saturdays from the Assembly's Shorter Cate- 
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duBin, and freqiteiitl j to Bpeak to them on the great ihiiigp 
of God and eternity* We find him often filled in prayer 
with great earnestness for their salvaticm ; and once, at leas^ 
alter they were dismissed at night, tarrying in the sdioolr 
house, there to intercede with God in their behalf. Aad 
thus, while, like other children, they were going thoughtlessly, 
and playfully, and perhi^s wildly, to their hcMnes, his spiritual 
vision was looking forward to their imm<Hrtal destiny ; and 
the anxieties of his heart were ascending to the throne of 
grace, and his tears &lling in fervent petitions to the Highest^ 
that their natures might be purified, and heaven be finally 
theirs. 

But this undertaking, which, (with one or two slight inter* 
)rupti<Mis,) continued fi>r three months, ooukL not entirdy divert 
attention fitun ministerial duties, especially his much-loved 
wotk of preaching the GospeL His spare hours were dfli- 
gently and ^Etergetically occupied. On returning from m 
neighboring town, fi)r instance, where he had been to spend 
the Sabbath, we find him visiting and praying with three or 
ibur families on his way home, before breakfast In additioii 
to the Wednesday evening prayer-meeting in his own neigh* 
borhood, we find him not un£requently g^g four or five miles 
to attend another on Thursday evening, and performing more 
or less visiting in connection with it The church to whidi 
he belonged, and of which he was virtually &e pastor, also re* 
quired attention. Some acts of discipline had become neces- 
sary. A number of meetings were held ; and we find him 
on diree distinct committees at the same time, to the duties 
of which he attended. At another time, he suspends his 
school for a few days, and takes a journey of some sixty' 
miles and back, preaching a number of times during his 
absence* At another time, going some thirty miles fm: the 
Sabbath, he preaches on Saturday evening not &r from the 
place, three timed on the Sabbath, and again as he returned 
<»l Monday. 
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A brief extract of two fhrai Ms diary, expressire of Bis re- 
ligious enjoyment, will not be unacceptable to the reader. One. 
relates to a Sabbath evening. During the day he had enjoyed 
warmth of affection toward Ood and the souls of his fellow 
men, and some impressive sense of the great truths he had 
dispensed. In the evening, a prayer-meeting was held at his 
own house. God seemed to be specially present ; and, in the 
enlargement and melting of sotd he enjoyed in exhorting and 
praying for the impenitent, he says : ' I seemed to get a little 
taste of heaven. Oh, what satisfaction there is in oommuniob 
with Ood. Felt peace inexpressible, which the world cannot 
give or take away.' Again, he says, — ' Oh, what reason have 
I to be thankful that ever 1 was brought to know religion, and 
be in a situation to have communion with God. Row many 
thousands there are who have no religion.' Of a Wednesday 
evening prayer-meeting, he says, * Truly, God met with u^. 
Felt an uncommon desire fi>f the conversion of sinners, both 
in prayer and exhortation.' And the enjoyment he expe- 
rienced was such that he added, * Felt sorry when meeting 
Was ended.' lAke the disciples on the mount, he felt that it 
was good to be there ; and was reluctant to close the service 
which had been such a feast to his soul, or to leave the place 
where he had enjoyed sudi a delightful sense of the Divine 
presence. 

Another remark whidi he made is worthy of being pre- 
«ervedy as it shows how watchful he wa!s over his own spirit, 
ttd hoir careful to guard against the error that the exdte- 
ftient of social reli^om worship is a criterion by which t6 
judge of Ae amount of one's piety. He had just passed 
dmmgh ft severe domestic trial (to which the reader will soon 
be introduced), which had made him feel the importance of 
doing more lS>r the spiritual good of his family. One thing 
whieh he was thus led to do, was, to take its members apart 
separately, or in groups of two or three, for conversation and 
prayer. In praying with his wi^e by herself and then with 

10* 
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the two eldest duldien, he had experienced eidaigement and 
comfort ; but in his more private devotions he was duU and 
wandering. On this fact he remarked : ' I think it is a sign 
of spiritual decay, when the least life is experienced in secret/ 
— i. e., less than in social religious duties. A rigid applica- 
tion of this, as a rule, to a single instance of the kind, might 
not be just But whoever finds the fact generally existing 
in his history, has reason to fear that what> perhaps, he re- 
gards as piety, may be a mere excitement of the passions 
flowing, from custom, in a religious channel. 

The domestic trial referred to above, was the death of a 
child, which occurred in January. The account of the pain- 
ful bereavement will be best given substantially in his own 
language: — 

< Tuesday, January 11th. During the night,, oar seeond 
daughter, Sarah, nearly three and a half years old, having 
beai oppressed with a cold for two days past, was attacked 
with quinsy. The applications we had made during the night 
affording no essential relief, I was persuaded that the attack 
was serious. Ban to a meadow to get a root, from the use of 
which relief was hoped* Fearing that she was unprepared 
for death, I prayed all the way as I ran ; and then kneeled 
down in the meadow, and besought the Lord for mercy, es- 
pecially in relation to the soul of my dear child. Pound 
some relief in thus commending her to God. Walked the 
room much during the day, with my sick child in my arms. 
Ketired repeatedly for prayer in her behalf. A physician, 
for whom we sent in the morning, arrived m the evenmg. On 
his coming, we joined in prayer for a blessing on the means 
which might be used. But these were without much effect 
I retired once more, and, in agcmy, besought the Lord to 
sanctify her soul, and take her to heaven. She grew weaker 
last ; and it was soon perceived that she was going. I called 
up the three oldest children to see her breathe her last She 
expired without a struggle^ about twenty minutes past tea 
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o'doek. This nMNnin^ she rose har8elf,^-aiid now she 
dbeps in death ! Such short w<»k has the L(»d made 1 Only 
about twelve or fourteen hours have passed since I appre* 
hended danger^ and she is gone ! AAer her spirit had fled| 
we again united in prayer, confessing the sovereign right of 
God to take what he had given, and blessing him for giving 
her an easy passage from time to eternity, — hoping that he 
had taken her to himself. 

^ Wednesday, 12th. Awoke this morning in a very tender 
frame of mind, meditating upon the sudden blow of Clod's holy 
providence. The passage, ^ Show me wherefcHre thou con* 
traidest with me," was in my mind last evening ; and I thought* 
I eottld not look amiss for sins. They clustered thickly around 
me on every side. I think I ^ know the rod, and who 
hath appointed it** I needed correctioya. It is, indeed, inez* 
pressibly painful to think that my dear child must suffer so 
much here, — (and I know not how it is with her in the other 
world,) — that I might receive the benefit of a ccMTeetion. I 
hope, indeed, that the Lord renewed her heart, and took her 
to himself. But if he has done otherwise, he is hdy and 
just. GM can answer important purposes, in which his own 
glory is concerned, in permitting some to live and die in siBy 
and reap the dreadful consequ^ices of transgression forever* 
Hy poor dear child was a smner by nature and practice, and 
deserved to be cast away ; and if she has been saved, or I 
shall be, it is because God wtmtd he so merciful, and not be- 
cause we deserve any mercy. Think I never before felt such 
unreserved submission to a Soverdgn God. It brought inex- 
pressibly sweet peace to my souL And as I returned from 
the grove to which I had retired for private devotion, it seemed 
that I must literally wciJk sofi^y lest a wry step should jostle 
away the sweet and tender peace and comfort from my soul. 
In family worship, I read the fifth hymn, first bpok, of Watts. 
Every line, word and syllable, seemed to express my feelings, 
especially the last two lines: — 
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'* And we'll ftdore ike jiutiee too, 

That strikes oar comforts deed." 

Read also the first chapter of Joh ; and felt, very sensibly, 
Ihe words, ^ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; 
and blessed be the name of the Lord." In the aflemoon mj 
child was buried. Brother S. Sewall preached on the occa- 
sion. The weekly prayer-ineeting was held at my house in 
the evening. It was a solemn season. Spoke of my feelings 
under our bereavement, and offered prayer. Felt disposed 
to bless God fi>r his chastening rod. These words of Dr. 
Watts, in the one hundred and nineteenth Psalm, were very 
sweet to me:— ' 

" Father, I bless thy gentle rod ; 
How kind is thy chastising hand." 

^Thursday, Iftih. Tfau nioniiog, miasmg my dbSd at bMdii' 
fiMty and thinkmg of her dying agonies, and of her callifig, 
<<Pa, pa," wishing me to take h^ — [these were the last 
words she uttered]^- the anguish of parental feeling de» 
prived me entixely of i^petlte. But the oonsideration that 
the Loid had done it, and had ordered aD the ciremnstaiteea 
of her death, soothed and ^eted my mind again. In thtf 
motniog devotions was importanate with God for the oonvei^ 
skm of my other children. Thought whether I oouM not do 
more than I had done for their good. Thought of different 
wtays fo arrest their attention; and besought the Loid to 
guide and assist me. In the evenii^, I took my two oldest 
oldklren apart from the family, and conversed and prayed 
with them. Urged upon them the duty of prayer. They 
appeaored much affected.**- 

The habit of conversing and piayii^ with the members of 

* This effort, it is thought, was not in yain. An impression of the 
dnty and importance of prayer rested upon the minds of those sons, 
and more or less affected their practice. They could not always liye 
easy without trying to ask mercy of Qod ; and if, as they hope, tiieir 
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Ids ftmily Bepamtdj) he omtniQed mofd or less for somd 
time. The Sabbath followmg this bereayement, he preadied 
«11 day fixHn the words, ^Thj will be doae." He i^eaks of 
this as a veiy solann season ; and sajs, *I felt the subjeet 
V^y sensibly. Some othars also appeared to feel it. IM 
hope and hetietfe that some pi^esent would he hrtrnglu to th9 
knowledge of the truihJ 

The next day his daughter next older was threatened with 
an attack of ^e same disease ; and he was apprehensive that 
she also, in die same distressing manner, would be torn fixnn 
him. < I felt (he says), pooriy able to bear such another blow 
so soon.' The moming fi^owii^, while meditating upon hii 
troubles, his thoughts turned with deep interest to the pedtioA 
of David, ^Remove thy stroke away &om me; I am oon** 
turned by the blow of thine hand." <Felt very desirous (bb 
says), that the Lord would not ccmt^id with me in the great* 
ness of his anger. Thou^ I felt that I deserved all whidi 
I feared, yet told the Lord that, if he should be strict to mark 
iniquity agauist me, I could not answer for one of a thousand 
of my dns. Besought him to r^nember that I was dust, and 
lighten his hand from me^ Felt an bundle confidence thai 
he would, and that my child would recover.* 

No one, it is thought, can doubt that the heart of the 8ub«> 
ject of this narrative was the seat of strong par^ital affectioab 
The foregoing incidents unfold his character in this pardcnlar. 
The child, of which he was so suddenly and distressingly 
bereaved, was old enough to understand something of the 
difference between right and wrong; and had, like other 
children, developed the tendencies of its moral nature. It 
had given evidence, too unequivocal to be mistaken by an eye 
enlightened by the Divine Spirit, that it was unlike God, and 
must experience a mwal renovation to fit it fer the purity of 

hearts were sabseqaently renewed, and the loYe of God shed abroad in 
them hj the Holy Ghost, it was, in the case of both, while, — in a state 
of anxiety, — they were attempting to pray. 
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heaveoy and pr^mre its caning mind, wken released ffom 
the body, to delight in the presence and service of God. Its 
future welfare was, therefore, a just cause of solicitude to a 
pious parent's heart With eyes fixed upon eternal realities 
and in some measure open to behold them, the father could 
not be unmoved to see the destinies of his child balancing, as 
it were, upon a pivot, about to turn — which way, he did not 
know. He knew that she was a sinner; and he saw no 
evidence that she was renewed ; and he had no positive 
assurance that Grod would accomplish this work. To some, 
it may seem that his solicitude for one so young was entirely 
misplaced; since, as they suppose, a mere child is scarce- 
ly ^capable of sinning, or, at most, cannot jnerit banishment 
from God. But the subject of this narrative had too dear 
views of the reality and nature of sin, and of th§ infinite holi* 
ness of God, to rest on such a fiidlacy as this. He knew that 
positive qualifications are requisite for heaven ; and that with- 
out them no soul can enter. Those who have no apprehen- 
sion of spiritual and eternal things, or whose vision of them 
is less dear, may be insensible to the liabilities of the soui^ 
or may repose, in undoubting confidence of its safety, on pre* 
sumptions which have not the shadow of a foundation. And 
it is to be feared, that the belief of multitudes respecting the 
good estate of departing or departed friends is precisely of this 
character. But the Christian, who knows that without holi- 
ness no man shall see the Lord, wishes for evidence on which 
to rest such a belief. And he wants evidence as stable and 
satisfiictory as the case is important He may hence be alive 
with sensibility, and even in a torture of anxiety, where othera 
are perfectly at ease. Others, again, may impute the solici- 
tude which existed in the case before us, to a want of faith. 
They may think that this good, afflicted man, had not all the 
confidence which he should have had in the covenant faith- 
fulness of God to his people, or of the compassion of the 
Saviour for children. Perhaps this might have been the fact 
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And yet the belief of the salvation of infiuits must be qualified 
hj the remembrance that infancy has a limit ; and that some- 
where, a period commences where an actual ccNnpliance with 
the conditions of the Gospel is indispensable, — a period 
where the mind has arrived at such a maturity, and sin is 
ocwoinitted against such knowledge, that repentance and &ith 
are requisite, in order to forgiveness. This point in the 
history of our race, or of different individuals in it, may be a 
subject of difier^ioe in opinion; and where one, with a 
charity bordering upon presumption, may think it far upward 
in life, others, with religious sensibilities and i^prehensions 
awake, may carry it mudi nearer to the commencement g£ 
our being. Whether the subject of this mem(»r had, at this 
time, examined all the points ccmnected with this subject, we 
are not infi>rmed. Or if he had, he might have found it diffi- 
cult, as many have, to arrive at definite conclusions respecting 
some of them. 

But religion, as we see in the case before us, has power to 
support the - mind under the most trying circumstances. 
While it refines the sensibilities, and renders one capstble of 
the keener ai^ish, it yields Divine and heavenly consola- 
tions. It teaches the soul to rest itsdf on God ; to lay all its 
cares and burdens at his feet ; to recognize his hand in every- 
thing ; to trust in the wisdom and equity of all he does ; and 
to leave events with him. It raises the mind and heart above 
the objectd of time, to the excellencies and glories of his char- 
acter and government It teaches the person to feel that 
there are objects infinitely higher and more important than 
merely the happiness of creatures. It inspires him with a 
supreme desire that God in aU things may be glorified. It 
tnuns him to this feeling, and so purifies and elevates the 
affections, as to lead him to rej<Hce in this as the sum ci all 
good. In one word, it eames the sotd to centre in God, It 
carries one out of self to Him, and leads him to rejoice that he 
will be glorified, whatever becomes of creatures. In this 
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llMMilghty the deviHit Qiristian indi lus heaveB. It swail&ws 
hiioup. It fills him with ddight And il causes \um to 
a^uesoein whateY^ Grod does, howeT€v disftresnng on wBay 
aoooouts it maj be ; because he knows that in and bj these 
tkmgA thi teiU be gihrifieeL Ete is henee veoondled and solh 
nusaive uoder eyent^ which otherwise ns^ht be expected to 
skik him in despondency, or drive him abnest to distraetioii. 
He knows diat God mks ; and wkh this he k satfefied 
Were his sool bound up in creatures, or did it deriye its 8»- 
preme en^ioym^it from them, tik^i of course it would be 
impossible fi» his ha^^iness to cownst with the idea of their 
suffering. But when the soul, rising above all creatures^ 
centres in God, it can rejoice that he k ^^onQed, even if thb 
great &ct involYes suffering to himself or others* And the 
fiict that the Ghristiaii parent, whose afifeati<»is and sensS^ 
ities are awak« if those of any person are, can ao^pneaoe in 
the loss of children under circumstances which inyolve dia* 
tuessing .feara respecting &eir Ibtere stale, -^ the fact that, 
thus ollaate^ he ean feel thi^ Godhas done ri^t, and rejoioe 
that ha is g^ofifled^ -^r^ shows the utter^ seliiffhnpfOT, and shalicwiw 
nfia% and fi^vuassof iheaasertioii, which isoften soconiden^ 
1 J and lariumphantl J made^ that no peiscm can be happj ia 
heav^i if those who. are deav to hun on earth fiiil of sharing 
tbe felicity* Lei the higher aiection, which is indispensablfr 
to satyation^. take poeses»oD of the hearts of those whogfety^ 
in this sophism, and^ t^y wsottid see its feUacy, and that oi^ 
aU the urgom^its whidi tbey foadlj IwuhiupoQ^ it. And 
inst^cea like ihe ahove are bj no meafis of rare ocoHiareBea^ 
A Teaprf^le auaister of Ae Go^p^ in thia State,** whose 
memoiy is dear to fte hearti ef many stffl Mviag, onee had 
his house ban»V>nd in it his jouageetsoo^a lad feurtees 
7e«ra oUl The feth^' had no eyadsnoe that hia cUld waa 
prepaid foi; si^oh i^ sudden mi dreadftl aagit from t]#e* A 
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hw manihs ftflenravdi, a jocmg dergyman, (fix>m whose ^ 
the writer heard the ftct, and k made a strong impresskmoD 
hia yoathful mindy) oonTersing with the good man about the 
bereavement, remarked that one of the greatest oonsolationi 
at the death of finends, is to have an evidence that thej are 
prepared for heaven. <I have, (said the old gentleman,) a 
greater consolation than that' Surfnised at the remaric, and 
wondering what he could mean, the joung clergyman asked, 
< Pray, sir, what is that ? ' < Tkott^ Lordy didst it,' was the 
^nphatic reply ! Oh, what sweetness and comfort does that 
tJiOQght carry to the Christian's heart ! How, under distress* 
iBg events and crushing calamities, does it assuage its grie& t 
^ Thtm, Lordy didst ill " What more can the wounds of 
M^row need to stay their bleeding, and bind and heal them ? 
Thou, infinitely wise, io&iitely good,-*- who never did, who 
eanst not, err, —hast done it I Thy hand was in the wlu^a. 
Why, then, should I refune ? Why should I wish the ev^lt 
di^^rent, seeing thy wisdom has ordered it thus; or why 
should I be restive and insubmissive under it ? There is such 
a thing as unreserved sutmissian to God, Many hearts have 
felt it imder the most trying events. Many saints beside Jdb^ 
whi^ under digressing bereavements, they have lain torn 
and bleeding, have with acquiescence and adoration looked 
1^ t& heaven and said, ^ The Lord giMoe, and the Lord hoik 
iaken away ; blessed he the naitM of ike Lord!'* 

About the middle of May, tl»9 subject of this narrative 
made out his report of missionary labor, and started for Bos- 
tdn to attend the amuversary of the Massachusetts Missi<mary 
Society. He reached Dr« S|»ring's in Newburyport on 8atur« 
day evening. May 2l8t. The Dr. proposed diat he should 
poreaeh for Urn tibe next day« Having never addressed such 
a congregation, he felt extremely reluctant, and endeavored 
to get excused, but without success. Hie next morning, he 
was much burdened at the thought of preaching ; and, for 
want of a suitable place, his private BM^ning devotions wave 

11 
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more limited tliaii he would hare choflen ; and he fiukd of 
getting hiB mind into soeh a state as he wisSied. He took a 
subject in the morning which he had often handled witiboot 
difficoltj. But the noveltj of the sitnation, the size of the 
congregation, and the sight of his old schoolmaster, Esq. Pike, 
who had known him when a boy, and whose seat was a small 
distance in front of the desk, reyiyed his natnral timidi^, and 
almost prevented his enjoying any fiieedom. In the after- 
noon, he was excosed b j the presence of anodier minister, 
who ccmsented to preach. An appointment was made for a 
lecture in the evening, from supplying which he could get no 
excuse. But here we will take his own account: — *'Mt. 
Spring kindly asked me, if I did not wish to be by myself 
before meeting. Yes, I doy 1 replied with emphasis. He 
showed me into a room, the door of which I locked, Ihe blinds 
being shut It was just the place I wanted. If ever I fi>und 
fiberty at the throne of grace, I enjoyed it there. I felt satis- 
fied that I should have assistance in the duties of the evening. 
The Lord heard my supplications, and wait with me to the 
p^ce of worship. The assembly was larger than during Ihe 
day. A number, as I afterward learnt, came in from other 
societies. Five ministers were present Iffut it was as easy 
preaching to that large congregation, as to a few in the wilder- 
ness of Maine. Spoke from Rev. 22: 17, ^And whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life freely." Hie sentiment I 
endeavored to sustain, illustrate, and apply, was. The unwil- 
lingness of sinners is all which prevents their embracing 
Christ in the Grospel. It was, indeed, a solemn season. Tins 
sermon made a deep impression on the mind of a collie 
student present, who subsequently indulged hope, and devoted 
himself to the ministry ; and for years has occupied one of 
the most important stations in this country.' The writer is 
not at liberty to ^ve his name. 

Tuesday, May 24th, he attended the meeting of the Mis- 
sionary Society in the old State House, Boston, and made his 
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xeport, which appears to have been received with satisfaction. 
In the evening he heard a sermon before the Society in Old 
South Church, bj Dr. Austin, of Worcester. The next day, 
beside hearing the ' election sermon,' he attended the meet- 
ing of the Society, and heard an animated discourse in the 
evening by Dr. Stillman, from Bom. 10 : 14, 15, << How shall 
they hear without a preacher ? and how shall they preach 
except they be sent ? '' After receiving a commission from 
the Society for a year, with written instructions by Dr. Em- 
mons, he returned home, preaching in York on the Sabbath, 
and visiting and praying with a number of &umlies. 

Sabbath, June 5th, he preached in Farmington. ' Spake 
(he says), from Matthew 25 : 46, ^< And these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment" Took up the subject of univer- 
sal salvation. Had a. desire, and trust 1 did feel, a spirit of 
meekness in discussing the subject ; and 1 do think that the 
Lord assisted me to lay ihi& truth home to the consciences of 
my hearers. Felt a solemn concern for souls. In the morn- 
ing I felt quite unequal to the undertaking. But the Lord 
helped me beyond my fears. What reason I have to be 
thankfuL' Judging by the vociferous abuse which he met in 
the evening from one who had embraced the doctrine of uni- 
versalism, it is fair to conclude that, at least, he disturbed some 
of his hearers. 

On the fourteenth of June he left home to enter upon the 
mission for which he had received an appointenent. This 
mission differed in one respect from those which he had pre> 
viously performed. From the " Cent Society" * in Boston, 

* This Society appears to have been formed in the year 1801. It 
consisted of ladies, who contributed one cent a week * to procure Bibles, 
Dr. Watts's Psalms and Hymns, Primers, Catechisms, Divine Songs, 
Token for Children, etc.,' and was intended as an aid to the Massachu- 
setts Missionary Society, by placing these and similar books at she 
disposal of its missionaries. It had a number of branches about 
Boston, and some in Maine. (See Massachusetts Missionary Maga- 
zine, Vol. ii. p. 41.) 



124 MSMOIB OF [180d. 

he received a quantitj of books feir distribatioEu That ex* 
eellent institatioB, the Americui Ti*act Societj, was not in 
eaistenoe till some ten years after this. It will also be re- 
membered, that such publishing societies as the existence and 
wants of Sabbath Schools have since called into being, were 
then unknown. Religious books suited to popular distribu* 
tion were extremely rare. The present generation enjoys a 
privilege in this respect beyond the past, of which many of 
them, perhaps, have scarcely thought. The books mentioned 
in the note on the last page, are, indeed, standard works, — 
one of them ' the book of books ;' but the smallness of the va- 
riety is an instructive index of the state of the market at that 
time. Possibly, some may like to be informed that Janeway'fl 
Token for Children is a collection of brief sketches of the 
diaracters and death of pious children. 

A package of these books was forwarded by water to Hal- 
lowelL And the method which the missimmry took to dis- 
tribute them was to fill his saddlebags, and load his horse ; anci 
when his stock was exhausted, return for more. This was 
the only practicable method. Waggons, such as are now in 
use, are an invention of later times. And had they been in 
existence, the state of some of the roads travelled by the sub* 
ject of this memoir, would have rendered the emj^oyment of 
them impracticable. Such, also, was the sparseness of the 
population in the new towns, that the method above specified 
answered a better purpose than many now, at first thought, 
would suppose. 

The first thing done was, of course, to go to Hallowell and 
equip himself for the new department of his work. He th<^ 
spent a fortnight in the towns upon, and in the vicinity of 
Kennebec river, above Augusta, mostly on the eastern side, 
preaching on the Sabbath and on week days, visiting, con- 
versing, and praying, as we have seen him heretofore. In 
Albion, which appears to have been as far north as he now 
went, he found the seriousness existing which was awakened 
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there at his last ykit. At the expiration of two weeks he 
returned to Hallowell, and fitted out for an expedition in a 
different direction. We next find him visiting the towns of 
Hartford, Sunmer, Buckfield, Hebron, Norway, LoveU, ES* 
ram, and Albany, in Oxford county, and going as far as Shel- 
bome, N. H. On his return he visited Bethel, Rumford, and 
Dixfield. On this excursion, he fell in with Rev. Joshua Crosby, 
a missionary in the employ of the Massachusetts Miss. Society; 
and they together, on the Sf^ of August, organized a Ck>n- 
gregational Church in Rnnxford, consisting of three male and 
three female members. In these early days of the religions 
history of Maine, when Congregational principles were not 
as well and as generally understood as now, ordained«<nission* 
aries appear to have assumed a responsibility which is usually 
devolved cm regularly constituted ecclesiastical councils. And 
unce, from the sparseness of the population, and difficulty of 
collecting councils, their approbation was regarded as a suf^ 
fident expression of the fellowship of the churches ; no very 
serious objection can be made to this method of procedure. 
At least, under existing circumstances, it answered the desired 
purpose ; and no evil, to the writer^s knowledge, has grown 
out of it The expediency of embodying a few pious persons 
into a church, in a new and thriving settiement where no 
church existed, involved not such grave points, and required 
not such wisdom to dedde it,as the forming of another, where 
one already exists. The course pursued in cases of the kind 
appears to have been, to examine the candidates respecting 
their qualification for church-membership ; to accept of those ^ 
who gave satisfaction; to ascertain whether those accepted 
were satisfied with each other, and could walk together in 
Christian love and fellowship ; to receive their signature, or 
assent, to a form of artides of faith and covenant : and then, 
publidy, as a body, to receive, acknowledge and declare them 
U> bea Church of Christ 
In these excursions, our missionary visited schools more 

11* 
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frequently than before. Sometimes he would fead an acoonol 
from Janeway's Token for Children ; aad then talk and pray, 
Some of these occasions appear to have been very solemii 
and impressive to the scholars and the leaeber. In some ia* 
stances, he left one of these books with the teaeher, obtaiaiiig 
a promise that it should be read to the papils. In a niunber 
of instances, he collected children for a cateehetioal exeitnae. 
In these, he endeavored to adapt his remarks to their capaei* 
ties ; and if * the parents were present, he tafted to them oil 
the importance of religiously instructing and training their 
children. How much of the seed of Divine CIruth was thus ef» 
fectually sown in the tender minds of the young, the day 
which discloses all things must unfold. The writer distinctly 
remembers the effect produced up(m his own mind by ^'Tha 
Token for Children," which, about this time, he received as a 
present from his father. Sometimes, one of the books thos 
distributed was lefl in a small neighborhood, to eireulate 
through it — The excursion in Oxford county occai»ed a 
month, and ended August ninth. A few days were now 
»pent at home, looking after the state of the diurch, and die 
interests of religion in the neighborhood. Two instances of 
the use he made of the covenant fiuthfulness o£ God, which 
* occurred during these few days, and which are specimens of 
his manner in this respect, may be interesting to the reader. 
A difficulty between two members of the church had been 
acted upon, and disposed of by an admonition to the offender. 
Two days after, at a conference preparatory to the Jjoie&s 
Supper, the other expressed his dissent from the decisi<«, aad 
appeared seriously aggrieved. Such a disaffection, especiaBy 
at just such a time, was peculiai^ly trying to the virtual pastor, 
under whose care and labor the church had principally grown 
up. « I carried the matter to God in secret (he says), and 
with much confidence, rolled the burden upon him, and told 
him I had done what I could for a reoondliation, and, as it 
proved in vain, he must interfere. He had said, ^ CaH xxjpoa 
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me IB the day of trouble^ and I will answer Aee.** Neyer id 
mj life^ I tlimky did I jest for help with greater ednfidenoe 
nptn the promises of God. Oh, how good is God ! * The 
olher instance is a matter of smaller imp(Mtanoe ; but it showa 
how he looked to Grod for everjihingy and received every 
fitter as coming fifom the Di^e hand. One day he onex- 
peetedly reeeived two dollars^ which he greatly needed ta 
make up«a payment to a man who had been laboring for him. 
* I had often cast the matter upon Grod, (he says^) and told 
ki» that he most provide for my temporal afTairs, and pay my 
bored men, etc. ; and I find it is not in vain to trust in th0 
Lord/ An instance of the Diivine faithfulness in supplying 
his necessities, he found on the following day. Needing to 
have his horse shod, he called on a smith where he expected 
to get it done on a neighbor's account ; but not fining hioa 
at hom^ was obliged to go to another, — having na money to 
meet the expense. Calling elsewhere wldle the work waa 
being done, a man paid him fifty cents, which he said was due 
on an old subscription for preaching. « I received it (he says), 
as from the hand of €rod, to supply my {««sent waats.'-<~ 
** Wh>$o is wisey and toiU observe these MngSy even ihey shaM 
tmderskmd Me hving-hmdness of the ZorcL* 

On the 18th of August he started i^ain. He now ascended 
the Kennebeck, frcmi HaSowell, on the west side, as &r as 
Bloomfield, — visiting Belgrade and WaterviHe on his way* 
Many hearts in the latter place, have cause to thank Grod for 
the difl^nrenee between its pres^it state and that in which he 
found it Giving a lecture, and spending. a night in the vil- 
lage, he says : ^ Can ^t find as there is a C^stian in the place; 
am told that numbers of the inhabitants are deists.' And he 
added the prayer, <0h that Grod would exert his power, and 
convert souls here.' That prayer has been answered. The 
4)as8ing stranger may now find there a Baptist, a Methodist 
and a Congregational church, with pastors, — or a constant 
supply, (perhaps Christians of other orders), and a flourishing 
college. 
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The nusskuiaiy whose track we are now following, crossed 
the Kennebeck at Bloomfield, and prooQeded eastward as £»: as 
Palmyra. Before reaching Shepardstown, (now St Albans,) 
he travelled nine miles without passing a house ; the road so 
bad, part of the way, that his horse came near being mired in 
the slot^hs, though he led him through them aU. He speaks 
of the settlement in this place as having commenced about 
four. years previous; and it then contained some twenty 
fiumlies. Here, as in other places, he preached and dis- 
tributed books. Proceeding to what was then Yaugfaand- 
town, now Harmony, he passed through another nine miles 
of wilderness unblest by a human habitation. He visited 
one family four miles distant from any neighbor. In these 
new and destitute places, he distributed quite a number of 
books, which were sjadly and thankAiUy received. We next 
ind him at Norridgewods, where, being about to preadi and 
administer the Lord's Supper, he rose betwe^i three and four 
o'clock cm Sabbath morning, to spend an hour in self-examinsr 
tion. The direction of the Apostle, << Let a man examine 
himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that 
cup," possessed in his view a high degree of practical impor- 
tance ; and from the beginning to the close of his life, he 
appears never to have come to the Supper without a previous 
season of self-examination. The other places he visited dur-^ 
ing this tour, were Fairfield, Waterville, Albion, Yassalboro, 
Belgrade, Starks^ and Lidustry. Of a lecture he preached in 
Albion, from Lk. 14: 17, ^Come, for all things are now 
ready," he says : ' Truly, it was a solemn season. The word 
seemed to go with power. Many appeared impressed. Felt 
an earnest wrestling in prayer for God to accomplish some- 
thing farther here.' He preached again before leaving. Jn 
this tour, from which he returned the sixteenth of September, 
he had spent four weeks. 

On the twentieth, he started on a visit to the easterly part 
of the State. In the morning he prayed privately with his 
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-wifey and ihai witih his efaildren. And then of fiouly prajer 
he says, 'My whole soul flowed oat to God in begging spiritF- 
iwl blessingB for mj fiimUy and others, and oommittiBg aU to 
QoAm It was an unoommoo season to my sonL' On the 
twenty-second and twenty-third, he attended a meeting of tbo 
Ifinisterial Association at Ahuu Beside the existence <|f 
some special lehgions interest in the place, three perscMU ap- 
plied to the Association for advice respecting the expedieori^y 
of dcYoting themselves to the study of theology, preparatory 
to the ministiy. These things so affi^cted his mind, that, oa 
the morning of the second day, having slept only about lour 
hours, he arose soon after the appearance of light, and retired 
to wrestle with God for the conversion of souls in the placfl^ 
and that the Association might have guidanoe in their delibe* 
ratttms, and be directed to a right issue on the important ques* 
tkms submitted to th«n for advisement The next Sabbatb 
he spent at Albion, — and ^ijoyed the pleasure of baptisdng 
three adults and thirteen children ; and here, on the Thurs- 
day following, (September 29th,) he and Bev, Mr. McLean 
embodied a church of seven members. 

For some time he had wished to spend a day in private 
fasting and prayer ; but the pressure of ministerial dutiea 
had prevented. On Monday, the 27th, he retired to the 
wood for this purpose. < In the former part of the day, (he 
says,) felt rather dull. But afterward, God helped me to get 
very near to him. Pleaded, even to an agony, for more hdi* 
ness, and for better ministerial qualifications. Besought God, 
by the bitter agonies of Christ, by his gracious promises, and 
by the infinite good which might accrue to my own and oth^ 
souls in consequence — to advance the work of sanctification 
within me. With all my soul, made a fteah dedication of my 
heart, tmdersUmdinff, conscience, memory, eyes, earSj mouthy 
hmgs, hands, feet, and edl, to Qod, to be used entirely in his 
service.' Whatever others have sui^)06ed, he found not pav 
feetion in hofiness an easy attainment Few, it is believed^ 
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have struggled and prajed with greater earnestness for sano- 
tification thaa he. And yet, sin would cleave to him. like 
tlie great Apostle, he found it deeply wrought into his very 
nature. The truth- is believed to be, that what would have 
aa^fied many as ccmstituting perfect holiness, was £ur frosa 
satisfying him. His views of the infinite purity of God, and 
the ext^it and spirituality of his law, were &r-reaching, and 

■ 

would not allow him to suppose that any simple sincerity of 
design, or fervor of love, which came short of the extent of 
Ml aMitiff or was interrupted or mixed with any alloy, could, 
in the view of Infinite Holiness, constitute such an attainment. 

Proceeding on his joUmey, he passed through Jefierscni, 
Waldoboro, and Union, laboring as he went, and struck Pe- 
nobscot Bay at Camden. He speaks of this place as contain- 
ing somewhat more than a hundred families; as having a 
decent meeting-house, but no church of any denomination, 
and only a few scatterii^ professors. 

Ascending the bay and the river, he crossed the latter at 
Bucksport^ and descended the eastern side to its mouth. 
Thence he went on to Long Island in Penobscot Bay, and 
thence on to Fox Islands. In these places he labored about 
twenty days. Some special attention to religion had existed 
in both these places, and had not entirely passed ; and none^ 
it is thought, who have read his history thus far, can doubt 
that, under Grod, he was helpful in the good work. An in- 
cident which occurred at one of the latter islands, shows how 
painful to his conscience wias a failure of becoming interest 
and earnestness in dispensing Divine truth. Toward the 
dose of a lecture on Sabbath evening, the solemnity and en- 
gagedness which he had felt in prayer, and at the commence- 
ment of the discourse, diminished. < This, (he says,) troubled 
me much. I retired aflter meeting, and wept some time before 
God, and besought him not to blast my endeavors, or forsake 
me in such an important undertaking. Pleaded, to an agony, 
for some success.' The next morning also he < besought God 
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fiyr peMnud sanetificatloii. Pleaded that I was his, and he 
bad promised that sin should not have dominion over me $ 
and hegged him to undertake the great work and complete it' 

After retoming to the main land, he forwarded some hocks 
in advanoe of him, hj water, from Castine to Addison. It is mia 
<^aracteristic of his present mission, that he proceeded moie 
Imnrelj than when he traversed nearly the same gromkl two 
years before ; and laboring with not less diligence and devot- 
edness, he was enabled, it is hoped, to acccHuplish more. In 
proceeding from Pleasant River, he occupied nearly a month. 
And it gives us an idea of the difference between the past and 
the present, as well as of the difficulties encountered by tha 
missionary ia a new region, to be told, that in visiting Mount 
Desert Island, he forded the narrows from the main land. 

When he had reached Pembroke, he varied fix>m the course 
he previously took, by visiting Bobbinston and Calais. Al 
tiie latter place, he crossed the St. Croix into N. Brunswick ; 
and making a short pedestrian tour to St David's, preached 
a lecture, made a few calk, and returned. At Calais he then 
preached twice, and appears to have felt much for the salva- 
tion of souls. In secret he entreated God not to send him 
back without effecting something, for those who were perish- 
ing in sin. 

Passing down tiie river, he spent a few days at Eastport 
On.leaving that place, he landed at the Indian settlement on 
Pleasant Point, and called on the French Roman Cathciic 
priest who was laboring among them. He says : ' He treated 
me very politely, and invited me to dine with him. At table, 
he asked me to ^ say grace ; ' and added to the blessing I 
craved, his < Amen,' crossing himself upon the breast, repeat- 
ing sometlung which I did not understand, and closed by say- 
ing in English, < by the sign of the cross.' I asked him if he 
was willing I should preach to the Indians. He observed 
that I must learn their languti^, or they could not understand 
me, and I should speak to the desert ; but, if they could un- 
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deratead tbt, ht supposed that as I held lo soae tenets diiEir* 
ent from himself he should have to teU them otherwise agatn. 
I convened with him some upon the new birth, porgatorj, 
etc. He granted that a man must be bom again in order to 
go to heaven^ but insisted that it was done m baptism. In 
proof of this, he quoted Christ's words to Nicodemaa, ^ £xcept 
a man be bom of water and of the Spirit^" etc. He said^ 
that as Christ had joined the water and the 8pirity weougfat 
to suppose that the Spirit was conferred in baptism ; and as 
Chriirt directed his disciples to baptize all nations, we ought 
|p suppose the wdinance to be of great importance to thehr 
sdvation. Among other things, I replied, that if such was 
fiw design ci baptism, the Eunuch, the Jailer^ Ljdia, the 
three thousand, and those who had reoeiyed the Holy Ghosti 
needed it not His answer was, that Grod Almighty had not 
inatttuted baptism for notlnng ; that he had joined it in hia 
wi»d with the Spuit, and we oi:^ht not to dispute this union* 
B«t, said I, do we not find many of the baptized whose chai^ 
actors are among the wofst? Yes, said he; but that is be* 
eanse thej do not improve the graoe given them. Enow^ is 
oottferred m baptism, if duly imiproved, to save them ; but 
tfaej misimprove^ fall awaj, and perish. In support ^.tha 
doctrine of purgatoiy, he said that Christ's declaratioa that 
Uasphemy against the Hofy Ghost shall not be fcNrgiven in 
this world, nor in lAe worid to eomey imj^ed that some sins 
will be forgiven there ; that the saving ^^soaabj fire " of those 
who biald wood, hay, and stnbble on t{ie true foundation^ im* 
ptied a state of purgation beyond the grave ; and Christ's 
going and preaching to the spirits in prison he thought was 
fiiH to the point, and suggested that all who died before Christ 
came were not released till that time. I pitied him. But 
again I thought, how many thousands of protestants are as 
dark, and blind, and inconsistent as he.' And it is surely to 
be regretted, that one, whose mind was manifestly not unin- 
formed, should adopt a theory which involves the Saviour in 



ike gross mistake of nepresentiiig Abfaham and Lazams in 
beayeii — when thej were in pngatcMy. 

The snbjeei of this namtive closed the jear and ooai> 
menoed the next at Dennysville* The first day of the new 
jear was Sabbath ; and he preadied, fisrenoon and aftemoony 
£Rim Jer. iB: 16, <'Iiiis year thoa shalt die.'' He says, * I 
do not think I ever had a more sdemn day. It seemed to 
me. that the deckffation woakl be fcdfiUed on some thmi pres- 
ent,— «> it m%ht be mys^. And I afterward learned thai- 
two or three embraced in the congregation died before the 
year e3q>Sred. Several,* it i& believed, received a death-blow 
fl|Mritually, whose subsequent conversion laid the foundation 
fitf die present Congregational chnrdi in that place.' 

The next day he devoted to private fitting and prayer. 
The following particulara exhibit the thmnes, wliic^, in their 
Older, were the subjects of his supplication ; and the passage 
of Scripture specified was read in eooneetion with ettxAki-^ 

* h The things for which God oontaided with me ^ past 
year : [referring to what he supposed to be sins for whsdi 
God had afflicted him.] Jer, it 

<2. Seek for a sanctified benefit from past affliotions and 
present trials^ and to be prepared for any. whidi may be fbtOM. 
Heb. xii 

<B. Confess sin, original and aetiial, of my youth and ripw 
years, before and afier conversioni and the past year parft* 
cttkrly, and implore forgiveness. Pis. IL 

<4. Confess my great deficiencies in preaching, (the year 
pest especially,) and entreat greater measures of sanctifica^ 
tioD, and more staiMlity, and ooan^e, and greater gifts, 2 
Cor. iv.; 1 Tim. in.; 2 Tim. iv.; Titus iL 

* 5. My fomily's temporal affiurs ; my children's conduct 
and education while I am absent ; in particular, their religioua 
instruction, and the salvation of their souls. Ps. xxxviL 

* As many as six, as it afterwards appears. 

12 
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* 6. Tkat m J wife may ha,ye wisdem and grace to gOTem 
and instruct them ; that we may be preserved while separated^ 
meet again in this world, our enjoTments be sanctified, and 
we be prepared for separation, if either of us should be called 
to die this year. 1 Gor. vii ; Ps. cxxiiL 

< 7. The church to which I belong, and the neighborhood. 
Isa. Ix ; Ps, exxii 

< 8. The establishment in Chesterville of the stated preadw 
ii^ of the Grospel and the administradon of its (»dinanee8 : 
a meeting4M>use, etc. Ps. cxxxii. 

< 9. The interest of rdigion in this place, a Gospel dinrdi, 
etc Isa. XXXV. 

< 10. This fiunilj, — parents, children, and servants. [He 
was at a Mr. Lincdn's.] Ps; 68 ; 5, 6. 

< 11. Missionary Society ; the church at large ; the land, 
and the world. Isa. xxvi. 

* Closed with Psalms, xx, and cxxxiv.' 

There was no room for time to hang heavily on the hands 
of one, who, with a devout heart, had so many interesting ob- 
jects before him. The reader will somewhat naturally expect 
to see what follows : — ' Had a good day. My heart felt the 
most deeply interested in things which related to my family, 
and the cause of religion in the vicinity of my residence. I 
seemed to have a special application of the words in Ps.cxxviii, 
<^ And thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of 
thy life. Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, and 
peace upon Israel." ' And what his faith thus anticipated, his 
eyes literally saw — the good of Jerusalem all his days; all 
his children, who arrived at adult years, hopefully pious, suid 
with hopefully pious wives and husbands ; and some ten or 
eleven of his grand-children professedly fearing and serving 
the God of their fethers. It is hoped that this remark,— r which 
is intended to verify the vision whidi feith seemed to present 
to his view, and which is made with humility and with devout 
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Aafik^ving and pjraise to Gkid fbcliis great and unmerited 
mercy, — will not be regarded as ostentatioiM. 

Much was donbtless added to the interest and pi^t of this 
daj <^ private devotioD, bj the carder obeenred. Definiteneas 
and variety were thus secured ; and the mind did not flag, or 
its fervor become diffused, and vanish among vague generalip 
ties. And much was added to the useftdness and enjoyment 
of the life df the devoted man before us, by the methodical 
qianner in whidi he accustomed himself to think and act 
The frequency with which he preached may have led the 
reader to suppose that there could not be much thought, regu- 
larity, or variety in his sermons. But this would be an ^w 
rcmeous deduction fix>m tibe premises. His mind was naturally 
logical, ocmiprehensive, and strong. Few men could grasp a 
subject more readily, or see its different paints and bearings. 
Ordinarily it required but little time &ff him to strike out a 
train of thought on a passage or subject on which he wished 
to speak, containing at (moe instruction and variety. The 
{dan of exercises for the day we have just reviewed, whieb 
was strudL off beforehand, and probably about as quick as Ins 
rapid pen could move, is no mean evidence <^ this. And 
the view here given is also sustained by the fact, that occa- 
sionally, — once in, periiaps, a hundred or two of sermons^ 
certainly not more frequently,^ he is found lamenting, aftw 
the delivery, that a certain point in his subject was not 8u£> 
ficiently digested. It is proper h^re also to say, though he 
preached so often and in so many places, it is comparatively 
rare, during the first years of his ministry, that he used the 
same text twice. 

The devotions of the day occupied him till a little after sun> 
set Then, taking a little refreshment, he preached from 
Matthew 22 : 12, ^ And he was speechless.*' He enjoyed a 
solemn season; and the assembly generally appeared im- 
pressed. After meeting, he conversed with a number whose 
minds were ^somewhat tender ; and by the lecture and the 
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ooDTersatioii) tbe impresskms of die day previotM were 
'probably deepened. 

The next day, aooompanied by aaol^er, he came thioagli 
the wood to Maehias, totlhig al the rate of two and a half 
miles an hour, through a dain{^ heavy enow, fourteen indiea 
deep, which had fallen the day pr&TioQs, and over, arounc^ 
and under windfalls and bushes loaded and bent down with 
snow, and widiout any track for the first twelve miles. This 
was done, in part at least, to fulfil an appointment for an 
evening lecture. It is no wonder that he was not expect- 
ed. But a Iktle sending round collected an assembly to 
which he preached. 

' As he returned, he visited most of &e towns through which 
ke passed in going eastward, and reached home on the tweMUi 
of Febnuuy, having been absent nearly five months.* 

In ten days, he started again, and spent the time, (HI the 
last of March, principally in the towns upon and about the 
Penobscot river, — going eastward as fiu* as Orland and what 
is now East Brewer, and northward s<xne eighteen miles above 
Bangor, on the Kendoskeag stxeam. In Orrington he found 
persons under serious impressions, whose attention had been 
arrested by the preaching of a Mr.Couch, who was laboring in 
that region under the auspices of the same Society with him* 
self. In Dixmont also, (then called GoUegetown,) some were 
waAer awakenings, who socm after became pious, and w^e 
pillars in tbe C<Mlgregational churdi subsequently fanned. 

On the tenth of April he left again, and spent four weeka 
in tovms upon the Kennebeck, chiefly on the western side. In 
Anson he found some special re%ious interest, and a-few 
eases of recent hopeful conversion.. Here, on the nineteenth 

* At Goaldsboroogh, on his retarn on the fourteenth of Jannaiy, he 
finished his " Poem on Baptism/' which was afterward printed. He 
has left a little manuscript of his poetical effusions. Much of it, in- 
deed, is prose in verse ; but some of it certainly ranks higher. A fbw 
fpedmens would be given in this volume, if space would allow. 
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of the month, assisted by his hrother-in-law, Bey. SamiMl 
Sewall, he organized a Gongr^ational chofch of six m«oft* 
bers, to -whidi, in a few days afterwaxd, he reeeiyed three 
other persons and administered to it on the following Sabbath, 
April twenty-second, the Lord's Sapper. This was probably 
the first admimstrati<m of that ordinanee in that newly in* 
habited place. 

l!1ie last week in May, he attended the meetii^ of the 
Massachusetts Missionary Society at Boston ; and the account 
which he gaye of his labors, appears to have been highly 
satis&ctory to the Society.* According to his statement^ 
(which appears to embrace a whole year, and probably coyers 
aiitde more time than he regarded himsetf as strictly in the 
employ of the Society), he < preached four hundred and 
twelye times: made four hundred and eighty-two fiunilj 
visits ; visited twenty-three schools ; attended twelve chuidi 
conferences ; admitted thirty-five persons to church-fellowship ; 
administered the Lord's Supper nine times ; baptised three 
adults, and ^j^ve diildren ; attended eleven prayer-meet^ 
kigs; catediised childr^i twice; observed three days of 
jNrivate &sting and prayw ; attended three ministerial asso- 
ciations; and assisted in gathering two churches.' Li the 
performance of these labors, he < travelled two thousand five 
hundred and fifty-five miles.' While he was in Boston, he 
preached a preparatory lecture in theOld South, for Dr. Eckley, 
— and, on his return, passed a Sabbath in Salem, preaching 
to Dr. Hopkins and Dr. Woreester. 

After returning from Boston, he labored till near the mid* 
die of September, in towns in the counties of Kennebeck, 
Somerset, Franklin, and Oxford. On the thirtieth of August, 
he and his brother-in-law, Rev. S. SewaU, assisted by brethren 
from Norridgewock, N. Sharon, and Anson, embodied a church 
in Starks of ten members. On the sixth of September, a 

* See accouDt of the meeting, Massachasetts Missionary Magazine, 

Vol. ii, p. 6. 
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few pereK»8 were exanuned in Temple, with a view of beixig 
ofgenised into a chmch. But two out of the five who were 
aoeeptedy being imdismisaed juemb^m of other churcheg| 
fiirther aetion waa postpimed* 

September 11th, he left home for an eastern tour, taking a 
meeting <^ the Ministerial Association, at Phipsburg, in bis 
waj. At this meeting \\e was requested to preach. < I felt 
(he sajs), somewhat reluctant ; but went alone, and cried to 
God for help, and I trust he afforded it. Spake &om Ezekiel 
37 : 4. Many were affected. Hitherto the Lord hath helped 
me.' The erening <^ the next day, after having ecmversed 
with several who appeared tender, he had a peculiarly solemn 
season in family prayer, wrestling with Cod for the oonver* 
sion and salvation of souls. The following Sabbath h« 
|M?eached at Bath. During the day he enjoyed a comfortable 
measure of the Divine presence. In the evening, as large a 
congregation collected as at the previous services, which he 
addressed from Bev. 6:17,^ The great day of his wrath is 
4X»Be ; and who shall be able to stand ? " < And truly, (he 
adds,) it was a most solemn season. Eternity looked neai^ 
time short, and souls precious. Many tears were shedi and 
some sobs were heard in die assembly. Oh, what reason of 
ihankfulness have I for this opportunity.' 

In his eastern tour, which occupied him till the last of 
November, he passed over the same ground in g^ieral, which 
he had traversed twice b^ore ; going as fiur as the river St 
Croix, and visiting Calais and Eastport. And he was now 
permitted to rejoice in finding some happy fruits of his previ- 
ous labors. In NorUiport, a few had hopefully emlnraced the 
Saviour who were awakened by his preaching the autunm 
previous. The reader will recollect the solemn day which he 
had at Dennysville at the beginning of the year. There, als^ 
he found some, who at that time were pricked in the heart, 
now consecrated to the service of Christ. How great a work 
might have been accomplished in either of these places, es- 
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pecicJly the latter^ If he had remained <»i the ground at th« 
diae, and followed up the impressions which were made, it k 
impossible to saj. The pioas reader has often doubtless 
wished, before this, that he had thus done. But experience 
has taught some lessons respecting the best method of oon« 
ducting missions, which, in the then in&nt sttUe of the enter* 
prize, could not be expected to be as well understood as now* 
The herald of the Cross seemed then to do little more than 
sow the seed, burying it as deep as he could in the minds, and 
hearts of his hearers by the fervor and eamestaess with 
which he dispensed it ; and then-leave it to grow if it would* 
or be crushed and destroyed, or caught away and lost. But 
the rich mercy of God suffered not his promise to fail, — <^ He 
tliat goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoiemg, bringing his sheaves with 
him." 

Whatever error, however, existed in this particular, there 
was a virtue connected with it which we cumot but admire. 
Isk canying to his fellow-men the invitations c^ the Gospel, 
the subject of these remarks ' went out into the highways and 
hedges,' as, perhaps comparatively, few have done* This, as 
has previously appeared, is true, both as it relates to visiting 
and preaching. In passing through the wood irom Maohias 
to I>enny8viIle,on his present missi(m,he stopped and preached 
to two femilies, who appear now to have broken in upon its 
solitude. On his rotum, he went down to the mouth of Pleas- 
ant River, twelve miles by water, and spent a Sabbath at a 
place called Cape Split. Hero he enjoyed a solemn season. 
The people wero attentive, and several of them much affected. 
He speaks of having enjoyed uncommon solemnity in prayer, 
and of having been led to wrestle with Gk>d importunately, 
fop the conversion c^ souls in the place. 

In the western part of the county of Washington, he met with 
Rev. Mr. Oliver, a Congregational missionary ; and, on the 
twenty-fifth of October a meeting was held by them at Pem- 
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broke, to ooasider the expediency of fonning a Congregatiuial 
diurch. A few were examined, who gave fiatisfactory evi- 
dence of pietjy and were satisfied with each other. Bat some 
of them not feeling prepared Am* the act of a public professioiiy 
the matter was deferred. This backwardness in those who 
gave evidence of piety openly to profess Christi and the eoBf- 
sequent failure of the formal erection of the standard of the 
cross by the organization of a church, was a great trial to the 
feelings of our missionary. In private,he carried the matter 
to Grod; and, with many tears and much earnestness, besought 
a £sivorable issue. < Felt, (he says,) sudi a spirit of prayer 
for the establishment of a church hare, that I firmly believed 
it would take place, and oould tell God without hesitatioii, 
that I believed he would do it I folt the strength afforded 
by these passages : ^ Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father, in 
my name, I will do it ;" ^ All things whatsoever ye shall ask 
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive." He again kid the af- 
fair before Grod, in secret, with much freedom, and reminded 
him of his promises, and believed that he would bring about ^ 
the object And he added, < Oh, what a privilege it is to have 
a God to go to^ and that he will admit such a creature as I am 
to such nearness to him, and allow me to cast aU my burdens 
upon him.' 

At Bluehill, on the fourteenth of November, he atta[ided a 
meeting of the Hancock and Waldo Ministerial Associatioii, 
and heard the singular intelligence that Rev. Mr. Merrill ci 
Sedgwick, and a large portion of his church, had beccone 
Baptists. Mr. M. was at the meeting, and gave him some 
account of the things whidh had changed his opinion. This 
gave him some unpleasant feelings ; < but again, (he says,) I 
felt composed, realizing that all things are ordered by Infinite 
Wisdom.' In Hamden, he enjoyed a season of much interest 
in preaching from the words, << Mighty to save," Isa. 63: 1. 

During a fortnight which he spent at home after returning 
fitnn this tour, he appears to have felt much for the spiritual 
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good <^ his neighbors. He visited, oonveraed, and prayed 
with most of them ; and was at pains to call on one of them 
ftjft these purposes before breakfast, knowing that he woaM 
be absent immediately afterward. 

December 11th, he left again lor a short journey eastward, 
going as far as Unity. Here, on the 14th, with the assistance 
of two persons from Albion, who were probably delegated for 
that purpose,* he formed a church consisting of nine members, 
to which, before he left the place, he admitted three others. 
One of these last was awakened, and brought now to give good 
evidence of piety, by having been rejected when an attempt 
was made in the place a year previous to organize a church. 
IBBd that person been then received, he would probably have 
settled down on a folse hope, and there remained till death. 
Another also who was rejected at that time, was found with 
such views of Divine truth, and in such a state of anxiety, as 
inspired the hope that a work was commenced within him 
whidi would end in saving conversion. The exercise of 
Christian fiuOifalnese may be sometimes trying ; and a pur- 
blind charity may plead against it ; but it is the only safe and 
prudent course. 

As the dose of the year was approaching, the missionary 
before us seemed more than ordinarily anxious to fill up his 
fleeting days with labor for Christ and souls. He preached 
frequenliy thrice a day, and sometimes for more than one day 
in succession. He regarded no weather, which would be 
tticountered in the pursuit of worldly business, a sufficient 
excuse for neglecting the public worship of God ; and the 
occurrence of a snow-storm, which lasted all day, did not 
prevent him from lecturing three times, riding four miles to 
the first, and the same distance to each of the other two. 

During a short space of time which he spent at home in 
the commencement of ihe year 1805, he appears to have felt 

* One of these was Mr. Daniel Lovejoy, afterward an excellent, 
devoted, and useful minister. 
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rnncb lor the spiritual wel&re <^ his £uaily. On t^e modk 
of January, he made the following entry in his diary : < In 
fiunily prayer, entreated God to visit my &mily, and renew 
my children. Pleaded the promise, ^ I wOl be a God to t^ 
seed." Have done the same often of late, and I think in the 
exercise of faith. Pleaded also the readiness of Christ, in 
the days of his flesh, to visit &milies where persons were 
sid^ or dead, when requested. Besought him to be as com* 
passi(mate to the souls of his poor creatures, now he is in 
heaven, as he was to their bodies while on earth. The words 
of the &^er, ^ Lord, I beHeve ; help thou my unbeli^," I 
used with feeling and earnestness.' 

And here it is proper to say, that he considered the wor- 
ship of God in the domestic circle as highly important And 
he seems to have regarded the service, not as one which the 
head of the family was to perform while its m^nbers were to 
be mere ^ctators, but as an acknowledgment of God in 
which each sustained a share ; and if any of his &mily was 
absent, he was pained, as if that one had &iled to render the 
due acknowledgment To avoid this, in two instances while 
he was now at home, when a son was obliged to leave befine 
the customary season of worship, and on a no more important 
duty than to * build the fire in the school-house,' he first took 
him aside, and prayed ^th Urn privately. It is true, there 
was another idea beside that of acknowledgment It was the 
moral influence of worship upon the mind. Of this he was 
extremely unwilling that his children, in any instance, should 
£ul. And, on these accounts, he was much grieved when he 
found professors of religion neglecting family worship, or 
careless about the attendance of their children. And often 
do we find him exhorting and admonishing parents for such 
neglects ; and striving, with great earnestness, to bring them 
to the performance of this duty. And it is believed, that in 
all his travels, he seldom entered a house where the head of 
the family was reputedly pious, without ascertaining whether 
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the dcxneslic altar was served or edierwiae. It is proper also 
here to he said, so important did ke consider the maiatenance 
of the wiMTship of God in his own familj, that eoim after he 
became » missionary, he toc^ a pioos widow with her two 
daughters into his house ; giving ber, for many years, the 
use of two rooms which he had finished fer the pnrpose ; 
famishing her with fuel, which his sons generally prepared ; 
and allowing her gratuitous access to his fruitful orchard; 
tliat, while he thus dischai^ed a duty of Christian kindness 
toward one who had.no relatives this side of Nova Scotia, 
tlie excellent woman might call upon God, m<Mming and 
evening, with his household. 

About the middle of January, he left, and labored a few 
weeks in towns upon the Penobscot. And it would certamly 
now be r^arded as a hopeful indication, could there be seen 
la any congregation such an interest in the special (odinances 
of the Grospel as was manifested in what is now Brewer ; 
where, in the old meedng-house, on a cold day, — and meet- 
ing-houses were then without stoves, — the whcde congrega- 
tion tarried to witness the administration of the Lord's Sup* 
per* On his return, at Winthrop^ where he attended a 
meeting of the Association, he records the shock of an earth- 
quake on the 81^ of February, at half-past nine o'clock a. h. 

From his return to near the middle of July, with the 
exception of attending the anniversaries at Boston in May, 
he spent the time at and about home, extending his labors 
into Somerset county on the one hand, and Oxford on the 
other. But the reader must not infer that because he thus 
seemed to hover around the centre of his domestic attractions, 
he was less active, or diligent, or faithful in the service of his 
Divine Master. He ^ways found work enough to do, and 
scarcely allowed himself any time for rest or relaxation. The 
motto of Him who once was censured for apparent disregard 
to the feelings of earthly relatives, seems to have been his : 
** Wot ye not that I must be about my Father's business ?" 
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We liaye ^eqaentlj had opportoiikj to nolioe die deep iafter- 
eft he felt in the ofderlj deportment of ChristianB, and the 
peace and prospmty of the chnrehes. He appears to have 
felt much as Paul did, when, pressed bj <*the care of all the 
diarches,'' he exelaims, <* Who is weak, and I am not weak ? 
who IB oflfended, and I bom not? " And dozing the period at 
which we are now glancing, a draft was made on his piety 
and effort in reconciling diffiealties which had arisen between 
brethren, and in seeii^ to the maintenanoe of discipline. And 
in these attempts he was generally sneoessftiL We cannot^ 
indeed, bat think, that the churches in the Tidnitj are deeply 
indebted to his fidelity in this respect Yoong, and feeUe^ 
and widioat pastors,-*— had no one locked after them in this 
particnlar, animosities nnremoved, and offences onrebaked, 
mi^t haTe proved deeply ^sastroos, if not ahsolately niin- 
008. Bat with aH these trials, he had the hap[^nefis of wit- 
nessing some growth to these in£uit dwrches. Tothedbaich 
in Anson, he reoeiTed five members ; to Ihe chorch in Bloom'* 
fiekl, three ; todie chareh in New Sharon, one or two ; and to 
the church m Biimfi>rd, two. 

To these general remarks on the period before us, we add 
a few items of more or less interest to the reader. Sabba^ 
Pebruary 24th, he baptized two children ; one of them his 
own. The foUowmg is the record of God's goodness to him 
on the interesting occasion : < Truly it was a solemn season. 
Think I can say thai God met with me in the duty, and made 
it sweet Felt a sense of my imworthiness to bebng to Clurisf s 
family, and be thus admitted to the privileges of his house. 
Rejoiced in the unchangeable nature of Grod's oovenant, aad 
that he keeps it to a thtmsofid ffenerations. He spake to 
Abraham^and his seed forever; and he has condescended to 
be my God and the God of myoi&pring. »Is this the msn- 
ner oi men, O Lord God ? " 

The nest day he observed as a season of private fastang 
and prayer. < Spread the following things before God :-w 
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'MjownaatiyedeiiniTitjandiniieifeetioiiftQfMfe. Bead 
Psalm li, and Bomaos vii, and viii. In the dust ci abasem^rt 
ocxafessed mj sins of nature and life, and fled to the bkod of 
Christ as mj only refuge* 

< Want of ministerial gifts, and success in the great work. 
Bead some of Timothj i, and ii, and Titus. 

< M7 wife and children. Bead Isuah liv, aj^ropriating'it 
to myself and £unily. Used many aiguments with God la 
prayer for my children. Tried to take hold <^ that {iromise, 
<' And (dL thy children shall be taught of the Iiord i and great 
shall be the peace of thy children/' 

< The state of our church. Bead Bevelatioii ii, and iii, 
and Psdlms li^' yy j IvYyij and ^vi. 

< My engaging in the Baptist controTersy. Bead and 1^ 
propriated Baiah 54 : 14, to the end. It was a good daf . 
Trust I was enabled to exercise much faith m relation to 
aome of these thing?. Closed by blessing God for the seasoiL' 

On the last of the above items it is proper to say that hia 
Poem on Baptism had been printed, and answered by elder 
Tripp, and that he had replied. From subsequent intimaticNia 
in his diary, it is also probable that he thought of imswOTDg 
the published semums of Bev. D. MerriU, of Sedgwid^ 
on this subject Such aa undertaking however, the reader 
may be assured he would by no meani have eontemplated, 
without a firm persuasion that the eause of Christ required 
it He observed another private £»st in June, but has bM 
been spedflc in the olgects to which the day was appNv- 
priated. 

In his customary journey to Massachusetts m May, be 
preached in Newburypctrt, Salem, and Marblehead. In the 
latter place, where most of the men are fishermen or sailors, 
it was rather a novelty to see before him an assembly of be* 
tween one and two hundred women, with only <me nude wanf 
t^naoce ezc^t the pastor and an accompanying minister. 

18 
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After laboring a few weeks int the Tieinitj of his residence 
•-- he left on the 12th of July, for an excursion in the eastern 
port of the State. On the 24th of that month, himself 
and Bey. Mr. McLean fonned a chafch of nine members in 
what is now Bingham. Thaice, that he might visit the new 
settlementSy he passed through Athens, Harmony, and some of 
the unincorporated towns northwest of Bangor, and came to 
the Penobscot at tiie latter place. From a back neighborhood 
in the town of Hancock, also, (which he reached by the lower 
route from Bangor,) accompanied by two men, he went through 
to Mariaville ; and, either from obstructed roads, or want of 
roads, some dearing had to be done to allow his horse to pass. 
Here, on the 12th of August he preached, and was told that 
it was the first sermon ever delivered in the place. The set- 
tlement then contained twelve families,-^ but he could not 
find that any person professed religion. Here he was joined 
l^ Mr. Samuel Sewall, (a cousin of his wife, afterward settled 
in Sumner) — who, with Mr. Daniel Lovejoy, was licensed at 
Hallowell, on ihe 20th of June previous, and was associated 
with him in this mission. 

Proceeding through Sullivan to Columbia, he fixmd that 
here and in Addison a revival of religion had been enjoyed, 
whidi, it was feared, was about to close. The reader wiU be 
gratified by an extract from his diary, which shows the man- 
ner in which he endeavored to impress upon the minds of 
Christians and others the importance of laboring to retain the 
gracious influences of the Spirit The remarks appear to 
have been made at the close of meeting. < Suppose numbers 
were in a state of confinement for some capital crime, exposed 
to the severity of the law. A messenger is sent to adminis- 
ter pardon. He begins and liberates some ; but, by the mis- 
conduct of the culprits, he attempts to leave. What a crying 
thare would be after him I One would cry out, Here is my 
poor wife yet in chains ; and unless relieved, she must be 
hanged, (^ die in her confinement Oh! return and set my 
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poor chHdren at libeitf , say oQnet brokeo-hearted pafents. 
And, O, here ia my poor hnsband, aays a l^ider-hearted wift^ 
etc It affected several, and my own soul also ; and soon ray 
thoughts turned to my own wife, [not yet pious,] my childreai, 
church, and town; and I longed to be in some retired place, 
that I might yield to my feelings, and pour out my cries. As 
soon as I mi^t, I retured into the wood, and cried to God 
with earnest wrestlings for them, pardonlarly for my own 
family. And I felt as if I could cheerfully trust God for the 
answer of my petitions.' The next day found him possessing 
the same feelings. ' Entreated earnestly finr my neighbons 
and family. Poured out more lomgingB to God for my pojotr 
wife. Besought him, that as he had promised those who 
leave wife and children for his sake and the Gospel's, should 
receive in this life brethren, and sisters, etc«, he would ^ve 
me a spiritual sister in my dearest earthly friend.' 

And while he longed for si»ritnal blessings upon his fiunily, 
he was equally desirous to be a spiritual blessing to others. 
This is what we are to understand as the meaning of his 
prayer, when, at Eastport, he besought the Lord to give him 
some work to do there, or send him elsewhere, and not suffer 
him to spend predoos time in vain. 

In this mission, he spent from the latter part of August to 
near the dose of October in the east^y part of Washington 
County. Nor was he contented to confine himself within the 
limits of the State. He made a number of brief visits to the 
adjacent parts of New Brunswick. Three times we find him 
on Oampob^llo, and once on Deer Island. More than once 
he was in St. Andrews, preaching in the village, and above it 
on the St. Croix. From Calais, he visited and preached in 
St Stephen's, St. David's, and Milltown on the English side. 
From Eastport, he had quite a romantic excursion into St 
George. He went by water, twenty-five miles, to the mouth 
of Magaguadavik River, and ascended it four miles to the 
head of tide-water. Here he preached to an attentive con* 
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gregs^aon. The next moming, he took a view of the PaHs, 
wkh its steep and ftigged sides^ and the ^ireexpice» which sar- 
FOfiiid it He went up the river eight miles, and preached 
Iwioe ; and walked a mile and a half farth^ to view the 
mills. Returning the next day, he preached faalf-^waj down 
toward the Falls. Leavteg the lattor place, he proceeded 
westward, twelve miles, along the head of Passamaqiioddy 
Bay, to a place in St. Patrick, called Buckahuck. Here he 
preached from Lake 16: 23. He enjoyed a very solemn 
time, and numbers were much affected* Four miles farther 
by water brought him to a ehcurt < carrying place,' whence, 
IttMtt a fresh-water pond, he descended into the St Crmz, 
and landed at Bobinston* A firiend who accompanied him in 
this excursion, to<^ with him a birch canoe, whidi was quite 
oonv^uent jfor some parts of it^ 

In Eastport, near the middle of October, he unexpectedly 
received a request ttom A committee to remain theie a while* 
He appears not to have contemplated a long absence from 
home; and this brought a trial upon his mind. Hie next 
morning he says : < Rose rather before daylight, and retired 
into a wood. Spread the matter before Grod, and besought 
him to direct me. Thought I felt willing to forego all worldly 
and private considerations, if thereby I might be insti*amental 
of good to souls ; and there heardly spread out my whde 
soul, with all its powers, before Grod, to be used in his service, 
Ibr the ccmversion of souls, or for otherwise benefiting his 
cause.' The importance of labor in other places at this time, 
seems to have induced him to decline this request 

An event which here occurred showed his desire to avoid 
needlessly wounding the feelings of Christians of other de- 
nominations. Hie Galvinist Baptist denomination prevailed 
here, and something had been said of the expediency of 
organizing a Congregational Church. At the close of the 
services of a Sabbath on which he had preached in the Baptist 
meedng-house, he requested the chareh to stop. He then 
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asked them whether they admitted any to their oommmiioit 
vrho were not baptized by inunersioo. They answered, * N(k' 
^Is it likely that you ever will?' ^It is not' 'Th«« are 
several persons in this vicinity who are not satisfied with 
dose fellowship, and some who hold to in&nt baptism : have- 
yon any objection to thdr uniting together by th^ooselves ?' 
All who spake gave free ocmsent. 

Daring the time that he spent in Washington County, he 
observed two seasons oS private fasting and prayer. The first 
he retired to a wood, but observed only the Ibr^oon, as he 
had been requested to attend a funeral on GampobeEo. < Grod 
helped me, (he says,) to lay a number of things befiire hiiB| 
and plead for their aooompUshment. But, with the most im- 
portunity, carried the case of my dear wife to God ; and I 
think I was never assisted to get nearer to him in her behalf 
than at this time. Besought with agcmy. Told the Lord of 
my long waiting, — now more than ei^teen years I had 
been looking and hoping for her conversion. Told him I waa 
tired of waiting, and entreated him to hasten the aooompliah* 
ment of my desires respecting her, or give me more patienoe» 
Told him I could not let him go without a blessing for her» 
And it seemed afterward that these were some of the last 
struggles I should have for her, — some of the last throes I 
should experience before she would be bom into the kingdom ; 
and I could not help rejoicing in belief of the accomplished 
event' Let not any humble Christian, who has long pleaded 
for a particular blessing, be discouraged, or think his prayers 
not accepted, because not i^peedily answered, when he is told, 
that these intercessions, and those of eighteen previous years, 
remained appaiently unnoticed for many years after thifi* 
The fidth of Abraham was long tried ; and yet God intended 
to bestow the blessing, and did bestow it We wish also here 
to surest that it might be improper for any to censure the' 
apparent freedom used with God in the above interview, who 
have not themselves been exalted to a high state of childlike 

13» 
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bklkoBcy wiiih hinu Large meamires of the spirit of adoptioii 
may produce effects which few, oomparativelyy imderBtand. 

The other &easaa of fasting and prajer was on a special 
occasion. The question of embodying a chur<^ in Dennys* 
▼ille came before him under circumstances which rendered 
decision upon it trying and difficult The candidates were 
desirous of being embodied ; but, upon examination, he foui^ 
that most of them were, in sentiment, open ocMnitiunion Bap- 
tists. They had been baptieed in in&ncy, (thoc^h upon < the 
half-way covenant,') and wished to be immersed. He was 
idone, and must take upon himself the entire responsibility of 
proceeding or refosing to act. He knew not how the case 
would be viewed by Christians and ministers generally, or by 
the Society whose nussdonary he was ; but especially what 
Would be pleasing to God in the case. He needed guidance 
from above, that he might preserve a conscience void of 
offence toward God and toward man. In seeking a place for 
retirement, he was shown a bam in a meadow remote from 
afiy other building. Thence he repaired. Sensible that if 
he regarded iniquity in his hearty Qod would not hear him, 
he first confessed his sins of nature and practice, of youth and 
riper years, before and after o(»Eiversion, and besought forgive- 
ness through the precious blood of Christ He then implored 
the quickening graee of God, and assistance in prayer, while 
he spread b^ore him the state of things in the place. He 
fervendy sought direction ; ' and, (he says,) think I exercised 
some fkith that my petitions would be granted ; for it is said, 
^ Ask, and ye shall receive $ seek, and ye shall find." Be^ 
sought God also for my family, and the cause of Christ at 
home. Gave my whole soul to God, to be made use of in his 
eervicej for the good ci others. It was a good day to me. 
Toward the close especially, my soul was all drawn out to 
Ood for the accomplishment of the things I had asked. F^ 
a sweet resting upon the promises : ^ They that trust in the 
Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be moved $" and, 
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^Hiou wOt keep faini in perfed peace whose mmd is atej^ 
on thee, because he trasteth in thee," were deli^tM pfausea 
of repose to my sonU Final acdon in the case did not oooor 
till nearly a fortnight afterwards. And it woidd seem thai 
some change had taken place, either in the persons of the 
candidates, or then* opinions ; for, of the t«i who were em« 
bodied into a church, only fbnr were immersed. The dmroh 
was formed, Sabbath, October 27th, and the Lord's Suppar 
administered to it. 

Reaclung the Penobscot in his retiim, he aacaided it aa 6r 
as Sunkhaze, now Milford. Here he found a setdement of 
twenty-four fomifies. He preached twioe, «— but oonld not 
learn that the settlement embraced a single pious person. Ota 
the 27th of November he returned to bless his houoe, haTing 
been absent four and a half months. 

Soon after his return home, we find this entry in his diary: 
< Cannot but remark and record the goodness of God to nay 
soul for several days past The words, ** Thou wilt keep hiat 
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee, because h^ 
trusteth in thee," have often occurred as descriptive of mj 
feelings. May be it is a preparation for approaching triala. 
O that all things, whether prosperous or adverse, may ser?e 
to take away sin.' 

The antidpation here expressed was soon realiced. la a 
few days afterward, that fell^disease, canker«rash, seized his 
youngest child, an infant daughter, and in less than a wedc 
laid her lovely form motionless in death. His belief in Goi^ 
covenanted mercy to his people was strong) and yet he knew 
that his child, in common with others of the race, possessed a 
sinful nature, and must be renewed and purified to fit it for 
the bliss of heaven. And when he saw the grim messenger 
approaching to tear her from his embrace, he retired a num- 
ber of times during the day and evening, previous to her 
death ; and with great earnestness besought God to renew her 
soul, and if about to remove her firom time, to take her to 
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lumBelf ; — and in dcang tids, his &ith seized upon the promisey 
**I will be a God to thee, and to thy seed after thee ; " and 
used it in fervent supplication. And when her last short breath 
had been taken, and her apirit had fled, he retired again, and 
acknowledged God's holy hand in the bereavement, and en- 
treated that it might be sanctifled to him and his. The fol- 
lowing Sabbath, he preached from the text, '< He hath done 
all things welL" Mark 7 : 37. So earnest was his desire for 
the sanctification of this event to his family, that a sh<»t time 
after, on rising in the morning, we find him spending nearly 
an hour in prayer with his wife. Of this he says : < Had an 
mioommon season in pleading for her ; and could not but hope 
tiiat a prayer-hearing Gk>d would appear in her behal£' 

Soon after this, he became lame, by a severe inflammation 
resulting from an injury in the leg. But this was not allowed 
raalerially to interfere with his public duties. Lectures were 
preached, and church conferences attended. And though 
when a Sabbath morning came near the dose of December, 
k prevented him from rising at daylight and retiring to a 
wood, as he wished, for self-examination and prayer, — it did 
not prevent him from preaching and administering the Lord's 
Supper that day, though he was obliged to do it in a sitting 
posture, with his suffering limb supported in a horizontal 
position before him. Nor when Wednesday evening came, 
would he be denied the privilege of the customary prayer- 
meeting, though to reach a near neighbor's, he had to be con- 
veyed in a sleigh ; and when he arrived, found no one to 
asBiBt him in the exercises. 



CHAPTER V- 

LABORS AT PORTLAND. — AT BLOOMriELD. -^ MI6SIONS W 
NEW HAMPSHIRE AND RHODE ISLAND. 

An extract finHn his diarj for January 1, 1806| may not 
be uninteresting to the reader. 'This morning oompletes 
forty-six years of my life* More than twenty-two were speot 
in an unconverted state, though not without ocmvictionB. Hew 
long did God wait with me I And since my eonTerucMi, how 
imperfect my life has been I Upwards of eighteen years hav« 
passed since I entered the marriage state ; and more than 
seven since I was licensed to preach. In every 8tati<m and 
rdaticm, how deficient I have been — as a single person, a 
husband, a father, a private Christian, and a preacher I My 
only refuge is the precious blood of Christ. I have lost one 
dwelling-house by fire, and buried four children, and expe- 
rienced other chastisements. But for them all I have reason 
to be thankful, as they were sent, I think, in covenant love 
and faithfulness. Grod, also, has mercifully afforded his pre- 
sence and support under them. I have reason this morning 
to set up an Ebenezer, and say, '' Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped me." To the same faithful hand would I commit the 
remainder of my days. Enjoyed a very solemn, tender 
season in family prayer this morning.' 

The 27th of this month he observed as a day of private 
fasting and prayer. The reasons for doing this were, * The 
broken and scattered situation of our church ; the want of 
wisdom to carry into effect some difficult parts of discipline 
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DOW on hand ; to seek direction on the question of remaining 
at home or going on a mission the coming season ; to seek an 
increase of &ith if Grod should call me to trust nakedly upon 
his providence for temporal support ; to implore the outpour- 
ing of Gk)d'8 Spirit ; to entreat the conversion of my wife and 
children, etc. In the duties of the day, ibund much encour- 
agement to trust in God for temporal support, should it be 
my duty to tarry at home,* as some things seem to indicate. 
Was favored with much importunity in pleading for grace to 
carry into ef^t church discipline.' 

It is here proper to say, that frequent notices of his deep 
anxiety for the conversion of the members of his family ap- 
pear about this time. At one time, we find him pleading 
with such earnestness for his children in family prayer, as to 
be unwilling to close the season of devotion. At another, 
toward the end of the year, intense solicitude found its way 
into the visions of the night, disturbing his repose. While Yaa 
body required rest, his soul was awake ; and, fancying him- 
self to be at work with two ni his sons, such distress for their 
salvation came over him, that he was forced to drop the im- 
plement he was using, and fall upon his knees ; and there the 
strength of his emotion forbade all utterance, except brief ex- 
clamations, till the agony of his feeling awaked him. He 
was anxious also to keep their minds, as much as might be, 
under religious influences ; and when the older children were 
attending singing-school, he not unfrequently prayed with the 
younger before they retired for the night, and the older after 
they returned. 

During rather more than half this year, he labored in differ- 
ent towns in the counties of Somerset, Oxford, Kennebeck, 
and (what is now) Franklin, taking journeys to the distance 
of thirty miles, more or less, and allowing himself little time 
with his family. He knew, not what it was to be idle ; and 

* That is, take no mission, and henee labor without mnch com- 
pensation. 
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it sometimes makes one tremble for Hie result to fellow him, 
as with the lameness just mentioned, or having a hoarse cold, 
and in spite of it travelling and preaching from one to three 
times a daj. He did not, indeed, neglect the little domestic 
appliances which might tend to relieve him, or medical pre- 
scriptions when deemed needful. But he scarcely remained 
in one place long enough for their proper effect And when 
these had received some hasty attention, one looks after him 
with somewhat of the feeling he would have in watching a 
yessel in a storm, expecting to see it reel and founder, or 
bring up upon a sunken reef or a lee shore. But his Creator 
had blessed him with an excellent physical constitution ; and 
he was careful to watch the effects of diet upon him, and to 
avoid in eating and drinking what he found to be unfavorable 
in its tendency. But beyond this, one can scarcely peruse 
his diary without feeling that, amidst the abundance of his 
labors and exposures, he must have been under the care of a 
kind and special providence, to escape permanent, or even 
fatal, injury. 

In the months of March and April, he spent seven Sabbaths, 
alternating in the towns of EEamden, Brewer, and ' Bangor. 
Toward the close of that time, he was waited upon by the 
selectmen of Bangor and a committee ftom Brewer, (then 
Orrington,) requesting him to labor with them for a time. 
He was not prepared to answer them till he had jQrst asked 
counsel of the Lord. Making this reference of the matter, 
he was led to feel, (as he expresses it,) that Christian friends 
there had probably bribed heaven against him, and that he 
must go there and help them. He * told the Lord,' however, 
< that he could not go unless he would go with him.' In this 
request, friends in Hamden appear to have united ; and in 
consequence he spent in those three towns a part of June and 
July, the whole of August, and the most of September. He 
did not, however, confine his week-day labors to these places. 
He was almost constantly in motion. Noah's dove scarcely 
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had less rest to the soks of her feet, than he idlowed to his. 
In reading his diaij, one is almost wearied, as if with ruoning 
to keep up with him. He visited the towns of Newburgh, 
Dixm<mt, Jackson, Monroe, and Frankfort; ascended the 
Faiobsoot im the east side as £eu* as Sunkhaze, and on the 
west to Oldtown ; and visited a number of the towns and 
dien unincorporated plantaticms north and west of Bangor. 
Kow and then he spent a day in reading and writing, or in 
Qomparative retir^nent and devotion. But more frequently 
he was preaching once or more times a day. And this is, for 
the moat part, true of the whole year, a portion of which he 
spent in the vicinity of the Fenebscot. Going and coming, 
also, he usually gave lectures along the road. It may perhaps 
he^ the reader to form an idea of his views respecting what 
should be his diligence, to be told, that on a snowy day at 
home, neiu* the close of the year, when he had < not done 
much to purpose,' he recorded his sense of shame and guilt 
for the d^ciency. 

In his labors during the year, he seems to have etyoyed 
the same measure of the Divine presence and assistance which 
had been previously afibrded. An instance or two, in which 
these appear to have been peculiarly enjoyed, it may be pro* 
per to notice. Of a lecture in Orland on the 14th of March, 
from Deut 32 : 85, « Their foot shall slide in due time; for 
the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall 
come upon them make haste," he says : < Truly, it was one 
of the most solemn and tender seasons which I ever enjoyed. 
Did long for the salvation of souls. Eternity looked near.' 
And then for the distinguished and unmerited favor thus shown 
him, he added, ' Praise the Lord, O my soul ! ' Of a lecture 
between Hamden Corner and Newburgh, June 9th, he says : 
< It was truly a solemn time.' And then of another on the 
same day at the latter place, from Rev. 2:4, 5, « I have 
somewhat against thee," etc, he says, « The Lord was present 
to assist in speaking, and to set home the word. Many 
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solemn &ce8 and wat^^ ejes were in the assemblj. The 
Lord be praised*' Nor did he labcHr without encoaragement 
of success. Some cases of seriousness existed in Brewer. 
In visifcins^ six families one day, he speaks of findins: some 
minds spLlljr inq>reased ; and of lea^g two iZ/faauly, 
where he oonyersed and prajed, bathed in tears. On a second 
visit to Dixmont Mills, he found a man givio^ pleasing eiri- 
dence of pietj who was awakened bj his instrumentalit j when 
there a ifow wedks previous. At the time of that previous 
visit, he went thence to a place not &r distairi;, then called 
Bridgestown, now Tn^. There he lectured, and was told tiuit 
it was the first sermon ever preached in the n^ghborhood* 
He there found a pious lady, who had heard only aoe sermon 
an J where in the vicinity fer elev^ years. The strength of 
his desire for a blessing on his labors is seen in a record 
whidi he made of his feelings while riding throagh a wood 
two days afier this. ^ Longed to be instrumental of good to 
souls. Begged of Grod to send affliction, losses, disappdmt^ 
raei^ p^secution, amythingy rather than to take his Holy 
Spirit from me, or that I should fail of his assistance to do cr 
suffer for his name's sake.' 

An incident recorded a few weeks after this, exhibits the 
sovereignty of God in the means he employs to awaken the 
«««les8 ; and that he can so apply L^ificarrt phyrical 
events, as by them to overtom and destroy rooted prejudices 
uid erroneous opinions, and bring the soul in humble prostra- 
ti(m to ^ Saviour^s feet It diows abo his boundless meaner 
in thus meeting and subduii^ one whom other means had 
failed to affect. In a back neighboiiiood in Hamd^ he 
found two men who gave evidence «f having recently become 
pious. One of these had been a Universalist ; and noth- 
ing had arrested his mind, till, in the act of felling a tiee, 
this passage strodk him with great force: "In the pboe 
where the tree falleth, there it shall lie." The application, 
of course, was made to his own immortal interests ; and^ if be 

14 
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had befieved in a fbtare limited panisbment, the principle 
here inyolved showed him the falseness of the expectation of 
sabseqaent release ; or, if otherwise, he saw that his charac- 
ter for eternity must be formed in the present life. After a 
season of deep distress, he was brought to submit to a wove* 
reign God, and close with the offers of mercj through a 
cnidfled Saviour. 

As previously remarked, a number of his distant relatives 
resided in this vicinity ; and we often find him pleading with 
great earnestness for the conversion of those of them who 
were in impenitence. Among these was a somewhat dis- 
tinguished man in Hamden, who was frequently a subject 
cf his fervent supplications, and who, during this season, 
began to occupy a somewhat elegant house which he had 
erected. Soon after this, he passed a night under that hos- 
pitable roof.* In family worship, he sung and read the ci. 
Psalm, and solemnly dedicated the house to God, entreating 
that it might become a house of prayer. During prayer and 
in conversation afterward on the duty and reasonableness of 
household worship, his kind host appeared much affected. 
The Sabbath -evening after, August 3d, he preached in the 
house, from Joshua 24 : 15, ^Aa for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord." * And truly, (he says,) God helped 
me to come dose to the consciences of my hearers. Some 
wept; others were solemn; and all were attentive.' He 
passed the night there, and < enjoyed a sweet time in family 
prayer ;' and he felt constrained to cherish the hope, which 
he recorded, that the dwelling would become a house of 
(Miayer. This hope was afterward realized; and the head of 
that family went, years since, as it is believed, to the rewards 
of the just above. 

During the year, he observed two other days of private 
&8ting and prayer, beside the one we have noticed. The 

* THs phrase is used as peculiarly characteristic of that house — 
Gen. John Crosbj's. 
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Hormer of these was in JuHe, at Brewer. Tbe seaflon ap- 
pear to have been aolemn and interesting. <With some 
sincerity, (he says,) gpive up myself, soul and body, members 
and abilities, to God, to be employed in the great woik of the 
miniBtry. Longed to be so filled with a hoLj dread of God 
while preaching, as not to regard the persons of men. Be- 
sought Grod to make me successful in ccmverting sinners, edi> 
fying his people, and disciphning his house. Prayed to be 
prepared for trials at home and abroad, inward and outward. 
Looked to him for direction in the path of duty, — where I 
shall labor the coming season,-*— whether at home, or here, or 
on a missicm.' — The latter, was in December, at home. Of 
this, he says : ^ Confessed my sins, original and actual, before 
God, — and besought pardon through the atoning blood of 
Christ. Be^ed for gifts, and gnaoe, and success in preaching 
the GospeL Spread the situation of this church and town 
before Grod with some feeling and, I trusty in the exercise of 
fiuth, for a revival of his work. Besought Grod to direct my 
way in reference to the question of going on a mission or 
otherwise. Derived some confidence that he would, from the 
passage ^ Commit thy way unto the Lord ; trust in him, and 
he shall bring it to pass." Entreated Grod to hear the prayers 
I had offered in behalf of my family. Told him I could de- 
sire no more than I had desired; and I trusted his Spirit had 
excited those desires. The cause of God in general, and the 
case of absent friends, lay with some weight upon my mind. 
Have reason to bless Grod for the opportunity.' 

Seasons of public thanksgiving, also, were predous to him. 
Aftei: having highly enjoyed the public, as well as other ser- 
vices of one which had just passed, he said : ^ Have abun-^ 
dant reason to bless God for an opportunity to observe a day 
of thanksgiving.* And he adds a few thoughts respecting the 
perversion of such seasons. < It was humbling to reflect that 
while the angels in heaven are praising God, and the moon 
and stars in their courses were doing the same, and we were 
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lUed for the sflne defightfal doty, — (tfak was al an 
cnrening service,) — mnnben veregaCkered, in Tarioos {daoes^ 
to prostitute the ereaing to purposes of Tain amusement, or 
Intemperate eonTiviali^. Qh that €vod would lead diem to 
see and feel their goik and danger, and not suffer them to 
ndsnse time wlndi shoold he devootl j spent, or waste tha^ 
winch he gives them to prepare fer heaven.' 

He loved his ooontrj, and ^t that it was in Clod's hands, 
and was awake to evezything which tended to displease him 
and procure his firown ; — and at a time a few weeks previoos 
to the above, we find him rising feom his bed the latter part 
of the night, impressed with a sense i^ the sins and gailt of 
the nation, and the danger i^ Divine jn^^mentSy — and re- 
tiring to spread the matter in earnest prayer before God. 
The same thing, not &r firom this time, he wished to do fer a 
neighbor, — a fact in whose histoiy locked with a feowniag 
aspect on his spiritoal and immortal interests, — and whose 
ease he felt deeply as he awoke in the n%ht Laboring 
onder a severe oold, he felt that it would be imprudent to 
rise, though for a time he was tried whether he ought not to 
forego the consideration of heidth, and gratify the feeling 
which struggled for a private interview with Gk)d in his be- 
half. Instead of yielding to it, however, in the form whidi 
he wished, he remained in bed, and wq>t and pmyed ibr him 
awhile as he lay* 

Toward the close of the year he had the privilege of con- 
secrating an infant dan^ter to God in baptism. A brother 
in the ministry, providentially present, officiated. His feel- 
ings on the occasion will be seen by an extract from hia 
diary^ * Had a sense of my unworthiness to give myself, or 
my child, to God. With respect to the propriety of infant 
baptism, the promises of God, in the covenant of grace, to 
be a €rod to his people and their seed ; the declaration of 
Paul, that the blessing d Abraham comes on the Gentiles 
through Jesus Christ, and other similar things, seemed to af- 
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ford ^ permanent foundalkm on which to stand. I felt as if 
mj feet stood upon a rock whidi oould never be moved. It 
was a s(demn season to mysooL Offered someremarks after- 
ward on the subject. In prayer and singings m j feelings were 
mudi moved.' 

Amidst all his seasons of spiritual enjoyment, there were, 
however, occasional reverses. Now and th^i, he felt him- 
self deserted in public duties. We give one instance below ; 
and, — though his enjoyments were not always the same, -— 
we recollect but one other like it during the year. It was on 
the Sabbath ; and the following is his record. < Preached all 
day &om Luke 9 : 60. In the forenoon felt troubled with 
wanderings in prayer, and want of Divine assistance in ^peak- 
ing. Retired at noon ashamed and cast down, and thought I 
must quit preaching if I could not enjoy more of the Divine 
presence. But God graciously drew near my soul in the 
afternoon. Felt, upon my own soul, the great truths I dis- 
pensed to others.' He then enjoyed solemnity in administer- 
ing baptism to an adult and an infant, and added, <<< Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits." Thought 
I could never be thankful enough for the season*' 

The following shows how he regarded the sin <^ having 
the mind occupied about worldly things on the Sabbath.. He 
was returning f rcmi a neighboring town where he had preached 
during the day. < Was troubled (he says), with wandering 
thoughts, about worldly concerns, by the way. What an im- 
perfect, sinful creature I am. Shall such a vile creature ever 
be admitted to the pure regions of endless felicity ? ' He felt 
that the conunand to keep holy the Sabbath day applied to 
the heart; and that whatever must not occupy the hands, 
must not be entertained in the mind. And the following, 
which occurred the Saturday after the above, and to which 
the trial he then felt might have contributed, exhiUts the 
pains he sometimes took to avoid worldly entanglements in 
holy time. Had a strong inclination to perform a small piece 

14* 
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of work, though not of immediate -necessity. I went to the 
place, but sat down and thought of the matter ; and as I have 
found it so difficult to get my mind from the world on Satur- 
days, in order to prepare for the Sabbath^ — it appeared an 
imperious duty to put by every thing, if not of immediate 
pressing necessity, and deny such inclinations as I £xmd then 
operating, lest, by being gratified, they should prove snares to 
my soul by leading it from God and duly, and injurious to 
the souls of others by unfitting me to do them good. I kneeled 
down and prayed, and returned without doing the thing fixr 
which I went' 

in closing the account of this year, it is prop^ to say, thai 
in May he assisted in gathering a church in Dizfield, of ten 
members. The other dergymen present were Bev. Messrs. 
McLean and Belden. The candidates were examined and 
accepted on the 8th, — but appear not to have publidy eo* 
tered into covenant till the following Sabbath. He was 
present also, and appears to have assisted, at the formation 
of the church in Solon, September SOth. This consisted of 
only five persons. The other clergymen present, were Rev. 
Messrs. Sawyer and Williston, missionaries. 

The commencement of 1807, found him at Rumford. He 
had gone into that neighborhood on a short missionary excur- 
sion. The beginning of a new period brought with it, as it 
is likely to do to every good and reflecting man, thoughts of 
the past and desires for greater efficiency in the object to 
which life is devoted. On the morning of the dd, he says : 
< Awoke last night with my mind much impressed with a 
sense of unfaithfulness in the great work of the Gospel minis- 
try. Felt guilty that I had been so worldly minded while at 
home ; that I had not visited the people, and pressed upon 
them the great concerns of their souls. Arose, (there being a 
fire in the room,) and sat up nearly an hour. Besought God 
that he would afford me grace to be more fiuthfuL ' In a few 
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days he tetnmed home, and entered upon the work the n^leet 
of which he had thus lamented. All the families in the 
neighborhood where he resided were visited, and conversecl 
and prayed with. His visits were then extended into the 
south part of the town, and even into the next town ; and the 
first day of February was little more than passed by, when 
every family within six or seven miles of him in that direction^ 
had received the same attention. While performing this la- 
bor, he does not appear to have regarded lumself as in the 
employ of any Society. Hence the ibllowing entry, madu 
January 19th, in which we see, also, the sense of duty by 
which he was actuated. * Felt last evening, and this moim* 
!ng, as if God must and would furnish my temporal support, 
while I am at work for him ; for it seemed that his work must 
be done ; and I cannot do it and yet provide for my family*' 
The state of his mind as to religious enjoyment at this 
time, is indicated by the following extracts. Af%er having 
preached on a Sabbath in ctanuary, and administered the 
Lord's Supper, and Baptism, he says : < Enjoyed much lib* 
erty, and a lively sense of Divine things, and a view of the 
import of the special ordinances of the Gospel. After meet- 
ing, had a striking sense d the manner in wbick one mercy 
makes another needftd. Having enjoyed the Divine presence 
in ordinances, I need grace to make a humble, wise, and good 
improvement of such a blessing. The bestowment of one favor 
thus creates the necessity of prayer for another, and that for 
another, and so on ; so that I need never be at a loss for mat- 
ter to pray always, as well as always to be thankfuL' Of a 
lecture the next day, he says : ^ Truly, it was a solemn, melt- 
ing season. Seldom enjoyed more fi^edom, and tenderness 
for the souls of men. The people were attentive, and a nun^ 
ber affected.' And shortly after this: *It was a pleasure 
to think beforehand of family prayer. Wanted the time 
to come. O Grod, accept my poor offerings ; and let the lif^ 
ing up of my hands be as the evening sacrifice.' 
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Toward the close of January, he observed a daj <£ private 
fasting and prayer ; and among other things, he says : ^ En- 
deavored particularly to humUe myself before God for secret 
sins, whidi I have feared might bring a blast upon my public 
labors ; rob my own soul of comfort ; and, possibly, hind^ 
blesdngs from deaoending upon my fiunily.' 

On the 2d of February he unexpectedly received a letter 
fipom Portland, requesting him to go th^e and labor. At 
first, he was at a loss how to understand this event of Provi- 
denoe. He had thought of spending the season at home, and 
had planned the manner of occupying his time; and he 
acarcely knew whether to regard this as designed to test his 
adherence to what he had thought was his duty, or a ^ call from 
God to help his cause in an unexpected quarter.' After re- 
flecting upon the subject, and entreating Divine guidance, he 
concluded to visit the place, as that would enable him better 
to determine what duty might be. AcoordiDgly, he went, and 
spent the first two Sabbaths in March. The evening of the 
day after his arrival, he preached in a private house, frem. 
1 John, 4: 8, <<He that loveth not knoweth not Grod, for God 
is love." This discourse he found reason afterward to believe 
was savingly applied to at least one of his hearers. His first 
Sabbath was divided between the Baptist meeti^g*hou8e and 
Dr. Dean's, and the second between Dr. Dean's and Bev. Mr. 
Kellogg's.* He [peached a number of lectures during the 
^eek, and observed one day of private fasting and prayer to 
seek guidance fix)m Grod in relation to the path of duty, and 
^ ministerial gifls, such as fortitude, humility, wisdom, knowl- 
edge, fear of Grod, and desire to please Christ and not man.' 
The result of his visit was, that he concluded to return, after 
a few weeks, and labor there during the season. 

After six intervening Sabbaths, three of which were spent 
in Norridgewock, he returned to Portland the latter part of 

» 

♦ Dr. Dean was pastor of the Frist Congregational Church, (now 
Unitarian,) and Mr. Kellogg of the Second. 
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ApriL A liall had been provided for a place of worship ; and 
here he preached (except three Sabbaths in September, two 
of which he supplied) till about the middle oi October. Be* 
aide three services on the Sabbath, he gave generallj a leo> 
ture on Tnesdaj evening at the hall, and various other lectures 
at private houses. During this time, in nearly every religious 
duty, public or foivate, he appears to have enjoyed mnch of 
the Divine pres^ioe. Nor did he labor in vain. He had 
the pleasure of frequent intercourse with persons who were in 
an anxious state of mind, and of witnessing a number of hope* 
M ocmversioBS. The dews of heavenly grace, indeed, appear 
to have been descending more or less in ike vkanity. A 
somewhat powerful revival, (judging by notices in his 
£ary,) existed, particulariy in what is now Cumberland* 
Here, daring the season, he preached a number of times. 
And though he was not in sudi a destitute region as sm> 
ronnded the Penobscot, he lectured occasionally in the towns 
of Cape Elisabeth, Westbrook, Fahnouth, and N. Yarmouth. 
And in these, ei|>eciaUy amidst the efiusions of the Holy 
Spirit, we are not to suppose that his labors were in vain. 
Of a lecture which he preached at Walnnt Hill, where some 
special seriousness existed, he says that many were in tears. 
Of a lecture in Cumberland, he says : ' Much solemnity and 
many tears in the assembly. Felt uncommonly affected my- 
self with longing dedres for precious souls. After meeting, 
called at a house where four or five young ladies, in a state 
of anxiety, were bathed in tears. Conversed and prayed 
with them. Oh, how unworthy am I even to see the work 
of the Lord going on I '* 

* A correspondent, now residing in another place, and who might 
have been one of the above namber, thus writes: *I too claimed him 
as the instmment in the hand of God of awakening me to a sense of 
my danger ; which, I humbly hope, by the influence of the blessed 
Spirit, brought me to the foot of the Cross. This was in the great 
reformation in Cumberland, in 1807 ; and as your beloved father 
labored there considerably at that time, I do not think that I am alone 
in datming him for my spiritual father.' 
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Retunung to his lodgings in Maj from a meeting of tko 
Ministerial Association in N. Yannouth, (now Yannouth,) 
he was surprised to be informed that the people were alive to 
the building of a meeting-hoase, if he would consent to staj. 
A permanent location there was what he had never contem- 
plated or desired. His own view of his qualifications, (or, 
rather, his want of them,) would not allow him to suppose 
that he could be permanentlj useful in such a field. The 
work which he regarded himself as called into the ministry 
to perform was of a more general nature. Still, things had 
occurred in his history so difierent from his own calculation^ 
and so manifestlj under the direction of Providence, that he 
did not feel authorized himself to decide. In his own Ian- 
guage, he ^ tried to spread the matter before God, and felt 
willing to be or do what he should chose. Felt engaged in 
giving up myself to God this moiiiing in secret, to be disposed 
of as he pleases ; earnestly besoc^ht God that I might noi 
gain the ears of people merely, but their heafU for him.' Thia 
led him to observe a day of &8ting and prayer, the following 
week, to commit himself and his way to God, and seek ins 
guidance. It is probable that he gave no particular encour^ 
agement at the time, nor affirmed anything like a deniaL 
The posture of his mind seems to have been, that of waiting 
upon God. The meeting-house, however, went up ; and was 
ready to be occupied by the first of December. A parish, as 
he informs us, was incorporated, called < The Third Congre- 
gational Parish in Portland,' and a church organized, as we 
shall presently see. The meeting-house has recently been 
remodelled, and is that in which the Third Church and 
Parish now worship. 

From the above extract, it would be an error to infer that he 
regarded himself as peculiarly popular, or that he was pleased 
with his own performances. Beside the general remark, 
which we wish here to throw in, that, on a review of his ser- 
mons, he oflen expresses a deep sense of mortification; a 
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i&kgfe reference will show, that, in his present situadon, he 
was not withoQt some painful trials respecting tile acceptable- 
ness of his labors. It shows also the stm^les which he had 
to make against different and opposite tendencies of a sinful 
nature. It was Sabbath morning, and he had felt some de« 
^pesskm of spirits the evening before. ' Awoke this morning 
under deeper depression than last evening. Mj dreams and 
waking thoughts were upaa the world, to mj sorrow. At 
meeting, found fewer in attendance than last Lord*s day, 
which tended to depress me more. Enjoyed some liberty in 
speaking, but not that engagedness which I wished. Felt 
^cceedingly dull during the intermission. Could get no relief 
IB prayer. At the thought of attempting Gk)d's worship in 
sQch a frame, dreaded going to- the afternoon meeting.' In 
the afternoon, however, he enjoyed more of the Divine pres- 
ence. And in the evening he found occasion to say, *** I was 
botmght low, and he helped me.'' May I be encouraged to 
trust in God in all my troables.' The next morning he wrote^ 
^ Find I am apt to give way to despondency and unbelief in 
times of difficulty, and to be proud and self-sufficient when 
things go well Tried to pray against both this morning.' 

Having made a brief visit to his family, he attended a 
meeting of the Lincoln Association at Hallowell.* An im- 
portant transaction at that meeting he thus records : * Formed 
into a missiimary society, by the name of the Maine Misdon- 
ary SocietifJ This was on the eighteenth of June. Here 
we have the origin of that noble institution, which now re- 
c^ves and distributes nearly twelve thousand dollars annually, 
and em]doys its ninety missionaries; which is the nursing 
mother of more than a hundred feeble Congregational 
Churches ; which has received more dian nineteen hundred 
life-members ; and which has done and is doing incalculable 
good in that State. Its beginning was small ; and the writer 

* This Association then embraced the Congregational ministers in 
Lincoln and Kennebeck Counties. 
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reeollects attending one of itg earlier anmTenariei, wiiea afi, 
or nearly all, the clergymen present dined at a mgle taUe is 
a sitting-room of only ordinary size. 

During his absence from Portland in Septeadier, on tba 
tliirtietli of that ijaontli, he 9^bt/&Bded ibe ordination of km 
brother-in-law, Rev. Samnel Sewall, at Edgeoon^^ On his 
retam in October, he saw Bev. Mr. Fayson, who had eooas 
to Portland to labor, and wiM> at first he hoped he mig^ 
obtain to iske <^aiige of the society he was gathering. But 
IMvine Ptovidenoe had determined anodier q>here of kfaer 
ibr him. 

About this lime he received a pressing request to labor in 
Bloomfield, wh«« a powerfnl work of grace was in p regress ; 
and on Sabbath, October lith, they took leave of the hafl, 
where for five and a half months they had worshipped ; sad 
he gave notice that he ilioaid not prea^ with them agam till 
tlie meeting^ioose was ready to be occupied, whidi was «x« 
pected to be in the course of icmt or &ve weekM, A£bet 
retinning home, he went to Bloomfidd, and labored a few 
weeks. While ^feere, ott the fcurth of November, he asDiBtod 
in forming a church at Dixoiont 

T%e question of his settling in Portland had pccMbfy been 
decided before he lei^ in Ootdber. Some at least weie very 
fflisious for it, and were dissfjfKmted that he dedmed. But 
he was satisfied l^at this was Ms duty, and tdid them that h» 
only design had been to prepare the way for swae other 
person. In the beginning of Deceml^r, however, he returned, 
and was happy to find on the ground a Mr. James Urarston, 
from New Market, who was expected to labor a seasem as a 
candidate. He now had the prospect of bdng released, ae* 
cording to his wish, tiiat he might labor elsewhere^ and, 
at the same time, of seeing the mfant society blesi^d, (as he 
hoped,) with 9sa al4e and &,idifiil pastor. He remained two 

* On the 18th of the February prerious, he had attended the ordina- 
tion of Bey. David Thnrston at Winthrop. 
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Sabbaths ; anddniii^ the interyening week, a number of 
candidates were examined, and a diurch formed on the eighth. 
Soon after, he left, eaying : < I feel quite satisfied with the 
disposals of Divine providence here. Have reason to think 
ttet Grod has heard mj prajer, and provided for the society' 
a man (I trust) after his own heart. I now can leave the 
place with a dear conscience and great peace, being satisfied 
that I have aoeomplished what God intended I should in this 
place. And now he bids me go and labor elsewhere in his 
vineyard. CheerfttUj and jo jf uUj I go. O Lord I go with 
me, and all shall be welL' 

After a brief viat to his jGEunily, he went to Blo(»nfield. 
Here he found the work of grace progressing; andhe entered 
into it with all his heart It was, however, with a humble 
view €i his own agency. After dosing the labors of his 
second Sabbath there, he said: 'One soul professed afterward 
tofindalittleo{g[nfart in time of the [evening] sermon. Felt 
as if mj pceadung only attended the worik of the Lord^on the 
soul, or tiiat God's work was providentially at die time of my 
^leaking^ without any necessary connection arising fttxm the 
goodness or fitness of the preachutg to such an end, any more 
then the blowing of the rams' hama was adi^»(ed to prostrate 
the walls of Jericha All d^ends onr the sover^gn power 
and appointment of God, who has mercy on whom he will 
have merc^, and whom he will he hardenetlu Conversed 
awhile with some who are under concenL What reascm 
have I to be thankful and humble I— £&aiu^^ that I am 
pmadtted to be where God is working, and look on and see 
tiie opeaition of his hands, and be in tiie least degree instru- 
mental of good;-^At<m^, under a sense of my great un- 
wortibiness and exceeding vileness*' 

Some of the converts were filled with great j<^» Hespeaks 

of a man and his wife who^ when the former had indulged 

hope during the night, (the latter appears to have found com* 

fort a short time previous,) went, early in the mornings and 

15 
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awoke a pioos ndghbor to piaise God -yrhk diem. He 
visited and convened with &em during ibe daj ; and, while 
he blessed God for his wonderfbl goodness, felt Ihat there 
was occsaxm to rejoice with trembling, lest souls should rest 
on a fiilse fenndadon. In a lecture on the evenii^ of that 
day, from 1 Pet 2:7,^ Unto jon therefore that believe,he is 
predoQs,'' he ' gave some cautions to joung converts and to 
professors, lest they should rejoice with a selfish joy.' Of this 
the great adversary appears to have taken occasion shortly 
after to distress him. A part of the following Sabbath, he 
had not enjoyed his usual solemnity and interest in preaching. 
This of course was painful, and espedaDy at such a time ; 
and of the night, he says : < Awoke with a strong impression 
upon my mind that God had departed fipom me, and would 
not assist me in preaching, because I had opposed his work. 
This was, that I had attempted to diedn some things which I 
feared might giow to extravagances, and had prayed that Grod 
would mork in a r^ular manner, free from extravagances, 
enthusiasm, etc It was suggested to my mind, that herein I 
had undertaken to dictate and ccmtrol the Most Hi^ s and 
that he must work in my way, etc I felt much distressed ; 
but in the morning obtained much relief by prayer. And 
still it seemed right to ask, (with submisncm to the sovereign 
win of God,) that his work might be carried on without 
tumult or extravagance. Satan is a busy adversary, and 
especially, I believe, in seasons of religions interest And if 
he can scare me into a compliance with his wiles, and make 
me countenance, as the work of God, the delusions and coun- 
terfeits which he would pahn off in its stead, — I should be a 
complete tool for him. O Lord, deliver me from his snares ! ' 
The anxiety expressed in the above extract might have been 
somewhat increased by the feet, that the work was rather 
general, extendii^ into other towns, and embracing all 
religious denominations. 

But he was not deserted. Of a lecture not long after. 



\ 
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fiom Judges S : 20, << I have a message from God imto thee,*' 
he says : * Scarcely ever felt more solemn in dispensing Grod's 
irord. Felt as if I was indeed deliyeriag kis message; and 
that he would acknowledge and apply it. Believe that it will 
affect the hearers for good or otherwise. Felt willing to leave 
it with him*' 

8oon after this, he observed a day of private bating and 
prayer, in which, among other things, after confessing his own 
ans and imploring pardon and sanctifying grace, he confessed 
the sms of his fimdly, and begged converting grace ; the sms 
of the neighborhood and town in which he lived, and besought 
for them an outpouring of the Spirit; and prayed for minis- 
terial gifts, grace, and success ; for the new Society in^ort- 
'kad; and that God would oontinne his work in Bloomfield, 
and provide for the Qiurch and Society there a ftdthful 
pastor. 

The revival^ and espeoiaUy its extent, rendered his labc^rs 
abundant Visiting, conversing, prayings preaching, and 
alt^ding diurch-meetii^s, occupied him almost constantly. 
From Bloomfield as a centre, he moved, during the week, 
(and sometimes for a third service on the Sabbath,) in all 
directions. And his transitions from point to pointy as we 
look after him ihroi^h the medium of the brief sketch given 
in his diary, appear to have been made with great rapidity. 
But his bones were not iron, nor his flesh brass. His mind 
drove its physical assodate too hard. And in the beginning 
of February, in consequence of a severe cold and hoarseness, 
he was obliged to relax somewhat the rigor of his application 
by a return to his family. Here, indeed, he was not idle. 
He preached every Sabbath, and took a journey to Bath ; 
and thence made a brief trip to Portland, to see how things 
were going there. On his return, he attended an ecclesiastical 
meeting at Winthrop, in connection with which, on the 24th 
of February, Bev. Daniel Lovejoy was ordained as an evan- 
gelist. The meeting was composed of ministers and lay 
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delegates from seTeral chnrehea. Its oljecty as gatliered 
from the ioformal record of his diary, was to eoibodj a *CQt^ 
sodatioii/ and ad<^t <artides of &ith and practioey' for the 
greater union and harmony of the charches. Snefa a body 
was organized ; and, in addition to the above objects, it was 
{ttobably intended, like a similar body in Connecticut^ to be 
<a court of appeal from the dedsioos of the churches.'* 

This season of comparatiTe relaxation to body and nund 
gpive his physical system an opportunity to throw off the 
injurious effects of unremitted toil and various exposures; 
and he returned to Bloomfidd the first of March, and labored 
there principally till the last of ApiiL 

lihe first half of May, and again the first Sabbath in Jime, 
he preadied in Fannington. We have before noticed the 
solicitnde he felt fer this place. IBBs anxiety in its behalf 
appears to have been revived. For, in a private fiist whidi 
he observed in March, to seek direction respecting the desire 
of die people in Bloomfield, he besought God to provide 
another man fer that people, and give him < an opening to do 
good in Fannington, and cut asunder the bars of oppositioii 
which might prevent' The interests of religion near home, 
seemed to be particularly upcm his heart. The latter pari 
of May, he attended the meeting of the Massachusetts j&fia* 
sionary Society, and other anniversaries in Boston. For a 
part of the missionary year, previous to this annual meelingi 
he was in the employ of that Society. 

Before his return to Bloomfield, where he arrived a little 
past the middle of June, he attended the first anniversary of 
the Maine Missionary Society, on the 15th of that m<mth, at 
Hallowell. At Blo(»nfieId, (excepting gdg Sabbatii's absence^) 
he continued till near the close of July. During this time, 
the church and people there requested him to become their 
pastor. From what has just been stated, the reader will 

* This morement was absndcmed after a few years. 
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probftbly antidpaite that he had no predilectaoii towaid a 
compliance with thia wish. He however did not decide 
liastiij, bat spread the matter before Grod, willing to be dia-' 
posed <^ as he saw fit ; and made a fre^ sorrender of him- 
self to be employed in his service where and how he pleased. 
During the time that he labored in Bloomfield^ which ^^is 
now about four and a half months, he received thirty-two 
monbers to the church, a number of whom at least he was 
adthorized to regard as his spiritual children. About the 
middle of September, he visited the place again* He had 
now reason to suppose that another fiuthful pastor would be 
given them, if he dedined the office. He preached a lecture 
ftcnn Acts 21 : 14, ^ And when he would not be persuaded, 
we ceased, saying, The wfll ci the Lord be done;" (the 
writer knows not whether he took the whole verse or the last 
dause;) and gave a negative answer. This he found a 
much greater trial than he had anticipated. He says/ To 
hear my spiritual children saying, ^ Don't leave us ; we don't 
want a &ther-in-]aw," and ^e hke, penetra^ted my very heart. 
I cried to heaven for them, that the Good £9iepherd would 
cany these lambs in his arias, and provide th^a with a foith* 
ftd under-shepherd. Felt a confidence that he would* Many 
tears were shed in the assembly, and by myself. Took an 
aflfecticmate leave of several after meeting, and left' He 
must have had a very clear and contrcdhng conviction €i duty, 
or more steadiness of nerve than most, to go as he did firom 
^ch an interview to a neighboring town, and preach again, 
and ^oy it. 

Daring the season, some special attention to religion had 
existed m Norridgewock. There he had given occasional lec- 
tures. Between the Ist of August and the 5th of December, 
he spent some six or seven Sabbaths there ; and received, at 
different times, eight members to the church. At a lecture 
in September, from Gal. 3 : 29, « If ye be Christ's, then are 
ye Abrakun's seed, and heirs according to the promise,"— he 
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biqrticed a nmnbtt of duldieii, and eiyojed a yrerj aoleiBii, 
itttereBtiiig season. <The assemUj seemed geneniUy im* 
pressed.' And he added, ^I desire to be thai^kfiiltbatthoi^ 
aanj Christian brethren do not suppose that God owns infiyit 
baptism, I hare the fbllest aasoranoe fiom the Wc3ed and 
Spirit of God, and my own experience^ that he does ; and I 
ooold wishy'if the will of God were so, that they might see 
and feel the same.' Onthe2dofNoTember,he waspresea^ 
and assisted in the dedicalioa of the meetinghouse, whidi 
had been recently finished. 

Beginning as above, ( Angost Ist) and going a little nearer 
to the dose of the year, he «p&at eight Sabbaths in Fa^n]a|^- 
ton. Here he received six members to the ehnrch. One season 
of private devotion connected with his labors here is worthy 
of notice. It was Sabbath morning. He arose a little past 
two o'dock and engaged in prayer with nneommai fenreacj. 
He pleaded with God for assistance in preadiing^ and for the 
conversion of souls ; for his wife ; for his children. And so 
deeply interested was he, and so heartily engaged in tiie duty, 
that he < scarcely knew wh^i to leave oC 

It may be proper here to introduce another extract or two^ 
showing the depth of the interest he felt in the spiritual we^ 
fare of his £unily, and how this kept pace with his religioas 
history. < An uncommonly solemn season in family prayer 
this evening. Was much animated with the thought of the 
IHmnised enlai^ment of Christ's kingdom. Willed that 
my fomity might belong to it Pleaded the readmess of 
Christ, while on earth, to heal sick bodies ; that souls were 
more precious than bodies ; that he is as full of mercy as 
ever ; that my fomily must die and perish eternally without 
hia help, etc Have reason to bless God for such a season*' 
A few weeks afterward: 'Ei^oyed aveiy solemn time in the 
worship of the family, praying for eadi of my children per^ 
eonally. Think I exercised faith for them aU, on the ground 
of God's gracious covenant prcHnises to be a God to the seed 
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of fab people^aad in tdfing me to open my month wide, and 
be will fill it Blessed be the Lord for this season.' Agiiuiy 
a little onward : * Think it was good this morning in prajer 
to partieulariae mj children, and give them up to God, jdesd-* 
ing his oovena&t Buthftdness. Think I exercised some &ith 
in God in their behali? The firm hold wych he had taken 
of the Abrahamio corenant was, manifestlj, a great cemforft 
to him« It asasted his faith, enoooraged his hope, and raised 
his expectation ; and, if what does tiiis ineroises the effiea^ 
of prayer, it was cartainlj benefidbiL 

While he preadied in Norridgewock and Farmington, he 
was travelling and laboring as nsnal, daring the week, in the 
n6%hboring towns. A few Sabbaths, also, were spent in 
these. 

The chnrdi which he was instiumental in forming at Forit 
land, and for which he cherished a parental regard, remained 
destitate of a pastor. For some reason, Mr. Thurston of 
New Market did not remain. In Sq>tember, he made it a 
brief visitj^and spent a Sabbath, recdving three to its com* 
munion, and administering the Supper. Of this he 6aj% 
* The Lord has been pleased to honor me with administering 
the Lord's Supper fer the first time to this diareh, which he 
made me instrumental of gatherii^ ; and in the new meetia|^ 
house. When I see what has taken place in consequence of 
my preaching here a few numths last year, I am astonished) 
and conclude that greater things will yet be efiected fin* this 
place and people.' 

At the commencement of 1809, he lab(»«d a few weeks on 
the east side of the Kennebeck. In North Augusta some 
special seriousness existed ; and in passing through NoUe* 
boi^gh, he fennd that a powexfiil work of grace had been in 
progress there during the previous season. He speaks, ak0| 
of some attention in New Castle. 

In February he was called on an Ecclesiastical Council in 
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Union* A Congregational church existed there ; bat not of 
a very distinct orthodox character. A number of its memp* 
bers were dissatisfied; and at least one council had been 
pieviously convened to adjust existing difficcdties. The coun- 
cil now assembled made a similar attempt^ but without suc- 
cess. The ground of a distinct orthodox confession the churdt 
was unwilling to take, and the a^rieved members felt con- 
strained to withdraw. ABu&r much deliberati<Ni and praj^i 
as they appeared to have taken Gospel steps, they were ex« 
amined, and on the 17th, they were embodied into a separate 
church.* 

Attempting to reach Friendship for the next Sabbath, he 
was stopped in Warren by a violent storm* Unable to col- 
lect a congregation on account of its continuance, he spent the 
day without preaching ; and speaks of it as the first silent 
Sabbath, save one, which he had had for seven years. 

During the months of March and April, he labored prin- 
cipally in Farmington. He commenced with a season of 
fiuting and prayer, in which he besought God's help in tiying 
to do something for his name and the good of souls. . The 
strong desire which he had possessed for a spiritual blessing 
upon this place led him now to adopt, and carry vigorously 
through, a system of &mily visits. This he prosecuted for 
weeks, caffiiig at every house, conversing wfth pewoDS of every 
description, and praying with most of the &milies. This 
brou^t him in contact with many who profess to believe that 
all will be saved. Approaching them in the spirit of prayer 
and with Christian kindness, he ^ reasoned with them out of 
the scriptures." The arguments of not a few he appears to 
have silenced ; but to rectify their judgments was a more 
difficult thing. By most he appears to have been treated 
kindly. Here and there a person, however, was unwiBing to 

* After some years, this chimih, in consequence of a change in the 
Fkst, lennited with that. 



Mnch-ApriL] jothax sswall. 177 

bav6 religions eonversatioii or prayer under his roof. Three 
other Sabbaths, during the year, he also spent in this place. 
fie aj^iears to have enjoyed much of die Divine presence in 
these labors of love, and though no immediate visible^ efiects 
are recorded, he had the pleasure of receiving a few to the 
churdL 

The Misslooary Society in whose employ he principiilly 
. was, commissiQned him to labor a part of the year in the 
neighborhood of Winnepiseogee lake, in New Hampshire. 
Here he spent a lew weeks in May, visiting Centre Harbor, 
Meredith, Tuftonborough, Osd|)ee, Wol&borough, and Ifid* 
dktcm ; preadiing with his accustomed power to full and at- 
tentive assemUies ; and laboring with his customary assiduity. 

On his return from the anniversaries at Boston, whidi he 
uttended, he was strongly urged to spend a little time in Pent* 
land, where God was pouring out his Spirit Contrary to 
his previoofl intention, he ranained about ten days ; adminis- 
tering the Lord's Supper to the new diurch ; visitii^, con- 
versing and lecturing; observing a season of &stmg and 
prayer in which that church and society were earnestly I6» 
m^nbered ; and cidling and preadnngat Gknrham, where also 
a revival of religion existed. 

Soon after reaching home, he was waited (», by a com- 
mittee from Norridgewoc^ requesting him to take the pas* 
toral care of that diurch and people. A request a{^)arently 
imezpected, and conflicting with the views which he ordinarily 
entertained respecting his duty, brought a burden upon his 
mind. This, as usual, he carried to the Lord ; and he so £ur 
entertained the question as to agree to advise with his minis- 
terial brethren respecting it Accordingly, at the meeting of 
the Mfune Missionary Sodety, which was held at N. Yaiv 
mouth (now Yannouth), July 5th, he laid the matter before 
the board of trustees, of which he was a member. Their 
opini<m was, that he was peculiarly fitted to be useful as a 
missionary, and ought not so to confine himself to any pkoe 
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as to prevent him from laboring prindpallj in that capacity. 
He, accordingly, a few weeks after returned a negative reply. 
On giving this answer, he joined with the church in a season 
of festing and prayer, that the Great Head of the Church 
would provide for them a pastor. Of this, he says : ' My 
feelings were much excited, and I think I exercised faith in 
prayer, that God would hear and grant an answer of peace. 
Several others appeared to be much exercised.' 

During the first six months of the missionary year, he was 
appointed by the Massachusetts Society to labor in Rhode 
Island. But owing to the existence of a spectal religious in- 
terest in a number of the destitute towns and settlements in 
Maine, he deemed it his duty not to leave. For the greater 
part of this time, he labored in the towns within thirty miles 
of his residence. His report to the Society,* at its next annual 
meeting, states, that the towns of Temple, Stnmg, New Viae* 
yard. Industry, Farmiogton, and New Salem (now Salem), 
were more or less visited by the awakening and renewing in- 
fluences of the Spirit He speaks of such a shower of Di- 
vine grace on a little neighborhood belonging partly in Strong 
and partly in Freeman, as appears to have blessed most of 
the adult inhabitants. But the most powerful work, of any 
extent, was in Webb's Pond settlement, (now Weld). Some 
conversions had occurred here in 1807, as the result of a short 
visit he made in the latter part of the previous year ; and 
God had somewhat blessed the labors of another missicmary 
here, Rev. Samuel Sewall, afterward of Sumner. But now 
the blessing was so general, that <out of fifty families, about 
one hundred persons made an open profession of religion.* 
Assisted by Rev. Mr. Kellogg, a missionary, and Rev. David 
Smith, afterward of Temple, he organized a church of eigii- 
teen members here, on the 17th of August At this time 

* See Ponoplist, and MLssionaxy Magazine, united, Angost, 1810, 
p. 98. 
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he speaks of forty or fifty as having ixi^Q^ed hope since the 
vnater^ and of othecs as onder serious impressioDs. Some of 
the hundred spoken of above might have indulged hope in 
laoa, and others during the ranamder of the missionarj year. 
The Sabbath after the organization of the church, he tamed, 
and received five more, and administered the Supper. Be^ 
fore the dose of the year, he received to this church, at dif- 
ferent times, eighteen more. 

A few years previously to this, a Congregaticmal church 
had been formed in Temple, but not on such grounds as were 
altogether satis&ctory to other churches ci the ord^ in the 
vicinity. A ccxnmittee had been appointed by the Linoohi 
and Kennebeck association, of which he was oqc, to visit and 
oonfer with the church on the subject This duty was at- 
tended to on the 2d oi August The members satisfied the 
ccHnmittee of their piety, adopted new Articles of Faith and 
Covenant, and were received into the fellowship of the 
churches. This church enjoyed a portion of his labors during 
the year. At one time he met with them on a day of fiurtang 
and prayer, the particular olject oi which was to entreat the 
Giver ij£ all good to send them a pastor. In the aftemocm 
he preached. And of the day, he says : < Truly, God helped 
me to pray, and to preach. Almost fergot myself in the af- 
ternoon, and preached till near night Did not feel fiitigued 
with labor or &sting till after meeting. [He had started from 
home a little aft;er daylight, and rode on horseback, in a storm 
and bad travelling, some fourteen or fifteen miles.] Truly, I 
must account this one of my highly favored, happy days.' 
His highest pleasures, certainly, were not found in earthly 
things, or sensual enjo3rments. His meat, like that of his 
Divine Master, was to do the will of him who sent him. He 
feu a deep interest in having this church supplied with a pas- 
tor. And on another occasion, while passing from one lecture 
to another in the place, he says, < My soul was so drawn out 
in prayer to God that he would send Mr. Smith here, that I 
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ooold scuroolj eonlun mjself/ His request in iSboB respeefti 
and that of the churchy waa granted. On the 2l8t of the 
toDowing Febraarj, he had the pleasure €i seeing Mr. Siiiith 
Bokmnl J set apart to the work of the ministry, and placed as 
aspiritoal watdbman on that part of the walls of Zion. Nor 
was his desire for the supply of other diarches less. He had 
previoosly endeavored to induce Rev. Mr. Thurston, who w«8 
about leaving New Market, to come into the county of Som- 
erset ; andy on his journey to Boston this year, called to urge 
his visiting N(»ridgewock, but was disappointed to find him 
on the eve of removing to Manchester, Mass. And though 
the diurch in Norridgewock remained destitute a few years 
more, he enjoyed the satisfaction of seeing Bev. Mr. Cayfbxd 
installed over the church and society at Bloomfi^ on the 
6th of September. 

Li the hitter part of September he visited the Penobsooty and 
spent one Sabbath in Hamden, and another in Brewer. Jn 
the former place, he found some special religions interest. In 
the latter, he administered the Supper, and bapdzed some 
children, — but grieved for the interests of religion in the 
pkee, particularly in view of the fact, that, fix^m the divided 
state of the people there and in Bangor, (then, in religioos 
interest united,) the labcM^ of a pastor were not lik^ soon to 
be ^ijoyed. At this time he was lame. About the middte 
of September, he was attacked by an inflammatiim in both 
insteps, accompanied with headache and loss of appetite. This 
he attributed to a cold taken a few dajs previously in conse- 
quence of getting wet by riding in a rain. The inflammation 
extended upward, and became troublesome and painful. He 
regarded it as a kind of ague, and resorted to soaking his feet 
and to lotions of a strong decoction of herbs, and to the ap- 
plication of poultices and cabbage-leaves to his legs. Some 
relief appears thus to have been obtained. But he went on 
with his work, scarcely dhninishing anght from the rigor of 
the task which he imposed upon himself; and it was not till 
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three or £nr iveeks had passed, that the difficaltj was 
removed. 

A few coQverBioiis had ooearred in Woc^wich ; and con- 
siderable att^timi existed among the Free-will Baptists, in 
the easterly part of the town. Some of the Congregational 
societj Mt it important that their pastor, Eev. Mr. Winship, 
should have help. Arrangements were made, and, with Mr. 
Winship's consent, he labored there during a part of October, 
November, and the following January. Feeling his need 
of grace, and wisdom, and guidance from on high, — he com- 
menced his labors here with a day of private &sting and 
prayer ; and he expressed the belief that he was enabled to 
wrestle with God in the exercise of fiuth. No recocd of 
epedSc results irom the labors he here performed are known 
to have been made ; but their influence is believed to have 
be^ felt in the promotion of evangelical piety. Of a lecture, 
which he preadied in the upper school-house on the riveiv 
road, in January, to a ftill, attentive, and solemn assemlMy, he 
says, ' I think I never had a more solemn sense of delivering 
Grod's message, in his name. Felt a confidence that he was 
present ; and .that he would own the message.' Before leav- 
ing the place, he observed a day of fasting and prayer, with 
a few members of the church. He also made occasi<»ial ex- 
cursions into the neighboring towns for lectures. At erne 
time, he faced a snow-storm five and a half miles, on foot, to 
Arowsic Island, and preached in the evening. 

We have often spoken of his diligence, and ^e apparent 
rapidity of his movem^its. The reader may be gratified with 
a specimen or two. We will give a sketch of a day's work ; 
and of a short tour. The former is taken from July of the 
present year ; the latter, from February of the next He 
had spent the Sabbath in Solon, and came to Anson, a dis- 
tance of eight or ten miles, before breakfest Monday morning. 
Here he found that a young man had been drowned the day 
{Obvious, by attempting to swim a horse across the basin, (so 

16 
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caUdd,) at tbe iDOoUi of SeveiKniile BrooL He wasreqaesled 
to attend the fun^^ that afternoon. He had a lecture ap- 
pointed in Starks. He prooeeded and attended to hiB lecture at 
eleven o'clock, a. m. ; borrowed a horse to rest his own, which 
was almost constantly in motion ; returned and attended the 
funeral at two o'clock, p. m. ; and visited, conversed, and prayed 
with a fiunily. He then resumed his movement toward home, 
where he arrived a little past midnight ; having ' rode about 
forty miles, preached twice, and called upon several fionilies/ 
The next day, he was off to Temple, on the business of reor* 
gftnjging the church already mentioned. In February, he 
had spent a Sabbath at New Yineyard, administered the 
Supper, and preached three times. He preached twice on 
Monday and twice on Tuesday, in different places, making 
various calls. Wednesday and Thursday, he moved several 
miles before breakfast, made various visits, and attended to 
some items of worldly business ; and the afternoon of the 
latter day found him at Strong, in a conference meeting, ex« 
amining persons, who a short time after were embodied in a 
church. Friday, he opened a town meeting by request, with 
prayer, in Temple; made arrangements with the Ghurdi 
about the expected ordinaticm of Mr. Smith; prepared the 
letten missive; preached in the evening; and then went 
home. The next day, he left to spend the Sabbath at Mon« 
mouth ; reached Beadfield comer, and preached in the even« 
ing, and passed the night. The next moniing, a friend took 
him in his sleigh, and carried him to Monmouth, some ten or 
twelve miles. There he preached three tames. Monday, he 
made a few calls, returned as &r as Winthn^ preached in 
the afternoon, and then in the evening at Beadfield ocMmer. 
The next morning he rose early, read and meditated a little, 
and then rode home before l»eakfiut, fourteen miles. 

These instanoeR are not taken as the strongest spedmens 
which might be found ; nor yet as samples of what occurred 
every day or every week. Similar things, however, fonn no 
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tnodiosid^rable part of his histoiy. It was no imcomman 
tbing for him to rise, and spend scHne hours in reading or 
writing, or in measuring off a portion of the distance to be 
gone over the next day, before others had left their beds. 
This was dften done without previous desi^, when, awaking 
in the latter part of the night, he found himself sufficiency 
refreshed, and thought how much more he could accomplish 
bj improving the time. And hence it sometimes occurred 
that those whose hospitality he had shared, on preparing their 
morning's repast and going to awake their guest, found no 
guest to awake. 

. The amount of his absence from home caused him o&m to 
fear that he neglected the spiritual wel&re of his &milj. 
Though endeavoring to be fiuthful when with them, he felt 
that his children received not that measure of religious in- 
etruction which they needed. This led him to observe the 
ilrst day of the year 1810 as a season of fiimily &sting and 
prayer. He was then fifty years old, and his oldest son a 
few months more than twenty-one. But the reader will be 
more interested in his own account than in that of another : 
* Aal am so much away from my family, and have so little 
opportunity to instruct them, concluded to observe this day 
with them as a day of humiliation, fasting, and prayer. It 
was so that they all attended, and with scarcely any percep- 
tible reluctance. After a general introduction of the object 
and services of the day by addresses and prayer, I desc^ided 
to particulars ; and, by reading a portion of Crod's word, and 
prayer, particularized my own case by confession and peti- 
tion. Next, my wife, — and the conversation with her 
affected me exceedingly. Felt so for her that I could scarcely 
contain myself. [The writer well remembers that this affect- 
ing interview was one of choked utterance on both sides.] 
Then attended to my oldest son. Then to the next two ; and 
so on through the others, particularizing their cases before 
God in prayer, and concluding by blessing diem severally. 
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In a oooafbrtable and solemn frame afterwards, feeling that in 
some measure I had been enabled to discharge my daty 
toward mj fiunilj, and could more cheerfully leave them with 
God.' 

The Trustees of the Massa^usetts Missionaiy Society, at 
their semi-annual meeting near the close of the year, renewed 
his appointment for a mission in Rhode Island, with discre- 
tionary liberty, however, to spend a portion of the time among 
the destitute churches, where, during the former part of the 
year, his labors had been bestowed. As already observed, 
he spent January in Woolwich. February . and a part of 
March, he devoted to a few townsmen the Sandy River. On 
the thh^ of March, a church of twelve members was gathered 
in Strong, to which, preaching the next Sabbath and adminis- 
tering the Supper, he receiT ^d another. 

A few days after this, he left for Rhode Island. Taking 
Portland on his way, he attended on the fourteenth the ordina- 
tion of Rev. Nathan S. S. Beeman, as pastor of the new 
church which he had been the means of gathering.* After 
entering Massachusetts, his progress seems to have been 
somewhat retarded. Special religious interest appears to 
have existed in a number of towns through which he passed, 
(especially Rowley and Manchester,) and he was importuned 
for lectures. He also interested himself in obtaining some 
assistance for Rev. Mr. Smith, who had been recently ordain- 
ed at Temple. Spending a Sabbath in Charlesitown, he 
preached in the morning in the State Prison, where a fellow- 

* Rev. Mr. Greenleaf, in his Ecclesiastical Sketches, says that Mr. 
Beeman's ordination as pastor of this church, was in the spring of 
1808. Mr. G. must have been misinformed, as the diary before as 
gives a circumstantial account of the ordination, specifying by whom 
the several parts were performed. In the winter of 1808-9, Mr. Bee- 
man was Preceptor of Lincoln Academy, New Castle, Maine. A short 
time before that, he had joined the Congregational Church in that 
place, under the pastoral care of R^v. Eiah Bayley, and about that 
time was licensed to preach. 
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townsman was tihen confined for an offence committed against 
the State. He speaks of the prisoners as being attentive^ 
and the occasion as being solemn and interesting to himself. 
Passing on from Boston, and spending a Sabbath at Barn- 
stable on Cape Cod, he went to Falmouth, and thence to 
Martha's Vineyard. Here he spent the latter part of April, 
and preached at Hohnes's Hole, Edgartown, the smaller 
Island Chapoquidic, (where the people appeared mudi im- 
pressed,) Tisbury, Chilmark, and to the Indian congregation 
at Gaj Head. On the thirtieth, he preached in the fere- 
noon at Holmes's Hole, and crossed to Falmouth, and preach- 
in the aflemoon, and again in the evening. Here some special 
attention appears to have existed ; and the next day he tarried 
to a prayer-meeting in the forenoon. At this, he remarked 
on the parable of the sower ; and says : < Had a solemn 
time, especially in the last prayer. My whole soul went out 
to God for the souls present, for the minister, [Bev. Mr. Lin- 
coln,] for the church, for those under impressions, and thoee 
who are careless. Committed all to Grod, and parted with 
the people with regret, leaving them in tears.' He adds, * A 
woman was very much impressed under yesterday's sermon, 
another last evening, and another to-day. The Lord take 
them under his special care.' Jn the afternoon of the same 
day, he preached in the east part of the town, and in the 
evening at Saudwich, in Bev. Mr. Burros meeting-house, to a 
full and attentive assembly. The next day, he preached 
twice in Sandwich, and twice in Wareham. These meetings 
he appears to have enjoyed very much ; and exclaimed at the 
dose of the day, ' What shall I render to the Lord for ail his 
kindness?' The day following, he preached at Bochester; 
and after enjoying a sweet interview with a few Christian 
friends, and a solemn, melting season in prayer before they 
parted, he says, ' Oh, how many of Grod's people are scattered 
about in the world ! how sweet is it to ei\joy communion with 
them here ! But how much better will it be to enjoy com- 

16* 
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mtinum with oS the saints in gloiy, where the light of God^s 
oountenance will beam forever upon the soul 1 ' 

Spending a Sabbath at New Bedford, where he preadied 
four times, and preaching twice the next daj at Dartmouth, 
where his < soul was much filled with love to Christ and souls,' 
— he reached Little Compton,. B. I., on the eighth of Maj* 
Here he gave an evening lecture; and another the next even* 
ing at Newport, — and the day following, he crossed the ferries 
and went to South Kingston. Here he spent the following 
Sabbath, preaching four times. 

During his stay of a little less than three weeks, he 
traversed the State ; and besides the places above named, he 
preached at Pawtuxet, E. Greenwich, Wickford, Richmond, 
Charlestown, Pawcatuck Bridge, Hopkinton, W. Greenwich, 
Gloucester, Cumberland, and Providence. He met with 
some obstacles from the existence of strong prejudices against 
the < Presbyterians,' (as ' all beside Baptists and Quakers 
were called ;' ) from great indifference to religion, and disre> 
gard of the Sabbath. But the manifest fervor of his piety 
and engagedness of his address, secured for him, generally, 
full and attentive assemblies ; and, in some instances, his hear- 
ers were considerably affected. After his second Sabbath, at 
Little-Best in South Kingston, several of the principal inhab- 
itants requested him, with tears, to visit them again. He felt 
that in this place there was a hearing ear, and that good 
might be d<Hie if the means could be continued. He found 
religion in general extremely low, and the churches in a 
pitiable condition. The Seventh-day Baptists were generally 
Arminian in sentiment ; and family-worship, and worship at 
meals, was neglected by most professors, and by some minis- 
ters. The state of things, as we shall have occasion here- 
after to remark, has since improved. He closed his mission 
in Rhode Island on the 28th of May, and came to Boston to 
attend the annual meeting of the Missionary Society. In 
twenty-nine weeks, — which he had spent in its employ during 
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the year, — beside various other labors reported, he had 
preached two hundred and forty-nine times, which, had he 
added three sermons more, would have made eight times a 
week for the whole period. 

From his return home to the close of the year, excepting 
five Sabbaths in Woolwich, he labored in destitute towns in 
the counties of Somerset, Oxford, Kennebeck, and (what is 
now) Franklin. During this period, a passage occurs in his 
history which reminds one of Nehemiah and his associates. 
Bev. Mr. Smith, who had taken the pastoral care of the 
church in Temple, and was about to remove thither, found it 
necessary to erect a house ; and the feeble state of the society, 
as well as his own circumstances, rendered it desirable that 
he should receive assistance. The subject of this memoir had 
not forgotten the use of the stone-hammer or the trowel ; 
Bnd, while the ministry was his great work, he was ready for 
any service by which he might strengthen and advance the 
interests of 2iion. At intervals dttring the autumn, his me- 
chanical skiU was put in requisition to aid the brother whom 
he loved, and in whose establishment and prosperity he fdt a 
deep interest And yet, while thus employed, one can per- 
ceive but a slight diminution of his ministerial labors. Every 
Sabbath he is as deeply engaged in his appropriate work as 
ever ; and during the week he is seen running in almost all 
directions for lectures. And then, that he might not &H 
of advancing in the labor of his hands, he would often ride 
miles before others had broken from their repose. The transi- 
tion from his previous trade to the duties of his higher calling, 
and then back again to the apron and the trowel was not dif- 
ficult for one, the kindness and devotedness of whose heart 
prompted the wish to become all things to all men ; and the 
readiness of whose mind qualified him eminently for doing it. 
And the ease with which the transition was made places him 
before us in a striking resemblance to those who were rebuild- 
ing the walls of Jerusalem ; with the implements of a previ> 
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oiiB craft on ike one side, and those of bis spiritual war&re 
on tiie other, ready, in either case, to be seized at a momenf s 
warning, as circumstances might require. And if he ^d not 
always toil tail the stars appeared^ he made np the score of 
diligence, in two instances at least, by laboring till two or 
three o'clock in the monung, to complete a job which could 
not be ccmveniently left unfinished. 

We should scarcely expect that (me whose treasure was man* 
ifestly in heaven, and who obviously held the things of this 
world with a loose hand, would pray for an increase of propeiv 
ty. And it may, perhaps, surprise the reader to hear him say, 
while lying awake and praying for his wife and children, and 
^her things, — * Besought God for worldly prosperity.' This 
may seem to be quite at variance with the current of his re- 
ligious history hitherto ; and the pious reader may be ready 
to shrink back as if we were approaching a fearftd rock with 
which he narrowly escaped a &tal collision. But he whose 
heart is singly set on the advancement of Christ's kingdom 
may safely and properly present petitions, which, to others, 
might be imsuitable or dangerous. He has learned the high 
purposes which property may subserve, —and while he loves 
it less than do others, he may value it more. The reason of 
the above petition is immediately subjoined, — 'that I might 
be able to do more for the interests of religion, especially in 
ftrwarding the settlement of ministers.' He l<»iged to see 
the destitute churches around him furnished with pastors. 
And he was willing to do more than exert an influence, as he 
frequently had, to induce ministers to come into the then 
< District of Maine.' It would have gratified his benevdenoe 
to have had the means of contributing largely for their com- 
fortable establishment 

During the year, aside from the social £ast8 already mei^ 
tioned, he met once with the church in N. Sharon, and cmoe 
with the church in Weld, for fasting and prayerl The object 
of these meetings, more especially the latter, was to entreat 
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the gift of a pastor. Of a lecture following the latter, he 
says, ^ £njojed a solemn time, especially in the first prayer. 
Think I never got a more solemn nearness to God in my life. 
Think I exercised some J&dth for the settlement of a minister 
here.' He also observed one day of private listing and prayer. 
The years 1809-10 appear to have been of onconunon in- 
terest to many churches. Beside the revivals already men- 
tioned in many towns on the Sandy river, he speaks of one 
in Winthrop, another in Bath, and some special attention in 
Portland and Cape Elizabeth. In the latter <^* these years, 
he had the pleasure of bapti2dng Daniel Campbell, Esq, then 
a lawyer at Readfield Comer, who had recently given inter- 
esting evidence of piety, and who subsequently became an 
interestiag imd useful minister of the GrospeL* 

In the former part of 1811, he labored in destitute towns 
in the counties of Somerset, Kennebeck, Lincoln, and Walda 
■About the middle of March, he went eastward, and spent a 
few weeks on the Penobscot As he went, he spent a Salii- 
bath in Waldoboro', preaching to the German church, whose 
pastor, Bev. Mr. Bitz, had recently died. In the evening, he 
gave a lecture in the village to a full and attentive assembly. 
This lecture was peculiarly blessed. A number were im- 
pressed ; with whom, as they lingered after meeting, he en- 
joyed a solemn season in conversation and prayer. The work 
went on, — and when he finished his missionary journal for 
the year, in May, he said : < God was pleased to bless my 
visit to WaJdoboro', in March last, to the conversion of several 
souls. The last meeting which I held there, [the lecture 

* This excellent man, in whose conversion he was materially instm- 
mental, after being a pastor for a short time in Kennebnnk, and labor- 
ing a few months in Saratoga and Greenfield, N. Y., was settled in 
Orford, N. H. Here he labored aboat fifteen years, sustaining the pas-* 
tonil relation till a short time previous to his death, which occurred 
October 1, 1849. 
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above referred to,] exhibited one of the most solemn and af- 
fecting scenes I ever witnessed. It proved the beginning <^ 
a reformation*. • The last accounts which I have received, 
state that sixteen persons in that place have obtained a hope 
that they have passed &om death unto life; and that others 
are anxious.' In June he labored there a few weeks ; and a 
number were propounded for admission to the Congregational 
church. The result of this work of grace was a decided im- 
provement in the religious state of the viUage and the town, 
the good effects of which have been felt ever since. 

His journal above referred to states, that for the missionary 
year ending IB May, he had spent thirty weeks in fee senrice 
of the Massachusetts society, during which he had travelled 
nearly two thousand miles ; preached two hundred and fiBy* 
six times, [being eight and a half times every week;] visited 
two hundred and thirty-six famihes, and performed various 
other labors. This year he also labored a few weeks under 
the patronage of the Maine Missionary Society, — whose an- 
mversaiy he attended at Portland, June 26th. 

During July and August, he labored in the vicinity of his 
residence. The last season, and the present, some special re- 
ligious interest existed in the little neighborhood in which he 
dwelt; and a few youth were hopeful subjects of renewing 
grace. But his prayers in relation to his own &mily, it is 
painful to say, remained yet unanswered. Like the ^father 
of the fidthful,' his &ith was long tried. To die pious reader 
it will doubtless seem strange that it should have been sa 
Before this, when he has witnessed the strugglings of his im- 
portunity, he has doubtless, more than once, thought that he 
was on the eve of receiving the blessing. Why Grod thus 
peculiarly tries the faith of some of his people, he does not 
inform us. But it is a characteristic of true appropriating 
faith, like that oi Jacob, never to yield. Its hold on the 
Divine promises is fixed; and its importunity, instead of being 
checked and diminished by discouragements, increases. So 
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it was (if we can wdl oonceiYe of an iiicreafle)^ in die case 
before us. Hence the foUotnng entries : < Think I had some 
realizing sense of the inexpressible anguish of being etemallj 
separated £rom God's favorable presence; — longed for the 
conversion of mj children.' ' Think I exercised some fiiith 
for my children; in secret^ especially, pleaded to an agony* 
Oh, Lord, with thee I leave my requests.' < At norai, retired 
for prayer ; my whole soul seemed on the stretdi to God for 
the conversion of my diildren.' The writer, who was <mio 
of those for whom this parental solicitude was felt, and who 
often witnessed its gushings, — as he looks back is astonished 
to think how it was, that, under such religious influences, he 
thou^t and felt no more I In view of the painful fact before 
us, it is proper for Asm, with humility and teais^ to say, that 
like the offspring of Abraham, the children were unworthy 
of their parentage. He would not, however, have this r&* 
mark understood as implying any reproach upon religion or 
religious training by insinuating any deviation in them firom 
strict outward morality and respectability. It is used only of 
their religious indifference, and the tardiness with whidi they 
entered and walked in the path of piety which he trod. 

Near the beginning of September, he left for a tour in the 
easterly part of the State. Taking an upper route to Bangor, 
and spending a little time on the Penobscot, he passed from 
Eddington to Mariaville, and thence as &r as New Bruns^ 
wick, passing over the same ground which he had done twice 
or thrice before. In the neighborhood of Sullivan, an exten- 
sive revival had existed, and a Baptist church had been 
gathered of neariy a hundred members. The small C(Higre» 
gational church which had been organized in Sullivan tea 
years previous, was greatly reduced. One member had died; 
two had removed ; four had become Baptists, and only two 
males and two females remained. His visit at this time, af- 
forded it some encouragement He received three to its 
communion, and one more as he returned in December. In 
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VftnhiaH a work of grace liad been in progress under the 
ministry of Bev. Mr. Steele ; and substantial additions had 
been made to the church. On the 23d of November, he ex- 
amined six pers<ms in Bobbinston, preparatory to a public 
profession of religion. At first, he says it was proposed to 
add them to the church then existing at Dennysville ; bat 
on the whole it was thought best to organize them separately. 
On the following day, which was Sabbath, they publicly 
assented to articles of faith and covenant, and were received 
into the fdlowship of the churches as a distinct body. The 
ovdinance of the Lord's Supper was administered to them and 
a number of occasional communicants present, which, he says, 
was the first time of its administration in the place. It was 
a solemn, interesting season. In the formation of this diurch, 
he had the advice and assistance of a Rev. Mr. Abbot, then 
laboring as a missionary in Eastport, who, though not present 
at the examination of the candidates, was present at its 
organization. 

On his return, he descended Chandler's Biver, and visited 
Mispeoky Beach and Beale's Island, which lie between the 
mouthfr^f that and Pleasant Biver. The reader will probably 
recollect his having visited the Island once before. 

Near the beginning of January, 1812, as he passed home- 
ward, he spent a night in Norridgewock. Leaving the place 
he says : < Had such a sense of the situation of the church and 
people in this place, and such desires that God would appear 
fi)r them, and grant them a faithful pastor, that I went on 
sobbing and crying. Sometimes it was difficult to keep my 
bursting heart &om giving utterance to its emotions^ in loud 
cries. Cannot help thinking that God will appear for them 
in his own good time.' 

A month after this, he observed a season of fasting and 
prayer with that church. The following Sabbath, be makes 
a record against himself which involves a principle of some 
importance. <Had a very solemn season last evening in 
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fiunilj prajer. I ihiDk it is not a good symptom in favor of 
my Teligion, th&t for some time past I have enjoyed m<»e 
liberty and enlargement in pnbfic and social prayer than in 
secret It appears to me tliat a trae Christian will have the 
most of his sweet intercoorse with God in private/ That 
religion, the greatest fervency of which is in the presence of 
others, is in danger of consisting more of sympathy and ex- 
citement, than of the deeper and essential elements of love 
and faith. 

During this tour, which occupied him four months, acooxd- 
ing to an agreement with a Christian friend to join hun in the 
exercise, he spent the third Wednesday of every month in 
private fiisting and prayer. The object of this was to spread 
certain important things bef<»re Grod. He had previously 
observed two such seasons during the year, the special object 
of one of whidbi was to entreat God in behalf <^ an uncon* 
verted friend m an anxious and somewhat desponding state 
of mind ;* and that of the other, to ask mercy for (^ new 
drarch in Portland, which was laboring under embarrassment^ 
and which, according to agreement, was to observe the day 
m the same manner. All these were days of comfortable 
nearness to Grod, and earnestness of intercession. 

For a few weeks subsequently to his return, he labored in 
ibe vicinity of his residence. He then left for J^iode Island* 
Passing through Bumford, he found a gentleman past sevenlj 
years of age, who had recently made profession of re%io% 
who ascribed his conversion to his preaching and conversa- 
tion when there, a year previous. Of this, lie says : * God 
can make use of da^^ to open the eyes of the blind.' Visit- 
ing Shelbnme, where he had been between eight and nine 
years before, he found a lady, hopefully a friend of Christy 
who attributed her happy change, under God, to his instru- 
mentality at that time. 

In proceeding to Rhode Island, he passed through Woroes* 

* Mrs. Campbell, wife of Bev. Daniel Campbell. 

17 
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tar and Douglas in Maaaadmaelts. The latter place renuBded 
Inm of former times, nHbiea, 'in December, 1776, (he says,) 
I passed through this town as a soldier to the State of New 
York, and retomed in March, 1777, thirty-dive years ago the 
present month. Little did I then think <^ ever being this 
way in the capacity of a minister of the Gospel, — a soldier 
mider the Lmd Jesus Christ to cany on a war against Satan's 
kingdom. CNi, to be made snccessfbl I ' 

He labored in Rhode Island till near the dose of May, 
trayersing, as he did before, most of the State, fie was 
pained, as previously, by the prevalent lazness of monJ and 
religioas principle and practice, particularly in respect to die 
Sabbath* The first sound which he heard, as he awaked on 
llie fint holy morning a&er entering the State, was that of a 
8aw*mill in (^ration. This, however, ceased before break* 
fittt-time^ On the same day, he saw a man taking a gunning 
excursion, and heard the report of gims. Others he saw 
going to a store for purposes of trade. He speaks of sports, 
soch as gunning and playing ball, as somewhat common. 
And the writer remembers to have heard him say, after 
returning from one of his missions in that State, that he bad 
preached in a meeting-house on the Sabbath, before the doom 
of which boys were enjoying a game of ball all the time of 
service ; and at another, that a man, during tlie same time, 
was carting manure by the place of worship. On another 
occasion, going to meeting Sabbath morning, be saw a man 
yoking his oxen, and invited him to attend public worship. 
The man declined, saying he believed it would be more pto« 
fitable for him to work. God does visit the iniqnity of the 
fiithers upon the diildren ; and when once the sanctity of the 
Sabbath is broken down by a denial of its being a positive 
Divine institution, the floodgates of immorality are opened ; 
and what a deepening, widening, desolating current may rdtt 
down upon posterity, no human foresight can predict 

To Ibese causes of sorrow, there was, however, some relie£ 
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Upon the city of Providence, God was, to some exteat, pouD* 
ing out his Spirit ; and in Scituate, some special attention to 
religion existed. 

Toward the close of Maj, he left, and attended the meel* 
ing of the Missionary Society at Boston on the 26th. He 
had been in the employ of the Society during the year ; and 
reported having visited six hundred and eighteen families ; 
delivered three hundred and seventy-nine sermons, (which is 
fourteen more than one for every day ;) and, in the prosecu* 
tion of his labors, travelled nearly three thousand miles. 

The subsequent part of this year, he devoted to different 
towns in the oountieaof K^mebeek, Oxford, Franklin, Somer* 
set, and Waldo. Some special religious interest existed in a 
number of places ; but especially in Dixfleld. Here, for the 
siae of the place, was quite a powerful work ; and toward the 
dose of the year, he received twelve to the communion of 
the church at one time. 

During this portion of the year, he attended a number of 
ministerial prayer-meetit^ These somewhat resembled oar 
present County Conferences, exceptmg that there was no 
formality in their oi^ganization. Clergymen and laymen 
came together from different places, and spent a season in 
prayer and mutual exhortation; and then enjoyed a sermon. 
Of the origin of these he famishes no accoont. It is not un- 
likely that the thought was suggested by a similar meeting 
which he found in the southern part of Massachusetts, in the 
vicinity of Uxbridge and Douglas, and which he once or twice 
attended while on his last mission in Rhode Island. These 
meetings appear to have been peculiarly solemn and interest- 
ing. The first which he mentions was held at Dixfield, ap!- 
parently near the time of the commencement of the revival 
there, and was blessed as the means of bringing at least <me 
soul into the liberty of the Gospel at the time. Another of 
these meetings was held at Temple, another at Chesterville, 
and another at Dixfield, before the dose of the year. Of a 
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lecture which he preached at the last-mendcHied place the 
' eyening previous to the meeting, he says, < Truly, it was a 
solemn time. Much attention was in the assembly, and many 
were in tears.' And here we may say, of another place where 
he preached all day from 1 Jn. 5 : 10, '^ He that believeth on 
the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth 
not God, hath made him a liar," eta, that though no special 
attention is mentioned as existing there at the time, many 
were in tears, under the force of the truth which he pressed 
upon their consciences. 

No item of intelligence respecting the origin of the Tem- 
perance movement which has so extensively blessed our land 
and other lands, should be regarded as destitute of interest. 
It is cheering to know that eyes which saw the evils of in- 
temperance, and hearts which mourned over them, saw also 
the true and only remedy, and were ready to apply it. And 
the fact, that the purifying leaven, as the genuine result of 
the {Minciples of the Giospel, was working in the minds and 
hearts of good men, and that organizations existed among 
them, and pledges were adopted prior to the popular move* 
m^nt, is an illustration of the truth uttered by the Great Head 
of the Church, when he said of his followers, ^ Ye are the saix 
of the earth." 

It is probably not generally known, that ministers of the 
Gospel, to a considerable extent, began to move upon the 
subject as early as the year now before us. In accordance 
with movements in < several' other ' associations,' that to which 
the subject of this memoir belonged, in October adopted the 
following as their rule : * That we will ourselves, and in our 
families, abstain from the use of strong drink, except as a 
medicine, and will use our influence to have others renounce 
the practice, and to have it understood that civility does not 
require, and expediency does not permit, the production 
[offering] of it as a part of hospitable entertainment in social 
visits.' Here we see the elements at work which, like a 
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pnnfying fire, kindled and spread throagh thiB and othef 
countries, burning out 9S it went tie pollutionfl cd mtemper* 
ance. 

It maj not be amiss here to btroduce an ilhisti^on iyr two 
6t the ease with which the subject d these remai^ adapted 
hmiself to circumstances. In prayer, he was always remai^-» 
af^ ^r seizing on incidents, and weavmg them into petitions 
or arguments ; or presenting, with ease, appropriateness, and 
effect, the cases of persons to whom &ey referred. This wai9 
not kss a natural than an acquired talent And this power 
of adaptation was scarcely less in sermonizing than in prayer. 
A sudden occurrence would sometimes entirely change the 
subject on which he was about to speak ; or give a new turn 
to a discourse already in Ms mind; or furnish a striking 
i&ustration; or give rise to an impressive train of remarks; 
even when there seemed no time or place fcM* an alteraticoi. 
This not only secured to him increased attention, but often 
gave him a power over the oonsdences and hearts of his 
hearers which he could not otherwise have possessed. The 
mstances here given, as occurring in the present period of hte 
history do not, indeed, so much illustrate this last remark as 
(me or more which wiH be subsequenUy introduced. They 
show in general his readiness in this respect ; and the interest 
which some of his hearers must have felt in his discourses ; 
and their immediate efiectiveness to some extent ; and the 
&ct that the truths he uttered were so associated, in some 
minds at least, as not easily to be forgotten. It was Sabbath 
morning ; and he was just about to ocmimenoe public worship. 
A pious friend informed him of the death of a broths of his 
wife at the West, a pious man, and requested public prayer. 
Dropping the subject he had in mind, he commenced the 
services, and rose and announced his text, John 11 ; 23, **Thy 
lather shall rise again.*^ With much freedom, solemnity, 
and tenderness, he dwelt on the fkct, and the reasons of it, 
that saints must die ; and then upon the restmreetion ; aikd 

17* 
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SO one can doobt that Ghristiaiui in general were edified, and 
the afflicted sister in particular was comforted. At an even- 
ing lecture, having before him two couples who had been 
married in the course of the afternoon, he took the passage. 
Matt 24: 38, 39, ^ For as it was in the days that were before 
the flood, thej were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage," etc At the dose, he ^oforced his subject par- 
ticularly upon the nuptial pairs ; and the joy oi their new 
relation was sealed by tears of serious thought, which it is 
hoped was not without profit to their souls. Two pf them not 
long after became h<^fully pious. 

An interview which he had with a j^niversalist is not in- 
apposite to the point before us. The man maintained that 
the immortal spirit came from Grod, and did not sin ; that 
the earthly part only sinned ; and that these were separated 
at death, which was the final separation between the right- 
eous and the wicked. ^ I asked him what need there was ci a 
Saviour for the innocent part of man, which was the only 
part saved. He replied, Because it was shun by the law, 
and must be made alive by Christ. I asked what law God 
ever made to slay an innocent being or thing. He appeared 
confounded when I pressed him with the fact that his plan 
admitted of no Saviour, — that the sinless part of man could 
not be relieved by an atonement from a cond^nnatioix it was 
never under ; and as the earthly part went to the dust and 
perished, and was not saved, that needed no Saviour.' 

During this^ year, the aforementioned agreement with a 
Christian brother for a monthly private fast was observed* 
On one of these occasions he says, * Felt much for my wife and 
children. My heart was ready to melt and break for thenu 
Oh ! when will God in mercy appear for them ? What is it 
prevents thy mercy, O Lord ? * At another time not fiir firom 
this, he says : < In an uncommon frame this morning in fiunUy 
prayer. My soul seemed to melt within me for the conver- 
sion of my children and others.' And the remark which 
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follaws showd how highly he valued such interviews with 
God : * Blessed, blessed be God for this season ! ' The next 
Sabbath evening, he held a kind of femilj conference, and 
conversed with each of his children respecting their souls. 
And it may not be amiss here to add, that he sometimes 
turned the signification of their names into petitions in their 
behalf in family prayer ; and at others, made use of thoughts 
suggested by the characters of those whose names they bore. 

This year, while the church at Bloomiield was deprived 
of its pastor by dismission, he enjoyed the satisfaction of see* 
ing his brother-in-law, Henry Sewall, ordained at Hebron on 
the seventh of October ; Rev. Mr. EUingwood ordained at 
Bath on the fourth of November ; and on the seventeenth of 
the latter month, a small Congregational Church gathered in 
Pittston, and Rev. Daniel Kendrick placed over it in the 
ministry. 

At the end of the year, he says : < So closes another year. 
Thousands and thousands, since its commencement, have gone 
to the eternal world. Vast numbers have been cut off in 
European wars, and some in this country ; * and multitudes 
huve died by other means. Many, no doubt, are now in. 
heaven praising God. An eternal end is put to all their 
trials ; and they are joining the songsKif angels and seraphim 
around the throne. 

** Oh, happy state I oh, blest abode 1 
To dwell so near their Saviour God 1 " 

< Numbers also are groaning in darkness and misery. AU 
their fancied joys and antidpated pleasures have forever fled ; 
and not another proposal of mercy is to be made them ! 

" And yet thou lengthenest out my thread ; 
And yet my moments run." 

< How many have been my sins the past year ; and how 
many mercies have I enjoyed ! And, oh, how Httle have I 

* This year, war had been declared against England. 
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done fer God! Were it not fat the predoas blood of CSirist, 
I could have no hope. Daily sms need dafly abeohition ; and 
ivhat a prfvil^e it is that sndi a Ibontain is opened fer the 
hoose of David and the inhabitants of Jerualem to waA in 
from sin and nndeauness ! God will get to himself ^ry in 
the plan of redemption and its effects among creatures ; and 
1^ if I am one of his dnldrrai, shall be Messed in beh^^cBug it 
Mvf that be mj hapfMneas in that world 'vdiere 

** Yean of long salyatioii roll, 
And gloTf never dies." ' 

Toward die dose of January, 1813, he left for a diird 
flBssum in Rhode Island. As he passed on to I^ field c/t 
labor, he noted a few things <^ interest In Wells, an inter* 
CBting revival had existed under the nunistrj of Bev. Mr. 
White, who was ordained there the June {msvioos. Some 
Meen had been added to the dinrch ; and about twentj more 
were hopeful subjects of renewing grace. Many tears were 
shed during a lecture whidi he preadbed in Hie westerly 
part of the town. And it would socti that some thonghtfcd- 
Bess existed ia York; for, at a Monday evemng lecture m 
tiie first parish where he had preached the previous day, he 
WHS surprised to see the number cdlected, and was told that 
some came seven milea; and tfai^ though the travelling' 
was very bad. In Haverhill, a work of grace existed. More 
than sixty had indulged hope ; and the attention continued. 

He reached Rhode Island in February, and entered the 
eastern part of the State. Here he found some things en- 
ccMiagii^. In Little Gompton, a revival was in progress 
A number had indulged hopOy and others were anxious. 
Here he enjc^ed some sdemn seasons. Most of his labor in 
this part of the State, however, appears to have been bestowed 
OB Tiverton. Here, beside lectures^ he preadied a number 
of Sabbaths, and observed a season of social fasting and prayer 
for an out-pouring of the Spirit, particularly on that place. 
Another minister^ and a number of persons femi Little 
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Comptoiiy were present ; and the day was fne of solenmifr^ 
and iaterest. 

Toward the dose of March, he passed through Bristol and 
Providence to the upper and western parts of the State. In 
Bristol, a special work of saving mercy existed ; and nearly 
ninety had been added to the church. In Cumberland, where 
he spent the first Sabbath in April, a state of things not so 
agreeable existed. In the forenoon, few attended; and 
< scarcely Christians enough to say, " We.** ' In the after- 
noon, many more attended ; and he enjoyed a good degree of 
freedom and tenderness in addressing them. But after meet- 
ing, his heart almost sunk within him to see the people ap- 
pearing as if they had listened to nothing which was soLeamj 
or. which should interest them. 

In the western part of the State, he labored, till near the 
dose of May. In East Greenwich, some special religions 
interest existed ; and, in several points, the state of things had 
improved since his last visit to the place. Here he visited 
the jail, and conversed and prayed with the prisoners, some 
of whom wept He also visited and prayed with the Indian 
school at Charlestown. During his mission here, he attended 
the State Fast in Massachusetts, at Behoboth, April Sth; 
and that of Connecticut, at Stonington, on the 16th. He 
also iR'eached before B. L Missionary Sodety, at Newport, 
on the 4th of May. He spoke from Num. 14 : 21, ^ But as 
truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of 
the Lord." This was a sudden effort, being called upon in 
consequence of the failure of the appointed preachers^ But 
his auditory appear to have been interested ; and a larger 
collection than usual was taken up. At EjUingly, Conn., he 
attended a meeting of the Windham Ministerial Assodation. 
Having preached in one parish the evening before, where 
some special interest existed, he was requested to preach in 
the other, where the meeting was held. Here he experienced 
what he regarded aa a Divine rebuke. ' Felt well, (he says,) 
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in the fint pnif^. But aft^ introdadng my subject, God 
withdrew. Was not mucii troabled for words or UlustnitkHis ; 
but a anlftmn^ tender sense of things was wanting/ This 
pained him much afterward ; and on reflecti<m, he thought he 
diaoovered the cause to be, an undue desire to appear weSl 
before his brethren in the ministry. But he submitted to the 
xebuke, and said, ^ O Lord, thou art righteous ; ' and prajed 
for grace to sanctifj such trials, and make liim more watdifal 
against his spiritual foes. Pride he regarded as one of his 
worst enemies; and at another time, having had speeial adsist- 
ance on the Sabbath, and being ashamed for a comparalavelj 
lifeless peiformance on Mondaj evening, he thus laments it 
on the following ra<»iiing : * Up fnnettj early; got some relief 
in prayer. My {Mx>ud heart, I find, causes almost all my 
trouble. When God graciously assists me, I am apt to 
become self-confident ; and then when he withholds for my 
humbling, my proud heart finds fault that I am not honored 
before the people I' And then hk honest exposure of the 
tans of his heart appears m the subjcnned expression of fear 
that this gave him more pain than the thought of having dis* 
pieased God. And he cries out, ^ Oh, that I might be puri- 
fied! When shall it once be?' At times, however, he 
derived comfort from ibe very feelings consequent upon the 
foct of Divine withdrawment ; for when, on another occasion, 
he was mourning over a somewhat barren Sabbath which he 
had passed, he adds, ' I think I must regard it as an evidence 
ei the genuineness of my piety, that I am contented with no 
duty, unless Grod is in it.' And to have Grod in a duty, was 
to have a solemn, interested state of feeling. 

An instance of the effects of intemperance which he gives, 
famishes an illustration of the destructive nature of that vice, 
too appalling and admonitory to be omitted. The facts seem 
almost too dreadful to be believed ; and yet he visited, con- 
versed and prayed with the fomiiy, — and has given us the 
name. The widowed mother he hoped was pious. A son,-* 
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then between fcxij and M7,— twelve yean before, in a Al 
of insanUj oceasioned bj drinking, dag oat both his ejes with 
a nail ! He vindioated himself (as Mr. 8. was told), hj saj- 
log that his eyes offended him; and he obeyed the command, 
which reqiuied him iophick Ihun out! He had a wife and 
e^dren ; but his wife obtained divwee, and was ^married to 
89other man." He hved with his aged mother, and made 
baskets. A yoonger son, a few years previoas to the aocomity 
in a similar fit ftom the same cause, murdered his father« 
Living in a camp by himsetf, his &th^ called to see him on 
business, when he dashed out his brains with a stone-hammer. 
He then drew him to the fire, which had nearly eonsomed Ida 
head^ when the act was discovered. He was imprisoned in 
mxa, but on the plea of insanity was not sentenced. Another 
son, having a wife and fiunily, and oceupjring a part of hia 
mother's house, by the same vice had reduced himself to 
poverty. That widow's cup, surely, had often been filled with 
agonizing ingredi^ts. 

Some things which have been noticed respecting the state 
of morab and religion in Bhode Island must be painful to the 
reader. He has however observed that s<Hne improvement 
is spoken (^ as having taken place between i^<b visits of our 
missionary; and it is cheering to know that that improvement 
has since progressed. A Coi^regational clergyman, who has 
labored in that State for sixteen years, and is well acquainted 
in some (^ the other Ne^ England States, after speaking of 
the comparative superiority of Bhode Island in wealth and 
manu&cturing interests, and of their common-school system 
as one of the most perfect and efficient in the country, and 
of the excellency of their higher institutions of learning, 
adds : < As it regards religion and churches, we are prepared, 
by long and intimate acquaintance, to bear equally honorable 
testimony. Church organizations, and church edifices are 
abundant. When that devoted man, Bev. Jotham Sewall, 
preached in South Kingston, there was probably not more 
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than one or two houses of worship in the town. Now there are 
ten. The style of church-orchitectaie is generally neat, and 
in manj instances, of great costliness.' He admits, that in 
the western part of the State, particularly, there has been 
much Sabbath desecration, as the result, in part, ci a difierence 
in opinion and practice respecting the observance of the first 
or seventh day of the week as holy time ; but he gives it as 
his decided opinion that < there is as much intelligence, refine* 
ment, and piety in that most beautiM of all the eastern 
Stittes, as in the most favored portions of the country of equal 
extent and population.' In the cause of temperance, too, he 
regards that State as among the foremost in the Union. 



CHAPTER VI. 

DEATH OF A SON. — TABIOUS LABOBS. — LETTEB OP DB. AN- 

DEBSON. COBBESPONDENCE. MISSION IN NEW HAMF* 

SHIBE. BEVIVAL IN CHESTEBYILLE. INSTALLED 

THEBE. 

Closino his mission in Rhode Island, he attended the usiud 
anniversaries in Boston. The abstract of his journal, which 
states that he preached three hundred and sixty-four timesr 
and visited four hundred and fifly-'nine families, etc, < sinoe* 
last Election,' implies that he was in the employ of the Mas- 
sachusetts Missionary Society during the year. 

His appointment, to labor under the patronage of the So* 
ctety, was renewed, and ext^aded through the ensuing mis- 
sionary year. The field assigned him was Kennebeck and 
Somerset counties, in Maine ; * and these then induded the 
inhabited part of what is now the county of Franklin. And 
it is probable the bestowment of some labor in destitute towns 
bordering on these counties was not regarded as a breach of 
his instructions. The labor assigned him he entered on- and 
perfonned with his customary energy, diligence and zeal ; and 
it is only needful to notice whatever of peculiar interest 
occurred. 

In North Augusta, and Norridgewock, some special attai- 
tkm to religion existed. As the fruits of the revival in Dix- 
field, already mentioned, he admitted five more to the 
fellowship of that church. A similar work in the vicinity of 
Bingham, added considerably to the previous amount of piety 
there ; and he received eleven members to the churdi. 

* See Panop. and Miss. Mag., July, 1814. 
18 
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In tbe antnmn of 1818, he was called to Tislt GnUdliall 
and Windsar, in Yennont} <m an in^KMrtant eedesiastiie&l 
eoandl to examine and a^nst some things pertaining to a 
candidate for the ministry who expected to become settled in 
Maine. And on this jotinieyy we see the disposition mani- 
festedy which we hare all al<mg observed, of endeavoring to 
be about his Master's business? Beligious conversation he 
carried everywhere, endeavoring to instruct and benefit aU 
into whose society he felL Lectures were preached wherever 
the opportunity could be found. He visited and prayed with 
a number of sick persons ; and, while at Windsor, preached 
ii the State Prison. 

Daring this joomey, he seems to have somewhat nanowif 
•scaped smous injury. In crosnng a bridge, his horse broke 
through a plank, and tlurew him over her head ; but a kkd 
Providence preserved him from material harm. It not unfiie* 
quently occurs, that those who are almost conslanlly upok tfaa 
voad, and those especially wlo pias, as be did, the most diffi- 
eoH and loogh ways between »ew setdements, meet with h»* 
sidents both sarioos aad hnmorons. Sooae time before tfaii^ 
m tiltTelfing one of these new roads in Maine, his hone, 
tatdiing a foot between two roots in a shwigh, floimdered, and 
preoq»itated him iato the same aoire with hersel£ He re» 
craved no inJBiy^ howwer^^* except an unpleasant acenaMh 
lition, from which it recfBored some labor to be freed. ' 

In hisdiifereBt jo«meyB,«B in the one he unexpectedly took 
lMx> Yermoat, it sometimes ooeuned that daty required hiiai 
to be on the road at the time of the stipulated monfldy las^ * 
wfaic^ he stjfi obaerved. And nost would cf course suppose, 
that at sttdi tones he ne|^ecfted it But this would not have 
been ia aooordaiioe with his character. He loved commnaion 
with Gk)d on audi ooeasions too well to lay it aside. And ha 
valued the aasfetaace of a Cihiistian brother's prayen toe 
highly to leave him alone at the Xhrone of grace. Whon 
obliged to journey on those days, he would abstain from food, 
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^ailkeit yertUfy or entirel jy waA medtttate oa aj^r^inaate mb^ 
jectsy — and pause, some fimr or five times, and retire to a ocox- 
venient sedusicHi &r piay^. And if a Cbruttian brother waa 
travelHBg witiifc him, aa in the joamey above alluded to, in?- 
stead of oeglectiiig it on that aeoount, he would enlist bim in 
ks observance. 

No neglei^ oi duty sat easy on his ocHiscience. It ai^ed, 
at least, a carelessness, or sluggishness or foi^tfulness, which 
grieved him* The reader will recollect that, near the com* 
meucement of the volume, he stated that, according to his best 
reooilecti(m,.he had not neglected secret prayer, for a day, 
from the time (tf beguming the practice to that of penning 
Hie remark, — a period of about seventy-seven years* But 
tiuKigh he ne^ected it not for a day, we have found four in- 
atances, reckoning to the present time, in which he omitted it, 
» feared that he haid^ either Bioniing or evening. One of 
these, under quite pecuito circumstances, oocunred in th« 
jear we are now reviewing. An extract from his diary ex- 
hibits the &ct, and shows ua how he felt about it 'Awoke 
m the night, and by refieeting I found that, through foigetfiii- 
Bess, I neglected secret prayer last evening. I was filled with 
ahame. Boae early,aBdrQtiredand besought God'sfoigiveness. 
If my affections were placed on God as they ought to be, how 
eould I forget to pray to him? I don't foi^ to eat, because 
I crave food* Oh, rather let my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth, than that I should forget Qod or Zion.' 

His love to Zion appears in another record woifthy of no- 
tice. The cause of religion in his native place, for many 
years, had greatly declined* In June he heard of an unhappy 
event in the place, which greatly affected him ; and he thus, 
laments : 'Oh, my poor, native place ! what shall be done for 
thee? J£ father Moody was to rise finom the dead, what 
would he find in York ? Alas I not auch a state of thing? as 
he described to Mr. Whitefield, at his first coming there, when 
he told him he believed he would preach to about two hun- 



908 XKXoim OF [1814. 

dred new creatures.* How is the gM changed; and the 
most fine gold become dim! Oh, that God would restore the 
years that the c^nker-woim hath eaten.' 

In the former part of 1814, the typhus fevar {ffevailed 
with great mortality in many towns <m the Kennebedc and 
Sandy rivers, and their vicinity. It assumed a malignant 
form ; and in many instances accomplished its fatal work in 
a few days, and in some, (if memory serves,) in a few hours* 
It was a new disease in the region ; and on account of &e 
rapidity and dread^ilness of its work, it was sometimes de- 
nominated < The Gold Plague.' In some instances, it swept 
through whole neighborhoods and towns, laying numbers in a 
sudden grave, covering the entire populaticm with mourning 
filling the minds of many with melanchdy finrebodings, and 
seeming to invest nature itself with a fearful g^jom. At thd 
beginning of its appearance, the subject <^ this memoir was 
firom home, and experienced an attack. But by vigoroos 
appliances and the blessing of God, he succeeded in. throwing 
it off. This occasioned him <me silent Sabbath. He had 
spent one in July, 1812, occasioned by ill health. And these 
are the only Sabbaths, since that which occurred in Warren 
a few years ago, in whidi he had not {reached once or more. 
He so &r recovered as to reach home. In a few days, the 
disease appeared hi his own fiunily, knd at one or two other 
points near him. ' But neither himself nor the neighborhood 
apprehended the fearfulness of the calamity which hung over 
them, ifis own family was destined to feel the first shock* 
A daughter of thirteen and a son of eleven were rather mildly 
attacked. Having an appointment for the Sabbath about 
thirty miles distant, he left Friday afternoon to fulfil it The 
children were comfortable, and no occasioB of alarm appeared. 
Not long after he left;, the son became worse. The disease 
attacked the brain; and on Sabbath he was deprived of 

* This probably refers to a great revival under Mr. Moody's minis- 
try, in 1741. See Greenle^f s Eccl. Sketches. 
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reason, and thrown into a state of dreadlbl sufioriiig. Un* 
aware of the paii^l erents under im own roo^ taking a 
number of caUfl and a reqo^sted leetore to a bereaved &iKuI||r 
on his way home, he did not arriye till evening. He then 
set his §[K>t on hie own door^et^ to be told that he had jue^ 
oome in season to see his son die I The shook was dread&l | 
bat the scene presented within was stttl more sa There lay 
an object of a parent's traderest aSeotions, ^ideared to his 
heart by deven interesting yeaes of childhood, deprived of 
reason, in the greatest bodily sofiering, aad aetaally stm^ii^ 
with the king of terrors! Heeonldhavenoaeoesstohismindy 
to acquaint himself with his state, and had no evidence thai^ 
he was prepared fer the fearfol, dedsive event which was 
rapidly approaching. To one whose view of eternal things 
placed them as actual realities be^nre han, and who believed 
€rod*s threatenings as weil as his promises, and who knew 
that reg^eratmg grace was indispensable to the salvation of 
the sold, and whose sensil^ties had heiNi so awake to the 
final state of his children, diis positioa of tlungs was fearful. 
CHmstian friends, indeed, were there, and had been aiding 
Hie fiunily, and w^re ready to aid hmi, by their prayers ; and 
one godly neighbor,* whose spirit in less than a fortni^t 
afterwards, lii)erated fixmi the day tabomade by the same 
disease, winged its way upward, moce than once bent his 
knees in earnest supplication for the Iktle sufferer. But all 
-flns could not afford the relief which the heart of the agonized 
fttherwanted. He tried to flee to his accustomed refuge. 
But it was an hour of dreadful agitation. Waves of unex- 
pected, overwhelming trouble were crushing him ; and it was 
not easy to command that coUeetedness of mind which is 
ftivorable to the exercise of £aith. He r^eatedly emiieavored 
to commit the soul of his dying child to Gk)d. * Bu^ oh, (he 
says,) what agony aad strug^ I had! It made me UtenUy 

« Dea. Simofi Fierce. 
18* 
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ftint and sick.' Still the straggle in the diild, between 
physical powers naturally strong, and the ti§^itening grasp of 
the king of terrors, went on; and it was not till between one 
and two o'clock at night that the messenger of death had 
eonqaered his subject, and borne away his prey. But even 
here, parental feelii^ were not tranquillized. The afflicted 
fether acknowledged God's undoubted right to do with ham 
and his as he pleased; and prayed fw submission. He 
acknowledged God's right to order the dreumttances just as 
he had, even those which were the most painfuL But the 
torn heart of parental affecticm would sometimes swell with 
anguish not easy to be assuaged. And if the intellect saw 
and acknowledged Grod, and the heart in some measure, there 
was not all the soothing and healing influence of a childlike 
trusting faith which is desirable. The occasion required 
more than any previous emergency had demanded. The 
child thus suddenly torn away was one ih)m whom, for the 
sweetness of his disposition and the opening promise of his 
inteHect, parental expectation might have anticipated more 
ihan from any other of his children. And the bereaved 
father was sometimes ready to reflect up<m himself when he 
thought with what ease, as he supposed, the disease might 
probably have been arrested, and the fatal issue prevented, 
by the vigorous appliances which, chiefly at the dictation of 
his own judgment, had rolieved himself. He reproached 
himself also that he had not felt a still deeper interest for the 
welfiire of his soul, and done more to promote it ; and espe- 
cially that he had not embraced the last opportunity, which 
Divine Providence intended he should have, and conversed 
with him before he lefl home. It was an aUeviation, indeed, 
to romember that he had often and fervently prayed for him, 
and sometimes he hoped vrith faith; and that Christian 
friends had been aided to plead with an importunity which 
they believed was heard. Still, the combined force of the 
above oonsideratlons would sometimes raise a storm in the 
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parental heart, which required nothing short of a DiTine 
voice to say to it — " Peace ; be still I " 

Qod sometimes uses <me affliction to dull the pain of another. 
And so it was, to some extent, in the case now before us. His 
neighbors' dwellings furnished no tenants for the grave, till 
another had been carried from under his own roof. In kind- 
ness to him, however, it was not one around whom the dioids 
of his parental affection twined. He had taken an aged 
Christian friend into his fiunily, whose sodety and converse- 
and the help of whose prayers, he had hoped to enjoy. Be- 
fore the eyes of his child were closed in death, that friend was 
attacked ; and, ailer languishmg a few days, expired. Tlus 
bereavement he felt And comparing the previous one to a 
deep incision from a sharp knife, he compared this to a blow 
from a maul on the same spot, by which the sensibility of the 
parts was somewhat diminised. This occurred before die 
next Sabbath. And while the remains of his friend were 
stiU within his walls, a daughter of about seventeen was 
attacked, who narrowly escaped with her life. Some of his 
neighbors also were sick, whose cases required his pastoral 
attention. It is somewhat surprising, that und^ such circum- 
stances, he could command sufficient composure to go forward 
with his ministerial work. But the Sabbath above alluded 
to, he preached from Fs. 77 : 19, << Thy way is in the sea, and 
thy path in the great waters, and thy footsteps are not known ;" 
and from Heb. 9 : 27, ^ It is appointed unto man once to die ; " 
and, in the interest he felt in addressing God's word to others, 
he * almost forgot his own misery.' That evening, however, 
to add to his other afflicdons, the grand adversary took occar 
sion of a feeling of melancholy which spread itself over his 
mind, to assail him with fears that his religion was vain, and 
his hope would prove a delusiim. 

The disease spread and raged through the neighborhood. 
All business, except providing for present necessities, was ex- 
changed for the care of die sick; and for this, scaroely enough 
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vemdbed in heahh. For some iveda, slmort every wdl per- 
son was obfiged to walch two <Hr three times eadi week. The 
arrows of deadi flew thick. From most houses in the ndLgh- 
borfaood, one, and fixmi some, two car three, were home to the 
resting place of the dead. Other towns rinred in the fearfhl 
visitation. Deaths were nmoaerons. And among the rest, 
bodi parents of the lamented missionarj, Mnnaon, of New 
Sharon, fell befcnre the destroyer within a few days of eadi 
other. The subject of this narrative was called upon to at- 
tend the funeral of the last It was Hmrsdaj, March 30th, 
while the epidemic was still at its height. * Truly (he says), 
it seemed a deplorable house. Mr. Mnnaon buried last Sab- 
bath, and his wife to-day ! Four orphan cbfldren are left to 
mourn their loss ; the oldest eighteen years. The youngest 
was taken sick to day.' He preached firom Psahn 27 : 10, 
^ When my father and my mother feisake me, then die Laid 
WiH take me up ;" and he poured out the desires of his filfi 
heart, <ihat God would indeed take up the fiuherless and 
motherless children, and make them his own.* 

The prevalence of the sickness in his own immediate vi^ 
cinity femished lum with abundant emf^yment in ministeiw 
ing to the temporal and spiritual necessities of the afflicted. 
l%is, while it often aflfectingiy reminded him of his own pain* 
Ibl bereavement, so occupied his thoughts as measurably to 
mitigate the anguish of his personal sorcowe. And yet it is 
not strange that, when some memento of his diiid suddenly 
thrust itself before him, «id the very image of his boy, in 
some remembered act or attitude, was pictured to his imagina- 
tion, there should be a rush of parental affection to the riven 
heart, — tearing <^n its wounds afiedi, and causing a gush 
of anguish which defied all attempts to suf^aress it. Nor is 
it strange that, at such times, und^ a bereavement so peci»* 
fiarly trying in some of its features, the feelings of nature 
should be so overpowering as to produce a measure of irre> 
-eDBcaiation to the Divine wifi^ — and he should be ready to 
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iiMiai]^ why, if the bareaTement must ocnne, some of the cir- 
ciUDstanoes of it could not have been differently ordered? 
When such emoticms arose, he labored hard to suppress them, 
• — but the ocmtest was sometimes sharp. He needed nK»« 
grace than was in exercise s^ the moment He regarded the 
OHTection, indeed, as from the hand of his heavenly Father, 
and intended for his good. And hence, immediately upon re- 
ceiving the painful chastisement, we find him saying, < I have 
oi^n prayed of late, that Grod would take any rod in hand, 
however painful, and let not his soul spare for my crying, if 
thereby I may be purged from sin and made more holy ;' and 
he added his (pinion, that in this heavy trial God was proba- 
cy answering his prayer. But these views were sometimes 
obscured ; and it was not till the Spirit made a sweet appli- 
cation of the thought, that his heavenly Father knew whait 
correction he needed, and when and how it must be adminb- 
tared, and that every ingredient must be put into the bitter 
cup to make it produce the desired effect^ that the difficult 
was effectually relieved. Then, the tempter was driven fnna 
tbe field, and he left all in the hands of God, — and his soul 
bowed in unreserved submission to tiie Divine will. 

The dreadful storm at lengtii passed over the place ; leav- 
ing many new-made graves and bleeding hearts ; and he 
made his accustomed annual visit to Boston. He reported 
forty-nine weeks of missionary labor, in which, under the pe- 
culiar circumstances in which he had been placed, he had 
fallen a littie short of one sermon a day for the whole time. 
The number, however, was more than six a week. Soon afler 
his return, he saw the place of the Rev. Mr. Cayford sup- 
plied, at Bloomfield, by the ordination of Rev. Fifield Holt. 
The union.was consummated on the 15th of June. On the 
4th of August, he also assisted in ordaining Rev. Josiah 
Feet, at Norridgewock. The reader will remember the earn- 
est desires of his hearty and tiie fervency with which he often 
prayedythat fiEdthful pastors might be given to tiiese chnrdiefli 
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towhkhliehad so kmg aeted the part of a <* nandiig ftHier.* 
He was now allowed to rejmce in the fidfiknent of his denres 
and requests. 

His labon during this missionary year were prindpaH j 
bestowed upon the region immediately around him. Fiui^ 
Aeld received a greater share than any other one i^ace. Here^ 
OB the 11th of May, 1815, with die assistanee of Bev. Messrs* 
Holt and Feet, he gathered a church of eight members. To 
this churchy in the course of a few months afterward, he 
leoeived a number of members. 

During the latter part of 1814^ by the amount and variety 
of his labors and exposures, he took repeated colds, which, 
with some derangement of the digestive organs, which did 
not readily yield to medical prescriptions, rendered him Ibr 
H time quite ilL He suffered &om a hard and obstinate 
oough, which so aflUcted him that, for a number of ni^its in 
soocesuon, he was obliged to be bolstered up in somewhat of 
an erect position to take his rest This ill turn oocaaoned 
him two silent Sabbaths. As soon as he was able, however^ 
luid even sooner, he gradually resumed his labors; and, 
through the kind hand of his God upon him, regained his 
health and strength. 

A little previous to this, an event occurred whidi showed 
bow careful he was to try to do good where many would have 
scarcely thought ai attempting it. In the war with England, 
which now existed, Castine had been taken, and some depre- 
dations committed on the Penobscot. Alann was felt for the 
contiguous frontier; and the mihtia was suddenly called out 
§Oir its defence. For a short time, a regiment was stationed 
at Hallowell. Coming there in the ordinary discharge of 
duty, he sought out the places where the different companies 
were quartered, and visited and prayed with them. And we 
see here, as everywhere else, his industry and energy, when 
told that four of these visits were made one morning before 
braakfiisl^ and three the next 
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^ On the 8di of November, he was eftlled to preach at the 
fuaexal of the Bev. Samuel Hall, of Eiiiii£»rd. Apprc^niate^ 
ness was one of his happy peculiarides ; and here, as a guicb 
to his thoa^ts, he seized upon the text, ^ And Samuel died; 
apd all the Israetites were gadiered together, and lam^ited 
ham, and buried him." (1 Sam. 25 : 1). And he pajs a joal 
tribute to his memory, by speaking of the success of his brief 
lotnistiy in the enlargement naad estal^lnnent of the diurdi, 
which he found in a feeble and broken state. 

The Congregational church in Chestervilte had embraced 
tbe Congr^ational professors in the neighboring towns of 
Farmingtoii and Wilt(Hi. The existence of a separate organi* 
nation in Farmington was now thought expedient ; and on tibe 
14th of December he was on an ecclesiastical coundl which 
embodied one, of twelve members;— to this church, be£»e 
his misnonary year closed, he recetved seven more. 

Near the beginning of 1815, he made a Mef vish to tte 
iQgion ci the Penobscot But now, his labors here were net 
altogether as necessary as f<Hinerly. Bangor and Brewer had 
^^aeh received a &ithM pastor. In the former of these places, 
he found some special religious interest. At Garland, he faai 
a very solemn meetmg ; many were affected ; and he hoped 
that good would result. 

In the course of the season, some special attention existed 
at New Sharonj and, on the 11th of October he assisted in 
bestowing on the church there, a pastor, — - Bev. Hezekiah 
Hall; — but the connection was Inrief, and not as happy at 
could have been desired. 

His faith and prayer s(HBetime8 reached forward, and 
anticipated blessings of which, at the time, others scarcely 
thought. In the earlier history of the town where he resided, 
he earnestly prayed that the people might be blessed wkh a 
meeting-house. He could not have expected it then. But 
he looked forward, and anticipated the time when tibe popoJa- 
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lion shoald be so increased, and the interests of Zion so modi 
•trengthened, that a temple fyt Jehovah should rise among 
them. This year he saw incipient measores saccessfblly 
adopted ; and, at the commencement of sammer, the frame 
of such a building erected. In a few wed&s, it was coTered, 
and so roughly furnished within as to admit of being used. 
On the sixteenth of July, he there met with the people of 
God for worship. In the forenoon, he preached from Acts 7 : 
49, ^'Heayen is my throne, and the earth is my fbotstooL 
What house will ye buOd me, saith the Lord?" In the 
afternoiMd, in anticipation of the blessings which he hoped 
God would there dispense, he used Isa. 44 : 3, ^1 will pour 
water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground ; 
I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon 
diined&pring." He received two to the churdi, baptizing 
one of them ; and administered the Lord's Supper. And, by 
the peculiar providence which directed that both these ordi* 
nances should be administered the first time the house was 
oaed fi>r worship, he was encouraged in the hope that Grod 
intended there to diffuse the rich blessings of his grace. 

Were Christians always to seize upon those moments when 
llieir hearts are deeply interested for a particular object, to 
bear it before God in prayer, much woald probably be added 
to the amount of eflectual supplication which now ascends. 
By deferring this to their next accustomed season of devotion, 
their fervor often subsides ; and the object, if not forgotten, is 
presented in a comparatively heartless manner. In this respect, 
the subject of these remarks has left us an example worthy 
of iihitation. The evening sacrifice had been laid on the do* 
mestic akar, and his children had retired. He took up an 
address delivered l>efore a society for assisting pious indigent 
young men, who were desirous of obtaining an education for 
the ministry. The writer portrayed the deplorable destitu* 
tion of some portions of the country; and before he had 
finished the perusal, his heart became so full, that he wished 
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*to ftpiead tfae pensbing ooaditiim of moltitodes befere God 
in piayer, while the impresskm lasted.' The matter was 
proposed to his wife ; and thej enjoyed a ^ truly solemn sea- 
0on- in fervent supplications that pastors and missionaries 
n^ht be raised np, and the destitute fumished with the 
means of gmee, and the Spirit be poured upon them from <m 
b]gh« 

* . The mcmthlj fast whidi originated in an agreement with a 
Christian brother continued to be observed, and grew some* 
what into a social exerdse. Others frequentlj united with 
him in it. And these seasons he highly valued and enjoyed. 
They appear quite gen«*a]ly to have been spiritual feasts, for 
winch he was willing to leave almost anything else. On ther 
ooeurrence of one c^ these days iate in the autumn of this 
year, a piece of labor for himself in his former occupation 
was on hand, ^r which the pleasantness of the weather was 
fiivorable, and which, from the lateness <xf the season, it was 
somewhat hazardous to neglect Under such circumstances, 
most would probably have felt justified in omitting the r^g* 
ious observance, if not required thus to da But he left the 
worid and united with his brothers and sisters in the Lord in 
&gting and prayer. < It was a fine day, (he says,) to have 
dcme the work ; but it was not too fine to devote to His im« 
mediate service who made it' And he appears to have 
possessed fiur more enjoyment in spreading before God the 
objects for which the meeting was held, than he would in the 
successful pursuit of any worldly object 

Soon after this, he spent one day of ftisting and pray^ with 
the church in Weld, and another with the church in New 
l^aron. Of the latter he says : ^ Toward its dose, the meet« 
ing was peculiarly solemn. Never, that I recollect, did I. 
possess stronger desires in prayer for the cause of God and 
the salvation of souls here.' 

By a remark which he makes at the close of 1816, that 
year appears to have been marked by an uncommon out- 
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pouring of tbe Spirit opoa many places. Near ite eonunenceo 
menty he was fiivored with an mcrease ef the Spirit of pvajer. 
Of a prajer-meetang whidb he attended, we find him saying : 
* Felt my desires mnch drawn oat for a levival in this places 
[GhesterriDe]. Experienced micommon enkiigement and 
solemnity in prayer. It seemed as if God woold certainlj' 
hear and answer.' SimiUu* feelings are also expressed in 
relation to the priyate devotions of the evening and the snV- 
sequent morning. 

In January he visited W^d, where some special attentioa 
existed. While passing a forest of some miles, through whid^ 
the road lay, he longed that God woold .renew hia commis- 
sion, and give him some success, 'notwithstanding (to nae 
his own language) my dreadful sinfolness.' On the foUow- 
hig Sabbath, (as he found by conversii^ with a number who 
tarried afier a Monday evening lecture,) one or two wete 
awakened by the truths he {absented. In March he vidted 
ibe place again. The good work had progressed; and a 
number were indulging hope of having passed fkt»n death 
onto life. Here, in a ccmference meeting, his soul was modi 
drawn out in prayer,that Grod would perform in the plaea 
more ndractes of saving merc^. And as Abraham, when the 
promise of Isaac was last rraewed, said : ** Oh, that Ishmael 
might live before thee;" so the blessing here bestowed, 
turned his thoughts to the j^ace of his resid^ce, and he en* 
treated that a visit of grace might there be made. And of 
this he says : < I do not think my feelings were ever more 
powerfully afibcted, or my soul more drawn out to God dian 
at this time*' And he adds : < Oh, to be kept humble, and 
made thankful.' Many firmn different places were cutting 
logs hi the extensive pine forests in that region. Not content 
to do what he could for others, he visited these, collected what 
he could in one of their camps, and uiged on their attention 
ike great truths of the Gospel. 

More or less oi religious interest began to appear in dif- 
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ferent pkces, and pxobAUjy (judging fixwn the reauak fJ^ 
ready noticed) in maaj which he doea not name, as his obs^- 
▼ations are generally confined to those in which he happened 
to be. He wrote not for the sake of composing a history ; 
and the &cts of this kind which we glean from his diary are 
thrown in as incidental remarks. Of an eyening lecture at 
Bloomfield, where he spent a Sabbath by exchange, he speaks 
of many in the congregaticm, which was composed mostly of 
youth, as being in tears. Visiting Bath in March, after a 
solemn season at a lecture, he says : < An unusual attention 
to religion exists here* It is supposed that as many as forty 
have obtained hope, and aa many more are under concern/ 
Li Gorham, also, and Durham, he subsequently speaks of 
Qiedal religions interest 

In Brunswick the spirit began to descend in the spring, or 
the early part of summer. The church was now destitute of 
a pastor. Here, and in the towns adjoining, he labored nearly 
all the time from the middle of August till the middle of 
December. On entering this field, and casting his eye over 
it, he saw that much was required to be done, and he ardently 
desired to be an instrument of good, but he felt his entire 
msui&ciency to accomplish any thing without Grod. And it 
18 not unlikely, that, contrasting his want of education with 
the fact that a principal seat of learning was here, he was 
more oppressed with a sense of his unfitness to be useful 
than he would haye been in a dif^rent place. It was owing 
to the strength of the emotions produced by these circum- 
stances that we find him, a few days ailer he came to the 
place, awaking in the night, and sp^iding some time, in his 
bed and out of it, pouring out tears and supplications to God 
in behalf of his cause there, and entreating to be made an 
instrument of good to souls in any way that God pleased* 
* if it was only as Christ used the ass on which he rode into 
Jerusalem/ 

His labors hexe^ aa might be expected, were abundant 
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He put In the sickle with his ini|^^ as one who saw the fields 
befive him white and ready fi>r the harvest. Lecturing at 
difierent points in the town and immediate vieinitj, visiting^ 
conversing, and attending conferences and inqniij meetings^ 
occupied ahnost his entire time. In these labors, he appears 
to hare enjoyed much Divine assistance; and, without dooh^ 
many souls were benefited. The record of a Sabbath may 
be gratifying to the reader: ' A solemn time in morning de- 
votions. Preached in the forenoon. from Isa. 27: 13 ; and in 
the afternoon fnmi Matt 13 : 58; and truly the seasons were 
solemn, espedally the latter. Know not that I ever felt more 
sensibly for immortal souls. Preached in the evening fronn 
Luke 4 : 42. [^ And they came unto him, and stayed him, 
that he should not depart fixxn them ; "] and that also was a 
boIctbqq season. ^ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and foiget not 
all his benefits." Oh, that good may be done. But I leave 
it with God.' 

Speaai religious interest b^;an to appear in the College; 
and, on the twenty-ninth of Ac^ust, he unexpectedly received 
a written request signed by nearly tiiirty of the stud^its, to 
preach to them the next Saturday evening. This he did, and 
^ felt for them exceedingly.' After the lecture, a few tarried, 
with whom he conversed, and speaks of two of them as 
deeply anxious. After this, he held occasional meetings with 
the students, sometimes preaching or expounding, and some- 
times conducting meetings for prayer. A few, he visited, 
conversed and prayed with, in their rooms. A letter fixHn 
Dr. Anderson, of Boston, to the writer, happily illustrates 
the nature of his infiuence upon the students at this time. 
The Dr. says : 

« MissiONABY House, Boston, \ 
June 2, 1852. j 

" My recollections of your honored father extend back to 
my childhood. But my personal relatiims to him oxnmenced 
in the revival of religion, that was so great a blessing to Bow* 
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dbin Cdlege in fhe year 1816. It was &ea that myBdf and 
a brother next younger than myself hoped we were brought^ 
into the Kingdom of Christ I am not able to speak <^ his 
intercourse with others individually at that time, but with me 
it was considerable, and of a nature to awaken love and grat- 
itude which time can never abate. The revival commenced 
near the close of the summer term, but I doubt if any saving 
results appeared be&re commencement; and our excellent 
President, Dr. Appleton, and your father, naturally had strong 
fears as to the result of the vacation. These fears were 
shared by many, and special prayer for the college was offered 
in Brunswick and the adjacent towns. The prayers were 
answered. The college reassembled in deeper solemnity 
than when it separated. I well remember my first interview 
with your father, after my return. We met in one of the 
favorite walks in the pine grove, and his first question showed 
that the drift of his solicitude was for the safety of the soul* 
. Not having had. a liberal education, your good fisither fre- 
quently confessed a diffidence, an embarrassment, when ad- 
dressing the students at their private meetings, which we all 
felt was uncalled for. We listened to him with a deference 
bordering on revei-ence ; and I do not recollect ever to have 
heaid a criticism on his preaching. He was, indeed^ educated 
and learned, a very satisfactory teacher and guide, in matters 
relating to the soul and its eternal interests. After the lapse 
of thirty-six years, I recall the subjects of but two of his dis- 
courses. One was from Zech. 2: 4; ^Bun, speak to this 
young man,''--*' a sermon fi^r the students ; and the other from 
£x. 28 : 34 ; <' A golden bell and a pomegranate." The sen- 
timent deduced from this latter text was as well fitted to ar- 
rest attention, as the text itself. It was, that GhristianB 
^ould have as much fruit, as sound. 

With what delight do I look hai6k upon the labors of that 
holy man, in connection with those of our admirable Presi- 
dent, in that most important revival, at the close of which 
more than half of my class and one third of the college stu- 
dents were hopefiilly pious ! He was then in the height of 
his eminently oonsecarated powers ; and in prayer, he seemed 
to have a rare nearness of access to the mercy seat. His 
intercessions were often exceedingly touching, and his ap- 
peals to the conscience and heart were overpowering. The 
angelic Payson, whom I repeatedly heard preach in those 
daysy had a more bxilHaat &iicy and a lofller fl%bt of the 
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ima^adon, bat be liad not sucb mastery of die oonsdene^ 
as your Neither seemed then to have. 

Oocasionally, but less frequ^itly than I desired, I had the 
pleasure of your father as a guest, even down to a late period 
of his earthlv sojourn. He greatly interested all the mem- 
bers of my ramily ; nor will they soon forget his veneraUe 
form, his large pr^het^s staff, and his ii^veiit prayers and 
hallowed conversation. We shall not soon see his like again ; 
but it will surely add to the blessmgs of the social state in 
heaven, that we shall again meet him there." 



CORBESPOin>ENCB. 

The writer has not been able to recover much of his cor- 
respondence. The letters which follow show his feitMulness 
with anxious persons, and with those who be^ to hope. A 
few specimens, however, are not to be regarded as a sample 
of what he would say to those whose circumstances he might 
regard as different A shower of mercy at this dme appears 
to have been descending on the chqrch and society at Kenne* 
bunk ; and he had heard that two of the daughters of his 
brother Daniel had recently indulged hope, and that another 
was anxious. To the latter, he writes : — 

< The infi>rmation received from you has brought to my 
mind that text, " Without hope and toithaut €hd in the world f* 
which is the case with all unregenerate persons. Though all 
have a hope of some kind, none have that hope which maketh 
not ashamed, until they are renewed in the temper of their 
minds, — because the love of God is not shed abroad in the 
heart hy the Holy Ghost. "The carnal mind is enmity against 
Grod ; is not subject to the law of Gk)d, neither indeed can 
be.'' A discovery of this truth is very important If one 
does not learn that his heart is "desperately wicked — de- 
ceitful above all things,*' there can be no just appreciation of 
Christ One may have pretty clear speculative views of the 
doctrines of the Gospel, and perhaps even love them, — as 
the demonstrati<m of a mathematical theorem is loved,-*witii- 
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out feeliog InteraBled in them. Bat when one reaMises that 
he is totally d^raved ; and God's law oondemnB &r the least 
{ulure, even a sin of thought ; and that there is no remedj 
but in Christ, — and he has no hearts to embrace him as the 
end of the law, and that God only can make the heart wil* 
ytogy and that he can do nothing to laj Grod under the leart 
obligation to change his heart, what dreadful enmity arises 
iagainst God I what torture Qf mind ! what anguish ! If this 
is your oonditioni I pity you. I know what it is by painfid 
experi^ce. How true was Young, when he said : — 

' The keen vibrations of bright truth in hell ! ' 

But without such bitter experience, one would not heartOy 
believe he was so bad ; and so would not feel his need of Christ. 

^ Again; when the heart is filled with unreserved submission 
to the sovereignty of God ; when Christ i^pears lovely, and 
the consistency of the way of pardon through his merits is 
biought out to the view, and the fulness of that pardon is real- 
ized ; then one believes with the hearty and the truths which once 
excited enmity i^pear consistent and pleasing. The way ci 
salvaticm then appears glorious, and one seems to be in a new 
world. The Bible appears new^ and a love is exercised to- 
Ward the children of God which was never felt beftNre. Oh, 
that God, who is infinite in mercy, would appear 6ff you, slay 
the enmity of your heart, and take away the heart of stone ; 
and give a heart of flesh, that you may rejoice with your sis- 
ters, and other Christians, and that one may not be taken and 
another lefi;.' 

This letter was calculated to inspire the feeling that she 
was at the mercy of Him whom she had offended ; and what 
influence it had in producing the happy result, we know not. 
But a short time after, she appeared to have written him in a 
very happy state of mind ; and he replied in a strain calcu- 
lated to produce humility, and excite gratitude and watch- 
fiihiesi. 
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'Too flftjy ^ You may be surprised to httat me eacpress m 
much happiness, withoiU doubts and fean,*' etc True ; boft 
it was an agreeable surprise. ^ Will Qod indeed dwell on 
the earth? Behcdd, the heaven and the heaven of heaviens 
cannot contain thee,^ said the wisest of men, at the dedicafeioii 
of the Temple. What then shall poor dust and ashes s«f , 
when the High and Loftj One, who inhabiteth eternily, can* 
descends to make a triumphal entry into a broken heart? 
Can infinite purity dwell with unspeakable impurity ? WiH 
he who fills immensity take up his abode in a humUe heart? 
Will he say, " Here will I dwell ; this shall be my rest forw 
ever ? " " For, (saith Paul to the Corinthians,) ye are the 
temple of the Uving God ; as Grod hath said, I will dwell in 
them and walk in them $ and I will be their Crod, and thej 
$kaU he toji peopUJ* How careful then should Ghristiaas be 
not to g^eve away the indwdUng JUqfes^ / << Christ m ^ftm 
ihe hope of glory." ^ Know ye not that Christ Jesus is in 
jfouf* <I beseech you, therefore, that you present your 
body a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
teasooaUe service. And be not conformed to this world; 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that yoo 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will 
of God; and think not more highly of yourself than you 
ought to think; but think soberly, according as God hath 
dealt to you the measure of fidth.' You say, ' I don't expect 
to feel so happy always*' You doubtless recollect what Dr« 
Watts says: — 

* When my foigetfnl soul renews 

The saTor of thy grace, 
My heart presumes I cannot lose 

The relish all mj days ; 
But e're one fleeting hoar is past, 

The flattering world employs 
Some sensual bait to seize my taste, 

And to pollute my joys,' etc. 

* That God may prepare you for all the trials which await 
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yoQ) and sa^ppcH jou under them ; arm you against all the 
Wiles of the devil^ and an ensnaring world, and an unbeUeTing 
heart; and give you at last the complete victory, through tlie 
Gcreat Captain oi your salvation, is the prayer of your affeo* 
tionate unde.' 

. Some e<Mrre8p(«dence appears to have passed between him 
and the two who had recendy indulged hope ; and to one of 
them he writes : — 

< You express the fear that you shall not be able to give 
me satis&ction in relating your religious exercises ; and ff 
you should not, it will not be of so much consequence as^ to 
hove the reality of religion at heart. A person may feel 
more than he can express ; and one may be much mortified 
because he don't tell as good a story as he could wish. Sim* 
{^eity of expressicHi, without any proud anxiety respecting 
the result of one's relation in the view of others, is the best. 
You have, however, related the substance of what I wished. 
And though it would be desirable, at least camfortaUey to 
specify the Hme and circumstances of one's conversion, this is 
not so material as to be really in a renewed state. I am ae* 
quainted with a person, who is now a preacher, who cannot 
come nearer to the time of his conversion than to say, that 
within two or three years an alteration took place in his mind. 
The fact is, he had strong feelings at times, — and I think 
r^t feelings, respecting his own sinfubiess, the holiness of 
God, etc.; and wh^i they subsided, he ocmduded that perscms 
under convictions, had such exercises ; and so, of course, 
never supposed them to be evidences of regeneration. But 
after a number of years, conversing frequentiy witii expo- 
rienced Christians, and examining the Bible; and gett^ 
better acquainted with the nature of gracious exercises, he 
concluded he had been renewed; but on looking back, he 
could not tell the time when the first right exercise took place. 
I know of no perscm, within the circle of my acquaintance^ 
with whom I have had more sweet fellowship than with him. 
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Agaiii ; I have known some instances df pefsons givii^ a 
Biinate detail of the drcomstanoes of thei^ ocmversion, and 
relating the yeiy things that I should deem needfol, and poa^ 
sessing great assurance, who jet turned out miseraUjr. 
Whether a person is able to relate particulars or not^ there 
IB great room for self-deception, as well as fyr deceiving 
others. It is well to feel, in view of this truth, as David did, 
when he said, ^ Seardi me, O God, and know my heart; try 
me, and know my thoughts ; and see if there be anj wicked 
waj in me, and lead me in the waj everksting.** 

If perstms feel their hearts to be as bad as the word of 
God declares them to be, and are penitent under the ^Sb^ 
coveiy ; if thej see God to be a sovereign €k>d, and are 
pleased with being in his hands as such ; if the law of God 
k heartily approved of as holy, just, and good ; if Christ ap* 
pears predous as the end of the law for righteousness to them 
that believe,--* I must conclude that sudi have been renewed 
For it is certainly true, that by nature we do not realize these 
things.^ While persons are going on in sin, they do not foel 
tiouUed with the exceeding deceitfulness and sinfulness of 
tfieir hearts. Whatever they do, they are ready to think that 
diey don't mean any hurt But when the heart is changed, 
it then appears the worst part of the man.' 

It may appear to some a sQlecism, that a renewed heart 
should appear worse than one unrenewed. But when sin is 
rendered hateful, it is seen in ten thousand things where it 
was not previously suspected. One's thoughts, also, are then 
turned inward, with rigid self-scrutiny ; and the fountain of 
iniquity there, is seen and felt as not before. 

To the other he wrote : < You fear, it seems, that I have 
formed too fovorable an opinion of you. It may be so ; but 
it will not harm you, unless it makes you think too favorably 
of yourself. The destruction of too many perscMis with re- 
spect to religion is, that tiiey are too good to be Christians, 
L e., they think so favorably of thanselves as to conclude 
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Aat if ikbs&y hare not been ofo^eefter what diey ilioidd be, 
they are not bo bad as not to pass veiy well far good penonSy 
with a Hide mendinff / But suppose a yoang wolf should be 
tamed and tatored ever so much, would all this make it a 
lamb? No; the nature must he changed to effect such a 
radical alteration. Suppose a bramble bush should be pruned 
and manured for the space of three jears thrice told ; would 
such efforts make a fig-tree of it ? We know it would not 
While persons £guic7 that they are not so bad as to need a 
radical change in the temper of their hearts, they will not 
apply to Christ as poor, helpless beggars, who must have all 
done for them and in them, or perish. They can have no 
feding sense of the justice of God m their condemnation, and 
$0 can 't be beat off from the idea of doing something to in^ 
gradate themselres into the &vor of God ; and, of course, 
iSbi&f will not depend wholly upon Christ for justificatioai 
And it is utterly impossiMe for them to be saved in sndb a 
gtate of mind ; for they do not heartily belieye ; and Trath 
itself has said, <<He that believeth not, shall be damned.^ 
Tou did not give me a particular statement of your religious 
exercises, so that I nnghi determine for myself whether I 
have judged too fororably of yon or iK>t Self-deception in 
matters of religion, to be sure, is a dreadful thii^ ; and aa 
tiie heart is deceitftd above all things, and desperately wicked, 
one can 't be too dose in self-examiiiation, or too fervent in 
prayer to Grod to help in such a difficult work. Sin blinds 
persons respecting what ought, or ought not, to be considered 
evidences of grace. Let me ask, Have you seen yourself 
one of the greatest of sinners ? Does your heart aj^ear wane 
than gour Ufe f Does a sense of your vileness in the sight 
of God, constitute your greatest burden? Do you abhor 
yourself, and repent in dust and ashes ? If you could have 
tiie offer of living in sin now, and going to heaven at last, 
would you be glad to accept it ? Are you reconciled to the 
doctrine of Divine sovereignty? And have you felt willing; 
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to sarrender yourself into God's hands, and leave it with him 
to determine joar fatare destkiy ? Has it ever seemed so 
JQst £»r God to enter into judgment, and cast yoa away, that 
you have been ready to say you must justify him if he con- 
demns you forever ? Did you ever feel glad that you cannot 
deceive God, and that he knows the worst of your heart ? 
On what aeooont can a holy God justify so vile a mnner ?^ 
How do you feel when you pray ? Did you ever feel as if 
yonr prayers were nothing but mockery, and were abomina- 
ble in the si^t of God ? Do you love Christians beeaose 
they bear the image of God ? Do you ever long that others 
may become Christians, who are now in the gall of bitterness? 
Some of these questions I should be glad to have you answer 
when convenient. If you have not experienced a saving 
change, I pray Grod that you may. It will be but a little 
while before we shall all be in eternity; and it will be then 
determined who are real Christians, and who are self-deceivers. 
Hien every one must give account of himself to God ; must 
pass examination before him whose eyes are as a flame of 
fire, and who will search the inmost recesses of all hearts. 
That you may be aUe to stand in that great and awful day, 
ifl the prayer of your affectionate uncle.' 

Thus £uthfully did he probe the heart of one who feared 
that he had too good an opinion of her. Thus anxious was 
he that she should not mistake on the great question of being, 
or not being, a Christian. And .doubtless after receiving the 
above, she thought very little of what mig^t be his judgment 
of her case. 

Leaving Brunswick about the middle of December, he r^ 
turned and spent there two Sabbaths in January, and four 
more in May and June. In summing up an account of his 
labors here, he says : ^ The religious attention in Brunswick 
the year past has been very great More than two hundred 
persons have been added to the several churches of di£fereat 
orders.' 
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The cause of evang^Ucal piefy in the place is greaHy. ia- 
/debted, under Grod, to his labors at this tune. Congregation- 
4i]ism ei^ciaUj was ]H*evioii8l7 low. Hie church a few jears 
before emhraoed oidj seTente^i mmnberB. (See Green. 
£ccL Sketdies.) Aad it oontauied so much of the dement, 
which, when the lines wore drawn, developed itself as Unita- 
nanism, that, but for the addition to its piety and nambers 
now received, it would probabij have gone over to tlmt be- 
lief. P^sons well qnalified to judge, regard him under 
God, as the means of saving it from that result. Most of 
the numttte above specified, joined other denomhifttions : bat 
<enou^ ware added to the GongregatioBal Church to decNle 
lis subsequent character. 

The writer has not the means of determining Jbow mudi of 
-^e missionary years ending in May, 1815 and 1816, he 
«pent in the employ of the Massachusetts Missionary Socie^. 
But in their Report ait the annual meeting m May, 1816, the 
Tnistees thm express th^nselves: ^The Bev.Mr. Sewnll 
Jias been in the servioe of this Society the most of the time 
-ftr fourteen years. Of his fb^ent Missionary q^^irit, his in- 
^Uktigaible aodvilj, and his more than ordinary soeoosii 
there have been many gratifying proofe exhibited to the so- 
^eiety at diierent times, and there will be, as we devoudy 
trust, many joyful witnesses at the appearing of the Lord 
Jesus.'* At this meeting he also received an appointment 
for twenty weeks of the year ensuing. 

The ffflmer part of 1817, (exceptmg the Stahbaths at 
Brunswidc, just named,) he s^nt in the vicinity of his 
reffldenoe. A fow drdps from a shower ef mercy which was 
descending upon Fay^^te, fell i:^n the south, pact of Chester- 
ville, in consequence ef which a smafi addition was made to 
the Church to which he belonged. He also speaks of a few 
eoaversions in Wayne, some special attention in Thomastoni 
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and a rerivid in Temple. Of a Sabbalh wliieh he spent in 
Meroer, in March, he says: 'Trulj, I think God helped 
me to speak his trath with a degree of eleamess, pungencj , 
and afiecdoQ. The house was mach crowded ; the assembly 
appeared solemn ; and a number wept under the w<»d.' 

From the notices we give of the lively state of his reli- 
gious affections and the interest he felt in the duties of the 
ministry, it would be wrong to infer that hiis religions life was 
not, more or less, checkered with variety, like that of other 
Christians. He felt that he bore about with him a ' body of 
death ; ' and from outward occurrences, his trials Were some- 
times severe. At mie time we hear him complaining: <It 
seems to me lately that I have lost a great port of my fervor 
in secret prayer, which ought to be alarming.' This, how- 
ever, did not long continue. At another, he was gomg to- 
ward a lecture, < severely tried in mind' by some unspedfied 
cause. Arriving at the place, he was pained to find, that^ 
through a mistake in the time, the assembly had been long 
waiting. He thus had no opportunity to retire and cast hla 
burden upon the Lord, and seek help fer the occasion* Hb 
was not, however, deserted. During the smging he looked 
upward for mercy, and proceeded. And his record of the 
occasion is ; < God mercifully relieved my mind and helped 
me. Oh, how good is GrodI In the midst of oorreetioos. he 
supports. Oh, that I may feel bound to obedience by all the 
diords of love.* 

Not long after leaving Brunswick, in June, he returned to 
Topsham. Here Divine influence was descending; ai^ he 
had the pleasure to address crowded and attentive assemblies^ 
and to direct burdened and weeping sinn^n to Christ, and to 
witness the peace and joy of newly-converted souls. He 
speaks of a lecture he here preached from Gen. 24 : 49, 
^ And now if ye will deal truly and kindly with my master, 
tell me ; and if not, teU me ; that I may turn to the right 
hand or to the left,*" as bdng the most solemn and interesting 
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eeason that be had enjeyed in that neighborhood, lie fipeak» 
also, of a lectare which be preached in Brunswick a few 
days afterwards, from Prov. 8 : 17, ^ I love them that love 
me," etc., as being peculiarly delightful to bis souL He la- 
bored in Topsham six weeks ; but he has not favored us with 
Ibe number of hopeful oonversicms during the time, nor du- 
ring the whole season of interest there. 

From the ' Society for promotii^ Christian Knowledge,' 
be had received an appointment for a mission of three months 
in tbe eastern part of the State. Upon the duties thus as- 
signed him, he entered soon after leaving Topsham. The 
route which he took was essentially the same as that which 
he had taken thrice before. And he went with the same 
de^re to save souls, and lab(H^ with the same activity and 
diligence, as at other times. The strength of his desire has 
occasionally left its traces. < Longed to be instrumental of 
good to souls ; ' < Had a solemn time, and hope some impres- 
nons were made. If any good is done, God ia entitled to all 
the ^oiy. Instead of asking that I may have souls as the 
crown offmf glory, I have asked of late that Christ may have 
eouls, through my means, for the crown of his ghry. It will 
be glory enougb for me, if he makes use <^ me, as he did of 
day in the days of his flesh, to open the eyes of the blind.' 
Of a Sabbath socm aft^r this he says, < In the first prayer in 
the afternoon, felt uncommonly drawn out to God for the con- 
version of souls ; and in speaking enjoyed liberty, solemnity, 
and tenderness.' 

At Machiafi and East Machias, an interesting revival ci 
religion had existed, and was still in progress. In Machias, 
he visited the jail, and conversed with a prisoner committed 
for debt, whose confinement had been hopefully the means 
of his conversion. At first, he wished to take revenge on his 
prosecutors, and sought various ways to obtain release, or at 
least the liberty of the yard. But not succeeding, he turned 
bis attention to the Bible, and began to read it The result 
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was conviction of Bin, and an apparently genuine conversion ; 
and the man felt that he had * reason to thank God fw his 
imprisonment.' 

While at Lubec, a Bev. Mr. B., who heard him preach, 
bestowed considerable commendatioa on the sermon. This 
occasioned him some grief and sorrow. The next morning 
he wrote, *Had a very mortifying sense of my folly and 
wickedness of heart in being so ready to take credit to myself 
fix)m Mr. B.'8 commendation. I thonght of Herod, who was 
struck dead and eaten of worms because he gave not God the 
g^ory. Tried to ask God's forgiveness ; and afterward hav- 
ing an opportunity, asked Mr. B's also. Oh, what a miser- 
able sinner I am ! ' (Mr. B., we should think, had quite as 
much occasion to ask his forgiveness.) A short time alter 
tins, he experienced a mortification while offering the last 
prayer on Sabbath afternoon, which, with his refiectson upcm 
it, is worthy of being preserved. < By means of a roving 
thought, a very unsuitable expression escaped me. This 
occasioned mortification and very painful feelings. I de- 
serve such rebukes. How often have my thoughts roved 
from God in secret, and I thought nothing of it. Oh, that 
this stumble may be sanctified to make me more care^ and 
watchful in future I ' 

A circumstance which occurred a Kttle before this shows 
how careful he was to guard against the intrusion of improper 
thoughts on the Sabbath. On the morning of the holy day, 
a letter was handed to him. He cast his eyes upon it, and 
saw that it was from his wife. As the seal was not black, 
he concluded that all was well, and placed it in his pocket 
for the morrow's reading, lest his mind should experience 
interruption, <in the solemn duties of the day,' from any 
secular matters it might contain. These duties he regarded 
as extending to the end of the day ; and when the hours of 
the next began to come, he awoke, and lighted a candle, and 
enjoyed the treat of a conunonication from his much-loved 
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borne. Some may call this being "• righteous overmuch ; ** 
but he had no fear of keeping the Sabbath day too holy, or 
of guarding too watchfully against mental profanations. Some 
may think, that to delay the perusal of a letter received from 
an absent family, would occasion more disturbance to the 
thoughts, than to read it. To a mind less inured to the dis- 
dpline of self-denial than his, or less intimate in its commu- 
nion with God and heaven, this might be the case. But 
disqualification for the duties of the Sabbath, or disturbance 
in them, is no small evil in the estimation of a mind possess- 
ing a right view of their holiness and importance. He doubt- 
less anticipated that the letter contained some details of busi- 
ness or of every day occurrences, which were unsuitable to 
occupy the mind in holy time. And under these drcum- 
Btances, there can be little doubt whether the course he took 
was not most pleasing to God and safe to himself. 

On his return, he descended Chandler's River, and visited the 
islands and Mispecky Beach and Jonesport Here, consider^ 
able special religious interest had recently existed. During 
the ten days which he spent in this visit, the record of one is 
here given. *• Visited two &milies in the morning, and then 
retired to a wood, and spent the time from about nine o'clock 
to three in ^ting, humiliation, and prayer. Not going from 
my lodgings, I had no Bible with me ; but could recollect 
several passages of Scripture which were appropriate to a 
number of things which I had on my mind. My whole soul 
was humbled within me in confessing my sins, original and 
actual, with their aggravations, and pleading for pardon only 
through the blood of Jesus. Think I was enabled to take 
hold of pardoning mercy, viewing Christ as undertaking my 
cause from eternity, and bearing the burden of my sins in 
the garden and on the cross. My soul seemed to melt within 
me in thinking of this wonderful atonement, made at such 
expense for me and other sinners. Longed for sanctification. 
£nti:eated, among other things, with strong wrestlings, that 

20* 



284 ICBMOIB OF [1817. 

Grod would laj such a sense of the worth of souls upoa 

, that he will feel constrained to devote hims^f to the 

ministiy ; and that I may Hve to lay mj hand on his head, 
consecrating him to the work.* Wrestled with Grod to an 
agony in the case of H. H., that if he is innocent, his right- 
eousness maj appear ; and if guilty, that this may he so 
manifest that no room for douht will remain* Pleaded 
the glory of Grod, his honor, his bleeding cause, etc, as re»* 
sons that these petitions should be granted. Had a good day» 
Left the wood, and visited four ^msilies, and preached in the 
evening. Took no sustenance during the day, till just before 
sunset.' 

Being disappointed in obtaining a water passage up the 
bay and river on his return, (except for a short distance,) he 
travelled on foot — not less than 'ten miles '-^cairyinglMa 
post-bags, which were * as heavy as half a bushel ci com ; * 
and then preached in the evening. 

During this mission, we have one instance, among many, 
of liis care of his reputation as a minister. He had occasion* 
ally made some memoranda on newspapers which he had 
sent home. That this might be unlawful, he had not suspected, 
till the thought was suggested to him by a friend. On ex- 
amining the law, he found that he had done wrong, and f^ 
that he had thereby exposed the interests of religion. 
* Thought much, (he says,) of the passage, " Abstain from all 
appearance of evil" Felt that I had not suflSdently attended 
to it in this particular. It would be altc^ther just, were I 
left to do things which would sink my reputation, and were I 
entirely laid aside as a useless instrument. The unhappy 

^ The pvofession of the ministry was far from the thoughts of thc( 
writer at this time \ and he knew not that snch intercessions had 
ascended fjrom any one in reference to him, till, in the preparation of 
this work, his eye rested on this remark. Seven years after, in the 
game month, the hands now raised in prayer were employed in thcl 
act of oonsecratioa so atdently de»red. 
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indiscretion dietnrbed me muek in familj prajer; and I 
feared that it iirould in mj lecture this' forenoon. Bat I 
obtained such reHef as to have a solemn, comfortable tkne* 
Many were affeeted under the word. (Hi, that their impreft* 
BioDS may sot be like the morning cloud and the early dew I ' 
For years he had felt a deep interest in the educati<m of pious 
young men for the ministry. And during this mksion, (as 
on a few occasions before,) he interested himself in obtaining 
a little assistance fbr the Bangor Theological Seminary, then 
in its ii^udcy, under tlie name of ^ Maine Charity SchooL" 

On this mission, he visited a few places where he had not 
been before, as Cooper and Charlotte, then unincorporated 
plantations; -^settlements m the latter, having been com.* 
menced only seven or eight years previous. On his return^ 
he visited Brooksvilkik 

A few weeks in the commeih;ement of 1818, he spent in 
the vicinity of his residence ; and on the nineteenth of Feb^ 
mary, he assisted in embodying a Congregational Church in 
WSton, of eight members. A few days after, he left to peiw 
form a. three months' missioe in New Hampshire, under the 
direction of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 
In passing to the field of his labor, he spent a Sabbath in 
Bethel. Here, a revival rf religion l»d recently existed,— 
in consequence of which, about fifty were regarded as having 
passed from death to life ; some thirty of whom had united 
with the church, and others still were in a state of anxiety. 

Excepting three Sabbaths, whidi he spent in Stratham, his 
labors in New Hampshire were confined to Gilford, Mere- 
dith, and vicinity. Here, the Spirit, in greater or less amoui^ 
appears to have been descending. Of a Sabbath which he 
spent at Centre Harbor, soon after arriving, he says, * It was 
truly a solemn time. The people were all attention, and 
many were in tears.* A few days after, he visited Gilman- 
ton. Here he speaks of ^considerable attention,' under 
the labors of a Mr. Stratten. He tarried alittk, and preached 
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three lectures. Of the last of these, which was in the south 
part of the town, he says, ^ The place was crowded, and the 
assembly solemn. Do not know as I ever enjoyed a more 
Bc^emn season. The people seemed to be ail attention, and 
many tears were shed. Have been quite hoarse of late, so 
that speaking is somewhat difficult and laborious. But this 
evening I forgot myself, and at the dose of meeting, was sur- 
prised to find that it had occupied two and a half hours.' A 
correspondent spei^ of the revival here, as having c(Mn- 
menced about the first of June, and as originating in the 
reading of the tract, '< End of Time," in a circle of young la- 
dies. He describes the work as powerful, and as being 
greatly promoted by the instrumentality of the subject of this 
memoir. 

At Loudon, (near Concord,) which he visited, an outpour- 
ing of the Spirit was ei\joyed. In a lecture at Northwood, 
many wept. One man in particular, appeared deeply affected. 
After meeting, in company ^0. tw^ Tti^ otJe«, he ^is. 
ited him, and found him solemnly impressed. He had a pious 
wife, and had had a pious mother. They sung the Hymn, 

** Vain are the hopes that rebels place 
Upon their birth and blood ; 
Descended from a pions race, 
Their fathers now with God." 

He then led in prayer j *and it did seem (he says) as if 
we drew near to God with some degree of humble confix 
d^ce, and pleaded for Mr. C. Cannot but think that he will 
become a Christian.' 

In Pittsfield, he speaks of the sudden death of Rev. Mr. 
Sai^eant, minister of the place, which occurred about the 
middle of March. Having preached in the forenoon, on the 
Sabbath, he had opened the aflemoon services, singing the 
Psalm, ^ Behold thy waiting servant, Lord," and the Hymn, 
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^ Now to the Lord who makes us know/' the last IJxtes of whkh 
are, 

*' Come, liOrd, nor let thy promise fail, 
Kor let thy chariot long delay " 

He had little more than completed the exordium of his sef^ 
mon, when he faltered and fell in the pulpit> by a paraljtki 
shock, and survived only a few days. He had often said thai, 
he hoped he should die preaching. 

Of the hoarseness just mentioned, we hear again a month 
afterward. And it continued a while longer. SoBdetimes ik 
was very difficult for him to speak, even in family visits. Hei 
was also, at the same time, afflicted with rheumatism, so aa 
to make him somewhat lame, and render it quite difficult ta 
pat on and off his clothes. And he was otherwise unwett. 
Still he pressed on, and diminished very little from hia ciuh 
tomary amount of labor. 

Ailer completing his mission in New Hampshire, he at* 
tended the anniversaries at Boston* Besides being in the 
employ ci the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge^ 
'six months of the current missionary year, he had spent 
some weeks in the service of the Massachusetts Missionary 
Society. On his journey homeward, the first of June, he 
spent a few days in Biddeford and Saco, and speaks of a re^ 
vival of religion in both these pbces. 

The next three months, during which he labored in the 
neighborhood of Chestervifle, affords nothing of special inter-^ 
est, except the forming of a Congregational Church in Free- 
man. The necessary measures were taken by a council, oil 
the ninth of July ; and the formal ad(^tion of Articles and 
Covenant, and the reception of the body thus organized, into 
the fellowship of the churches, tod^ place on the following 
Sabbath.* In this solemnity he officiated, and administered 

* The I2th instaot. 
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the Lord's Sapper. The chiirdi embodied, consisted only of 
eeven members. 

This year and the next were somewhat remarkable for the 
amount of thunder and lightning, and the destruction of prop- 
erty and life by that means. Our venerable friend appears 
onoe to have narrowly escaped a &tal blow from one of these 
bolts of heaven. He was on the road between Freeman and 
Anson, Sept 2d. He had been overtaken by one shower, 
which had detained him a while. Another was coming ; and 
scattering drops of rain began to fall ; when, ' a clap of thun- 
der (he says) came so near me, that I was not sensible of 
seeing the flash. It seemed to be behind me, and struck me 
forward, and, £>r a moment, mazed me. My horse started, 
and for two or three leaps I thought I should have been 
thrown ; but I succeeded in curbing her. After my momen- 
tary maze, I heard the rest of the report, which was very 
heavy. Had I been on my feet, I should probably have been 
prostrated. Just as easily [as to order it thus] God might 
have directed the bolt, and struck me dead on the spot ! But 
mercy prevented. Oh, that the remainder of my life may foe 
devoted to his service.' In the forenoon of that day, he had 
had a solemn time in preaching from the words, *^ Be ye also 
ready ; for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man 
Cometh;" and thus near did he come to having the solemn 
declaration verified upon himself. 

Before the middle of September, he left again for a mission 
in New Hampshire. In passing, he spent a Sabbath in Fry* 
burg. At his third service, he preached from the words, 
" Come, for all things are now ready." He enjoyed much 
liberty ; and his hearers gave solemn attention. On return- 
ing to his lodgings, he found that the attention of a member 
of the family had been arrested. He conversed with her, 
while her tears flowed fi*eely. < In secret (he says) had my 
desires exceedingly drawn out to God for her. Oh, that she 
may become a new creature.' The seed which he sowed was 
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generallj watei^ed freely -with his leard. And in this case, it 
may be a question whether the awakened person shed more 
than he did in pleadmg wiUi God in her behalf. 

His field of labor in New Hampshire was the same as be* 
fore, and the dews of heavenly grace appear to have been 
distilling, at least, on some parts of it. He speaks of solemn 
meetings and special attenticm in Meredith ; and were it pos- 
sible to recover the reports which he made to the societies 
for which he labored, we should have a more full and inter- 
esting account of the state of things in the regions where he 
preached, than is preserved in the simple record of every*^y 
events in his diary. 

He records a somewhat striking case of awakening which 
occurred at Gilmanton. He had preached an evening lecture 
from Jno. 5 : 40, **^ Ye will not come to me that ye might have 
life." On leavhig the place of worship, a young man caught 
<me of his hands in both of his, exclaiming, < I am a great 
sinner! can you pray for such a poor sinner?' 'Yes, if the 
Lord helps me ; you must pray for yourself.' ' I can't, I am 
such a great sinner I am not fit to pray. Oh, can you pray 
for me ? Is there any mercy for such a great sinner ? ' Ac- 
cepting an invitation which he pressed to spend the night at 
his lodgings, he conversed farther and prayed with him, read« 
ing the fifty-first psalm, and endeavoring to lead his thoughts 
to the fountain of iniquity within him, from which all out- 
ward transgression proceeds. Directing him, among other 
things, to read the Bible ; the poor youth replied that he had 
probably never read the amount of ten chapters in his life ! 
X>uring the night the young man tried to lift up his heart in 
earnest prayer to Grod for mercy, and appeared still to be 
deeply impressed. With tears in his eyes, he said that he 
never felt himsdf to be a sinner before the previous evening. 
So much of passion appeared to be mixed with this case of 
awakening, that the instrument of it, while he prayed and 
hoped for the best, feared that it might not prove abiding. 
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Seeing ym, however, some ten dajrs aflervrards, he bad nmre 
hope that he had been tm\y himibledL It is not sttmnge tfaKt 
one who had had sndi deep acquaintiaiee wkh his own hmrt^ 
«o mueh knowledge of human nature m general, and whose 
•observation had been so extensive, ehoaM be fearful €£ tke 
^enoineness aad permanence of apparent convictions where 
4^ passims are strong^j excited. The snr&ce of the sool, 
^Bo to ^peak,)ina7 b% greatly agitated bj a sudden gust which 
passes over it, wh^pe its depths are not moved. Against mis- 
takes of this kind, he was ever watchful. And an event 
whidi had oecnrred in a meeting a little previous to the above, 
led him in secret, while uncommonly drawn out in prajer to 
Ood f(H> the conversion of soals, to plead, even to an agony, 
ikat he would acoonpi^ a work there, characterized by 
cahnnees, power, and scriptural views and saving issues in iU 
tmbjects, and free from tumult imd irregularity. And it was 
{iroper to urge such petitions ; for he well knew that strong 
fissionate exdt^OEient, ooonected with religious awafeeaoi]^ 
forms a kind of hot-bed where fiike hopes :spring and are 
cherished, and that, as a consequence, souls are deceived and 
ruined. 

And wfaOe he was awake to the faults of olhexB, he was 
awake to his own. Aaythkig m his deportsaent, whidi tended 
to eounteract dke influence of truth, he deeply lamented, and 
be&re God, deprecated its consequences. One Sabbath eve* 
nkig he related rather an amusing anecdote about * Father 
Moody.* *Fot this, (he says,) my heart afkryrards re* 
proached me, as it tended to promote levity in the children, 
and might emae serious impressions torn tfadr minds, if mj 
had been made. Oh, what an imperfect creature I am. I 
often fear that I shall destroy souls instead of saving th^n. 
I am so rnndi like those ^)oken of in Scripture, who caused 
the people to err through their lightness, that I deserve to be 
turned out of the vineyard, and never made use of agahi. 
Oh, that God would counteract this evil tendenejr of my 



mim9» lAxif pttm Hoa diiqtOBitioii into ikj service ^ — sanc- 
tify or destioy it^ that I may not diabonor thee thereby. 
DuBBg a pari of tke lugM hia eyes were held from sleep bj 
Ibe tboaght of hiB foUy : and he lamented it before God, and 
Booght foi^veaeaa and gx&ce to be more watohful and circiuxh 
apeet 

In Ckulford he reodved at least one cheering evidence 
tet his laboFB there the previous spring were not in vain* A 
nan then impresBedy came into his room, who^ on being qae»- 
^Mied, gave a dreumstantial account of a change which had 
taken place in him. His views of his guilt and helpl^ssBesi 
were nnoommonlj strong and deary and he gave pleasing 
evidence of having been truly oonverted. For this instance 
ef theaoeoess of has labors, he thanked God and took cx>un^^ 
' Daring thoa and hia previous mission here> a flouriahuif 
Sabbath School appears to have existed at Meredith Bridgo^ 
where he prindpatty preached* It met both before and ato 
meetingy aa a reoocd c^ hia frequeat attendance shows.* 

* While here he received from John Shepard, Esq., an account of 
the origin of the Freewill Baptist denomination in tbis conntiy. 
The statement may be worth something as a historical ihet, and is 
giren on the aathority of th^ielater. Thk Mr. Sbepard laid * that he 
•ad Edwaid liook diaaented fnm th9 CalTinittio Baptists in \19f^ 
A Ooanoil of Baptist Ministers, which was called to set apart Mr. 
I^ck to the miBistry, on ascertaining his Freewill sentiments, refused to 
do it, and declined to hold him longer in fellowship. One Tosier Lord, 
an ordained Baptist Minister, said, If yon withdraw fellowship from 
ILock, yon withdraw it from me, for I am of the same belief, «te. 
They aeeoidingly withdrew. A wMlo afkerwud, Mr. Lord, with the 
hslp of tome private brethren^ ordained Mr. Lock \ and idso set apart 
Mr. Shepard^ [the narrator] as a Ruling wilder. By others they werQ 
called ' Freewillers.' That was their origin. Afterward they con- 
secrated Mr. Randall, of New Durham.' This statement is corrobo- 
rated by BIder Samuel Beede, formerly one of the editors of the 
Homing Star, who says, *In North America, in the year 17S0i, the 
flist Ghureh of this denommaticm was oigaoized at New Dnriiam, N. 
K^ aadfnr the pastoral care of Klder B«nj. Raodajyi* S«e Bi^ Bnc, 
art Freewill Baptists. 21 
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When he htA finnlied this ndflrioii he reoeiyed an wppmat* 
menfc to perform one of three monAs in Slnthaai, N. H. 
WiUioat Tisitnig hk hnSty, he entramd upon this about the 
middle of Jannarj. He had oontinoed a little more than a 
foirtBa^tj when he heard jojfiil news from home. A revi^ 
▼al of religion had oommenoed in the place ; a dozen or mote 
had indulged hope ; many were nnder deep impreflnons, and, 
among these, scmie of his own children. This infinmatieii 
was so unexpected that it struck him widi astonidunent. A 
mokitade of thoughts rushed in upon his mind ; and fab fe^ 
Ings were indescribable. He longed to be there ; but how 
could he dispense with his present engi^ement? Had he gone 
home at the dose of his previous missicm, he would have 
been there at its commencement; and now, poBsSilj, the 
dond of mercy, so sudden in its rise, and so rapid m its ihk)- 
gress, mig^t pass over before he could reach the place, after 
fulfilling existing appointments and making the requisite ar^ 
xangements. Would any of his children become pious? Would 
no prejudice to the cause of truth and the interests of souls re- 
sult from a want of competent instruction at such a critical 
time ? And to add to the emotions produced by these and simi- 
lar thoughts, Ins horse, in consequence of a recent injury, was 
mfit f^KTuse. He spread the matter before God, and asked di* 
rection. Under existing drcumstances he could not, of course, 
remain contentedly where he was, unless the indications of 
Providence that he should, were too plain to be mistaken. On 
inquiry he found that his horse was better; and lie ventured to 
enter up<Hi arrang^oients for leaving as socm as he consistently 
could. A fbw dajs more found him on his way to his mudi- 
loved home, possessing now stronger attractions than ever be* 
fore. On arriving he found that four of his children were indul- 
ging hope. < If they are really converted, (he said) what an 
abundant taetcy 1 God has remembered his covenant, and be- 
come the God of my seed. It is not in vain to exercise faith in 
his covenant — it is iiot in vain to pray. God is a hearer of 
prayer.' 
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Tbe next day, after vistdng some, he attended a ocmferenoe 
in the aftenioon, and heard a numbegr of the sulijects of the 
ivork relate the exercises of their omids. He found reason 
to think that the changes wrought in his own family, (as weil 
as in the minds of others) were real And he exclaimed, 
f Oh, what reason hare I to be thankfuL Sometimes I can 
scarcely realize it possible that I have five new children -^ 
one formerly, and four now. I sometimes think of that pas* 
sage, <' When the Lord turned agaia the captivity of Zion, 
we were like them that dream." ' And he was not the only 
one who felt that what their eyes saw could scarcely be a 
reality. The work was as unexpected, and almost as sudden, 
to those who were on the ground, as it was to him. As &r 
as is known, no one was expecting it. If any special quick- 
ening among Christians, or any increased spirit of prayer 
preceded the appearance of cases of anxiety, and soon, of 
oonversion, it was so inconsiderable or so (xm&aed to the de- 
votions of the doset, as not to be particularly apparent. It 
appears to have been a sudden visit of mercy resulting from 
ia long-accumulating influence of prayer before the throne* 
^ few cases of unusual thoughtfulness existed toward the 
close of December. The district school * commenced early 
in Jimuary ; and there the work soon became solemnly appa- 
rent. Cases of awakening and hopeful conversion followed 
each other ; and some particular days were invested with a 
solemnity which will never be forgotten by those who wit* 
nessed it. This is not the place to give an account of the 
work, or cases and facts might be stated which would deeply 
interest every pious reader. Suffice it to say, that, during the 
school, which was somewhat less than three months, about, 
two thirds of the pupils indulged a hope of having passed 
from death unto life. Out of the school, too, among all dassea, 
wonders of saving mercy were wrought — scarcely a house 

* Taught by the writer. 
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was paaeed by. The woik was as general and ^orioos aA 
ihe fiUal calamity five yean before had been indiscrimiiiate 
and desolating. Tares, indeed, were among the wheat; fiilae 
hopes were indulged* But the lapse of more than thirty 
years jnstifies the rematk that it was a nch and gloriooa 
work of grace, for which many doabtless wili bless God to 
all eternity. 

He who had long prayed, and wept, and labored for the sal- 
vation of his children and neighbors, now had occasion to re* 
joice, and bless God that his desires were granted. He had 
ate happiness of seeing some in middle life, and many of the 
yoang rejoicing in the Lord ; and others, with anxious heartSi 
inquiring what they shoald do to be saved. Thonmghly im* 
pressed, indeed, as he was, of the decdtfulness of the human 
heart, he rejoiced with trembling. Of some, he was ready to 
stand in doubt, in reference to whom the joy and confidence x^ 
tiliose who were less discriminating were apparently unqual- 
ified. But his jo^ could not, on this account, have been in 
reality less ; since, the greater the power of discernment, the 
U^er must be the pleasure where the genuine is seen. 

Some weeks after his return, he enjoyed the satis&ction of 
receiving to the churdi, among others, his wife, and a son and 
wife. His seat at the table of the Lord that day was ren* 
flered delightful by a drcumstanoe which had never before 
occurred. *My prayers (he says) are so far answered, that 
my wife and I sit at the same communion-table together, and 
some of my children are become as olive plants round about 
the Lord's table. I am unworthy to live to see this day.* A 
few weeks after, he received, with others, another child to the 
visible kingdom of Christ. It was the fourth of July ; and, 
partly in view of God's goodness to the nation, and partly in 
view of the rich spiritual blessing just bestowed, he preached 
ftom the words, "He hath not dealt so with any nation ; 
praise ye the Lord." 

This outpouring of the Spirit was made the meanfl of fid- 



1819.] JOTHAX SSWALL. 24^ 

filling the desire of his heart in another respect It so exer- 
cised the mind of the writer, who, as Providence ordered hid 
occupation, had much to do with the youth who indulged 
hope, that, in the following autumn he saw him a member of 
a Theological Seminary. 

Special religious interest existed this year in a number of 
towns in the vicinity ; though in none of them was the wodk 
as powerful as in Chesterville. New Sharon, Industry, and 
Anson were visited more or less at the same time, and Vienna 
near it. In other places some movement is thought to have 
existed ; and he received to the churches in Anson, Industry, 
"Wilton, Temple, and Strong, a number of persons. In King- 
field, also, on the third of October, he gathered a church <^ 
eight members. 

The reader will naturally anticipate that he could not pass 
through such a season of interest without the existence of 
much special, earnest intercourse between him and Gk>d. But 
the difierence between one who habitually lives near the 
throne of grace, and one who seldom wakes up to real earn- 
estness except at such times, should be borne in mind. The 
former will be active and fervent when no special interest 
exists. He may, perhaps, be more so, on this very account 
The fact that all are slumbering together, may be more affect* 
ing to his mind, and call forth more agonizing supplications 
than when Christians are, in good measure, awake, and sin- 
ners are agitating the hopeful inquiry, ^ What must I do to 
be saved?" Before that time comes, his wrestlings may 
have won the blessing; and you may look to him in vain, for 
that increased spirit of prayer, which you see in others. It 
would not be easy to conceive how the subject of this memoir 
could possess more intense anxiety, in prayer, for his family, 
and neighbors, and the region around him than he had, at 
some previous times. Interesting notices, indeed, i4>pear at 
this time in his diary; but not more so than some which have 
been already introduced. 

21* 
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Bemaniing at bome, as he did most of this year, he saw 
BMiny things of a woridlj naiure which required attention. 
And he did not feel at liberty entirely to neglect them. Still, 
he did not forgei, that to labor for the salyation of souls, and 
the advancement of the cause of Christy should be his princi- 
pal iNudnesst His oonscienoe was awake to the daims which 
Afise hiMl upon him, and to any undue intrusions which seen* 
Jar business mi^ make upon his time. An entry in his 
diary shows the activity <^ his moral sense in this respect. 
The special religions interest had passed by. No case o£ con- 
venom had occurred for months; and no instaxKse of peculiar 
seriousness existed. After occupying most of a day in a 
piece of common labor^he said, ^ Felt some sense of guilt io 
the evening that I had not visited some to-day^ as the business 
I attended to was not pressing. Sometimes think of my or^ 
dinaticn vowt with solemn concern, lest I violate them. O 
God, deliver me firom the sin of peijury.' Some two months 
afterward he was pained by similar feelings, occasioned by 
coldness and wanderings of mind during the duties of the 
Subbath* A peculiar matter lay upon his hands, in which he 
was necessarily and deeply interested, and in which, unhap- 
pily^ he had e]q>erienced some disappointment.* A mind 
QUiat have been in a peculiarly heavenly frame to have ejq^ 
nenc^ no intrusion of worldly thoughts under tbe circum- 
stances in which he waa placed. Still, he felt that no posture 
^ worldly a&irs could constitute an excuse fi>r deviating from 
tbe strictness of the Divine ii^junctions, 9ad that nothing of 
the kind should interfere with the spirituality of the duties 
and services of holy time. Hence, after the Sabbath above 
alhided to, he says, ' The day was not as comfortable to my 
loul as fame Lord's days have been* I found it difficult to 
keep Ae cares and business in whidi I had become engaged 

« The rtadiMM of a place Ibr the fiEumljr of the writer, who had fS- 
moved to the neighborhood of Bangor Theological Semioaiy. 
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oat of my minj. Evil som^tiiiies attendg needfbl bnsineat. 
O God, pardon my great and sitifal imperfections^ &r ChfMs 
sake alone.' The same matter had troabled him the ptmam 
Sabbath; and the following entry, whick he here maio, 
shows how he felt about it. < Last Si^balh B^ht I awofcey 
and felt aJ&aid that blood-guiltiness would be charged upon 
me ; and it will be a miracle of mercy if it is not so at last' 
He greatly feared lest unfsuthfulness in him should oocadon 
a failure of salvation to others. Hence, at another time, after 
a Sabbath, in which he enjoyed not those tokens o£ the Divine 
presence and assistance, which he always earnestly desired, 
we find him in his closet, the following morning, pleading 
earnestly with God to avert from his soul the diarge of blood- 
guiltiness. 

The fruits of the revival in ChesterviUe were shared by 
the Freewill Baptists, Calvinist Baptists, and Congregation- 
alists. One effect of it on the latter church and society, -^^ 
especially as they owned about half of the meeting-house, 
now finished and dedicated,* — was to make them feel the 
need of a pastor. On the 22d of June, 1820, the churel^ 
unanimously requested him to assume the responsibilities of 
this office. He accepted the invitation, and the 9th of August 
was installed. This, however, as the church was small, and 
those who acted with it, were few and feeble, was only for a 
portion of the year. For the small sum of four dollars per 
week, he agreed to labor with them at least one quarter of the 
time. This gave him opportunity to gratify his prevailing in- 
clination for a missionary life. In entering upon his new du- 
ties, (which, however, was not on the Sabbath next following 

* It was dedicated May 31, 1820. In the forenoon, a meeting for 
tfaanksgiTiBg and prayer was held at the house in view of the reyiyal 
which had been enjoyed, and that God had sacoeeded their efforts in 
erecting a house for his worship. In the afternoon, the appropriate 
services were performed. In these, Bey. Messrs. Gillet, of HalloweU» 
and Sewall, of Sumner, participated. The former preached. 



248 MSMOIB OF JOTHAK SJiWALL. [1820. 

Ills JnBtallation,) he preached from Esek. 83 : 7, ^ O, son of 
many I have set thee a Watchman," etc. ' Had a very solemn 
season (he says) ; felt mj responsihility as a Watchman. O 
that I may be foond fiuthfbl, and not have the blood of souls 
reqoired at mjr hands.' 



CHAPTER VII. 

TOUR EASTWARD. JOURNEY SOUTH. — ANOTHER AGENCY 

FOR BANGOR SEMINARY. PREACHES TO SEAMEN IK 

PORTLAND. — DEATH OP A DAUGHTER. 

A FART of the winter and a part of the autumn of 1820, 
lie spent at Castine. Here some special religkras interest ex* 
isted. A few days after he arrived, he found a few who were 
in a state of anxietj ; and socm some began to hope. At the 
ecMftmenoemeot of his lab(n« here, he observed a day of pri- 
vate lasting and prayer. * Had a good day, (he says). Be*> 
sought Ood in earned prayer; and experienced much free- 
dom in pouring out my soul to him for many things ; and 
among oUiers, for the conversion of my son D ■ / H« 
probably little thought that he was thus virtually praying Gkid 
to riHse up a pastor for the church, for the existence of wfaidk 
his labors were preparing the way. But He who abounds 
in goodness, sometimes, in answering the requests of his peo- 
ple, exceeds their expectations. 

. Occasionally, his diary contains a sketch of the train of 
thought which he pursued in his sermons. No accurate theo- 
logian will expect, from one of so little education, and whose 
mind had not be^i disciplined in the niceties of criticism, and 
whose sermons in general were hastily and roughly prepared, 
plans which will sustain a rigid examination. Still, one now 
and then may be interesting to the reader, as exhibiting the 
manner in wluch he handled subjects. Two are l^ere 
^ven, which were used in successkm <m the Sabbath. The 
tint was from Matt 6 : 28, "< If therefore the light diotis m 
thee be darkness, how great is that darkness." < L To show * 
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what li|^ maj be in petBons, and jet be darkneos : — (Nite*- 
nJ, Speculatiye, Errooeoasy Enthusiastic, etc.) IL How 
may that darkness be termed great? — It is MaL in tbe 
heart ; It affects all the other powers of the soul ; It prevents 
people finom doii^ any work for God ; It is of the nature of 
the ^oom of hell ; It insures miserj ; Without repentaooe, it 
will last forever.' — The second was from Eph. 5 : 8^ ^ For 
ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the 
Lord ; walk as children of the light" < L Show how those 
who were in darkness, become light in the Lord. II. The 
obligatians of such to walk as children of the light.' £^|oy«> 
ing a comfortable measure of freedom and solemnity, it can* 
aot be doubted that he made an impression. 

EQs diary furnishes incidental notices of persons in ail 
anxious state of mind, and of cases of hope in Castme. Bat 
he has not &yored us with any account of the diuatkin or 
extent of the work. In August, howevfr, while he was labor* 
ing elsewhere, a second Congregational Churdi was formed 
here, principally, at least, of resident members bel<Higmg to 
the church in Bluehill.* On the last Sabbath whieh he sp^st 
here at this time, he received three to this church, and ad^ 
ministered the Lord's Supper. After an evening lecture oa 
that day, by Bev. Mr. Jackson, recently from Bangcur Semi* 
nary, he says, < I gave an exhortation, and prayed. Had my 
feelings very much wrought up in exhorting and in prayer. 
Directed my remarks to the men. A number of females 
have been wrought upon, but not a male, lately. Oh, that 
God would take a dealing with them, and translate them out 
of the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of his dear Son. 
The Lord has need of them. Don't know that I ever felt 
more importunate in prayer for souls.' While here, he fdt 
much in prayer for some particular fionilies, which have 
since been greatly blessed. 

During his labon here, he interested himself in making 

* Greenleaf *s Sketch«i. 



flone oolleotbn* ftr < The Mune Oharilj School' Li Api% 
ke Tisited Deer Isle, apparently for this ol](|ect Here aa 
ioterestkig reyival of zeligkHi was in progress, under the 
laboro of Bev. Mr. Wines, who had recently left the prafea- 
aon^ip of theologj in that *■ School/ Aboat forty had indalged 
bopey and others were anxious. His diary for this year also 
mentions a reviyal in Wmthrop, and another in- Ha]lowelL-«» 
the latter more powerftil and extensive than any which had 
been enjoyed there before* 

In the former part of 1821, he took a toor to the eastenn 
past of the State, passii^ over the same ground as heretofore. 
'The winter was severe i and he speaks of Grossing the head 
of the bay, from Sorry to Trenton, on the ice ; and of going 
on and off Moont Desert Island, and of crossing at the ferry* 
way at SuIliTany in the same way. 

In , one of the eastern towns, he attended the foneral of a 
flMOiy whose death shoald be a warning to those who aca 
Oeg^ectii^ their immorial interests ; and especially to those 
itho are disposed . to yield to improper indulgences. The 
aoan had be^i intemperate. When told by his physician thai 
be could not live, he sprang from his bed, and walked across 
the room in agony, exclaiming, ^I cannot die 1 I am unpve* 
pared ! ' And in such a state, his reluctant soul was 

" Forced away, 



To seek its last abode." 

The anguish of sudi an hour, even to say nothing of what lies 
bey<md, is well avoided by a whole Hfe of prayerful and^self* 
^kmying pi^y. 

• At Bobbinston, he enjoyed a season (^ peculiar interest 
Of a Sabbath which he spent there he says, ^ Felt very desiiv 
pus of doing good to-day to some soul or souls.' And yet he 
9eems to have been oppressed with a sense of his unworthl- 
i|ess. V I am such an impure, fikhy vessel, that I am unfit 
.for the Master's use. Oh, to be purified, and be the means 



cf -foodf Ht ei^oyed rery mAbxam aeaioiw in ihe psbliK 
daties of the day. Of the place lie aay% < Find here a mum- 
ber of pioas fenakty who kaye unbeheTiog hosbanda. I loog 
iot their convermHii* Seterd of them are steadj, mtrnwlt 
MmiM» neiu' Of one man he 8a3r% < Felt audi adesire dMt 

Qeos, S ^r ahoald become pioua^ that I eoald ecaioelf 

<>ontain mjself in the meeting and afterwards, [lecture in tiie 
•veningj. Pleaded for him and wife in the derotioiw ef die 
fiunilj and doset Oh, that God would glorif j hima^ in their 
coBTention and aalvation I ' 

On hii way to Dennjarille the next day, where he waa to 
pleach in the evening, he saja, ' Eamestlj beaooght God that 
,ke would hleas the opportomtj this erening, aa it will pro^ 
aUy be the last time that I shall lift mj fedile arm to aim a 
blow at Satan's kingdom here. Freadied fiem Zeeh. 2": 4$ 
and tnilj it waa a aolenm aeaaoo. Theaaaembly waafuUand 
attentiYe, and did not afqpear to be weaiy, thoii|^ the meetaag 
ma two boors loog. Felt aa if I Iras doing my last weak 
bfve, before I should meet them at the bar o£ God.' Heakt 
e^iojed a very solemn season in a lecture at £ast Marhiaai 

Ai Saatporty where a small orthodox Googregatmal 
Church had been formed a few years previoaa^ be foaad that 
a church had been organiaed on the 2Sth of Febmaiy, m 
* Unitarian principles,' by a Rev. Mr. Bigelow, who waa 
preaching there. With this church, the society in general 
appear to have sympathized. 

. This tour, which oocnpied the most of February and Mansh, 
appears to have been taken to solicit aid for the <Maiaa 
Charity School.' But, though doing what he eoald for thal^ 
he remembered that his great business was to be instant in 
season and out of season, in labors to bring souls to Christy 
and train th^n for heaven. 

After returning from this tour, (excepting an absence of a 
journey to Boston,) he lab(»ed in the vicinity of his residence 
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near the close of October. During tlmt time, we shall do 
IWe more than give a few extracts from his diaiy. 

Sabbath, April 22d, he preached in Chesteryille. ^ Enjoyed, 
(he says,) a good season, espedally in the afternoon, treating 
apon the doctrine of election. [His text was Eph. 1:4^ 
^ According as he hath chosen ns in him," etc.] Whaterer 
fibers may tibdnk about this doctrine, I do love it, and love to 
preach it. I hare often noticed, that when I have attempted 
to treat upon the subject, I have enjoyed much of the Divine 
presence and assistance. It seems to me to lay at the very 
^undation of all religion. If God had not undertaken the 
work of man's redemption, no being could have undertaken 
It Oh, the matdiless love of God, that he should choose us 
in Christ before the foundation of the worid, that we shouM 
be holy, and without blame before him in love ! * 

The separation of Christians finom each other, especially at 
Hie Lord's Table, was peculiarly repugnant to his feelings. 
Toward the dose of May, he exchanged with a Baptist elef^ 
gymsok, to give the Calvinist Baptist Church which had been 
fivmed in Chesterville an oppcH^unity to enjoy the ordinance 
of the Supper. For this, the Baptist brother, (retvandng 
home on Sabbath evening,) thanked him. He replied,. ^ So^ 
instead of giving them a try on dose communion, I must help 
ktUd it vpy must I ? (alluding to conversation which onoe 
passed between us relative to having a Baptist Church formed 
in Chesterville). Why, said he, I have been thinking to^y 
that your being so cathdic as to exchange with me for the 
sake of giving them an opportunity, will do more to do away 
with close communion, than if you should bring forward all 
your ariiUery agunst it. I never had my feelings so tried in 
my lifo. ^ Hiere were all your Christian Mends around me,^ 
etc Oh, that God would, by some means, break down these 
walls of separation from among his dear children I ' 

After enjoying a good Sabbath at Northampton, N. H., 
on his way to Boston, he says, < Oh, how abundant in mercy 
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Is mj gndoos God and Redeemer to a poor, otteily mivor^ 
thy sinner ! What shall I render to thee, O Lovd, fer all ^bsj 
benefits ? What retoms shall I make lor so wuay mercies ?' 

Elforts had now began to be made in behalf of seamen ; 
and on the forenoon of Sabbath, June 17th, he supplied Dr. 
Jenks, who preached to them in a hall oo Central WluoC 
He spoke from Lk* 18 : IS, ^ And the pablieon, standing a&r 
off," etc < Think it was not in yain, (he says,) as it respeeCs 
my own soul ; and I hope not in vain to o&ers. They were 
generally attentite, and scHne wept' la the afternoon, he 
preached ibr the Doctor in West Boston ; and in the evening 
at Park Street Church. 

In September, he supplied a Sabbath at Bloomfield <m 
aoEehange. <In the morning, (hesays,) feltTorydall in body 
and mind. Tried to pray a number of times, and meditate 
on the Scriptures ;' bat oookT get litde or no nearness to God, 
whldi was a trial to me. But God was pleased to grant 
i^Uef in the first prayer in the puMio ezeroiseSi'' He had a 
aolemn, interesting day. 

The Sabbath next fottowii^, he was at Chestervilie. He 
says: * Rose the latter part of the night, and retked and 
^read a number ci tilings before God in prayer ; partiettlariy 
the duties of die approadiing day. Preached ftom 2 Thesso 
f : 11, 1% and P8« 69t 4. Baptised Mn. B. and reoeired 
Iter to the churdb, and administered the Lord's Su|^per. 
Hiink I have not ^ijoyed sueh a Sabbath at home since oar 
late diurdi difficulties.* 

A shoit time after this, he wpeat a ni^t under tiie same 
toof widi a son of the widow who had formeriy Hired in Us 
house, and who had rec^tly returned from a twenty years' 
Idbeenoe ait sea. ^In fonily prayer, (he rays,) I felt unoom* 
monlyferhim; it seemedasifhemustbeoonTerted. Heave 
him with God.' 

' * Some pakifal matters of discipline had been before the church for 
fome tlmtt. 
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On tbe 26fth of September, be attended the oiduuiUea of 
Bey. Jkmd JStanett at WeU. 

He had manifested his interest in the ^Maine Charitj 
School' by varicHis littk donations, and by giving to its Mfarary 
at one time fifty dollars worth of bodes fiYun his own. He 
was now about to enter on an agency in its behalf in some of 
the middle and southern States. Previous to his dqiArture, 
he so adjusted all his tempond ooncems, as to save his heirs 
tiie cost and trouble of a division and settlement of his estate 
in case of his decease. Having comj^eted the business^ he 
says, < C^ that my qf»ritoal concerns may be in as good or 
better preparation, so that instead oi deeding awag property, 
I may enter on the &11 and everlasting inheritance dL heaven^ 
thiww#i <he iwd of gift bestowed through Him who is hdr 
pfM tkinge; which is put on record in the Bible, according 
to the et^roal counsels of God. Glory to God lor such an 
inheritance, that will nev^ be taken away, alienated, trans* 
ferred, or lessened.' Being about to leave the next morning 
he says, < Up pretty early ; got things in readiness for mj 
departure ; and had a very edema, affectionate, and comforl^ 
ing season in £unily prayer, committij]^ aU to God* There 
I leave n^f$e^^ mg wife^ mg ckiidrenf (xnd the dvurchJ 

He first went to Boston, and thence to New Yfxk. and 
WashingtcMk Passing throu|^ Portland, he heard Dr. (then 
Bev. Mr.) Payspn deliver his celebrated adchess to seamej^ 
Sabbath evening, Octob^ 28th. Of this he says, < The seats 
both sides the broad aisle were assigned to mariners, and wex^ 
all filled. The house was so crowded, that numbers went 
away. The address was solemn and good ; numbers wept 
After the disdourse, several applied for a copy for the press* 
He was reluctant ; but I hope it will be pul^hed. It will 
make an excellent tract for seanien.' 

As he passed (m through Massachusetts, New York City» 
Princeton, Philaddphia, and Wilmingttm, he presented hii 
object in public and private, and with the various success 
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ocmunon to sudi ageaeies. At Pnnoetoii, he visited the 
graves of Presidents Burr, Edwards, Davies, Finiej, Wither* 
q)Ooti, and Smith; and exdaimed,- ^How are the m^tj 
Menl" 

The 29th of November was the season of public Thank»- 
gpving in Maine and New Hampshire, and he had intended 
to have observed the day in private. But wishing to readi 
Washington before the Sabbath, he concluded to travel, and 
notice it as he could on the way. * Had a good season, (he 
says,) in the morning devotions, wilh reference to it, and part 
of the way on my journey. I enjoyed some satisfaction ia 
praying for my absent family, particularizing its members ; 
and in trying to be thankful for the mercies conferred on them 
and me.' At Washington, he observed a day of private thanks- 
giving and praise. < S(»ne portions of it, (he says,) were veiy 
precious to me. In my devotions, I felt a sweet reliance oa 
God ior direction. Here I came by his direction ; and now I 
waited his will respecting what it was my duty &rther to do. 
Think if I was ever willing to be under Divine guidance in 
any case, I was in this. Trust God will condescend to open 
the path of duty, and help me to walk in it' 

He remained in Washington and the immediate vieinttjT) 
fr(«n the first to the nineteenth of December, presenting his 
object to different p^^ons, a number of whom patronized it. 
Among the most liberal of these, was Hon. J. Q. Adam& 
At Alexandria, he spent a week, and received a few dona* 
tions. 

In Richmond, which he reached the 18th of January, he 
visited a church, nearly finished, standing on the site of the 
tlieatre which was burnt not long before, in which about one 
hundred and fifty persons perished. The hemes and the ashes 
of the unhappy st^erers had been collected and buried, and a 
monument erected over them in the fit>nt porch of the bnild- 
^@9 giving to the edifice the name of < Monument Church.' 

Here he found an agent soliciting aid for < the College at 



WtAingtcn ;* and he passed on. In North CSanlina Htfi 
Fresbytateis wei« engaged in endowii^ a ][^PQfe8goiriap aft 
BrinoeCon. This greatly discowaged hiaa. Bat, leeemni^ 
some eneouiBgenMnt in the vicimty of QaricsriBe, and eae^ 
flsitthig the matt^ to God, he determkied to {nooeed. 

At Raleigh, where some soooess attended his agen^, he 
was cheered by finding scnne fruit of previous labor in a man 
fiom Bnmswick, Me., irbo ssad he was ik^t 'broo^ to see 
Inmself a sinner, by hearing him pteadi in New Meadow% 
ftmn the text,«£6Gape fi>r thy ^s." <Oh,what a meny 
{he says) If God ehoiM make me an inslrameBt of faringing 
any sonls to heaven.' 

£verywh^^ as he ptooeeded, he was treated with the 
greatest kindness and hospltaiity, and received sobm private 
and pnWe mamlestalions frf* intoiest in the object of his agei>> 
ey, dmog^ fat less than he ooold have desiied. Early in 
March, he reached Charleston, S. C. Here, at first, his soo- 
eess was so limited as qmte to dishearten him. But he looked 
to his eastMnary soaree of guidance mid help. * Awake aev^ 
end times in the night, (he *sEys,) and had some distressing 
feeliag?, thinking I was so &r ftaai home, and the time was 
io fiir gone, and I was d<mig so fitde fiir soids or for die ]»> 
adtution. Cried to God to help me. Besought him toheg 
lor me.' A few days after this, he eays again, ^ Beson^ 
God almost to an agony, to h^p me. Blessed be Godftr the 
privil^e of casting every burden upon him. Oh, what a 
fiivflege it is to have a God to go to, and ease the burdened 
tnSnd. Oh, that God would hear me, and make me instm- 
mental of good to some souls, that I may meet them in hear 
ven.' Some unesqpected snocess in the object of his agency, 
eoon after this, in a pobfic oontriboti<Hi and personal donations, 
was received with thank^ving to a prayer-hearing God. 

And h^e we may remark, that during the whole of this 
-tear, his auiety to be an instrmnent of good to souls, was not 
less than to succeed in the object of ys agency. Una was 
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eyetywhere manifefit, by Ins emlmdng oyp o r tuui tieg to preach 
and eonreraey and by the forency with which these and oti»er 
reOgioiis duties weie perfiMmed. While at ChaiiestoD, beside 
fneadung at &heT tmiesy he preai^ed on boaid a Padi^et be- 
longing to a line between Uiat place and liverpool ; and od 
the morning of the following Sabbath, at the Mariner^s 
Ohnrdbi. 

In conseqaence of a toappointment in a passage by water 
horaewani, wMdi occasioned a little dday, he visited John's 
and Edisto Ishoids, whidi lie southwest of Charlestcm, and 
are fonned by inland channels of water. This was, howev^, 
kindly ordered ; for, had he left at the time he intended, he 
would have failed of some patrcMiage, on these Islands and at 
Charleston, whidi was worth the detention. And, from the 
character of his labors during the time, there is reason to 
hope that another day will disclose the aoecxnplishmaiit of 
^i^r good. 

On the tenth of April, he embarked fiir Baltimore. After 
eDtering Chesapeake Bay, they and oih^ vessels were wind- 
bound, in a little harbcHr, for a number of days. Here he at- 
tended itke funeral of a man who had been killed by lightning, 
•on board the brig Olive of Wiscasset, who was carried ashore 
and buried. On the following Sabbath, as they were still 
detained, he collected a congregation on board that vessel, and 
^ideavored to improve the solemn providence, by preaching 
from Matt 24: 44, ^ Be ye also ready.** 

In Baltimore, where he spent a few days, his agency was 
now attended with encouraging success. Here, he received a 
Kne from a Mr. M. G., whom he had never seen, requesting 
an interview, and enclosing twenty dollars as a present to 
himself. This was unexpected; and he retired, and conse- 
crated it to the Lord. 

At Philadelphia, he attended the meeting of the General 
Assembly ; and there, and at other places m the^ n^hbor* 
hood, collected something. 
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On coming to New Ycnkyhe says, ^Things look rattier cBs- 
oonraging, there have been so many calls lately. But com- 
mitted all to Grod, and think I exercised some fidth that I 
should not be sent empty away.' Two or three days after this, 
be had some unexpected success. An incident here occurred, 
which must have been very grateful to his feelings. Ckxtting 
out of Dr. Spring's church, (for whom he had preached one 
Sabbath afternoon,) a gentleman and lady accosted ban, who 
sfdd that diey had heard him at E. Greenwich, B. L, and the 
latter of whom hoped that his preaching was blessed to her 
soul. 

At Boston, he supplied Dr. Jenks again, at his MissiQii 
House, and preached in * The Befuge,' an institution then ex- 
isting for the reception of females from houses ci ill-fiune, 
who wished to reform, and where it was hoped that two or 
tiiree had recently become truly penitent 

He reached home June 25th, after an absence of eig^t 
months, and records the Divine goodness, and a sense of his 
obligations. 

The success of this ag^Msy, though not as great as eould 
have been desired, was sufficient to justify the expense and 
trouble of performing it The public mind had had less op- 
portunity than since to be awaked to the importance of 
endowing such instituticms. Bangor Theological Seminary 
was then a light just struck up in a remote and comparatively 
dsLrk comer of the Union, too feeble and flickering to be seen 
afar or attract much notice. The experiment was a doubtftd. 
one ; and its expediency was questioned by not a few good 
men within its own State. The effects of his agency, how- 
ever, as a preparatory measmre, pointing the eyes of the pious 
to the object which he placed before them, might have been 
more important and valuable in various ways, than the spe- 
cific amount collected. It is pleasing also to see that a no- 
tice reached him in September, of the appropriation of two 
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hmdred dollan by a LadieB' Sodely in Chaiteslon, S. O^ 
<to the Maine Charity Sdiool;' whidi muit he added la 
what he had peisoiially ocrflecled, as the iwnwdiate lesdt of 
hiff ageiK^. 

Near the hegioning of 182S, he reoeived a pressfaig re* 
quest from Bev. Hr. Holt^ of Bloomfield^ to aid hkn Id a gea<r 
ton of spedai interest anxmg his people. He went and BpexA 
a ahort time yiaitingy eoaveraing, piayin^ and preaching 
nith his aoeiistomed activity and dihgeaoe ; and he appean 
to have felt much Migaged in Ids own mind. Wefindtwo^ 
a few weeks afterwards^ ascribing their conversion to his is* 
aferuipentaHty. During the time, he att^ided a Ckuch Fast 
ibft Nonidgewock, and virited and lectured some there. He 
spealES also of anumherof instances <^ hope in New Sharon; 
andaoon after, he mentions some seriousness in W^ whesa 
he spent a solemn Sabbath. A number of Jiis hearen vera 
in tears. A doud of mercj seems to have been hovering 
ov^er the re^on. A nuad^er of ehildren and youth in the 
south part of Chesterville, were awakened and bronght to 
embrace the Saviour. On aoooont of the tenderness of their 
years, and thor habl^^ss to be fympathetjcally afTeeledy 
be feared; and yet he hqped respecting ihem. Aiewmonthi 
after, <hree of these and one o^r, the oldest about thirteen 
years of age and the youngest eif^t, offered thooaselves to the 
(%urch, and gave such evidence as would sot allow of thehr 
being rejected. Tim youngest being referred to the few years 
iriie had Uved in the woM, and a^ed if «he thought hersdf 
llie greatest sinner that ever was ; taught hj the Spirit, made 
^ excellent reply : ' I dcm't know who could be greater, ar«' 
AShct a siatable probation, with two others, they were re- 
eled to the Church. The one above notioedt afiierwarda 
beosme Ihe wife of a worthy and use&d Minister ; * and after 
ifflkig the impcNTtant station with great «Qoqptaaoe for a few 
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y^eaiB, departed to lier rest above, deservedly b^ved, and 
deeply lameated. 

Tke ni^t after their reoeptioii to the Church, their aged 
aad anxious Pastor says, * Awoke a while after midnight^ and 
had mj mind mudi exercised about the children we had tgt 
oeived to the Church. Laid awhile, and thought what a 
wound it would give to the cause of religion, if, by and by, 
they diould apostatize.* Rose and retired, and wrestled 
with God ibr them, that the Grood Shepherd would preserve 
them from falling, and keep them near to lumself. Pleaded 
to an agony for the conversion of souls among us.' 

The following shows his attachment to the Wednesday ev^ 
ning prayer meeting he was instrumental in establishing, and 
which we have frequency seen him so careful to attend. 
His horse and waggon were kaned, and did not return as he 
expected. He had been hard at work, but left off in season 
for the meeting. ^I set out on foot, (he says), but feeling 
very tired, and not able to walk so far and back, I turned 
aside into the wood, and had a prayei>meeting alone ; and it 
was a good season.' How happy would it be if more of his 
delight in prayer and love to prayer-meetings, were posses* 
sed by the Church generally. 

About this time the County C<mference system began to go 
into operation. On the twenty-ninth of October, in oonnee? 
tion with a meeting of the Ministerial Assodation, the Ken* 
nebeck Conference of Churches was formed at Winthrop. 
Previous arrangements had been made, so that after adopt* 
ing a Constitution, a regular meeting of the. body was held. 
This ■ occurred on the following day. He preached firom 
Zech. 12: 10, ^And I will pour upon the house of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, a spirit of grace and 
supplication ; " etc The Report on the State of the Churches 
was presented by Dr. Gillet, and the Lord's Supper was ad- 

* Their cases had becomQ quite a matter of notoriety. 



niniBlerad. This year afao^ we fiml the tet notiee in fate 
diwy <^ the Conoert ai Prajer for Gc^kges, whieh he apeahs 
ef as being attended to in aooordanoe with a notiee given in 
the Boston Becoider some time previoos, and as being ie» 
quested to be observed with fiutang. 

B& dder Gfaildien were now scattered from him; and this, 
together with ike pardcnlar positi<m of some things in his 
woiWy afiairsy bcoi:^ht upon him at this time, an nnoommoo 
amount of care and labor. He found it needful to superin» 
tsad the aooomplishment of some thii^s, and to do others 
with his own hands, which he wouM gladiy have avoided. 
This he lamented as diverting him, m a measure, from the 
great work of the Ministiy, and sometimes unfitting him for 
its duties. At one time, afber enumerating a number of 
things, which, within a certain time, he had been enaUed t» 
aecomplish, he says, < But sometimes, when I reflect how the 
unpcMTtant duties of my office as a Minister <^ the Ciospd are 
tieg^ected or poorly performed, particularly visiting the flodk ; 
and &at I have shortly to give an account to God di mfi 
Stowardship, I groan under it, and am ready to cry,'< €rod be 
merciful to me,a sinner!" Qh, that things may be so ordered 
that this weight of worldly cares and labors may be so toicea 
off, that I may fulfil the duties of my ministerial cfaazige so 
as, at least, not to feel a guilty conscience. This is my 
prayer, and I hope God ^dil answer it^' The fi^owmg ex^ 
tfacts show what trouble to him arose sometimes from tfaia 
souree, and what a struggle he maintained. Sabbath morning, 
< Found my mind vexed with worldly thoughts, notwithstand* 
mg my supplications last evening. Cried to God rq>eatedly 
in secret^ to deliver me, and help me in the services of the 
day« Preached from 1 John 3 : 16, and enjoyed a soienm and 
interesting season. In the time of intermission, the world 
beset me again. This was grievous, as I though I had been 
sweetly delivered from it Cried again to God in secret, for 
help, and think I got some nearaess to him; but had not the 
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Hfe and solemnity wHcb I enjoyed in Hie forenoon. Fell 
nBhamed of myself; and wh«i I came down and sat at the 
Communion^ before the exercises oomm^iioedy I thought with 
myseli^ how can I come to the table of the Lord in sach a 
barren frame ? But while meditating^ and in the beginning 
of the servicey my soul was sweetly relieyed, and my affec- 
tions flowed out toward my crucified Saviour, and I had a 
yery oom£>rtable season.' It is not in vain to fray. Another 
time, on Saturday, he had been much pressed with worldly 
eares. < Tried to ask God for assistance at sunset, notwitlH 
standing my woridly attentions, but feared that I had pre- 
sumed too far, and found not much nearness in prayer.' The 
next morning, * Hope I obtained some nearness to God in 
prayer, but worldly thoughts obtruded in the seasons of de- 
votion and at other times; for which I have reason to be 
humbled.' He, however, enjoyed the day and its services 
better than be expected. Again, a few weeks after this, on 
Saturday, going to fulfil a Sabbath appointment in a neigh* 
boring town, he says, ^ Vexed with worldly and worse 
thoughts on the way, which I tried to pray against. Had 
some desires toward God at sunset Oh, to be made holy T 
The next day, however, he had the privilege of recordingi 
< A solemn day.' 

Nor was a tendency to worldliness the onl]^ inward evil 
which he found it necessary to combat Sinftil passions were 
not yet entirely subdued. A disposition which was liable to 
feel the irritating effects of adverse occurrences, was not soft* 
ened into entire and uniform sweetness. And if the record 
introduced below, shows us that, like Paul when probably 
older in the Ministry than he was at this time, be found not 
himself to have attained or to have become perfect ; it shows 
that, like him, he was foUovnng after, if he might apprehend 
diat for wbich he was apprehended of Christ Jesus, and was 
pressing towards the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.* It should ako be instructive as 

* Phil. 3:12-14. 
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exhibi^g the proper and best means of treating and over- 
coming an evil of the kind. His wife had found a little hxHi 
one morning for an instance of carelessness which occasioned 
her some trouble. He says, < M7 spirits were discomposed, 
80 that I found it difficult to get into a proper frame for fam- 
jfy deyotions. It brought to mj recollection the lines : 

" Our lives tbroagh Tarious scenes are drawn, 
And yexed with trijiing cares." 

Felt ashamed of myself, and retired to try to humble my- 
self before Grod.' That he sought help against this unhappy 
propensity, the reader will of course understand. 

Near the close of the year some special religious interest 
existed in Wilton. Cases of anxiety occurred, and a few, of 
hope ; and, in addition to other labors performed there, he 
held a number of inquiry meetings. After an absence of a 
few months at a call of duty (which will soon be laid before 
the reader), he attended a conference there, of which he says, 
' Felt grieved that young converts were urged to * obey the 
I/yrd;^* not because I believed it wrong that they should 
obey the Lord, or be urged to it ; but because the will of the ' 
Lord was to be looked for in immediate impressions instead 

of the Bible. Talked some with Elder B about it, after 

meeting. I think there is great danger of persons under 
convictions getting comfort by surmounting the difficulty and 
speaking in meeting, and thinking they have done what the 
Lord would have them, and so resting upon their own doings,' 
There is painful reason to fear that multitudes are ruined in 
this way. Under awakenings, they are urged to * take up 
the cross ' and speak, and told that that is the way to obtain 
comfort and get into the liberty of the Grospel, They obey ; 
and the relief affi)rded to their feelings is mistaken for con- 
version. Like a meteor, they blaze for a moment, the ex- 

* Eise and speak. 
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citenieiit paaaes by, thej lay aside religious duties^ and live 
essentially as before, but cleaye to their hope, and live and 
die in their sins. Too much importance cannot be attached 
to the Saviour's declaration, ^ £ither make the tree good, 
and his £ruit good, or else make the tree corrupt and his fruit 
corrupt : for the tree is known by his fruit" 

The expediency or utility of keeping a diary, especially of 
particularly reoording one's religious exercises, has been* 
questioned. It has been said that < no one can keep a diary 
vrithout occasionally glancing out of his window' — L e., to 
fiee who will be likely to look at him. Others, however, -^ 
and not without some ground, — have reconunended the ex« 
erdse as a means of intellectual as well as moral culture. 
To the subject of this narrative, it was manifestly benefidaL 
Among other illustrations of this, take the following : It is 
given, too, on account of a reference to a historical £sict 
< Looked over my diary, to find the time of my conversion in 
1783 ; and, by examining dates, I think it must have beea 
on the thirtieth day of March, in that year, on the Sabbath 
at a Society meeting at Col. Dummer Sewall's, in Bathk 
Then it pleased Grod to give the last stroke to my refuges of 
lies, and bring me to submit^ without reserve, to him, as a 
Sovereign Grod. A few days aBerward, I got some evidence 
in a joyful view of Christ as ^ the end of the law f(»r right- 
eousness." Now forty years have elapsed; and what pro- 
gress have I made in the Christian race ? After ascertaining 
ibat fact, I looked over the record of some of my feelings 
about the time of my marrii^e, and while I was at work for 
Deacon Parker, of Greorgetown. This brought up many 
refreshing seasons which I had with him, and in hearing Mr. 
-£mers<»i preach, etc : and the thought that they, and many 
others, are now in eternity, brought a gloomy feeling over my 
mind for a time. By the review, it seemed as if I lived 
much nearer to God then than I do now. This gave rise to 

23 



hnmfliidng leileolioitt) and bioi^t mi Aetk to thellureBe 
of inere7 for qoidEeniii^ gnMse.' 

We ghre ooeaskmall j the use wludi he made of a text ni 
preaching. At a lecture one Sabbath erening) after having 
had a yety solenm day, he aaed the address of Christ to Ju- 
das^ ^ Friend, wherefore art tboa oome?" to inquire by what 
motiyee persons oaght not, and by what they ooght^ to be ac- 
mated in attending npon the worship of God. 

Toward the dose of Janoaxy, 1824^ he left on anodic 
i^ency for the * Maine Charity Schod.' The effint now was 
fo endow a professorship by raimg a subscription of tweiye 
tiiousand doHars. The field assigned him, was the region 
east of the Penobscot riyer. In this, it was wished to raise 
one4hird of the sum* He entored it the twenty-eeyentfa of 
January, and continued in it till the thirteenth of ApriL He 
tinted aU the principal towns on the seaboard, including Deer 
Isle, and goin^ as high up the St. Ooix as Calais. In some 
towns, his object was Uberafly patronised. The two whidi 
raised the largest sums were Machias and BlaehilL In the 
former, (inchidii^ wiiat is now four towns,) were pledged 
Somewhat more than five hundred and thirty dollars ; and in 
the latter, above five hundred and siscty. At some points, he 
found a disheartening reluctance ; and when he had asked In 
vain of men, would go and ask of God. His agency was, on 
the whole, suooes^uL Of the four thousand dollars, he secured 
three thousand seven hundred and sixtyHoine, and a lot of 
land on condition of paying the taxes then due. Could he 
have devoted a little more time, and visited a few oth^ points 
in his field, the amount desired would probably have been 
secured, aside fiom the land. 

Conneicted widi tiie duties of his agency, was his usual un- 
remitting attention to the wd&re of souls. Lecturing, con- 
versing, prayings calling upon the side and the afflicted, and 
lookingafter the state of the chnrtobss, filled up the nooks and 
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oomers of time notrequisite to bd devoted to the dl»ject of 
his joornej. We find huD, doring the exereises of the Sab* 
bath, longing f(»* the salvation of fiools ; on Monday, oonvers* 
ing with the numerous circle of children where he had spent 
the night, and feeling much for their souls in £unilj worship ; 
and preaching twice during the day as he advanced. Afier 
enjoying much freedom and solemnity in these lectures, we 
hear him saying : ' I felt last evening, that the seasons of the 

4 

aflemoon and evening were the most like old times, when the 
Spirit of God attended my preaching, of any thing I have 
felt for a long time. Felt very happy in mind ; and thoughti 
If such seasons are peculiar to traveliixig about, I should 1^ 
fd travel all the time.' This was at Dennysville, where the 
reader will recc^ect that he enjoyed special manifestatioai 
0f the Divine presence and blessing some twenty jesata before. 
A few days previous to this, he put up in a £unily in Calais, 
the lady of which regarded him as the means of her conver* 
aion about the time just referred to. Of this, he says : ^ Oh, 
what a mercy, if I should have one for the crown <^ my 
rejoicing in the day of the Juosd Jesus 1 Oh, to be instru* 
mental of more conversions, — to be fruitful in old age I ' 

At Eastport, he found the Congregadcmal Church in a low 
state. In ccmsequence of deaths or removals, only two male 
members remained. With these, he gathered a few other 
Congregational professors in the place, and held a ccmference 
meeting ; and on the Sabbath, preached and administered to 
them the Jjord^s Supper. 

To the chapter of incidents during this journey, it may not 
be amiss to add, that on the morning of April 13th, before he 
arose, the hearing of his lefl ear, which had been almost en- 
tirely suppressed since the previous July,, was suddenly 
restored. 

The friends of seamen in Portland, being desirous to do 
something for the moral and religious benefit of itiai, long- 
neglected class, had applied to him to come and labor among 
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them there fer the season. After a hriet stay at home^ he 
entered upon the duties of this new q>here of action on the 
rixteenth of Maj. A loft had heen fitted np on Ingrabam*s 
whar^ where he was to preach. He had been among the 
eariiest Congregational missionaries in his native State, and 
now he became the first Seamen's Preacher in it. The date 
above spedfied designates the first Sabbath of these labors. 
The evening previous, he sajs, ^ Felt^ that I was in a new 
sphere, and knew not how to demean mjsel£ Besonght God 
to direct, assist, and bless me in this new department of labor 
to which he had called me.' His introduction to his new 
congregation was in a discourse from Ps, 95 : 5, 6^ *^ The sea 
is his, and he made it ; and his hands fimned the dry land. 
O, come, let us worship and bow down ; let us kneel before 
&e Lord our Maker." More attended than he expected; 
and he enjoyed a solemn season. In the afternoon, he 
preached from Isa. 60 : 5, ^ Then thou shalt see, and fiow 
together, and thy heart shall be enlarged ; because the abun- 
dance of the sea shall be converted unto thee." 

Before complying with the request to enter this important 
field, he entreated direction from Grod, and besought him < to 
send a Hahetis Chrptis and stop him, if it was wrong for him 
to go ; but if it was right, that his presence might go with 
him.' And thrice while here, he obtained the key of the loft, 
and went in and turned it upon himself, and spent from six to 
nine hours each day in fasting and prayer. The record of 
one of these we will give : ' Found much nearness to God in 
]X>uring out my soul before him in confessions of sin and im- 
ploring pardon. Asked it outright for all, at one sweeping 
stroke, without the least reference to anything I had done or 
hoped to do ; for I had nothing to bring, being a poor hmikrupt 
sinner. Asked wholly on account of the aU-^xtoning Mood of 
Christ. Besought sanctification and strength against inbred 
corruptions, — that I may be enabled to deny myself, and get 
the mastery over all my spiritual foes, etc Enjoyed much 
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freedom, and sent up ardent cries to Grod for mj wife and 
children, — that those who profess religion maj be spiritual 
and heayenly-minded ; that none of them maj apostatize; 
that they maj train up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, and maj inherit all the blessings of 
the covenant of grace ; and that Grod will bestow his grace 
upon those who do not profess, and fit them for his kingdom. 
Thinking of the children who have been taken from me bj 
death, the thought struck me very forcibly. May be I shall 
meet them all in heaven, and that their infant voices will for- 
ever mingle with mine, and all the holy throng, in praising 
Grod to all eternity. The thought of its being possible kin- 
dled up indescribable feelings in my soul for a while. 0, 
what will heaven be to the redeemed ! Closed with thanks- 
giving.' 

His congregation embraced some from families in the plao^ 
as every meeting for seamen should. The attendance appears 
to have been in general good, and sometimes fulL Those 
who preach to seamen, almost literally cast their bread upon 
the water. The changing nature of their congregations pre- 
vents them, in great measure, from witnessing the immediate 
effects of their labor. They sow the seed, and have in gen- 
eral to await the developments of a future day to know 
whether k springs or fails. A few cases of awakening occur- 
red during the season ; but he has recorded only one instance 
of hope. Possibly, a record of conversions might have been 
made by Him whose eye traces the effects produced by his 
own institutions. Angels might have looked upon it, and 
rejoiced. But the agents employed in the work enjoyed not 
the high privilege. Special religious interest appears to have 
existed in the place, (now dty;) and on one occasion, we 
find him conversing with a number of anxious youth, who 
convened for the purpose. 

His active habits would lead us to anticipate that his Sab- 
bath labors would not be confined to two services in the lofi;. 

23* 
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Unifonnlj he had a third meeting, and sometimes a foui-th. 
He gave a number of Sabbath evening lectures in the Third 
Meeting-house ; a few in Cape Elizabeth, Westbrook, and 
Fahnouth; but most in the Second Parish Church. In the 
latter, owing probably to a special interest and Dr. Pajson's 
needing assistance, he preached eleven times. More than 
<mce he had a third service at Westbrook, and preached again 
in the city in the evening. On the morning after one of these 
Sabbaths, he says, ^ How do I know that my motives are right 
in trying to do so much ? And if they are wrong, all is, one 
way or other, to gratify self. How many ways I may be 
guilty of not practising self-denial. Oh, to be purified ! So I 
often preach and wish ; but if self-denial does not follow, what 
sincerity is there in my prayers ? ' During the latter part 
of the season, his third service was. in the almshouse. He 
also gave a few weekly lectures there, and at various other 
places in the city and neighborhood. 

Excepting three Sabbaths in the summer, and two in the 
autumn, (and for these, or a part of them, he hired a supply,) 
he continued his labors for seamen to the middle of December. 
During the time, he attended a number of County Confer- 
ences. At one of these at Kennebunk-port, he tarried with a 

Mr. J i who, with his wife, ascribed their conversion to a 

sermon he preached some years before. On the fifteenth of 
September, he attended the ordination of his son-in-law, 
Chapman, at Bristol ; and on the third of November, that of 
the writer at New Castle. To the former he gave the charge ; 
and on the latter he laid the consecrating hand. 

After closing his labors at Portland, by uigent request he 
spent a few days with Rev. Mr. Walker of Paris, who was 
enjoying a revival among his people. 

A quotation or two from his diary will dose our sketch 
for the year. At Portland, ' Such a sense of my sinfulness 
came upon me, that I felt unfit for any duty. Thought of 
not going to the meeting at the Conference Room ; but finaHj 
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went Being requested to take a part, I read the seventh of 
Kom., and commented, and prayed. Enjoyed great freedom. 
How inexpressibly kind is our gracious God ! Oh, that his 
kindness may not make me think less of my sin, but more of 
its odiousness.' Sabbath, < Think the seasons of worship this 
morning were in a measure comfortable, except one season 
of wandering thoughts in the time of prayer, which was fol- 
lowed by painful emotions.^ Oh, this body of death! shall I 
ever be delivered ? ' The following is a little amusing ; but 
it shows his propensity to seize upon incidents,' and the readi- 
ness with which he improved them. It occurred after he 
returned home. < Attended prayer-meeting at the school- 
house. We had but one candle. I read the hymn, 

" How heayy is the night 
That hangs upon our eyes.' 

and was just about to sing, when, by an inadvertent crowding 
up of the shover of the candlestick which was in my hand, 
the candle fell on the floor and was put out. The fire having 
gone out in the stove, it could not be lighted. The incident 
gave rise to a number of remarks, and I closed with prayer, 
in Utercd darkness, but I trust not altogether in spiritual ; and 
my prayer was, 0, that the Ught of Israel in this place nuxy 
not be put out in total darkness I ' 

Toward the dose of 1824, one case of hopeful conversion 
occurred. At the commencement of 1825, some special at- 
tention existed ; and the first day of the year was observed 
as a season of social fasting and prayer for the outpouring of 
the Spirit The following extract exhibits his feelings under 
these circumstances : < In secret, last evening and this morn- 
ing, I besought Grod to be made useful in this reformation, 
though I am a poor, old, worn-out, unworthy thing — that Grod 
would be gracious, and glorify himself, and plead the cause of 
his own truth.' He held a number of inquiry meetings. 
Several were anxious ; but the impressicxis of most seem to 
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have subsided. One whose hope had heen revived, soon after' 
united with another denomination ; and an entrance which he 
made on the occasion, while it shows his humility, exhibits 
also the kindness of his feelings towards other Christian sects. 
<In secret besought Grod to give us some additions to our 
ehurch, if it was not till after the other orders were served—-- 
if it was only the gleanings of the vintage.' Of this request 
he afterwards thought on receiving two to the little church of 
which he was pastor. A few weeks onward, four more were 
added. 

He had been again requested to labor among seamen, at 
Portland, for the season. Before leaving home he observed 
a day of private fasting and prayer. A loose slip of paper, 
which happens to remain in his diary, gives us the plan of the 
exercises of the day which he sketched the day previous, and 
doubtless followed. < Confess original sin, as the fountain and 
support of all actual ; se^ pardon for all, through the all^ 
atcming righteousness of Christ ; confess imperfections in the 
work of the ministry, and beg pardon; devote myself, soul 
and body, to God in this work, and implore success ; Divine 
presence and blessing to ^ with me to Portland, or, that my 
going may be prevented ; Church in this place, its discipline 
purity, — a blessing on the means it enjoys, while I am ab- 
sent; Church generally; various charitable institutions for 
her benefit ; Colleges, and seminaries of learning ; Political 
interests of this country, and this State in particular ; My 
fiunOy, its temporal and spiritual interests.' Of the manner 
in which he enjoyed the day, he says, < I think God helped 
me to plead with importunity for many things. Trust he 
heard, and will be gracious. Felt a quiet resting upon his 
Omnipotent arm.' 

To supply his place at Chesterville, the ministrations of 
Mr. Underwood, who was preaching at New Sharon, were 
secured for a portion oi the time. He resumed his labors 
mmong seamen in Pordand on the 8th of May. He preached 
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m the Loft twice each Sabbath, and generally gave a lecturer 
at the Almshouse for a third serrice. In a few instances he 
did more. In one instance we find him preaching at the La^ 
then at the Almshouse, and then at the third parish meeting* 
house. At another, we find him attending a funeral imme* 
diateiy afler his usual services at the Lofl ; then preaching 
at the Almshouse ; then giving a lecture at upper Presump- 
scot bridge in Fahnouth; and then riding into the city ther 
next morning before breakfast Twice he preached at Fort 
Burrows, on Sabbath morning, before his usual services at the 
Lofl;, and then at the Almshouse a^rward; and on the latter 
<^ these Sabbaths he went from the Almshouse to Woodford'^ 
comer in Westbrook, and gave a lecture, — making &ve ser-. 
mons, with all the accompanying devotional exercises in one 
day; — and he doubtless sung every tim^ singing was per^, 
fi>rmed. At noon^ on this day, he also visited and praye<^ 
with a sick friend. 

During most of this season, he gave a week-day lecture at 
the Almshouse ; and, for a considerable portion of it, another 
to the colored people. As was usual, also, he preached vari* 
ous lectures in the neighboring towns, and gave occasional aid 
to the ministers in the diy. 

During this season, and the last, much sickness appears to 
have prevailed in Portland. Those who were thus afflicted 
enjoyed his sympathies, and shai*ed largely in his attentions. 
Frequently he was at their bed-sides with his counsels and 
his prayers ; and for some who were needy, he interested him- 
self in procuring the little comforts which their circumstances 
required. In these visits he was tender and discreet — faith- 
ful on the one hand, and kind and soothing on the other ; not 
wearying the sids. with tedious calls, or long and loud conver- 
sations, or prayers. In how many instances these were angel- 
visits, we. know not; in one, at least, this appears to have 
been the case. The facts we have from the person ooncemedy 
a g^itleman of high standing in the legal profession. He 
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had been a professor of reli^on for some years ; but not ia 
such an active exercise of the Christian graces as to feel la 
readiness when he saw the grim messenger approaching. H6 
had been sick some time, and his life hong in doubt For 
about three days and nights in succession he had enjoyed no 
aleep, and was tossing about in wildness and delirium. He 
fancied, that with a multitude of men, women, and children, 
he had embalmed on board a large ship ; that a terrible tem* 
pest had broken the vessel to pieces ; that himsell^ the only 
tSurvivor, pelted by a pitiless storm, and driven by the furioaa 
blajst, was dinging with desperation to a single plank, expecting 
every moment to be his last. In this condition, all his previ- 
ous actions, words, and thou^ts seemed to pass in review b^ 
fyre him ; and he felt unprepared for his final account Just 
at this juncture, our missionary took his seat by his side, and 
asked him if he rested his hope of salvation on Jesus Christi 
and on him alone. The question touched a chord whicb 
needed to be struck. It called his agitated thoughts to the 
sinner's only resting place ; and after a short pause, he gav^ 
substantially, an affirmative reply. He seemed instantiy re- 
moved from his peril, and, with a sense of forgiveness inex* 
pressibly sweet, to stand in the presence of the Savi0ar« 
redeemed from sin and purified by his blood. He was unoonr 
sdous of the visit, and supposed that (he question was put to 
him from heaven ; and this mistake he would probably have 
continued to cherish, if his wife, who was present and remem* 
bered the questi(»i, had not given him afterward the fact for 
the fancy. In a few moments he fell into a quiet sleqp, and 
from that hour began to amend ; and he has ever since re* 
garded that visit as the means of saving his life. It was also 
blessed as a means of conferring an important spiritual bene* 
fit ; for he rose fit>m that sickness with an elevation of comfiict 
and happiness in religion which he retained for months and 
years afterward, — and the savor of it will probably never be 
k»t from his character. The power of the Gospel of Cluisty 
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ondeyea cf hk very nune, tasoodie Hie reveries of delmam, 
la probably yet to be learned : and the above fact should oo^ 
rect tbe unhappy mi^ake, that the messengers of reconcUia- 
tioB are never to be admitted to the presence of those in whom 
sickness has overpowered reason. From jiididous Qunistrfr- 
tions of religion nothing is to be feared, and much is to be 
hoped. 

The following incident, shows how deeply he sometimes felt 
for the sick. The pers<m had been ill for many months; 
flometimes c(»nfortable ; at others, more ill. At first he ap- 
peared thoughtless about his soul ; at length he became serious 
and anxious. The subject of this narrative had often coii- 
versed and prayed with him, and furnished him with impro- 
priate tracts. Calling one day, and finding him worse, h# 
says: < I asked him how it was with his souL He shook his 
head, and, weeping, said, < I don't know,' and seemed to be 
in great distress. I felt for him exceedingly, and in prayer 
had a wee|Mng time. Oh, that Grod would show him mercy I 
Betumed to my lodgings, and spent some time pleadii^ for 
l^m in my chamber.' 

He had oft^ as he saw years rolling by, entreated to be 
made an instrum^it of the conversion of sinners. Perhaps 
it was in answer to these requests, that the following ocearred. 
Bev. Greorge Campbell, who was laboring at B^widc, in the 
midst of an interesting revival, requested an exchange of 
desks and labors for some twelve days. With a measure of 
T^nctance, he consented. There he preached to crowded and 
solemn assemblies on the Sabbath and on week days ; and 
almost constantly occufHed himself, when out <^ the desk, in 
visiting, conversation, and prayer. And it cannot be doubted 
Uiat his experience, and the ferv^Msy of his piety and his 
si^plicaticms, rendered him highly useful at this interest- 
ing time. While there, he ran over to Somersworth and 
Dover, N. H., in the former of which places, some spedal at- 
tention existed. 
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He had IkUe more tium retnnied frran Berwi^ wImsb 
heayj ti^ngs reached him. On the nineteenth oi Septem- 
ber, he reoeived intelligenoe of the sodden death of his 
daogfater Mary, wife of Rev. N. Chapman^ of Bristol, which 
occurred two days previous ; with a request to hasten to her 
foneraL The suddenness of the event, and the circumstan- 
oes under which it occurred, rendered it peculiarly trying to 
his feelings. He made his arrangements to leave, and retired 
about eleven o'clock ; but the painful event deprived him en- 
tirely of sleep. The next evening found him shedding the 
tears of parental grief over the remains of his much loved 
daughter. The day following, she was buried. His feelings 
on the occasion, he thus expresses : ' Saw the remains of dear 
Mary placed in the grave beside her little Thurston.* Thus 
has closed the earthly course of another of my dear diildreo» 
God is righteous. Since she entertained a hope^ she has ex^ 
emplified the reality of her religion ; and since she has be^i 
ia minister's wife, she has manifesdy grown in grace,, and ap- 
peared more and more fitted for the station in which God had 
placed her. Peace, my daughter, to thy sleeping dust, and 
peace to thy little babes, till. Christ recaUs his friends from 
the grave I ' Ihertf ward of the above brief tribute to her 
memory, was due ; and with the strictest propriety he could 
say, ^ Oh, that all my children would exhibit as good evid^ioe 
of grace as dear Mary lias. Then I should have no doubt 
of their meeting her in glory.' The next day he says, ' Afi^ 
a weeping time in morning devotions, Mr. C. and I took a 
walk to her grave, and spent the rest of the forenooa convers- 
ing about her, sometimes mourning her eariy death, and some* 
times rejoicing that she had done so much £>r God in her 
short life, and had so soon got home.' The next Sabbath, he 
supplied his afflicted son-in-law ; and adapted the forenoon 



* A lovely son of foarteen months, whom she lost nearly a year 
before. 
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discourse to the melancholy occurrence. The occasion stirred 
up the remembrance^ and prompted the effiision : < How often 
has she joined her sweet voice with ours in family, social, and 
pubKc worship ; now she is praising in more exalted strains. 
Keep thy station, happy spirit, among the blessed! We 
would not wish thee back again in this world of trouble, sin, 
and darkness. Stay in the blest mansions above, till we join 
thy company, which we hope to do through the abundant 
mercy of God in Christ.' He then returned to his labors in 
Portland. 

The reader perhaps may wonder why, neither the last 
season nor this, he finds him holding prayer meetings with 
seamen. The difficulty appears to have been the want of a 
saitable place. For some unexplained reason (perhaps for 
want of the payment of sufficient rent), he was not able to 
obtain the use of the Loft for this purpose, till the 8th of 
the present October. We then find the following entry in his 
diary : * Got leave to hold prayer meetings in the Bethel 
Loft, which is what I have been wanting all ak)ng from the 
first' He then established such a meeting, and mamtained 
it) till his labors here closed; which was on the twentieth of 
November. On the afternoon of that day, he took a solemn 
leave of Ids congregation, in a discourse from the words, ^ And 
the sea gave up the dead which were in it ; and death and 
hell delivered up the dead which were in them ; and they 
were judged every man according to their works." He did 
the same at the Almshouse, from 1 Cor. 6: 9, 10, ^ Know ye 
not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God ? " etc. He then preached in the evening, at the Third 
Parish Meeting-house, from the text, ^ He hath done all 
things well." In this, he probably had reference to the feet 
that a church had been organized to worship in that house, 
instead of the one which he had cmce gathered there ; and that, 
within a fortnight previous, he had assisted in placing a Pas- 

24 
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tor over it,* widi die pioqMel of its permanently enjoyiog 
Ae preadung and ordmanoea of the GospeL 

* Bev. CSharies Jenkint, ordained Not. 9th. The chnrch which h« 
gathered here in 1807, being soon deprived of its Pastor, Rev. N. S. & 
Beemaa, by dismission on account of ill-health, maintained its exist- 
ence for a time, and then united with the second. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

LABOBS AT MACHIAS AND 8EAR8POBT TS BEYlVALd.— At 
FBANCONIA, N. H. — IN DIFPERENT BETIYALS. — HIS B«- 
HAINING CHILDREN CONVERTED. 

He had acaroelj reached home, when he was called awaj 
in another directicm. A powerful reTival of religion existed 
fai Madiias and the hmnediate neighborhood^ and help was 
gready needed. A call in providence, which fix>m the dv- 
enmstances of the case was so kmd and pressing, he felt not at 
liberty to disregard. He anived Uiere about the middle of 
December, and continued till^the latter part of Febmarf. The 
revival appeaans to have been in progress for some time pre* 
vkms \ for, on the 8th of January, Bev. Mr. Jackson, whose 
labors were divided between Machias and East MachJas, re* 
eeived, at the former place, forty-two to the church* It ooih 
tinned, however, and he was pennitted to labor amidst the 
effusions of the Holy Spirit Her^ as in other places at sudi 
a time, he was constantly at work, in every directicm* Meet- 
ings for these converts were held by the pastor, a number of 
which he attended. And, either from the number of the anz« 
ions or some other cause, a meeting of inquiry was held, 
consisting of a few gentiemen rising of sixty years of age. 
With them he frequentiy met, and appeared deeply inter- 
ested for their salvation ; but the results he has not given. 

While he was here, an incident occurred which is thought 
to be worth noticing. A lady from Topsham had married a 
physician, who had settied in this place. Some pious friends 
in Topsham, knowing that he occasionally journeyed this way^ 
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had requested him to make her aoqoaintanoe, and look after 
her spiritual state. This he had d<Mie ; and now, {^ovidentialljy 
he spent a night in the fiunilj. Toward morning, being awaked, 
he retired to a neighboring bam, and spent considerable time 
in prayer. A few hours afterward he returned, and a son had 
been added to the family. In the morning devotions, he 
pleaded with great earnestness for the mother and the child. 
From that hour, that mother and the nurse, who was present, 
believed that the prayer would be answered in the conversion 
of the child. Years passed by ; and, while a student at Bruns- 
wick college, that son became hopefully pious. The writer, 
while supplying the desk in Machias a few sabbaths in the 
summer of 1847, was informed of the facts, and requested to 
look after the young man, who had been mostly absent for a 
number of years, but was then teaching in the village. He 
found him in a very interesting state of mind, with his foee 
to^reidthe ministry; and, a short time aaer,liad the satisfiHy 
fion of applying to him the baptunnal water, and of receiving 
Mm and his mother to the church. Thus the prayer was hope- 
fully answered to both the mother and the diild ; (and, if 
memory serves, none other of the fomily, at that time, had 
become pious;) and in the education of the latter and the 
choice of the profession to which, in spirit, he felt constrained; 
there is much reason to believe that specific petitions, pre* 
sented at the time, were granted. 

Of his last Sabbath here, which he spent at East Machias* 
he says: * In a solemn frame of mind this morning, in secret 
and family devotions. Longed for assistance to-day, as it was 
my last, and possibly the last opportunity I should have of 
speaking to the people here. Preached from Rev. 22 : 17, 
^ The Spirit and the bride say. Gome," ete^ and enjoyed de- 
sired freedom. In the afternoon, from Fs. 81: 12, <" So I gave 
them up," etc, and think I never had a more solemn season. 
Praised be the Lord. Felt, in some measure, as if I had cleared 
my soul from their blood.' 



• 

In psaittBg tlufough Frosp^el,* en lik vaj bome, he foimcl 
Bey. Mr. Thvintoii nod i^ genUtemaa wi^ hud oome to assist 
bim in aa interoeting end ^xtansiTe Tevivaly both bud bj* 
Sfpniie meetings had been disappointedi and the revival was al 
its height; and be was importiuied to t^ury, < Althoagh,(hQ 
sajs,) I had eoad^idedy if possiUe, to be at home this week » 
ysety seeing the fields white for the harvest, ai»d no one to put 
in the sidUe, I ogswluded^ with some rdnetanoei to stop over 
tb^ Sabbath, and perhaps the remainder of the weeli;.' lie 
tarried two Sabbaths instead of oae ; and, during ^e inters 
Tening tikney Uke one in eamest» he put ii^ the sickle with his 
might* What sheaves he reaped, we leave to be known here* 
^vfter. He reached h<Hne the 7th of March, quite ill hj a cold, 
but felt thankful that he had been sustained, amidst all the 
]abor which had con^e upon him, during his absence. 

The day after his return, Mr. Joseph Underwood was oiy 
dained at New Sharon ; but he was too ill to attend. The 
next day, Mr. Isaac Bogers was ordained at Farmingtonj 
and being some rested a^d relieved, he attended, and offered 
the consecrating prayer. And here he awakened no small in* 
terest by bringing out the &ct, which few in the assembly 
knewj that the person on whose head his hand was laid, was 
a descendant of the famous martyr of Smithfield ; and, by 
pouring out the fervor of his soul in earnest supplication to 
God, that the spirit of the ancestor might rest on the descend** 
ant, now set apart to the work of the holy ministry. 

On the twenty-third of March, he heard of the death of 
his brother-in-law, Eev. Samuel Sewall, at Rye, N. H., a 
week previous, whence he had gone from the Isle of Shoals, 
where he was laboring. This brought to his recollection many 
interesting things respecting the early religious history of the 
place ; the meetings which were then established ; the little 

* Now Searsport. 
24* 
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band of nz brediren,* hj wfaom they ^rere maintaiiied, (upon 
which his death was the first breach ;) and the sweet religions 
mteroonrse they then enjoyed; and it carried him to has 
knees in earnest supplication that the event might be sancti* 
Aed to him, to them, to the bereaTed fanuly, and to the chnrdi 
(^ God. On the Sabbath following, he endeavored to ini- 
prove the event in a disooorse from the words, ^ And Samu^ 
died," etc, in which he indulged in some reminiscences whkdi 
were deeply aflfecting to himself and a portion of his hear- 
ers. 

From his return, to the latter part of September, he la- 
bored in Chesterville and the vidnity. No eflfects particii- 

larly marked, attended his labors here. He however had 
the happiness of witnessing events which indicated the on- 
ward progress of ttie cause of Zion in the region. On the 
tenth of May, he was permitted to participate in the solemn 
nities of giving a Pastorf to the church in Madison. In 
Strong, God had blessed the labors of a licentiate, (Mr. ELar- 
dy ;) and he was called to officiate in receiving twelve mem- 
bers to the church, and administer the Lord's Supper. A 
few weeks aifter, (July 12th,) he assisted in placing this devoted, 
but short-lived servant of the Lord, over the church which 
had been so enlarged under his prefatory ministrations. 
Early in the spring, he had been requested to go and assist 
in an interesting work of grace in progress in Minot. With 
this request, he could not consistently comply. But on the 
fourteenth of June, at a meeting of the Cumberland Confer- 
ence of Churches there, he enjoyed the delightful solemnity 
of seeing sixty-four persons added to that household of faith. 

* Thomas and Abraham Darenport, John and William Bradbury, 
his brother, and himself. The last of these, Mr. J. Bradbury, sarviyed 
him abont a year. 

t Bev. Mr. Tueker. 
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Toward tlie doee of the year, he labored two and a half 
mcmths in Franoonia, N. H., and vicinitj. On entering upon 
ifais field, he breathed forth the earnest desires <^ his heart 
to God, in private supplication, that he might be enabled to 
gird on the harness afresh, and so direct the truth that it 
might become efiectuaL And though he does not reooird 
more than one case of hope which cam^e to his knowledge, he 
was the means of comforting and strengthening the people 
of God, and of receiving a few to the churches in Franconia 
and Bethlehem ; — and the final daj maj show that his re- 
quest was more largely granted.* After he had been here a 
few weeks, he found that the habit existed of working in the 
foundry on the Sabbath, at least as far as was necessary to 
exhaust a ^ blast" of iron which might be ready for moulding. 
He had not a sufficient knowledge of the business, to judge 
whether or not this was unavoidable. But he feared that 
sufficient pains were not taken to prevent the desecration of 
holy time ; and he felt much for the souls of those who thus 
apparently violated a Divine command, and were deprived of 
the instituted means of salvation ; and for the effects of this, 
on the habits, characters, and destinies of their &milies. The 
next day after learning the &ct, which was Sabbath, he went 
into the foundry in the mommg, and gave the foreman a 
couple of tracts to read. Toward night, he went in again, 
and collected as many of the workmen as he could find, and 
read part of a diapter, gave a short address, and prayed with 
them. On another Sabbath, he did the same ; and says, < I 
pitied them, and kinged for their salvation.' And yet again, 
when his engagements did not allow him time between the 
day and evening services of the Sabbath, he rose early, and 
went into the foundry, hoping he was in season for a brief 
religious exercise, before the casting commenced. But find- 
ing them just about to begin, he says, <I gave up praying 

* He afterwards speaks of a little reriTal here at this time. 
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1iMdlell^a«d retired into i^ahfld and pnyei^tl^^ Felt 
maoli i^feded widi their condition) and entreated God to dov 
viie Eome means to their repentaaoe and salvalioii.' Aaofthet 
jaBtanee of hia fid<ihfidnc6s, deaervee to benetieed^ Spending 

• Mght in a fiunily at Bethlehem, he feU deeply fin* the chiW 
dren in the 8ea8<Mi8 of worship. Observing in the evening 
^al a young man at work in a eooper'a shop^ was not caS^ 
in to prayer, he went out, and, finding him akme^ and not 
Idcdly to be disturbed, eonvttrsed and prayed with him, and 

* longed for his ccmversion then, and afterwards ia seei^ 
prayer/ 

One Sabbath, whOe here, he exchanged with Bev* S. B» 
Hall, of Gcxioord, V t. This appears to have been an inteiv 
esting day. Qf the evening, he says, 'Had a veiy solemn 
season. The room was crowded, and many were in tears. 
O, that the word might reach their hearts,' Toward the dose 
ef his mission, a number of things required his aittention, and 
hefoigot the < Monthly Concert,' which was then attended ^ 
Monday. This pained him much ; and he says, * Found t^ 
my sorrow, that yesterday was the first Monday in the montli^ 
and I entirely fi)igot the Concert of Prayer ! I wonder that 
I should forget it I Was it because I was so much taken up 
with arranging my tempcural concems? If it was tba^ or 
any other sinfiil cause, O Lord, forgive me. It woidd be betr 
ter for me to toget everything else, than to fi>rget I^f 9Wt$ 
and my dwty*^ Does not this fact furnish a useful hint to 
many? 

While here, he read the Memoir of Rev. Levi Parsons. 
The effect upon his mind he thus records : < It reproves my 
slu^ish course, to see myself so much out4cnie in ardcw of 
feeling and abundant succesfjtd labor ^ O, for more grace to 
do something for €vod and precious souls, before I quit the 
stage.' Again : < Finished Levi Earsons^i life. What a de- 
voted servant of Christ he was. He Uwd mueh^ and did 
mticA, in a short tioM. I hare ttved mope than dpnUe his 
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years; and what have I done for Christ and souk? Com- 
paratiTely nothuig ! O, to he qttidkened, hj this perusaly to 
more actiye service.* 

' On his way home, in Deeemher, he, spent a Sahbadi la 
Windham, where the pastor, Bev. Mr* Kellogg, had recentl j 
died* And it should increase a sense ci ohligatioii in the 
people of Grod there, isr what has since heen wrought in their 
behalf, to hear him saj of the eldest son of the deceased 
pastor, ' He is the only male member, save erne, left in the 
Congregaticmal Church here.' 

After spending a few Sabbaths at home in the banning 
of 1^27, he retamed to Franoonia in Febroaiy. Here and 
in the Tidnitj he labored through that mcmth and Mardi. 
He records nothing special as occurring; and we have no 
ofiier means of acquaintance wilh ti^e results. After another 
season at home, he returned and spent two more Sabbaths 
here in May. We pass this seascm with an extract or two 
fiom his diary. The first is <m the day of the Maine State 
F^t in ApriL * Had a solemn day ; think I was enabled to 
reach out after Grod in Christ, and by £uth anticipate ^ari* 
ons days to the Church, after Satan shall have done his^ ut- 
most And it was very comfiirting to exercise confidence- in 
Grod. His unshaken promises cannot be moved, though, hear 
yen and earth should pass away.' The Mlowing (a few 
weeks after), contains a useful hint: 'The seasons of famfly 
prayer have been comforting for several days. I find the 
portions of Scripture which I read in these seasons of wor- 
ship xiseM as a directory in prayer ; and when I can enter 
Into the spirit of the passage, I seldom fail of enjoying a 
comfortable nearness to God in prayer.' On his way to 
Franconia, in May, being impeded by a storm, he requested 
its mitigation that he might proceed, which was granted* 
Sabbath morning he says : < Pleaded earnestly with Grod, that, 
-as he had heard my prayer, and stayed the sUmn, so that I 
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■wM oome biflier, md alao^ aceeflpimg to mj raquest, senl ft 
pleaaaiit daj; he woidd hear parajor end Bend his SfMrit, net 
enlj to Bflsiet in the s^rioee of the daj, b«t to set home Ihe 
trnlJi upon flook, ao tfuit there BMty he moie wkneases iftised 
up hMe for Qed in comeqnenee of mj lebonk' Aft^ hftV* 
Ing enjoyed « solemn daj, he ssys : 'Walked out at twiUght 
to a distance where I could give scope to my feelmgB) and 
cty akmd to God. WneOed with him that this da/s work 
might not be het Have ranon to be thankM to the privi- 
lege of drawing near to Grod, and pleading for poor sinneraL 
I leave my requests with him. It may be that hereafter the 
trnth now sown may spring up and bear frnit This day 
(May 18th), makes just twenty-nine years since I was licensed 
to ]M«adi the Qospel-^fuwalf-fitne yean/ and whi^ hare I 
done for God and sods ? ' 

From Franconia he went to Boston, and attended the a»^ 
mrersaries. Early in April, he had been requested to assist 
Rev. Daniel Campbell in an mltt^esting work of gtace al 
Kennebonk. With this, he does not appear to have foh at 
Kberty at the time, to comply. But on his return from Bos- 
ton, he spent the month of June there, and labored with Ins 
aecni^Died activity and seaL On <xie of the Sabbaths whkh 
he spent here, an erent ooisonvd inmiediately previous to the 
third meelmg, wUdbi discomposed his mind, and rendered ft 
Bcedfoi to change his sulijeet. These circumstances some- 
what inteifored wi^ the enjoyment and solemnity of the oo> 
oasion ; and he foared that the influence on inquiring minds 
would be un&voiable. He retiree^ and ''in secret earaesiy 
besought God not to lay the blood of souls to my charge 
Entreated to an agony that God would bless his own truti^ 
independently of my feeUngs, and carry on lus own worit in 
spite of every hkidranoe, said sanctify such trials to my spii^ 
itualgood.' 

Soon after his rctom home he received a request to go and 
preach to seamen In Boston. Tills, on numy accounts would 



baiFe been pleaaant to bim} but, on aooonat of the duties 
which ha owed to his pastoral chai^ge^ he felt not at liberty to 
comply. Thioagh tibe seaecxi, and till aear the close of th^ 
jcwf) he labored in Chesterville and vaciiiity. We have be* 
ANt^ noticed his attachment to some of the peculiar doctrines 
fit r^elation. A record now occursi which, espedallj as it 
presents the effects upon his own mind, it may be well to in* 
tvoduca < Had a solemn aeaaon in fiunilj worship, attonding 
to the aooount (^ Haman's overthrow* The sovereigntj of 
God was deeply impressed on my mind. I love to have such 
am awful sense ai the infinite Digni^ and inccwuprehensible 
Wisdom, and Pettier of God in my mind. It helps mOp^ 
think, to come to him ,in some measure 9rigW The follow^ 
ing reminds us of the importanoe of striving to rise above 
duggishness in religion, and is &au|^t with eneoiiragemen^ 
to repeat the efiort when die olgect is not immediatoly at* 
tained. On Saturday evening he had felt rather duU in his 
mind; and Sabbath morning found him in the samf state. 
VTried to pray several times (he says), but could not feel* 
Got to the meeting^use a little before the time, and retired 
into ai wood near by, and tried to pray ; bi|t with little effect* 
On opening the meeting, however, my stopidity vanisbe4} 
and the spiritoaUty oi things wi^ realised* Spake from Bey. 
3: 1*6, which was given i^e afew days previous by a Chria^ 
tian friepd ; and I scarcely ever e^q^erienoed a more solemn 
time. In the season ol* intermission, I tried to give thanks 
for such un^a^^eded and imd^served mercy, and solicit &rther 
aid, £njoyed comfort in the aftenux^ 'm speaking £i^ X 
Ki 20 : 40, which had been given me by another Christian 
i^nend*' 

His religious history is strongly marked with a love to the^ 
cloty of prayer. It was in a sense his meat and drink. And 
we have notioed the distress which a feaied omission of closet* 
devotion, — lan estremely rare oocnfrenGe, — occasioned him* 
J^ mati ftii ffA of the kin d about this time mav be interestinft 
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and profiti^le to tlie reader. He was awaj fimn home, and 
kad riaen pretty earl j to cross the Kennebedc and go a short 
distance. He transacted a little business, took breakfiust, and 
attended to fiunily-prayery — and went his way. ^ When I 
had gone two or three miles, (he says,) by thinking oyer the 
occorrences of the morning, I ooold not reoolleet that I had 
rtgttlarl^ attended to secret prayer, — althongh I had seTeral 
times Med my heart to Grod in ejaculations. The thonght 
that I shooid for^ sach a doty was alaitning and distressing. 
I tamed my horse out of the road, and retired ama^ the 
boshes, and besoog^t God to foigiye my n^lect and fill mj 
sool with such measures of love that I shonld sooner finget 
n^ necessary food than Ibi^get my dnty to him.' 

While at home daring this season, he collected and con- 
docted a BiUe dass. He also, by personal visits, ascertained 
who w«« destitate of the Bible in town, and obtained a 
supply. 

At the dose of the year, and ext^iding two weeks into 
Jamiary of the next, he labored in the midst €i a deligfatftd 
and extensive ootpooring of the Spirit in Westbrook. Pre- 
vioas to this event, the interests of evangelical piety in the 
place were low. The Congregationa] chnrdi and parish then 
embraced what now constitutes two sudi churches and par- 
ishes. With the interruption of only two years, the r^olar 
administration of the word and ordinances of the Gospel had 
been enjoyed there since the formation <^ the church, in 1764 
And yet, in September of 1826, the subject of this memoir 
was present at a communion season, (and it was not a stormy 
day,) when only twelve persons, beside the pastor and himself, 
were seated at the table. This season of refreshing was very 
timely f<M- that old, and then feeble, church, — and he la- 
bored in it with his accustomed assiduity, and with great 
acceptance, and profit to souls. Of the last Sabbath which 
he spent here, he says, < Preached in the afternoon from Ezek. 
33: 11, « As Ilwre, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure 
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iBliiedeaAof tfaewkkedy^etc HjmI a aolemit (isj^e. Went 
direcdj to Sacarappa^ and preached in tibe haU, in the eveii- 
ing,. fixMU Judges 3 : 20, and had an ttoeominonlj solemn 
eeaaon. The phiee was crowded with attentive heaxers. 0^ 
that good may result. It has been a happj daj to mj sooL 
Blessed be the Lord.' 

On leaving Westlmx^ without going home^ he took a mis- 
sion of six weeks in Union, and proeeeded toward that place. 
Seaching Warren, he found an interesting revival in pro* 
gress. His labw« were much desired here ; and oonduding 
to tarrj, he supplied his place at Union principally by 
another* 

As he saw life advancing he hadstttnigly desired and ean^* 
«stly grayed to be an instrument <^ acoomf^hing more for 
fionls and for Zioa b^ore he left the world« It would seem 
as if in the events now before us, these requests were being 
answered. He continued to labmr iu Warren and vicinity tSl 
April $ and as far as the means of knowing are afforded us, 
ia no part of his ministry. hithorto were his labors so dhreeUy 
Uessed to the salvation of unn^rs as now< If the fact was 
otherwise^ it escaped his knowledge, or has failed to be no- 
tieed in the record of events which he kept He had c^iiea 
labored ia extensive revivals, and where much was effiieted* 
Botiumherem hk liktoiy do we &>d bo indent Botioes of 
lbs awakening of sinners by his preadiing, who were l»ought 
speedily to bow to the Saviour, as now. If his labors, at 
otiier dmes and in other places, had been immediately pro- 
daetive of these happy events, in equal or greater amount, 
he did not learn the fact ; aad then it follows, that God was 
pving lunv in larger measure than before, the eomforl of the 
mridenee that his requests in this respect were granted. And 
tlie effect was, as on all previous occasions of the kind, to fill 
him with gratitude and humility. On finding two su<^ in- 
atano^s he ezdaiffls, < Oh, what reason have I tobethankfiill 
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If these vte real oomrarts, their salvation k more than enoi:^ 
to repay a whole life's lalxHr.' 

A Congregational ohardi had existed in the place siooe 
1794, and had enjojed the labors of a pastor from a date 
aboot a year subsequent to its fennation. But neither the 
diurch (which was small), nor its pastor were of a decidedlj 
erangelical character. The subjects of this work who sym- 
pathized with Congregationalism, and a few others who re- 
sided in the j^aoe, were desirous of being embodied into a 
distinct church. On the 5th of February a council was coo- 
vened for this purpose. Communicating with the pastor of 
the existing church, the ol^ections were received that the 
forming of a separate church would be productive of unfore- 
seen evils, and that possibly an arrangement might be made 
which wocdd be satisfoctory to those who wished to be em« 
bo^ed. In view of these, the coundl a^ionrned for tluree 
weeks. Havmg convened again, and no arrangement having 
been made, the council proceeded, and on the 27th, organized 
a diureh of twenty-three members. The subject of our nar- 
rative officiated in receiving it to the fellowship of the church- 
es, and thus enjoyed the pleasure of wekonung to the visible 
kingdom of Christ a valuable and important branch, to the 
existence of whi<^ hk labors had materially coatributed. 
The following Sabbath he admitted two additional membevs, 
and introduced the church to the privilege of commenuwataig 
tbe dying love of its Lord at his table. 

The Spirit of Qod was descending on some of the neigh- 
boring churdies, — and while at Warren, and for a short time 
afterwards, he performed con»derable labor in Waldoboro' 
and Thomaston, especially at the latter place. Having spent 
a few Sabbaths here, and lectured and visited abundantly, the 
people expressed their kindness to him, — and their sense of 
the value of his bbors, — <in a contribution, so large that he 
felt unwDling to reoeive it, except on the condition <^ i^pro- 



If28.] JOTHAM SBWALL. 291 

priating half of it to cxmstitiite himself a life-member of the 
Maine Missionarj Sodetj. 

On his way homeward, in the fbrmw part of April, his 
im)gre88 was arrested by a line from the writer, then pastor 
in New Castile, requesting assistance in a season of spedai 
interest, in consequence of the &ilure of his health. < When 
ihe children cry, (he said,) the parents run ;' and he turned 
aside to help his feebly son. f/xcepting a brief absence or 
two, he continued here three mcmths. And it was doubtless 
in merey to the people, that an unworiliy instrument was 
oompamtively laid aside, -^ that one whom God could more 
eonsist^itly bless should be employed. And if the parent 
gathered sheaves where the son should have reaped them, it 
was a reward graciously due to the piety oi the one, and a 
jiMt rebuke to the other. No lurking of envy, however, was 
0r could be cherished at the transfer of the blessii^, as &r ai 
it was transferred, but joy thajb a hungry flodk was thus pro> 
Tided for. 

His labors during the time, though abundant in New Castlei 
were not ccmfined to it Now he might be found at Edgecomb 
or Wiscasset, (in both of which places some special attention 
existed,) and now at Bristol or Waldoboro'. And his transi* 
lions from one of these points to another were frequently 
made by sUpping quietly from his bed while others were 
locked in the arms of repose, and passing from eight to 
twelve miles bef(H^ it could be seen that the region was in- 
habited by a moving population. And this was sometimes 
done, — I may say, indeed, generally, — afker what most 
would have regarded as an exhausting day's labor. He was 
now within less than two years of his three score and ten, 
and his eye had begun to grow dim. But no one who would 
notice the amount of his labors, or undertake to trace hun in 
his movements, would think that his "natund Ibrce" had at all 
« abated." 

A few points during his labor in New Castle were invested 
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with much interefit We will mention one. He had had a Yexy 
Bolemn lecture at a neighboring house, and called at Deaeon 
D.*8, and oonverfied with a daughter, who had been some 
fime unxious. He then had the family oolleoted, and eojojed 
<a melting season in praying with and for them,' and in gir* 
ing <up all the children to God,' (doubtless (me by one,) ^ to 
be converted/ After leaving the house, the earnestness of 
his desire for the granting of his requests produced cries and 
sobs, as he passed on toward the residence of his son. Pre- 
cious mercy-drops descended on that lamfly then and a^;e2V 
wards; and, in a few years, fruits of righteousness, from 
seed scattered peihaps by different hands, sprang up remark* 
ably along that road where then his tears were sown. The 
assembly, also, must have been interested and impressed 
when, on an exchange at Alna, he told his hearers, tfaat^ 
twenty-eight years before, lacking a few weeks, he was eon* 
secrated to the work of the Ministry in the very desk from 
which he then addressed them, and there received the sol- 
emn charge ; and that therefot^ he must be fitithful to their 
souls. 

We have previously noticed with what partkularity he 
accustomed himself to carry everything to God in prayer* 
And if God's government extends to all things, so that a 
sparrow faXis not on the ground without our Heavenly Father, 
and we are directed to ask what we will ; this is doubtless 
proper. And if Christians had more of that child-like «m^ 
plicity and confidence which would lead them to go to him 
with every minute concern, they would receive fer more an* 
swers to their prayers than they now do. And, surely, he 
who admits the above positions, (and who, with the BH)le in 
his hands can deny them?) will not thinly lightly of any ii»- 
stance of supplication, however insignificant its objeet, which 
meets with an apparent response from heaven. One or two 
cases out of many which might be given, may be interesting 
to the reader. Just before he left Thomaston in the spring, 
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OD retking one Satuidaj night, he missed his purse. The 
amount of money in it was not large ; but such an event to 
anj one, ^especiallj to one who handles little cash and is fre- 
quently in want of change, is apt to produce unccMOofortable 
feelings. At first, he could not conjecture what had become 
of it : but at length he recollected, that he had used it at 
Warren that afternoon in paying the postage of a couple of 
letters, and had thrown it, with the letters, into his hat He 
then eonduded that in taking off his hat for his mittens by 
the way, he had lost it He laid the matter before God in 
prayer. Sensible that an undue love to the world was not 
eradicated fixmi his heart, he asked that the event might tend 
to cure his covetousness. The question of its restoration he 
submitted to the Divine will, with a confidence that he should 
receive it again * if the Lord saw best' There he quietly 
left the affiur, consecrating the contents, in case of receiving 
them, to some charitable use. Leaving Thomaston the next 
Mcmday, he called *at Warren for dinner. While sitting at 
table, it was remarked that a few minutes before, one of the 
children had brought in a purse which he picked up at the 
door, wondering ^ who had been throwing away money.' It 
was the lost article, which had laid there undiscovered fix>m 
Saturday night, where he then recollected to have taken off 
has hat < After dinner (he says), I retired, and tried to thank 
God for hearing prayer, and asked that my faith might be 
strengthened to commit everirthing to him, however small, 
and also to expect that great things as well as small will be 
d<me in answer to prayer.' More was added to what the 
purse contained, and laid aside fw the object specified. 

While at home in the summer, he was troubled with the 
inroads of ids cattle upon a certain field. He had given 
some attention to it on Saturday, and desired to have his mind 
free from worldly cares, that he might be prepared for ap- 
proadung holy time. Sabbath morning he feared the repe- 
^!doQ of a breach on the enclosure, and, as the field was out 
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of Bight, coBiideniUe damage as the QooaeqiieBoe. He aoL- 
emolj comndUed tbe matter to God, and < bcoang^t bim to 
ooodesodad to keep the cattle oat of oiisdbief/ and to deUTer 
.his mind ^fixHn worldly cares and anxietiea,' and hdip him to 
do his * duty to precioas sooLs.' At nifglht he had oocaBioQ to 
Uess God that his requests, in all these re^[>ect8, had been 
granted. 

Soon after this, he reoeiTed a request to go and labor ^ 
Wiscassety where some spedal interest existed* The labor 
expected was regarded by those who wished it as preparatoij 
to a distmot organiaation in the place, — an efyent whi<^ by 
some was regarded as impwtant to the intorests of evangdical 
religion there. A compliance with the request was liable to 
involve some difilcuhies. He says, ^ I went to God with it^ 
and told him I was his servant, and he had a right to send 
me anywhere, and make me a pick-axe or any other tool, to 
serve the interests of his church. Felt wOUng for anything 
of the kind, if he would go with me and help me.' He labored 
there &om the middle of August to the last of October. On 
the eighth of the Utter month, an Ecclesiastical Coaocil was 
convened, which organised a second Congregational Church 
there on the following day.* After leaving Wiscasset, he 
spent a few Sabbaths in the neighborhood, mostly in New 
Castle, which was now destitute by the absence of the writer, 
who had gone south on account of feeble health. A few 
weeks at home ended the year; and its last Sabbath found 
him, under the pressure of a heavy cold, unable to preach. 
On the third of September, he saw a Congregational Church 
gathered in New Vineyard, and a pastor given it at the same 
time. He also saw a pastor placed over the church in New 
Portland ; and he enjoyed the satisfaction of consecrating his 
oldest son to the office of deacon in the church under his own 
particular care^ — a solemnity which he thought ought never 
to be omitted. 

* This church, alter maiotaiBiag separate worship a few yean, wm 
happily merged in the first 
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N«ar the b^iooiag <^ 1^9, he speoii a few Sabbailis v^m 
at New Castle. While here, a£ter the falling <^ a he^v j 
8iM»w whi<^ was mfidi drifted, he attempted on Saturday to 
fMM8 from BroDswick to Woolwieh, whei:e he was to haye 
spent the Sabbath. In the contest with a blostering atmos* 
phere and almost impassable roads, he was obliged to jield^ 
and se^ a boose iR>r the night and the following day* ^ l^ilB 

as something of a triid to hun, as punctuality was a virtue 
on whidi he aooiewbat valued himsd£ Being obliged to 
pause, he says, ^I have been ready to be provol^ed with soma 
ninisterB fi>r not having more courage to surmount difficat* 
ties ; * not makii^ proper aUowance for my superior health 
and strength, for wfaidi I have sot at all times fdi my de» 
peadenee. ^Who makeih ^hn io differ f jmd, ^'Wkat hoii 
ikpu that thou hia$tn0i received f' are inquiries which have 
not borne with suffident wei^ upon my aund. For these 
things I have reason to be humble, and aeknowiedge God's 
righteous rebukes in the ooorse of his holy providence.' He 
foil into very kind qaarters, in a family near New Jtfeadows 
river; ncme of whom» however, w^re foofessedly pious. Iii 
the evenmg devotiims, he had * some out-goings of soul to Gai * 
m their behalf and ^ longed Io be made useful to them.' Sab- 
bath m<»iiing was more nuld ; and he attempted to ooUeot a 
small ass^nbly ; but the roads were so completely blocked 
Aat he failed. Having with him a volume of Fayson's sec>* 
BSOBS, and finding it would be agreeable to the fiunily,^!^ 
read one to them in the foraioon and one in the afteo^m* 
prayuaig before and after each. His feelings he thus r^rds t 
* In secret, besou^t God to an agony that tiie season nug^ 
be Uessed to the sjMrituai good of the fiimily. If it should 
be set home upon any of their ecmsdences or hearts, as a 
sermon which I heard read almost forty-six years ago was Io 
mine, they will have reason to remember the season forevw** 

After leaving New Castlci he spent a short time at Woolwich^ 

* Some disappointments had given him occasion for this. 
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where grackraB inflnenoee were desoendiiig. A nnmber had 
indnlged hope, and others were anziocis. From Hub place, he 
went <m to Arrowsick Island, (Georgetown,) where a revival 
was in progress. He also visited Parker^s Island, (Westp<»t,) 
where an interesting woi^ among the Freewill Baptists the 
fsdl before had brought fifty into the chnrch. Betuniing to 
Arrowsick, he received a request to go to Phipsburg, where^^ 
the Spirit was generallj and poweriullj descending. Ther^^ 
he labored a short time, preaching on the Sabbath, lecturing,^^ 
viaitkig, conversing, praying, and attending meetings fi)r in* 
quiry. Sixty or seventy, in various parts of the town, were 
supposed to have been subjects of convwting grace at the 
time ; and many more were under awakenings. 

From Phipsbuig he returned home the 1st of April ; and 
the rest of the year he labored in ChestervUle and the vichi* 
ity. We have occasionally noticed that he spent a season in 
secret devotion between meetings <m the Sabbat. A record 
which now occurs informs us that that was his practice. 
' Had an hour and a half of intermission. Spent part of the 
time in secret prayer; which is common for me, when time 
and circumstances will allow.' 

By the Kennebedk Conference, he had been appointed, 
with a lay brother, a eomndtlee to visit the churches belcmg- 
ing to that body in the eastern part of the county. To this 
dnty he attended in June. The church in Unity, he found 
much reduced. He says, ^ When this church was first gath* 
ered in the fall of 1804^ there were twelve members, and 
drcumstances looked favorable. But now, after more than 
twenty*four years, it is reduced to half the number, only two 
of them males.' He enjoyed, however, an interesting meet> 
ing. In Clinton, he records a more encouraging state of 
things. Befbrring to an individual whom he had known in 
Hamden, he says, < When she came here, she was almost the 
enly pious person in the neighboi^ood. Now they have a 
church, a meeting-house with a bell, and a settled minister.' 
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Whfle on tfab tour, he attended the infttallation of Bev. Daniel 
Lovejoy over the churdies in Windsor, Washington, Albtooy 
flad Unify. Hie solemnities were performed cm the 3d of 
Jane, at the fbnBt->named place. 

In the latter part of the mcmth, he attended the meeting of 
the General Association of Massachusetts, at Andover, as a 
delegate fitota the Maine State Conference. In this body he 
fennd sach changes wrought by time, that he says, ' Could not 
help reflecting on twenty or thirty years back, when I used 
to attend the annual meetings of the Massadiusetts Missionary 
Society. Scarcely any now remain who first composed that 
Society. There is reason to be thankful, however, that so 
many pious young men are raised up to fill the {daces of those 
who are gtme. In many places, things are in a better state 
than in the days of the Fathers.' 

In September, he mentions a revival of religion in N<H<th^ 
Augusta ; and another in Dizfield, in consequence of which 
a number of &mily altars had been erected. On the 
14th of October, he assisted in the ordination of Bev. H^r- 
mon Stiason as pastor of the church in Wdd, (Bev. Mr* 
Starrett having left ;) and, in connecdon with it, he speaka 
of a revival in Bumford, which was reported by Rev. Mr. 
Gould. Neco^r the dose of the year, he also speaks of a 
work of grace ba being in progress in Vienna. 

In November, he observed a day of private fiisting and 
prayer. Of this he says, < Enjoyed freedom and solemnity in 
prayer, and, lor some things, wrestled and agonized with Grod« 
Bead many appropriate passages <^ Smpture to lead my 
mind in supplication on the several articles I had arranged 
fer the day. O, that God would hear and answer the peti* 
tions I have poured out before him I Toward the close of 
the day, particularized ail my children and grandchildren, 
and enjoyed much freedom in praying for them. O, to meet 
them all in heaven ! God can so order it if he pleases. With 
Urn I leave them all.' It was about sunset when he left the 
place of his devoticms. 
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Near the begmning of. 1830, he took axiother toar eastwiu^ 
to the extiemitj of the State, preadung and visitiiig with hia 
onstomaiy diligence. At Maohias, particalarly at the Port, 
he paused and spent a few Sabbaths. At Kobbinston, where 
Bev. Calvin White was then laboring, he found some special 
interest. He had now exceeded his *^ threescore years and 
ten ;*' and, supposing that he might never visit that region 
again, he appears to have taken a formal leave of some of the 
churches and people to whom he had so often dispensed the 
word of truth, and among whom God had so signally owned 
and blessed him. In this tour he sp^it about two months, and 
returned firom it near the dose of March. 

Not long after his return, <m an exchange at Winthrop, he 
found some special attention. The Spirit had begun to descend 
there, in his awakening and converting power ; and, soon aftei^ 
or about the same time, on odier places in the vicinity. Cases 
of hope occurred in Fayette and South Chesterville ; and the 
shower of mercy extended, and fell around his own dwelling. 
Many of the youth were solemnly impressed with a sense of 
their guilt and danger, and brought to submit to Christ The 
work became quite general ; and, as might be expected, the 
earnestness of his soul was often poured out, in the closet and 
elsewhere, for the continuance and spread of the shower of 
mercy, and for the conversion <^ particular persons. Nor, 
while the dews of Heaven were descending thus plentifully 
around him, did his own fleece remain dry. A son, whose 
mind was much interested in the revival of 1819, but who had 
not become hopefully pious, was now brought to embi'ace the 
Saviour. The circumstances are worthy of notice. At a social 
prayer meeting, this son, who had been aaxious for some time, 
disdosed his feelings, and, among others, rose fi^r prayer* 
The father, soon aAer, led in this exercise. And, (he says,) 
<I felt for him exceedingly. If ever I prayed with all my 
heart, I think I did then. Brought to view Christ's readi* 
ness to heal sick bodies, when he was upon earth. Could 
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not bat think he was as ready now to heal side bouIs, as he 
was then to heal sick bodies. He healed numbers then on the 
apj^ication of their fHends; and now friends come to him in 
behalf of spix^ally diseased relatiyes. Entreated him to 
re^^uxl their situation. Felt almost as if I conld take no de- 
nial.' The next day he found that during the prayer a saving 
change was hopefully effected. The son felt willing to yield 
himself to God ; and such a change took place in his feelings 
as to inspire the hope that he had <^ passed from death unto 
Kfe." 

His youngest son, now a member of Bowdmn coUege, was 
the only remaining child unhoused in the ark of safety. F<»r 
his conversion he now besought the Lord. Being in Fairfield, 
where he had spent the previous Sabbath, on the 1st of Sep* 
tember he sought a secluded spot in a forest, and spent the day 
in fasting and prayer. Ckmfessing his sins and imploring for* 
giveness, he spread out before God ' the wants of the church 
in Chesterville, and pleaded for many other important things, 
particukuiy for D.'s conversion, and that he may become a 
minister of the New Testament Was enabled, part of the 
time^ to plead with Grod with strong cryings, and, I hope, in 
the exercise of humble £suth.' 

For an answer to these requests, at least in one particulari 
be had not to wait long. In a few days that son returned from 
college to spend the fall vacaticxi under the parental roof. At 
first, his mind was unaffected by what was passing around him, 
except that a degree of that displeasure was felt, which so 
commonly arises from an impenitent heart, at the thought of 
being brought, by friends, within the influence of such a scene, 
in hope of his conversion. At a prayer meeting which he 
attended, however, about two miles from his father's house, 
and to which he went with only his customary feelings, he was 
deeply impressed with a sense of God's goodness to him, and 
his corresponding undutifulness, ingratitude, and guilt Dur- 
ing the night, (which he spent at his oldest brother's,) his 
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misd was so subduedy hnmUed, and changed, that lie retamed 
home the next jnoming bopefiillj a new eieatitrey wiehin^ to 
dcTOte himself to the senrice €i that beoefieeat Creator whom 
be had so kwg and ooreasonablj defnuided. At a oonferenoe 
meetiDg on the aflenioon of that day, he opened his mind and 
expressed a trembling hope (^an interest in God's pard(»ing 
men^. The deeply affected father, in recordmg the event, 
exclaims, ^ Oh, what boundless mercy ! what superabonnding 
grace ! Has God fulfilled his covenant, and become a God to 
the last of my children, so that I have now no imocHiverted 
children to pray for ! Betnmed hame, and tried to give Giod 
thanks.' 

Since the revival of 1819, other denominations had become 
somewhat nomaroos in the place ; and in this, things were 
conducted very much according to their views, and sometimee 
not in accordance with his. But he loved peace among tJie 
different oiders of Christians ; and, being well aware tiiat 

* The Spirit, like a peaceful dove, 
Flies from the realms of noise and strife,^ 

lie sometimes submitted to things with scmie straggles of con- 
science, committing all to God, rather than, by correcting 
statements which he regarded as fundamentally erroneous, to 
haaard discussions or a clashing of opinions which would di- 
vert attention from the great things on which it shouM be 
concentrated. He loved, indeed, the whole truth himself; 
and was ready, on proper oocasicms, to advance and defend it 
But he was characteristically averse to anything like prose- 
lytmg to a denomination. And in the case before us, he so 
carefully and entirely abstained from exhibitiEig his own peca- 
liar views on the minor points of doctrine, that he had reason 
to fear that other orders than his own would gather in the 
sheaves of the rich harvest which the Spirit had caused to 
grow. The course which, instead of direct efforts to win 
members to his church, he pursued, is given us in a record 
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auide towaid the islose cf the jesr, when a nnmbet ofiei>ed 
Ihemsdivesforadaiiffium. ^Tnntlhadsome feoitngs of gmti- 
Ittde to God, as a liearer of pntja*. In times past, in view of 
ll» e&rts of other otdets at {Hx»d.jtmg^ I hare adced the 
XiOfd to proselyte a little for us ; as he could do it more el^ 
leotually than we ooidd, and Seoore to ns better members.' 
As tke result of this woric of graee^ he gath^^ a number 
into the branch of the church of which he was pastor in Fa^ 
jrette, and a number more into the parent chnrdi» Amcmg the 
latter were the two sons^ over whose hi^)efiil oimYersioa we 
hnv^ just seen hhn tejoieing. 

Otiier places idso were blessed Toward the dose (^the 
year he speaks of a feri^ai in Wilton, and another in New 
l^aroik, under the ministry of Bev. Mr. Und er wood, as quite 
powttfitl aad extensive. Xfe also mention^ a number of catos 
of hopeful <x)nTerskD| and others anxious, in Bowdoin eoUegO 
during the fall tarm. 

Some ecctesiasttcal diangeS had oooutred around faim <hu> 
ing the year« On the 7th of July, he assisted in ordaining 
ItffV. 8imeon Hac^ett, as pastor of the ohur^ in Teniple». 
And en tihe 15th of November, the Bev. Fifield Hi^ti^Blooia*^ 
fields alker a shoit iUness, was taken from the embraces of hia 
teaily and flock by deaiAu He mentions dso tl^ ordination 
of Rey. Geo. S. Adams, at Bnmswkd^ as having ooeuired in 
Deeiffiiber 18^9. 

We have belbre i«marked that he had now exceeded ^ three 
aoore y^sars and teor" of his mortal existence* And yet we 
fmd him, in a number of instances this year, preaching four 
times on the SiU^bath; and, on one of these days, administer- 
lag ako the Lord's Sapper. One other mstance of his indus* 
try may not be imaoeeptable to the reader. He had q)entthe 
fidbbal^lnWinthrop. On Monday he went thence to Bruna*. 
wick, leaving appofastmeots for the morrow as he retun»«L 
11)10 next aoniing (awaking eady) he started a& three o'doek^ 
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rode to Litchfield in a seTeie rain-stomiy and preaefaed to a 
handful of people who collected at half-past ten. After .din- 
ner he proceeded thence to the north-^east part of Monmoath, 
and preached again near night He then went to Winthrop, 
and dosed the day with a lecture there in the evening. And 
when at home, his h^nd was little less laborious or efficient 
in any kind of work which required to be done, than in his 
younger days. 

Passing much which is interesting in his private history, an 
extract or two are given, which show his watchfulness over 
his own spirit, and his sense of the evil of defects in daty^. 
A Christian brother had been leadii^ in his family worship. 
He says, * I found my mind wandering upon things which 
made me inattentive to a part of his prayer, for which I felt 
ashamed afterwards. And I ought to feel more ashamed and 
humbled before God, that I should be guilty of such irreve* 
rence toward him, to the injury of my own souL' At another 
time, reviewing a season of devotion, he says, ^ Alas, how 
often, when I attempt to pray, are my feelings &r from what 
they should be I Such prayers cannot be pleasing to God. 
He requires the heart, and might say to me aa to Israel of 
old, ^ Bring no more vain oblations.'' O, I fear I have not 
•been duly sensible how often and how dreadfully I have pro- 
voked God by such heardess services ! Thus to trifie with 
him, and mock him by dead sacrifices, must be highly insult- 
ing I O, I need to have my services, as well as my sin-pol- 
luted soul, sprinkled daily with the precious blood of the 
Almighty Saviour.' 

Another extract, showing the interest of his mind in Divine 
truth, may not be unprofitable. In family worship, he had 
been reading in EzekieL * Had an unusual view oi the im- 
portance of the nation of Isreal, about which the Lord has 
seen fit that so much of the Sacred volume should be occu- 
lted. Longed for the time of the Millennium, when mudi 
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more will be known about that interesting people^ and wbj 
God has dealt with ihem as he has, and expended so mndi 
time and attention upon their concerns, and made all who 
read the Bible paj so much attenti<on to them. They are 
certainly preserved for some great and important end.' 



CHAPTER IX. 

VARIOUS LABORS — AT HODLTOH — AT CAPE COD — AT 

HARP9WELL. 

The year 1831 was distingaished for the outpourii^ of 
the Spirit on manj places. The notices in his diary are coo* 
fined principally to places nrhere he was. And yet he names 
the following as enjoying revivals of religion of greater or 
less extent: Hallowell, Augasta, (both parishes,) Vassalboro% 
Waldoborough, Bangor, Bloomfield, Solon, Industry, New 
Vineyard, New Sharon, Kingsfield, and Weld. Of Bloom- 
field, he says, ^ The Lord hath done great things here.' He 
does not mention the number of hopeful conversions. Bat 
some idea of its extent may be formed by the fact, thal^ 
spending a single Sabbath there, near the beginning of the 
following year, (Jan. 29th,) he received twenty-eight mem» 
bers to the church. As the result of this gracious visitation, 
he also gathered a number into several of the feeble and des*- 
titnte churches in the vicinity. 

The months of May, June, and a part of July, he spent on 
the Penobscot, assisting Rev. Mr. Pomeroy, of Bangor, in aa 
interesting revival, and laboring in the neighboring towns. 
His record does not furnish the general facts which might 
have been interesting to the reader. Nor, where one sows the 
seed, without waiting to see much of it spring and grow, are. 
we to expect that it will give the particular incidents which 
others, perhaps, at a later period, could furnish. Preaching 
on the Sabbath, however, lecturing, visiting, conversing, and 
praying with his customary diligence and feryor, we are nol 
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to suppose that bis labors were without effect He seined 
to put in the sickle as one who saw the harvest ripe hefore 
biin, and who felt that be might not have long to labor. In 
a number of instances about this time, we find him preaching 
four times on the Sabbath. Once this was effected by em- 
bracing the opportunity afforded by the long intermission 
usual in cities and villages, to ride out four miles, and give a 
sermon to a small congregation in the neighborhood. And 
yet, so humbling is the eflfect of the Spirit's influences on the 
mind, and so alive is the devoted Christian to defects or neg- 
ligeoce in duty, thiO, a few months afto this, findiiig himself 
in rather a dull devotional frame, on reading in the life of 
Payson, he said, ^ I am ashamed of myself when I read Pay- 
son^ memoirs. He lived fcut^ and soon finished his worlu 
He did more in a short life, than many sudi drones as my« 
self would in a long one. When I consider where I am in 
life^ I have need to think of that saying, ^That thou doest^ 
do quickly ; " ^¥ot there is no work, nor device, nor knowl-' 
edge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither thou goest"' Bow 
he could, in any respect, call himself < a drone/ must appear 
a litlie singular to any one who was acquainted with bim, or 
who will trace the.record which he has left of his life. It can 
only be explained on the principle which will lead the righteoua 
at the last day to say, ^ When saw we thee an hungered,'' etc 
In reference to comparative usefulness, he and that holy man, 
Payson, doubtless have a better opportunity of comparing 
notes now^ and peeing what their Adorable Master enabled 
them to accomplish, than they could have had on earth.* 

* Dr. Fomeroy, then Pastor of the Congregational Chnrch in Batt- 
le, speaks of him at this time as * diligent, faithfiil, untiring, in his 
labors. Personally (he says) I received much instmctlon from his 
wisdom and experience, and am confident that his labors were blessed 
to many others. It was no uncommon thing, in subsequent years, to 
hear ludiyidnals refer to conyersations held with him at that time.' 
Be adds, * My estimate of his deep i^actical piety, soimd comswn 

26* 
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During Qm season of interesl, ke enjoyed some senaoiB of 
enrnest, agonisii^ prayer. Of a dkcup^ fini wbieh he a^ 
tended in Bailor, be says^^Took part m exhortalaott ami 
prayer; and my whole soul was drawn oat to Gk>d for perislk» 
imig boqW Leacfing m prayer, at a morning prayeiHSMetiD^ 
at the hoose of €ren. C^ in Hamden, he mtvodaced the case 
ef a SOD who was the only remainmg member of the &mily net 
hopefully |noi»; and, he says, * feh soeh earnest desbes for hia 
conversion, that I eoold scarcely contain myse^ These te* 
cpiests, and those whidi he |«esented the eTcning befisre, Sott 
the same person, it is hoped, were not in vain* 

An illustration of the efficacy of Ovists meiifes in oar be* 
half, may not be nninteresting to the reader. At a mondng 
pmyer-meetmg, a few weeks after the above, and at the same 
phwe, he says, ^Had some pecoliar views of the name ofJenm, 
given to OS to come to God in. It » like having the msaaA 
0t a friend of undonbted credit lent to us to dvaw any snm 
we need' ftem a ridi man or at a bank. If we were ever m 
poor, it would ms^e no ^flference wh% Ihe credit of the 
^iend is good. So if we are ever so deeply bankrupt, owing 
lea thousand talents, and having nothkig to pay, the name of 
Jeeue wyi secure us anythmg that €rod can bestow. His 
ere^ has nev^ failed in heaven^^ 

The revivals above referred to, and many others in the 
Sfeafee at the same time, were very gen^rafiy atl^ided mlh 
^fxirdays*,^ or ^protnusted meetings,* as they were eafiedL 
These were not the work of • revivaBsts,* or * new-Measure* 
men.* They were merely a meef^g of ihe shepherds fnA 
different portions of the flock, and a multiplication, for the 



•ease, etftmg aatiTe talcst, and tvoe deTotodaess to his wovk, 
very high. His iaflaence was felt in almoat eyery Tillage aud aeigh* 
kMJiood in the State. For a whole generatioa and more, he was " tl* 
Toice of one crying in the wilderness.** He did a great work in his 
day. The seals of his ministry are very numewus, -^ but precisely ibw 
mmMvoos, wiU be knows only nt the great day.' 
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t!in% ef the ar£n»7 loeana. of graee. They seemed to 
9pring^ somevlud; spcmttaeQQdfjv from the qakkened feeUngy 
iC miDisten and ctorehesyaad their increased anxiety for the 
fialTatioA of ehmers. They were greatly bleased to thia ea^ 
end eQBknboted also to a union of feeling amoi^ ChnstiaBa 
qS dilfefenA eYangd&ad denominations. Condiicted a» they 
were^ they were liable to litile objection, exce{»t as Ihey mighl 
ha^e eonlribated to bsii^ too hastily to a eaoBia. a woik whiefa, 
otherwise, bboq^ hare lenget eontinaed; and, by the fie* 
quency of meetings, to act disproportionatdy oa the sympor- 
tiiies. It cannot be denied that they were blessed to the 
eixifan^Q of many sonIs, and ia somoi iBstances^ to revivals 
of nUafptoOf which, to human appeaiamce, wwdd not hav^ ooi 
(^pfedwiAhcmtihiem. But the besi things are hahkt to abuse} 
and whesL Christians b^gan to dq»eiid upon these, and feel 
dmi they were, iiidi^^ensable to s woi^ ef saving^ grace anoi^ 
tibe impenitent, the Spiiit begaa tO'W9lbd»Wy-*<*8nd faeoomiiig 
less e&etnal, ihey fell into disuse* 

Duisng a aeries of meetiuga aft Waldohoro', ijt SqptenlKi^ 
tevii^ gLven ft leetute al a sdbool^hoQse, he was inviled to 
the he«se of a Mr. J-*-^--^ K— « This fiiend (he say^), 
* told me that twenty years ago, last May, I pneat^ed ia the 
fWttae Behod4Hiuse, and he requested me to baptize a child for 
fain, wUdbl r^sed to dow I veoolleet the event I could 
Bol get evidence of him cmt his wile^ aad told him that if he 
bad neveir given himself to Christy be oo«^ not give his child 
m, f a U k This, together with the sermon^ was the means of 
]us awakening ; uad he a^rward obtained hope, and then hia 
wife* How fiQvereiga. are God's ways!' Had this man be^n 
gratified, the result,, to him sad o<h^rs^ mi^ have beai et^* 
nally ^iSar^it. 

Preaching at Winthat^ at a ^ protracted meetmg,' from the 
words, << Prepare to meet thy God," he saya: ^Had one ai 
the most solemn seasons I ever ^joyed in attempting to dis* 
pease the wQi:d*' Of ft SeUielh cUacoime at Chee^ervill^ 
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from Jer. 5 : 21, ^ And what wifl ye do in the end tiierec^? * 
•—he says: 'Had an onoommooly wdemn season. Pelt us 
though I was delivering God*s truth, for which I must be ao 
countable' to hiuL Think it was <me of the meet solemn sea- 
tons I ever experienced in preadiing. Blessed be God for 
his merciful assistance.' Of a thinly attended chorcb-confer- 
ence the previous day, he says, < But it was a solemn season. 
Never do I reooUect to have obtained more confidence m 
prayer, that God would hear, and hovB meicy upon this 
church and bnild it up/ 

For nearly three months, in the former part of 18^, he 
labored in Gastine. This was occasioned by the absence of 
the youthfol and much-loved pastor of the IMmtarian chnrdi, 
Bev. John Grosby, on account of ill-health. Nothing of pe- 
culiar interest ia known as the result oi his labors herey 
though a remark at the close oi them aathmzes the bdief 
that he had reason to think they had heesa blessed to the sal- 
YtJdaa of some. Before leaving, he assisted in the palnfbl 
duty of dissolving the pastoral relatioa which had existed 
between Bev. Mr. Grosby and his charge. This occurred on 
the dd of May. 

We pass over this year with a fow extracts frcnn his diary. 
On a Sabbath in July, he says : 'Inthe prayer before the ser- 
mon in the forenoon, found my mind unconmumly led out to 
Gk)d. One thing after another was brought to my mind as a 
BHl]ject of supplication ; and I was loath to leave the throne of 
grace while I was admitted so near, without praying for almost 
everything I could think of. Was fovored with the same 
sweet gak of Divine influence through the public services. O, 
what reason I have to be thankful! Oh, to be kept from 
pride and vain glory ! It would be fearfully ungrateful in 
me to feed my lusts with these kohf, heavenly dainties.' The 
evil which he here deprecates he sometimes felt, and thus 
mourned over on another occasion, when in the duties of the 
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fi^Ubath lie bad ejijojed less of the Dsvlne presenee and 
p^tsoffe thaa uauals < Lord, why hidest thou thj fkce? Whj 
hast thou withdrawn thjself ? Has pride or self-ecsifidenee 
fmn up within moy and separated between thee and my soul? 
CH^ this accursed pride ! Thou robber ef mj souFs comf<H^ 
thou enemy of God and aU righteousness, how long shaH 
there be found a pkee fer thee in my widted heart? Oh 
to be made and ktpi humUe and holy ) *■ He has not giv^n 
lia the partieular ocosffiion of the following lamentation, but it 
shows us the trouble he still had with inbi^dnBin. <Find my- 
self a sinful creature. I often pray, (ot try to,) ''Lead us 
not Into temptation," and then am so unwatdiful as to run 
right into it What a wonder of men^ it wBl be, if such a 
sinful wretdi as I ever gets to heav^i }' 

Other passages, however, (and they far more frequently oe« 
cur than sMch as the above,) show a happl^ state of mind : 
^Tbis morning, in the course of reading for fiunily prayer,* 
we read of Christ's weeping over Jerusalem, whieh brought 
upcrn my soul an ovwwhelming sense of his compassion fbr 
me and other%-^ though he perfectly knew all our opposition 
to him and holiness* Had a solemn, affectionate season in 
prayer. Besought him that his wcmderful compassion might 
be exercised effk<^wdfy toward each one of us, imd that not 
one of us may be left to reject his love, trample his mercy 
underfoot, and perish amidst such a provision of eompctssion' 

The following shows his habit when abroad, as well as at 
b<Mne^ and is not destitute of hist<mc interest. Speaking of 
fiunily prayer, he says, ' which I have never neglected since 
I had a &mily (when with th^n), nc^ when abroad, except 
in a few instances where others did not choose to have it I 



*^W&6s at home, be always read the Bible in course at fkmily wor^ 
ship. And we may here remark, that it was his uniform custom to 
have the members of his family reai with him. 
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do not recollect erer being so sick as not to be able to attend 
to it, except when I had the t jj^us fever/ The reader will 
remember how very ill we hare often seen him fnHn differ- 
ent causes. Bat a sligb^ or even a material inconveni^ioey 
he did not regard as a disabflity or an excuse. He laved 
prayer. He considered it a dxOy; and he was not easily 
tnmed aside from what he thus regarded. < God must be 
$erv€d* seemed to be his motto — a motto which he oonsden- 
fiously observed to the last The reader will also remember 
that the above remark about his constancy abroad, covers not 
simply hiBprofesBional life, but, almost entirely, his Christum 
life. Solomon says, ''A fidthful man who can find?" A 
few such, at least, have lived. 

Toward the dose of October, repeated exposures brought 
<m a severe ague in his fece. From this he sufiered more or 
less fer a number of days, and, at length, severely. When 
he obtained relief, he said, < While suffering I thought, how 
easily God could so <Mrder it that the inflammation should shift 
to my bram, and take away my reason and my life ; and so 
my probation and my days on earth ferev^ close. And then 
if Tekel* should be written upon me, how awful! But, 
dreadful as it would be, it would be most jusL Nothing but 
the precious blood of Christ can prevent this. On him I 
would rely, and, with respect to life or death, would say. 
Lord, as thou pleasest.' 

Not long aflter this, we find him, on Saturday evening, 
while praying for assistance on the morrow, 'longing to have 
the world shut out of his heart, and locked out;' — an ex- 
ample worthy of imitation. How many unprofitable Sab- 
baths might thus become invaluable blessings. 

If the occasion for the following implied censure had en- 
tirely passed by, it would be happy. < Attended the Monthly 
Concert of prayer; and it was a good season. The prayers 

* Bie had preached from Daniel 5 : 27, the day previous. 
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wete appropmte and solemn; — not tedioudj km^ nor em- 
bracing every object but the right — as is sometimes the case 
at seasons like this ; — which is a great fault, I think, among 
professors, and sometimes among ministers. When we 
oome.before the throne of grace, we ought to know and feel 
our errand; and opr whole soul should seize the object and 
ply the mercy-seat as those who are in earnest to be heard 
and answered*' Much, doubtless, — very much — ^ would be 
added to the interest and efficacy oi prayer, by observing the 
abnple rule here suggested, — knowing and feMng our ' er- 
Tffnd^ and doing it 

The ecdejsiastical changes which he witnessed this year 
were more numerous than common. At its commencement, 
he lamented the death of the excellent and much-loved Rev. 
Mr. Jenkins, of Portland. But most of the occurrences in 
this department were of a more plea^g character. On the 
4th of January, he assisted in giving a pastor, Kev. Daniel 
labby, to the church in Dixfield ; and, on the 1st of Febru- 
ary, in conferring a similar gift on the church in Wilton, in 
the person of Bev. Samuel Talbot. On the 13th of Jan* 
nary, he aided in the ordination of Bev. Asa BuUard, as 
an Evangelist, in Portland ; and on the 15th of March, in 
setting apart to the work of the Ministry Bev. Josiah Fisher, 
and giving him in charge the church at Stillwater. At thia 
time, he speaks di Bev. Mr. Lewis as being settled at Brewer, 
and Bev. Mr. Fisk at East Brewer, since the last summer. 
On the 16th of May, he assisted in ordaining Bev. John A. 
Vinton at New Sharon, (Bev. Mr. Underwood having been 
dbmissed) ; on the 3d of October Bev. Isaac E. Wilkins 
at Fairfield; and on the 17th of the same month, Bev. 
Alden Boynton at Industry. 

He commenced the year 1833 by observing its first day as 
a season of private fasting and prayer. Of this he thus 
speaks: < Found it good to confess sin, original and actual. 
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«iidfl€knowfe<^ tbo righteoosiiMS of tbe pettAtjof the Mf 
law, tuod sao £»r pardixi through the merits of the Lord J^ 
8iia Christ Devoted m jself afresh, soul and body, with ail 
the powers of the one and members of the other, to God, and 
besought his acceptance of them to be used in the work of 
the Ministry the little remaining time allotted me on earth. 
£ntreated his assistaDce and aooeptance in Uie gi«at woik. 
Oti entering the ministry, I begged for spiritual childreii, 
^^orldie." I now begged for chikh«n fe/ore I die.' Them 
loUowed suf^lication for the diurch of whidi be was pastor^ 
for the interests of religion generally, and £m* the natioiL 
The last quoted sentence shows the intenseness of desire for 
success with which he cnt^^d the Ministry, and whidi atffi 
burned on the altar of his heart with unabated ferT<»'» No 
wonder that he was ready to aeize on every opportunity to 
Itfeadi, and that he regarded a stormy Sabbath, (as he uni- 
formly did), a fh)wn in proridence* And it is no wondef^ 
that» when nearly another score of years was added to his 
life, he was still unwilling to relinquish the idea of proeeci** 
iQg the great and good wmic. 

A call to the Ministry, in his view, coaaisled not in the 
btct that a pious young man must enter it unless he osuM 
prove the contrary to be his duty, but in a spedal designa* 
tkm of the Spirit by impressions on the mind and oocrespoDd* 
ing orderings of providence. Tfe hence find more than one 
sudi entrance as the following in his diary, relating to his 
youngest son whose college course was now OHnpleted. ' In 
secret I had an uncommon season in wtestfing with Qod fer 

D f that he would lay upon him a sense of the worth of 

^ouls, and give him a deske to glorify Qod in tiying to win 
them to Christ' There is reason to believe that these re- 
quests were accepted in heaven : and what rich blessings, in 
tiK pioeess of events, may be the result, another world only 
unfold. 

The fcfiowmg shows the impartiafiey with which the reo- 
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ords in bis daarj were madei as well as his compunction fin* 
smaller faulty* ^ Felt imusuidlj peevish. Small things would 
put me out c^ humor ; for which I fdt ashamed afterward.' 

For some time past^ he had be^i oceasicNiall/ afflk^ted with 
sudden attacks of dizziness and sickness at the stomach, whidi, 
^ the time^ entirelj incapacitated him for outward duty. 
As jetf howevier, thej had not interfered with any public pro- 
fessional dutj. One Saturday aftemooa, he suffered some- 
what £rom one of these attadcs ; but hoped the rest of the 
li^ht would relieve him. Ijol this, however, he was disap- 
pointed $ £3r, as soon as he rose the next morning, he found 
the aame difficulty upon him. Bepeated efforts of nature to 
free the stomach did not relieve him ; and the remedies which 
}i6 applied, that organ refused to bear. He carried the mat- 
ter to God, and requested permission to engage in the {jiUic 
^ties of the day, and str^igth to perfc^m them. *At length, 
auoceeding in retaining a little uourishmtot, he went to the 
flaee of w<^hip. ^Spake, (he s^ys) from Luke 24: 34: 
^ TbQ Lord is risen indeed;" apd had a most solemn and af- 
fectionate season. Do not know as J ever had my feelings 
in better accordance with my sutgect In the i^moon, 
spcyke from Gen. 50: 24: ^<I die; and God will surely visit 
you;" and had also a good season.' Alter that, he went to 
Farmington Falls and preadied again : and, at the close of 
the day, says, < Oh, what reascHi I have to be thankful that 
the Lord has helped me in body and mind, through the ser- 
vices oi another holy Sabbath. He is a hearer of prayer. 
Mbj this instance ^courage me to trust in the Jjord in time 
to c(Hne. David said, <<Becaus§^ the Lord hath indined his 
efir unto me, thearefore will I call upon him as long as I 
Jwe." ' 

It is not unlikely that those who shared in the Revolution- 
iury sta:uggle, and passed with our nation through the trials 
of its infancy, possessed a stronger attachment to it-— at ka|t 
an attachment more t&oAex and sympathizis^-^than those 

27 ' 
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who bare known it onlj in the strengtii of its manhood. 
They were prepared to place a higher valae on the privfleges 
to which, thiongh sadi difficulties, she had risen ; and to be 
aliye to any causes whidi might undermine or destroy them. 
Hie reader has already noticed how deep and strong was the 
principle of lore to his oomitry in the breast of the subject 
of this memoir. Another exhibition of it was made at the 
annual State Fast, which occorred a few days after ihe pre- 
ceding. < F)*eached in the forenoon from Jer. 5:9:^ Shall 
I not visit for these things, saith the Lord : and shall not my 
soul be avenged on such a nation as tfats?** Enumerated 
some of the sins of our nation, and compared them widi the 
sins of Israel, etc Knew not as I ever enjoyed a more sol- 
emn season. Trembled for my guilty country. Unless God 
in mercy interpose, we are a ruined people. In the after- 
noon, spake ftom Ps. 85: 9 : ^Surely his salvation is nigh 
them that fear him, that glcny may dwell in our land.'' This 
subject was in contrast with the other. In that, I brought 
to view the reasons we have for fear ; in this, the reasons we 
have for hope. A solemn season alsow' 'He then adds, 
< Few attended. Was ready to wonder, particularly at pro- 
fessing Christians, that so many of them should keep away. 
I found it to be as one of my ekoiee Sabbat, Oh, what 
reason I have to be Aankftil for the privilege of joining with 
others, and of leading and assisting their devotions on sudi 
an interesting occasion. ** Bless the Lord, O my souL" ' ~ 

This year, in Jvaie, he visited Bristol, R. L, as delegate to 
the General Association of that State from the Maine.State 
Conference. On his way, he attended the religious anniver- 
saries at Boston ; and, spending a Sabbath in Newburyport, 
he preached in the desk under which the remams of the 
venerated Whitefield repose. 

The latter half of the year, he labored in Old Town and 
vicmity, under the direction of the Maine Missionary Society. 
Here he saw much disregard of religion and its institutions, 
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whidi pained his heart* The loose popuhtioo, collected by 
the extensive millijig opersUions there, contributed materiallj 
to Ihis. < Was grieved) (he says,) to find the holy Sabbath 
so profaned in a variety of ways. Some of the saw-mills 
going. Persons were travelling on worldly business, notwith- 
standing the rain. And before the rain commenced^ some 
were picking berries, and others rafting, etc. O, when shall 
the Sabbath be revered ? ' 

Desiring a blessing on his labors, and feeling the need of 
oth^ things, be resorted to private fasting and prayer. Being 
diverted from his purpose of thus spending a certain day by 
a call to attend a funeral, he notwithstanding retired to a 
wood, and spent about four hours in devotional exercises. 
Two days afterward, obtaining permission of its owner, he 
went to an empty house, which i^pears to have been some^ 
what retired, ' tied my horse in the shed, (he says,) carried 
iny tilings in and fastened the door after me, and spent the 
day in secret fasting and prayer. Have reason to be thai&- 
lul for the privilege ; I have wanted it for some time. Spread 
many important things before the Lord in prayer ; and some 
part of the time, agonized in supplication. Hope I wrestled 
with the Lord. O, to prevail as Jacob did ! Among oth^ 
things, particularized my wife and children, and granddiildreni 
and pleaded the promises which are made to children's child- 
ren, — that notwithstanding mj great unworthiness, the 
heritage which the good man leaves to his children's children 
may descend to them, and be richly bestowed upon each one 
of them. May the mercy and righteousness of the Lord 
extend to them alL Amen.' 

While laboring here, in <»nv^^g with a man on wholn 
he called, he used an expression which he afterward feared 
might have given needless offence. He . called again ; and 
finding that it had, he aeknowlec^ed his fault, and asked for- 
giveness. On this he remarks, * I think it duty to remove all 
such causes of offence, when I can do it conscientiously. 
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Sinners are ML apt enongh to fake oflfence at the naked truths 
withoat having my imperfections to stumble at O Lord, 
give me wisdom to walk towards them that are without/ 

Being at Bangor in August, he found the brick edifice 
belonging to the Theological Institution going up. In honor 
of his previous occupation, as well as to express his interest 
in the Seminary for which he had labored and prayed 86 
much, he took a trowel and laid two bricks in the front waH.* 

Before leaving the region, he assisted in council at the 
iR>rmation of the Hammond Street Church, Bangor. This 
took place on the 5th of December. On the 80th of January, 
he had assisted in the installation of Bev. Oren Sikes at 
Mercer. At another time, we find him mourning over the 
death of his much-loved brother in the ministry, Rev. 
Daniel Lovejoy, which occurred on the 10th of August 
He had been an excell^tit and useful man ; but, for some 
time previous to his death, suffered from ill health and £&- 
tressing mental depression. 

The following extract exhibits a state and habit of mind 
whidi remind one of the expression used to describe the 
character of Enoch, (Gren. 5 : 24). Speaking of his set sea- 
sons of devotion, he adds, ' And I do esteem it a privilege to 
lift my heart in aspirations to God at any time, by night or by 
day, when journeying or engaged in any lawful employment, 
when receiving any mer<^, to give thanks ; or if any adverse 
providence crosses my movements, to beg €rod to sanctify* it 
to my good. I love to realize the hand of God in everything. 
•'The very hairs of your head are all numbered," and, *'Not 
a sparrow falls on the ground without your Heavenly Father,** 
are sayings of our blessed Lord which I love to feel.' 

* The liberality of friends, principally gradaatds from the Institu- 
tion, afterward placed his likeness in the library apartment of this 
building. It ia an excellent painting, and a correct likeness, •—widi 
one unhappy exception, •— an expression of anxiety^ which was by no 
means natural to him. It was taken in February, 1845, when he was 
85 years old. 
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On reaching home near the dose of the year, he found 
scNQoe special religious interest existing in Chestenrille and 
Fayette. Indeed, clouds of mercy began to hover over many 
churches, and blessings to descend. In the course of 1834^ 
he names revivals in Topsham, Bath, Farmington, Temple, 
and Strong ; and more than ordinary interest in a number of 
other places. In Bath, the work was jpoweiful, and brought 
some important persons into the church. In Strong, in pro* 
portion to the number of inhabitants, the work was still more 
extensive. Among the different orders, he says that some 
erne hundred and fifty were regarded as having passed from 
death to life, thirty of whom united with the Gongr^ational 
Church at one time. 

Finding himself surrounded at his residence by a pleasing 
religious interest, his own feelings were excited, and he ap- 
pears to have conversed and prayed with increased fervor. 
Some individuals lay with peculiar weight upon his mind. 
Of one whose case was introduced at an evening prayer^meet- 
ing, he says, <I felt so for him that it seemed I could take no 
d^iial, — that he mu9t become a Christian.' On the follow- 
ing evening, he conversed with the person and a sister of his^ 
and prayed with them. The same feelings are again express- 
ed, particularly for him ; and he adds, < O, that God would 
answer. He is a hearer of prayer, and a Father to the father- 
less. O, that the prayers of his dying &ther may come into 
kind remembrance before God.'* Both of these perscms 
subsequently shared equally in the earnestness of his suppli- 
cations ; and it is hoped that he was accepted in their behai£ 
This work of grace resulted in the addition of a number to 
ihe different churches in Chesterville, particularly fix>m among 
the young. 

The general observance of the first Monday in January as 
a season of fasting and prayer fbr the conversion of the world, 

* The death of that father has been mentioned in this memoir as 
Jbaring occurred by tjrphns ferer in 1814, 

27* 
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had been recommended. Failing of a meeting which he 
hoped to have enjoyed, he took his chamber, and observed it 
by himself. Beside a number of personal and local tfaingji 
whidi he spread out in prayer, he says, * Besought Grod, that 
as he opened the two^Ieaved gates before Cyrus of old, he ^ 
would open the two-leaved gates, prejudice and inveterate 
habits, and cause the Grospel to enter all the strongholdd of 
heathenism under the Great Captain of salVaUcm, and caUle 
even populous China to surrender, and become a Christiiiii 
Empire.' 

During the former part of this year, he labored in Edg^ 
comb, which was now destitute by the ill health of its stated 
supply, Rev. Daniel Kendrick. 

Leaving here, he went through Bath, and assisted m a 
protracted meeting held there at that time. It was now m 
late in the season, that the snow was principally gone ; dud 
the reader wiH probably smile at the figure which he mufit 
have presented on a part of his journey home. WoriT&ig 
along with his sleigh awhile, he left it, and obtain^ assistance 
by wagons from place to piace, fiU he came within tweh« 
miles of his residence. He Wad now digged to take hi6 
horse's back; and he thus describes the remainder of hlft 
journey : * Lashed my bnffido on my horse's bax^, and to<^ 
the saddlebags and rode on. Tried in several places to bor* 
tow a saddle, bat did not succeed. £He had now probably 
reached a forest c^eome length, through whidb the road lay} 
Twisted some withes, and laid acrosis her back, with a place 
in each end for my feet, instead t>f stiiraps, and then rode oxk 
quite comfortably/ Being a pioneer m the forest on his first 
setting out in life, he had learnt the use criP this indi^nsaUe 
help to a back-woods-man ; and sometimes, in after years, he 
practised upon the lessons which earH^ necessity had taught 
him. Occasionally, whefn otibier means of remedying a defect 
were not at hand, his sleigh or wagon was graced with some 
of these adornments. A friend once meeting him when he had 
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«teaWn upon this resottvoe of l2ie fiwest, and casting his eye 
over the infirm velucle hi ^vvhich he sat, homorouslj askecli 

* Father Sewall, what keeps yoor carriage together ? Faith ? ' 

* l^ot without woiks/ was the grave reply* The feeling whichi 
for want of ready means, with his indiflferenoe to external 
appearance, led him sometimes to use a carriage which most 
would have laid by, is seen in the follovnng, of a few weeks 
ktter date. Having to hoirow money to pay a debt which 
was hunger than he anticipated, he said, ^ I sometimes make it 
a subject of prayer that I may be able to square with the 
world before I die, so as not to die in debt to any fellow 
<»eatnre. But to live in debt to my Maker I always expect 
and to die hi debt, and to be in debt to aU eternity; and as 
this Will glorify my great CreditcMr, I shall be content to have 
It so.' 

The idea of Grod's being a creditor seems to have suggested 
to him, (afew years aft^ this,) rather a humorous turn, whidi 
may possibly suggest to the reader a reas(m for acquiescing 
in adverse events. While on a mission n^ the Penobseoti 
his horse suddeidy died. He bought another which happened 
Tery nearly to res^nbie the one he had lost. On his return, 
he called on a friend scmewhat observant of horses, on whom 
he hid called in his outward journey. The friend inquiredt 

* Where is the horse yon had when horelasti" *Ja not that 
the one?' was asked in reply. <No,' said the man; and 
repeated the inquiiy. * Taken £&t debt I ' was the answer. 
T%is roused a curiosity somewhat tinctured with indignation i 
and Hie friend wished to know who could be guilty of sudi an 
act as tiding kit horse. He told him that it was for a deU 
of considerable standing ; and after keepiag him in susp^ise 
afewmoment8,replied that itwas ^a debt of gmtitude whidi 
he had owed to Grod for many years. The owner of the 
horse had not seen him sufficiently thankful for the loan, and 
had retaken it.' 

The renuun^r of the yeari he labored in Qiesternlle and 
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odier towBs in the yicinify, tduag one jonniej as &r as the 

Penobscot We pass to its dose with one quotation iiom his 

diary. It is respecting a lecture in Knox, and the subsequent 

eyents of the same daj. ' Preached in the forenoon from 

Judges 3: 20, and had a most solemn time in delivering Gknl's 

message to my fellow-creatures. Felt like a dying ma% 

making his last effort to dischai^e duty, and dear his skirts 

of the blood of others. O, may I be enabled to giye up a 

comf(»:table account at last of this season ; and O, to meet 

some at the right hand as a cmisequence of this effort 1 But 

this I must leave with God. Went on to Clinton village. 

Before getting to Albion comer, missed my way, and fdt 

quite unreconciled about it, and disposed to murmur at those 

who inscribed the guide-board, and those who directed me. I 

have reascm to be ashamed, after such a solemn season, to 

indulge such feelings. Not to realize God's hand in the 

thing, is shameful and wicked. Tried to ccmfess it tQ God, 

and to be thankful that, notwithstanding, I reached Clinton 

seasonably. Preached in the evening from Lk. 18 : 13, <' God 

be merciful to me a sinn^," and had a pretty good season.' 

Near the dose of December, he started for a mission in 
Washington county. On the last day of the year, he wit^ 
nessed at Bangor the examination and lic^ising of his young- 
est son, who was a member of the Theological Seminary 
there. 

His labors in Washington county were confined prindpally 
to its new and destitute parts. Except a few weeks in the 
spring, which he spent about home, this mission occupied him 
till near the dose of June. In passing through Sullivan, he 
found the little church, which he assisted in gathering in 1801, 
much reduced. Nine had been removed by death, and three 
had removed to other places, leaving (mly one male and five 
or six female members. * So (he says) God deals in his sove- 
reign pleasure; and who shall say to him, << What doest thouP" 
Here he spent a Sabbath and preached, imd gathered the lit* 
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tie remnant arocmd the table of their Lord, ftftd adnnnistered 
to them the emblems of his dying lore. 
* The remamder of the year, till near its close, he labored 
printipally in the vicinitj of his residence. On the 19ch of 
Atrgost, he assisted in the installation of his son-in-law, BeV. 
Mr. Chapman, at Camden ; and, on the 4th oi November, in 
the dedication of a honse of worsliip and the insft^lation of Rev. 
J. N. Whipple, at Dixmont. 

Being so much absent from his pastoral charge, and com^ 
paring the results of his labors as pastor and as missionaiyy 
be became satisfied that the interests of the church at Ches- 
terviUe required the dissolution of the relation which he had 
sustained toward it for fifteen years. He gave them his viewfl^ 
and requested dismission ; which, by the advice of a mutiud 
council, was granted on the 18th of November. 

Soon after this, he left, to entw upon a mission in Holt<m« 
The arrangements and preparatbns for leaving, somewhat ub» 
fitted him for the duties of "Thanksgiving day," which came 
just at this time. On this he remarks, <I love to spend 
Thanksgiving and Fast days in such a ntamier that it shatt 
seem like the Sabbftdi ; and the nefzt day, through the sanc- 
tity of its infiuence, shall seem Vke Monday. 

In passing to the field of his labor, he assisted in a prc^ 
tracted meeting at Knox. Here we will give a brief extract 
from his journal. < Attended the prayer meeting and had a 
most melting season in prayer for some individuals. Seemed 
to take hold of the pillars of Qod's faithfulness, and take hiB 
promises in pledge for the answer. Preached afterwards 
from Ps. 81: 12, "So I gave them up,'* etc. Had a solemn 
season. Felt the danger that myself and others have been in, 
while unconverted, of being given up to destruction, and that 
it was owing only to sovereign mercy that we had not thua 
been treated. Felt the danger that poor sinners are now; in 
of being given up of God, and the necessity there is of minis* 
ters and Christians using efforts fi)r their salvation, and pray^ 
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lug much £irthem.' The nert day, it was oondnded to move 
the meeting to Freedmn ; and of a little priyate meeting 
which he enjoyed with two other ministers, he says : 'Again I 
got near to God in pleadii^ for a Uessing to attend the meet> 
ing, that God would move <m tlie vall^ of dry bones, and 
qpread spiritual life through all this valley <^ death, call at 
every dwelling with the cup oCLmercy, and serve every fiimily 
with the waters of salvation, and cause many altars of wor- 
^ip to be erected in houses where now the voice of prayer is 
not heard.' 

He reached Houlton, some hundred and twenty miles north* 
east from Bangor, before the middle of Dec^uberj and com- 
menced his labors. The first day of January he observed as 
a day of private fasting and prayer. Of this he says, < Spread 
many important things before God with a d^ree of importu* 
nity which I hope was accepted. Particularly, besought God 
to make me fruitful in old age, in the conversion of souls.' 
He was now seventy-six years old And here it is not amiss 
to say that he was as active as most at fifteen or twenty yeacs 
younger, and performed nearly the amount of ministerial labor 
which he had done in earlier days. Many times, within a few 
years past, we find him preaching four times on the Sabbath, 
particularly in his mission on the Penobscot in 1833. There, 
beside other instances, we find him doing this three Sabbaths 
in successicm. While at home, indeed, when engaging in some 
of the more laborious kinds of manual labor, he found that his 
physical powers filtered. A reflection which he made on 
haying fotigued himself in. hay-making, the last summer, may 
not be uninteresting to the reader. ' Went to bed quite wea» 
ried. Had some scruples whether X did right in taking the 
scythe. It made my rest disturbed. I ought not to do any»- 
thing to injure the body, which, if I am really a Christian, is 
the ten^ of GocL' 

The first Monday in the year had been proposed by Chris- 
tians in England and in this country, to be observed as a day 
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of &sting and prayer for the outpouring of the Sf^t and the 
eonversion of the world. He succeeded in collecting a few 
Christians in a priyate house for this purpose. After sketdi- 
ing the manner in which the time waa occnpi«d, he sayB: 
* The season, to me, was peculiarly solemn. In confessing sin, 
at the opening of the meeting, I was much melted ; and, in the 
dose, giving thanks, my whole soul was drawn out to God for 
Zion, and, in particular, for his cause in this place. Read the 
49th diapter of Isaiah, and sung the hymn, 

* Now shall my inward joys arise/ 

etc, and was much moved at the consideration of the unspeak^ 
able compassion of God to his church and people, in its beii^ 
compared to the affection of a tender mother toward her infont 
Oiltpring, and the assurance given that it is still more strong 
and unyielding. Wept much, v^iile offering the last prayer, 
and rejoiced that the cause of God will advance, let what may 
obetruct its progress ; for, strong is the Lord God, who has 
pledged all his pcwer^ benepolenecy and fai^fvihus for this/ 
In this region he remained till the last of March, laboring 
pfindpally in Houlton and Mondcello (still farther north), 
journeying, visiting, and preaching more or less in the vicin- 
ity. The field which he thus cultivated did not afford so 
much promise of a spiritual harvest as he could have desired. 
Toward the close of the time, he thus speaks of Houlton, (it 
was on the Sabbath, and the meetings had been smaU), ^Ap^ 
pecanmces g£ doing good in this place are very discouraging. 
I have had very strong desires to be made the means of good 
to some souls hare, and have sometimes felt that I could take 
no denial. I know that Grod is a sovereign and omnipotent^ 
and can easily turn the proudest, hardest heart' He empha- 
^zed the word 'sqspearances,' knowing that his expectations 
should not be graduated entirely by these : and hence, while 
he speaks further ci < discouraged feelings,' he adds, < Still 
hung upon the arm of Almighty mercy for a blessing.' 
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AmoQg the kkhabitants, 9&4 among the United States' trcoge 
stationed here at this time, he found pious persons. But some 
of the professors of religion who had wandered into this new 
and distant regjkHi, had laid aside family, ajpd to Bome extend 
private devotk)!)* To &>d such iiii^tabiUtj, and depai^ture frpm 
dutj, in those who bad named the name of Christ, was pecu- 
liarly painful to hh;a, — as the following record shows : ^ Called 
on Mr.W y and was grieved to find that he still* neglect- 
ed familj-prajec, aod did not always pray in secret I prayed 

with him, and then called on a Mr, D C . He 

and his wife are Baptist professors ; and yet he has neglected 
family-prayer for years ! Prayed there^ -<^ and afterwards, go- 
ing through the woods, cried aloud to Grod with many tear^ 
(bat he would have co9ipasea<»i <m these prayerless GhristkMu, 
and stir the^ up to tajse hold of mercy afresh/ In the coois^ 
of his ministry,, we find mapy instances of h]9 thus crying to 
God, in retired places while jounaeying, in hehalf of personf 
^ olyects for which he felt a deep interest ; and they shoif 
Iho esanestness of his spirilr A few days ai^r Ihis, hje &of^ 
^ ^ange in the habits of the former oi these men, whicb re- 
joieed him much ; and he said, ' I oopld not help tKinyii^^ 
that my prayers for him last Tuesday were answered. Ha^ 
he will not agson lay a#ide tiie duty. Talked with him on th^ 
auhjectbefore retiring. O wfaatiieaaon have I to .he thankfuLT 

Bis faithfulness in visiting the sick is seen in the fdAowing 
inddent, which here occurred. At the house of esquire T — y 
who was not a believer in Dirine rov^ti<xi, was a brother- 
in-law, extremely sick. The opposition which s<Hne of the 
xsdatives would evid^ktly feel to the reo^^tion of a visit, to- 
g€^^ with theopinioa of some tb^ he had better not attempt 
it^ tried him somewhat He consider^ the thing, and lified 
up his heart to God for guidance, and resolved to go. He 
was kindly received by the maBter of the house who, however, 
frankly told him ti^at, in his opinion, it was not best that he 

* He had before conyersed with him on the subject. 
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riKNild see the Bick man, as it might occasion him unnecessary 
pain. Baty on inquiry of others who were concerned, he 
pleasantly acknowledged himself overruled, and consented 
that he should go in. He found him unable to converse, 
and made a few remarks and offered prayer, and retired. He 
says, < I felt very ardent desires for his recovery or conver* 
sion. Besought Grod, also, for the conversion of his brother- 
in-law and wife. Felt as if I must have some one, either 
the dead or the living, (viewing the sick man as near the 
dead, and as if already gone). With him yirho is able to save, 
I leave my petitions.' On the evening of that day, of his 
private devotions he says, < Bead the Ixxxiv. Psalm, and was 
struck with the expression, <<No good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly.'* Although I do not ** walk 
uprightly^ as I should, yet, in the main, could not but think 
tiiat the description might be applicable. Then pleaded that 

it would be a ^ good thing" to have esquire T converted. 

Wrestled to an agony that this ^good thing" might not be 
withheld, but be granted in answer to my requests. If thia 
could be done, how would his aged mother* rejoice and praise 
God for hearing prayer ; and how wouM Christians here, re^ 
joice at such a display of Divine grace ; and how would the 
heavenly hosts rejoice, and praise €iod 1 * The same earnest- 
ness for these persons characterized his devotions the next 
day. The day following, a Christian friend informed him 
that the sick man's physician had given him over. He pro- 
posed to that friend to unite in prayer for him ; * and a solemn, 
melting season (he says), we had. As the physician of his 
body had given him over, besought the Great Physician to 
vndertake for him, and take him as his patient Did long 
and wrestle for him, especially for the saivation of his soul ; and 
also for the salvation of his brother-in-law and wife.' His re- 
quests were at least so far granted, that the sick man, whom he 
repeatedly visited, recovered. 

♦ Of Bradford, Vt. 

28 
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With iJie notice of his taking leave of ike people at Moft- 
tieello, we mast dose our remarks on diis missian. 'Freaoiied 
in the evening, from Heb. 13: 7, ^Let brotheilj love con- 
tinue f and had a most solemn, interesting season. CSiarged 
the Christians to love one anodier; and diarged the imcoa* 
^erted, in the fear and name of the Lord, to givelheir hearts 
to him, and love Inm, and love |iis duldren. Warned them 
an, as firom my death-bed, thinking it not probaUe that I 
should ever see them again. At the dose of tlie sermon» 
I asked the ChristiMis aronnd me, if brotherly love shoidd 
eontinue ? They all seoned desiroas to thts, and reserved 
that, as far as it lay in their power^-the Lord heljang them, 
it should. I then commended them all to Grod, thro^;fa 
Christ, and took my leave. Felt afterward as if I had, in 
some measure, done my duty as the Lord would have me; 
and it seemed to be a season woith coming all tiie way fiom 
liome for.' Hiis appears to have been Ids doaing message 
there. 

The subject on wliich he addressed them was intended to 
liave a particular practical bearing. On his retnni, he found 
interesting revivals in Brewer and Bai^r. In the latter 
place he says, on Tuesday, 'Seventeen had- indnlged hope 
flinoe last Friday evening. Passing through Ghirland, he as- 
sisted Rev. Mr. Sawyer (eighty years <dd the previous Octo- 
b^), in a protracted meeting. He spent a Sabbath, in Fox- 
eroft, where he speaks of forty (some said sizly), cases of 
bopelbl conTerdon had reeently occurred. 

After spending a short time about home, he labored a num- 
ber of weeks in Sidney. 

He alwajTs made it a point to attend the meeting of the 
Maine State Conforence. This year it was held at Augusta. 
At a morning piayer^neeting, a note was passed to him by 
* professing sisters,' requesting prayer < Icht the conversion of a 
brother.' The parties he knew; and being called upon to 
pray, he pres^ted the case with great earnestness, and then, 
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Aft it were todenchUie aigumenty dosed bis pka emphatically 
witii the expressioii, ^tMU it masf be knay^n AeU Thou oH a 
hwrer and {mtwerer of praym'I ' Says one <^ the persoiw 
eoneezned in presetting that note: ^l^me passed on, — the 
hidividual in qae8ti<m became bopefuUj i»ous, and made pro* 
&88ion of religi(»i; and when that body met in that {daoe 
a^^un, appeared as a delegate from one of the county ooa» 
ferences.'* 

Soon after the meeting of the oonfarence, be went into 
Washington county, and spent the rest of the year. . His bir 
bors were mostly confined to Whitneyville and Northfield^ 
near Machias. These were then new places. The latter 
was then an uninocnporated plantation, (No. 24) ; and the 
zoad was so bad when he first visited it, thai he was obliged 
to leave his wagon and take a saddle. He speaks of the bad 
pd.e bridges which he had to pass, and his cause of thankiiil«» 
ness that he was not thrown fix>m his horse, at the expense of 
limbs or life, in that uninhabited part of the road. His earn* 
estness of desire for a blessing upon his labors here, is seen in 
a record made after a lecture, at the commencement of hie 
labors. < Oh, for good to be done to souls. If the Lord would 
only giv€^me one soadj O what a favor, -*— &r greater than to 
have bestowed upon me the whole world, or ten thousand 
w<»rld8. In prayer, as well as preaching, felt a solemn near* 
ness to Gk)d, and, I hope, a solemn confidence in him as a 
hearer of prayer.' At another time, we find him pleading 
with God along the road to a lecture, 'for assistance, and some 
souls' in the place, < as his hire,' — and the next morning, in 
secret prayer, telling Grod that he scarcely knew how to live, 
unless he would give him 'success in winning souls to Christ.' 

We give a few extracts from Ins diary during his labors 

* In a number of instances afterwards, we find him praying with 
much earnestness for this person ; and, in one, expressing the hope, 
l^iat, as his requests had been granted for other members of the same 
fiunily who had beconM piousi they would be ia this. 
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beie. The first follows an evening lecture, in which he had 
eojojed a eomlbrtable season. * In secret I rettimed thanks 
to God for affording me the opp<»innity this evening of 
speaking for him. It is a privilege, from the enjoTment I 
have in speaking for Qod and ^e assistance afforded. Blessed 
be the Lord that he ever called me to this work. The Apos* 
tie could say, ^ He coonted me faithful, putting me into the 
Ministry." Can it be possible that the Lord saw or counted 
me faUhfidf Gould this be the least reason that he put me 
into the- Ministry ? Oh, that he would help me to be faithful : 
and, Oh, to be made successful ;— *not to the feeding of my 
pride, but to the showing forth of his glory. He can make 
a worm the instrument of setting forth Ms perfections : and 
I have reason to rejoice that he can use such an unworthy 
instrument as myself to manifest his glory. Blessed be the 
Lord.' 

The next was after an evening lecture. < Had a pretty 
good meeting ; but not equal to the last evening and the eve- 
ning before. Then I had a more solemn and feeling sense 
of the Holiness and Majesty of God, and an awful sense of 
the retributions of eternity, and the worth of souls. Oh, such 
feelings should sJways exist when I am engaged in«6uch sol- 
emn work as carrying on a treaty of peace between God and 
man.' 

The next refers to some struggle with inward or outward 
sin, the particulars of which he does not specify. It follows 
confession and supplication in private. < Instead of sins be- 
ing the death <^ me, I ought, and, with Divine assistance, 
will be the death of sin. Through the meritorious righteous- 
ness and atoning blood of the Dear Redeemer, I shall come 
off conqueror, and more than conqueror at last, and join the 
song of the ransomed, *^ Salvation to our Grod which sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb ; " ^ ¥qt thou wast slun, 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood." There is no 
other alternative dian singing this song, or joining in the in* 
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mfevable groans and i^cmies of the daraned 1 To this dole* 
ful state I have been tending by sm* To the other blessed 
state I can onlj be raised by the mercy of my redeeming 
God.' 

Another: <I retired several times into the wood near byt 
to pray; and theie wrestled for spiritual merciess and, among 
other things, pleaded hard for my unconverted grand-chil-* 
dren. Oh, that they may beecane members of the household 
of faith b^re I die.' A private fast which he observed, in 
which, among much else which is interesting, he particular^ 
ized, with much earnestness, his children and children's chii. 
dren, we must pass over. 

. The following^ whidii was occasioned by reading in the book 
of Esther with Henry's imnotations, during which he was 
much impressed with her resolution to go to the king, we are 
unwilling to omit. < I begged earnestly of the Lord that h« 
would reach out the golden sceptre to me, and gnint me my 
requests for my kindred and the church in Chesterville. The 
old adversary is meditating their ruin, as Haman was that of 
the Jews ; and as his plot was overthrown, and the Jews deliv* 
ered, entreated that the devices of the devil might be ovem 
thrown, and souls saved, and the church delivered. Earn- 
estly besou^t the Lord, as he was so* much more merciM 
than any earthly potentate, to grant my request. Urged my 
petition, not simply to half the kingdom, but £br the whole of 
it. Poor souls must have all that Grod can bestow ! The 
constitution which he has given forbids that any thing less 
than this should satisfy them.' 

It would be happy for the church if all her members re* 
garded themselves as identified with her interests, and all 
their woids and actions as tending to bring a blight or a bless- 
ing upon her, and as bearing upon the weal or woe of immor- 
tal souls. The following extracts, (as do others which have 
been made,) show his feelings on this pcnnt < A word which 
} spoke unadvisedly gave me much uneasiness. Such small 

28» 
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things maj prgodiee die minds of the onoonTerted, andoocar 
Bion their etenial undoing. I cried to the IjofA in secret to 
prerent such an awfid eviL It is humiliating to think tiiat I 
am so smfbllj imperfect, that I maj be the means ci destro]r« 
ing soqIs, instead of saving them.' The next morning he 
prayed for an opportinutj to ask fiMgiyeness. As soon as he 
left his chamber an opportcmity elfered, and the tiling was 
done. * Bot, (he adds,) it is possible that I shall never ap* 
pear in the eyes of that person as I did before. Whenever I 
am thought ci, this improprietj will present itself and mar all. 
Well, it is of no consequence what becmnes of mj reputa- 
tion, although I ought to be very careful of it for the sake of 
Christ's cause. Only let souls be saved and God be glorified, 
and all will be welL' 

On the 15th of September he assisted in organizing a 
diurch of six members at Northfield. He afterward re- 
ceived a fow others, and, on the following Sabbath, adndnis- 
tered to it the Lord's Supper. This was said to be the first 
time that the ordinance had been administered in the place. 
On the 7th of December he also assisted in gathering a 
church of six members in Whitneyville. 

While laboring here, he visited and preached in manj 
other destitute places' in the county, passing over, also, to 
New Brunswidk. On one of these excursions, he assisted in 
the ordination of Rev. Wm. Davenport, at Perry. This oc- 
curred October 19th. The 26th of November found him 
mourning over the death of Rev. Samuel J<^mson, then Sec- 
retary of the Maine Missionary Society, who departed tiiis 
life on the 15th of that month. 

The former part of 1837, he spent in the vicinity of his 
residence, laboring here and there in destitute places, and as- 
sisting some of his brethren who were enjoying the outpour- 
ings of the Spirit upon their people. The fact of having 
been dismissed from the church in Chesterville seemed to 
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inereasey raliker tlian dimiiiifiliy the interest he felt in itswel* 
&re. Its members were now like sheep upon the mountains, 
having no shepherd : and firequentlj do we find him remem-* 
bering it with much earnestness at the throne of grace. And 
he had the happiness of seeing that the Good Shepherd took 
€are of it On the 15th of March he assisted in ordaining 
his youngest son as its pastor. His hand was laid upon his 
head while another led in the consecrating prayer ; and then 
he charged him, with the solemnity of Paul to his own son 
Timothy, to be fiuthfiil to the trust committed to him. 

Toward the close of the year, he labored, under the pat* 
lonage of the Massachusetts Missionary Sodefy, in Prov- 
iBcetown on Cape Cod. This town, which is the northern- 
most on the Cape, appears to have been somewhat of a moral 
desolation. For some time, the stated means of grace had 
not been enjoyed, reli^on was low, and error abounded. He 
entered this field near the close of August An extract or 
two from his diary will show how earnestly he desired and 
sought the blessing of God on his labors. The first day of 
September had been recommended, by the Greneral Associa- 
tion of Massachusetts, to be observed by the Churches as a 
reason of fasting and prayer ' for the union of Christians, the 
more plentiiul effusion of the Spirit, and the Divine directicm 
and blessing in political affiurs.' As no arrangements had 
there been made for such an observance of the day, and as 
he did not arrive in season to consult the members of the 
church and gather them for tiie purpose ; he observed the 
day by himself. This gave him the opportunity of being 
more particular, and embracing a greater number of subjects, 
than would have been proper in social worship. < I had, (he 
says,) a number of things of my own that I wished to spread 
before God, which I did with much importunity. Not for- 
getting the Church and pastor at Chesterville, I particular- 
ized my wife, and children, and grand-children, with much 
•earnestness. Besought the Lord to direct and help me in 
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plfloe. Ohy to be the instrisnent of raisiiig xq^ tbe &cb^ 
datioQS of manj generations, and the restoring of paths to 
dwell in. Had a solemn, good season.' At another time, in 
anticipation of an eyening lecture^ we find him retiring to a 
school-house, and there pouring out his soul before GkxU 
< Entreated help this evening, and while preaching in tius 
place. Oh, for some fruit, if it is but one sauL That, if he 
pleased, he could give me this evening. Oh, that he would. 
Why not now, O Lord God of Israel?' He preached to a 
full and attentive assembly, and had a solemn time to his own 
spoL <How easily, (he saysy) the Lord could carry home 
the word to some poor straying sinner, and make it effectual 
to his oonvictioa and salvation*' 

He lectured frequently, and visited much from house to 
house : and now the habit of praying at such times appears 
to have beonne more common than formerly. His meetings^ 
on week-days and on the Sabbath, were generally full, and 
his hearers att^ative and apparently interested. The inu 
pression whidi he made upon the minds of the people was 
so favorable, that, at the end of a three-months' mission, the 
Society which employed him was anxious that he should 
add another of the same length. To this, as it appeared to 
be duty, he with some reluctance consented. And though no 
general revival resulted from his labors, they appear to have 
been blessed to the conversion of some souls. He gather^ 
a few persons into the church; and, when he lefi, another 
minister appears to have taken the ground. 

The following incident, which occurred during his labors 
here, shows how his mind turned trifling events to spiritual 
account. On coming to a school-house where he had a leo» 
tare appointed, the door was found locked. The messenger 
who went for the key, retomed with the word that the mis-, 
tress lost it on her way luone. Another was procured, and 
the house opened. 'The event, (he says,) produced strong 
aspirations of soul that the Lord would produce kk hey^ and 
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open the hearto of the hnpenitent to reeeiye the truths He 
can make the holts of unbeHef and hardness of heart give 
baek, and the sinner himsdf be willing to open to Christ.' 

The following ilhtatrates the high degree in which he pos- 
iessed the spirit of adoipdonj and the childlike simplicity and 
freedom with which he came to God with his wants, and re* 
minded him of his promises. This, indeed, as all who knew 
him are aware, was a marked tndt in his Christian character. 
' Attended to sunset * and other seasons of evening devotioii 
with Interest Did long £>r the Holy Spirit to be with me 
ibr my own sanctification, and to make my labors efiectual 
here. Reminded my gracious Lord of the encouragement^ 
that he is more ready to give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him than earthly parents are to give good things to their 
children ; and that here was one of his needy children, and 
dependant and needy ministers, crying for the Hdy Spirit aa 
the only blessing that will relieve Cim. 

A record made after enjoying a delightful season in &mily« 
prayer, shows his deep sense of personal unworthinees and 
ill-desart, and how highly he valued the privilege of prayer* 
* Oh, what an estimate would a lost soul set on being placed 
again in probation, and enjoying the favor of God in exchange 
for his eternal frowns. Here am I, who deserved to be in 
hell, on probationary ground, and ^ under hopes of heavenly 
grace,'* as Milton expresses it What obligaticm I am under 
to be fbrever devoted to the service of the Grod of all my 
mercies. As to personal merit, I have no claim to anythii^ 
better than all the horrors of endless despair; and if God 
should take a condemned spirit from the lowest regions of 
misery, and plunge me into his place, — and put him in pos* 
session of all my privOeges and hopes and prospects of end- 
less conformity to God, and enjoyment of him in glory, what 
could I say against the justice of it? Aside from his cove- 
nant faithfulness and his promises of grace to his regenerate 

* Saturday evening. 
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duUren, tlieie would be no wraqg done to ne in the awlnl 
exdumge. Oh, if erer I get lo beaveo, what xeaaoa I sfaaH 
have etemaUj to adore the eoYBBuairTT 0/ dMnffuiddng 

While here^ as in other ^aees, we find him poeseasing % 
de^ anxiety, and pfesentiag many earnest 'praj^s £<»' the 
taasenkm of particiilar penons with whcMn he became ao-^ 
qff^«>^ It is not nneommon to find him wrestling with 
mnch importoiuty in their behalf and feeling as if he oonld 
not bedenied. And i^ as in the ea8e<^ a distinguished famUjr 
on the banks <^ the Fenobseot,* — whidi has been remazka* 
bly blessed, — that Messing, as one of the &mity said, began 
in the ferweaef of his sopj^cations lor it ; another day may 
leveal mnch good bestowed <m persons and <m hoosehc^ds m 
dus sf^ere of his labors,^* in answer to the pleadings of his 
fctth. 

A few wedu after closing his mission in ProYinoetown, 
(whidi ended with Febmary, 1838,) he oommenoed laboring in 
Kupswell, Me. The Congregational chnreh and society 
here, had for some years been destitute of stated means of 
grace, and needed scMue one to repair the breaches which 
time had made. His adyandng yemrs, connected as they weie 
with uncommon measures of bodily and mental vigor, did not 
disqualify him for sudi a service. The diur^es yet held hif 
labors in high esteem ; and it was upcm an application £rom 
the pe<^Ie here that he entered this field. Here, as else* 
where, his Master's business was his em{doy, and in its per- 
fimnance he manifested his customary diligence and zeaL 
Families, whom many would have overlooked, he sought out 
and visited; and the adjacent islands not unfrequently found 
him up<Hi them, calling from, house to house, and lecturing 
where the voice of the ministry was seldom .beard. His la* 
bors here commenced near the dose of June, and with -a few 

* Gen. John Crosby, of Hampden. 
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iatemiptioiis, oontiinrod till past tbe middle of October. 

a few extraots fix>in his disury, we pass over this period: -~ 

< July 8, Sabbath. Bose in the ni^t, and besoaght the assist- 
ance of the good Spirit in the public services of the day. Did the 
aame in the devotioDs oi the moniing, and seyeral times in se- 
cret before meeting/ After such a commencement of the day, 
we should expect (as we find), that in preaching and adminis- 
tering- the Lord's Supper, and in his evening lecture, he had 
solemn and interesting seasons. The associations and tbe 
facts, however, connected with the place where he spent Hm 
night, produced smne melancholy feelings. The house had 
been occupied by a deacon of the church who was gone to his 
reward, and was now inhabited by a son. < I first knew xl 
(he says), fifty^^six years ago. But oh, how changed 1 Neither 
the son nor his wife profess religion ; of course, there is na 
fiunily prayer as fenherly ; and he is risiag of seventy years 
old. Did long that the house might become again a house of 
prayer/ The next day he visited, and lectured on On^s 
Island He^e he had the satisfection of finding some &mi of 
previons labcM*s. A widow Beed infcmned him that her bus* 
band was awakened by a lecture he preached in the meeting- 
bouse, in 1816;* that he publidy professed, and honored 
reli^on to his dying day. ' iJh, (he says,) while God wilS 
have all the gloiy, what a privil^e it will be if I may meet 
some in heaven who were brought there by my instm- 

mentality ! ' He adds, < A Mr. S , also, told me that his 

wife obtidned her first evid^ice under miy preadiing.' 

A few days after this, he read an account of the fiberatioa 
id the slaves in the British West Indies, which occurred 
August 1, 1834. This, with the favorable effects <tf the 
measure, was highly gratifying to him. He was deefdy 
affected with the exi^ressions of gratitude to God winch went 
up to heaven fixMn the full hearts of those ^e bonds of whose 
thraldom had been removed^ «ad said, < I did long and pray 

* While he was iahoring in the reviyal at Brunswick. 
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tiiat such an act (^ liberation might take place in the slave- 
holding States in our own land, and that such a jnbflee mig)4 
be sung bj the poor oppressed Africans here. Maj He who 
hears the sighings c^ the prisoners and the groans of the op- 
pressed bring it about O, that it maj be accomplished 
soon!' This is bj no means the first time that he had 
thought and prajed £or the slave. He had sympathies for 
the oppressed, and had a tongue to speak, when occasioh 
offered, in their behalf. His views were not radical ; nor 
was the eje of his mind so fiUed with ^ the one idea' that he 
oould see little beside. He regarded it as one of the crying 
ains of the land, and entreated Grod, in behalf of his country, 
and in behalf of those whom his country cruelly (^pressed. 
And it deserves to be here noticed, that a few years pre- 
TOUS to this, when a convention met at Portland to deliberate 
on the subject of emancipation, he spent mudi of' Ihe day in 
private prayer to Grod that its doings might be guided and 
blessed. And in connection with this, it maj be proper to 
remark, that he was a fast friend of the Temperance reform, 
and discoursed on the subject in many places where he 
labored. 

The following shows, what we have had occasion before to 
notice, that simply xnUMectual success in constructing and 
delivering sermons, was far from satisfying him. He had 
earnestly sought assistance, on Sabbath morning, in the 
public duties of the day> and had enjoyed it. Of a lecture in 
the evening, however, he says, < Enjoyed liberty in speaking ; 
but felt as if all was not as it should be. Feared, on reflec- 
tion, that I had depended too much on a train of reasoning, 
and not enough on the Lord. Felt quite uncomfortable 
about it. O, to be stripped of everything but naked depen- 
dence on the Lord. Had some struggle before meeting 
from which of two passages to speak ; and had some misgiv- 
ing whether I did right in changing from the subject which 
was first upon my mind. This drove me to the throne of 
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grace for pardon, if I had acted injudiciously, and that the 
good cause might not be therebj injured.' 

Before closing his labors at Harpswell, he observed a day 
of private fiisting and prayer. As the circumstances, in one 
respect, were a little peculiar, and may be interesting to some 
to be known, a name is retained : * Went to Mr. Isaac Dun- 
lung's new house, which is finished outside and partly inside, 
and shut up. He is unmarried and at sea. I found admit- 
tance, and shut myself in, and spetit the day in sea*et fasting 
and prayer. It was just such a place as I wanted. Com- 
menced about ten o'clock, and experienced no interruption 
firom without. Had a solemn, good day. Among other things, 
prayed for the owner of the house, and that it might become 
a house of prayer. Toward the dose, particularized my wife 
and children, and grandchildren. Left about five o'clock. I 
believe no one knew of my entering or leaving the house.' 
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CHAPTER X. 

▼ABIOUS LABOBS.-^ DEATH OF HIS WIFE. — MISSIOITS Af 

BXjsLiNGTOir Aim vicnnrr.— AT tlagstafp. 

The f<»rraer port <^ 1839^ he labored {vinoipalljrm PbiUipi 
and KiDgfield. The knghigs of his «oul to be instrttmeiital 
of good are seen in the fbUowing record. ^ Have had mere 
dian ordinaiy desiree of h&te that T mi^t be useful ta souk 
before I die* As the Lord did bleas nie in Uie fenner fMit 
of mj mfaiistrjy do kmg at times that he will bless the latl^ 
part also.' He then mentions an instance of early success in 
Bloomfield, and sajs^ * O, for 8<Hne nxyre, to be the crown of 
my rejoicing ! The Lord is just as able to bless his word, 
«nd make' it effectual to the awakening and converfflon of 
sinners now, as he was in diose da3rs, almost forty-one years 
ago.' He then speaks of the mem(»»ble Sdbbath in Dennys- 
▼iUe, January 1, 1804, in which a number were efiectually 
wrought upon, and the foundation of the Congregational 
Church there laid ; and adds, ' Lord, help me to do some- 
thing more for thy cause, though I am <dd and gray-headed. 

Grod, forsake me not' 

While laboring here, the anniversary of being licensed, 
(May 7th,) occurred. He writes, * Forty-one years ago to-day, 

1 was licensed to preach the GospeL ' How time has fled 
away ! And how little hare I done for God ! I am so sin- 
ful and unfit for the ministry, that I sometimes fear the Lord 
has passed a decree of barrenness upon me the rest <^ my 
Hfo, — that he has said, ^ Write this man childless in the 
earth" for time to come. If so, it is a heavy doom, but/utf.' 
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It is <me of the peculiarities and ejDcellenoes of piety, thai 
it causes one to think humbly of himseiC It so turns his 
thoi^hts inward, and gives qne such views of his sinfulness 
and imperfections, and shows him that the good he has done 
fiiUs so far below his obligations, that he can scarcely aUow 
Jiimself to have effected any. It is on this principle that we 
find some of the best and most useful of men setting them^ 
aelves down as living almost in vain, and trembling in view 
of a comparison of themselves with others* The subject of 
this narrative had now been reading the life of the excellent 
Mr. Hallock, who entered the ministry a little previous to 
hims^ and performed his first mission in Vermont in 1801, 
(the year of his ovm first mission ; ) and he makes the foUow* 
ing reflecticms: <He died short of seventy, and I am spared 
to enter my eightieth year. J have reason to think that he 
did much more good thim ever I shall effect, and ^u* exceeded 
me in exemplary piety, I have reason to be ashamed of 
myself and greatly bumbled, when I read the lives of such 
bdy, devoted men*' 

Another destitute place now wished to enjoy his labors. 
The aged pastor of the church in Bamford, (Rev. Mr. Gould,) 
had become so enfeebled as to be unable kmger to discharge 
the duties of that office. About the middle of May he enter* 
ed that field, and there continued principally till November. 
Soon after commencing his lab<H^ here, he attended an im- 
portant meeting at Bethel, where an extensive revival had 
existed the winter previous ; and where, on the 23d of May, 
fifty*eight persons were received to the church at one time. 
Other ministers were present and (nreached, and a solemn 
and affecting season was enjoyed at the Lord's table. 

A brief record of a day spent in private prayer while 
laboring in Bumford, may be interesting to the reader. < Ob* 
tain^ the key of the meeting-house, and went in and locked 
the door. Spent the day in retirement fimn the world ; and 
if it had not been for scHne interruption fnmi my own wicked 
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beart, should have bad abnost a perfectly biappj day. Bat 
in tbi8 imperfect state, something arises to mar our enjojmenti 
Had much to do in confessing sins and imploring pardon. 
Some sins of m j joutb have lately been brought to my mind 
with frtfih and painful recollection, which I thought it my 
duty particularly to confess. Pleaded earnestly for the church 
and people here, — for our land, — for the world, — for 
prosperity to attend the benevolent efforts of the day, — and 
for my family and descendants/ 

The following expresses his feelings in behalf of a gentle- 
man* who was not a professor of religion, at whose house he 
passed a night. Similar instances, too numerous to mention, 
occur in almost every place he visits ; and yet by a subse- 
quent remark, it appears that every such instance is not 
noted in his diary. 'Felt much for him and his family, 
espedally in secret prayer. Had such earnest longings for 
tfaeir conversion and salvation, that I could scarcely contain 
myself. O, that a Hearer of prayer would grant my requests. 
Was almost ready to say with Luther, ^ Lord, it is my will, 
[that they be converted ;] and let my will be done." ^ For 
my will is thy will'' O, that it might be the Lord's will to 
aooomplish my will herein.' This appears not to be the only 
instance of earnest intercession for that family ; for, some 
time after, we find him saying, < Felt very desirous in secret 
that aH my ionising prayers for Mr. and Mrs. K. might not 
be in vain.' On the 9th of October, he assisted in the instal- 
lation of the writer at Westbrook. 

He commences the year 1840 with a record of important 
^BustB which had occurred during his life. < This morning I am 
eighty years old ; ten years over the common age of man 1 
Where have I got to ? My days have overrun the age of 
father, and mother, and many of my predecessors, and most 
of my c(mtemporaries. True, a number of my acquaintance 
are older than myself. My two brothers are <dder. One ia 

» Mr. D. KimbalL 



e^ty*seveii9 and the otber almt>9t eig^y-fiye^ Tliree Con* 
gregational ministers la the State are older than I am, and 
0ae Baptist minister.* But how small is the nomber oi such! 
How manj important events have taken place in the world 
nnce I came upon the stage I The Indian wars, in this part 
of the country, ceased on the reduction of Canada, and pea6e 
was established, when I was two years old. Boston was 
blockaded by the British when I was fourteen. The revolu- 
tionary war broke out when I was fift^eoy and closed when I 
was twenty-two. The dark day occurred when I was tw^ity* 
Hie French revolution took place, and the wcmderful career 
of Bonaparte and his wonderful down&ll ; the rise of atheism 
and its overthrow — aU in my day. Modem missicmary ^orts $ 
the age of Bi^e soi^eUes and Tract societies. Education and 
Temperance sodeties ; the rise of Col<»iization and Abolition 
societies ; many remarkable revivals of religion ; the wonder^ 
iiil outpourings of the Spirit on colleges and other places ; 
the raising up of preachers and the spread of evan^ieat 
religion, tluough our widenspreading population -r- have been 
in my day. I have witnessed many changes; but I must 
witness one nu>re important change : I must put ojf this 
earthly tabemade, and ext^ange warickl Oh, to be ready 
whenever the time comes.' 

At the dose of 1839 and the conun^oement of 1840, he 
lab<»ed a few Sabbaths in Phillips, Eingfield, aj^d vidnity. 
Near the dose c^ February he went agaui to HarpswelL 
One or two things, which occurred on the way, are worthy of 
attention. In the earlier part of his life, when he lived in a 
camp by himself we haTO noticed how much he enjoyed wor- 
ship at meals. He was also averse to innovations on time<» 
honored practices, and was a somewhat starenuous advocate 
for two services at meals. It so hai^>ened on this journey, 

* These are thoaght to be Rev. Amasa Smith, Rev. Mr. Gould, 
of Ramford, Rev. John Sawyer, and Elder Sylvahns Boardmaa. 
Rev. Mr. Sawyer survives him. 
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that he took a cUnner on the road. Of thb he sajB, * Had a 

good opportunity to ask a blessing and return thanks, as I 
went on the waj, without any one interrapting me* Found 
sweet nearness to Grod in the services, and feit them to be the 
best part of my repast Could not but think how much those 
Cbristians lose who omit giving thanks after their meals.' 

The next day, he narrowly escaped being drowned. Finding 
that the ice wad travelled from Gardiner to Bath, he took it at 
the former place, and followed the river down. The ice was 
glassy, and he enjoyed the guidance of only a single tzack. This, 
as it proceeded to Bath, he left by crossing over the point of 
land which makes down between Kennebedc river and Meny* 
meeting bay. He went on to the bay, intending to keep down 
near the western shore. This he found difficult A heavy &g 
*had risen, and he found himself frequently turning up into the 
coves. At length, not knowing exactly where he was, he turned 
up upon Cathance river, which he had intended to avoid* 
Seeing a house, he thought it best to leave the ice and pro- 
oeed on the land. In going ashore, though he had taken th^ 
precaution to examine the ice, his horse brc^e in. He suo> 
ceeded in partly releasing her from the sleigh; but, in moving 
round, he unfortunately stepped on a weak place himse£^ and 
went down nearly to his armpits. The place, however, was 
small ; and, his arms extended, fell on stronger ice ; and not- 
withstanding his age and weight,* after a few attempts he 
succeeded in getting out No person was within call ; and he 
dared not leave. His floundering horse succeeded in diaen* 
gaging herself from the sleigh ; and at length, with the little 
assistance he could render, in mounting upon a stroxiger por* 
tion of the ice. On inquiry, he was surprised to find that the 
water at the place was supposed to be twenty feet deep, or 
more. He says, ^ It seemed strange to every one how my 
beast ever got out But so it was ordered by a kind Provi- 
dence, that her life and my own were spared. Inthiakingof it 

* His ordinaxy weight was considerably more than two handred. 
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«fterwiird, eaadcided that it w^ a fiolemn call to be ready at 
any timey and under any circumstances, and prayed that it 
migfat be sanctified to me to the purging away of sin and fit- 
ting me fofr heaven. Oh, that I may not misimprove the 
providence.' 

At Harpswell) his labors appear to have been blessed. 'A 
number of cases of anxiety and hope occurred. And here, as 
well as previously at Kingfield, he seems to have practically 
remembered the injunction, <' Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to c(»ne in." While at Kingfield, 
we find him more than once pressing far up under the east 
dde of Mount -Abraham, where stones, and mud, and nume- 
rous sets of bars araross the way, obliged him to leave his 
wagon and take a saddle. At Harpswell, too> he neglected 
not the Islands. And on these, to some extent, the blessing 
of Heaven descended. At a second visit to Birch Island, he 
Ibttnd such a sdemn state of things and so many anxious^ 
tbat he regretted having yielded to an urgent request to go to 
Bath, where a revival of religion existed, and assist in a series 
of meetings. 

- Oi his return home, he found some special religious inter* 
est there. And the occurrence of a Wednesday-evening 
meeting (a meeting which the reader vnll recollect was estab- 
lished early in the history of the place) occasioned some remi- 
niscences, which, as illustrative of character, and the conneo- 
tt<m of following events with those which have since taken 
place, are too valuable to be lost He says, * We used to 
have good meetings in old times, when brother Samuel lived 

where Esq. M now does. He used to come when, in 

the &dl of the year, the meetings were in the evening, and 
the passing so bad* that he sometimes lost his shoes in the 
mud, going home, and would pull them out and walk the rest 
of the way in his stocking-feet. He was a persevering, uni- 
form, good man. I then oSten thought that it was not likely 

* Nearly a mile of forest had then to be passed through. 
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we should always liv^ together in eucb intiiiiale ChzMttt 
fellowship, and that we were trakung for somethiog difibreiit 
horn what we theo followed. I have often thought of ^ome 
feeliogp I oooe had on hearing Elder Smith preadi here from 
the text, '^Upon all hills dug with the mattock, there shall not 
come thither the fear of briers and thorns ; but it shall be for 
the sending forth of oxen, and the treading <)f lesser cattle.^' 
The hills he supposed to be the church, which waa the place 
tor sending forth preachers. I had thsen s(H&e very strong de- 
sires, and even faith to believe, that our ]^ttle church would be 
puch a place, and that some preadiers would be sent fortb 
from our Hide MIL Myself and brother Samuel, iwo of my soiie 
and Mr. Chapman, have proceeded from this little AiUofjSiam, 
And since we separated from Hallowell ehurdit we have oolo- 
nized Farmington, Wilton, and Eayette, And HaJlowett 
diurch has colonized Pittston, North Augusta, and YassaiU 
boro; and Yassalboro has oolimized Window, Clintoa, and 
Waterville^ Thus since Hallowell and we be^m together, 
we have spread abroad on the right hand and on the left; 
and that saying seems to be fulfilled in us, ^ Give phce * for 
the place is too strait f<»: us to dwell in ; lengthen the cmrds 
and strengthen the stakes.'' The liord often brings gml 
events from little causes, and thus glorifies himseli^ and Jay9 
aU human pride in the dust, where it ought to be.' 

In May and June, he peifonned ashort mission in linodii 
and vicinity, in the upper part of Penobscot Couoty. This 
was a new and destitute region^ In Burhngton, some spe* 
eial religious interest existed. In Enfield he Ibond a man 
who was awakened under his preaching in Ellsworth more 
than thirty years previous, whose impressions issued in hope- 
ful conversion, and who told him of one or two more whose 
attention was arrested at the same time. He was encouraged 
by the evidence of success in his previous labors. And it 
may be proper to remark here, once for all, that in all the 
destitute regions which he visited, he carefully looked after 
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the scattered sheep of Christ's Hocky ministering to their 
oomlbrt by visits, canversation, and prayer ; and often lectur- 
ing in priyate houses for the accommodation of the feeble, 
the aged, and the infirm ; scnuetimes administering to them, 
at such lectures, the special ordinances of the Gospel ; and 
that he looked up, and brought to the ordinance of baptism, 
a multitude of the scattered unconsecrated children of the 
church. And how highly the privileges thus afibrded were 
^sometimes valued, is shown by the fact, that, on a Sabbath 
which he spent at Lincoln, a man and his wife came twen^ 
miles to enjoy the ordinance of the Supper. 

July and August he labored again in Rumford, receiving a 
few, as he had done before, to tfie church. He was now fol- 
lowed here by Mr. £. S. Hopkins, who> near the dose of the 
year, was placed in charge of the church as its pastor. 

From the middle of October to the close of the year, he 
labored in Orrington. Here, unhappy alienations in the 
church had grown out of some ecclesiastical difficulties which 
he made some efforts to heal, but, as &r as appears, without 
success. 

During this year, his anxieties were called ibrth toward 
that child of his eariy prayers and tears, the church in Ches- 
terville. The under shepherd, who, a few years previous, 
had been placed over it, had been removed to another field 
of labor. Attending a conference of the church, he thus ex- 
presses himself: * At the close, the Church accepted the re* 
suit of Council in relation to D.'s dismission. In conversing 
on our destitute condition, I felt deeply, and others ap- 
peared to feel alsa We sang the 42d Psalm with ialtering 
voices, yet endeavored to exercise faith according to the last 
verse, 

" Hope in the Lord, whose mighty hand 
Can all thy woes remove ; 
Tor I shall yet before him stand, 
And sini; restoring loye.** 
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God groat thai it maj be bo. Oflfered prajer at the ckae^ 
and had a most solemiiy meltiog seaaon. Did seem to ezeiv 
dse fiuth that this diurdi will yet arise^ and that I shall Mtc 
to see it, aoooiding to the lines in the 128th Psalm, 

** This is tb« man whose happj eyes, 
ShaU jee &e sinking chnn^ arise. 
Then leave the world in peace,*' 

I seemed to feel that it would be so. Amx. 

Afterward, at a meeting of the church lor prayer in view 
of their bereaved condition, he possessed the same feelings. 

During this year, he assisted in four ii^tallations ; — that 
of his youngest son in Scarboro, August 2$tib ; thotof Bey* 
J. R Munsell, In East Brewer, October 7th; that of Ber. 
J. T. Hawes, in New ^laron, November 4th ; and that of 
Bev. Wm« J. Breed, in Bucksport, December 9th. 

We dose the year with an extiiact or two from his diaiyu 
Harking the progress of a month, he says, < Time is rolling 
and will never return. I am approaching nearer and nearer 
to the grave every day, leaving me less and less time to pre*, 
pare for deaths less and less time to do something here for 
God ; 9Bd more and more to be acoountable (or. But if I 
am indeed one of God's chosen, I am drawing nearer and 
nearer to the close of all my troubles and sins ; nearer and 
nearer to the rewards o£ the righteous — to the everlasting 
rest which remains for the people of God.' At another time, 
having enjoyed secret and family prayer, he says, < Oh, it is 
an inestimaUe privilege to get near to God in prayer. Oh, 
bow many mock prayers have I offered in my life-time, and 
verily tiiought I was doing God servicey and bringing him inio 
debt to me / And this was the occasion of much enmity of 
heart being exercised, when I thought it possible that the 
Lord would not regard my prayers and morality, but would 
convert and save openly profane persons, and pass by me, 
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md send me to fadQ at last! The thought was intolerable^ 
I have often thoo^t sinee^ what wonderful forbearaDoe the 
Lord exercised toward me, that he had not struck me dead 
in such exermeA of enmify against his Sovereignty and Jus- 
tice ! Ah, all heaven may well be astonished, if ever such a 
faell-^leserving wretch enters its pure mansions!' Again; 
finding on a review that he had confinmded two Scripture 
&cts in a sermcm, he felt much mortified^ and said, < May it 
bumble me, and check the pride of old age that I am trou- 
bled with. I have often prayed to be delivered fi:om the 
fMt9 of old age ; and surely, the pride of old age is one of 
its greatest levies/ 

Near the ccmnnencemait of 1841, he visited again his s(MI 
in Scarboro. Here, in family prayer, pleading for covenant 
blessings on the children, he says, ' It seemed as if the pronw 
ises of the covenant were as sure as the pillars of God's 
Throne.' With this, we here ccmnect another similar in- 
stance of his faith in the staHHty of God's covenant with be- 
lieving parents in behalf of their diildren. It was a few 
BUmtihs af^r the above, at a lecture in the house of this sooi 
at which he baptized one of his children. He says, < Tried 
to me<ytate and pray over a subject for this evening* Felt 
amne fears that the Lord would not afford his assistance, but 
besought him eamesUy. Spdke from Fs. 103 : 17, 18 : << The 
ttercy of the Lord is firom everlasting to eveiiasting upon 
tiiem that fear him, and his righteousness unto chOdren's chil- 
dren," etc. Do not know as I ever had a more solemn sea«^ 
sen in speaking, and prayings and administering the ordi- 
nance of baptism -*~ such a sende of the unchangeable attri-« 
hates of God, and the aSmhOs ttrtamiy of the fulfilment of 
bis promises. There seemed nothing in creation that could 
fully set it forth. Thought I did not grudge coming from 
home to this place, [a distance of some seventy-five miles,] 
if it was only for the enjoyment of this solemn season. Tried 
to give thanks for this iQmost unexpected favor, and prayed 
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that its inilaence might here be felt in impressing this ever- 
lasting nierc7 of God upcm the minds of his peof^/ * 

For two months, near the commencement of this jear, he 
labored again in Ornngton, This labor, (as also most of that 
in the same place the last year,) was performed under the 
direction of the Maine Missicmarj Society. Under the pat- 
ronage of the same Society, he also labored tiiirteen weeks in 
Burlington, Lincoln, and vicinity. In the two locations, he 
completed, within the limits of the missionary year, a mission 
tyf six months : and during this time, beside a multiplicity of 
weekly lectures, he failed but twice of preaching three timeB 
on the Sabbath. At the close of an abstract of his labors^ 
the report of that Society justly observee^ ' Fourscore years 
seem to have done little either in abating his ardor or cur- 
tailing his labors.' 

As Burlington, Lincoln, and vicinity, were, for a few yeacs 
subsequently, the principal sphere of his misnonaiy labors, 
we will here give, in his own language, a summary of them, 
taken from the Beports <^ the Maine Missionary Society. 
This will help the reader to see how the vigor c£ the eonstip 
tution which God had given him, held out, and how diligently 
he filled up his advancing years in the service of his Master. 
In 1842, he had a mission there <^ three and a quarter, 
months. During the time, he says, ^I took an excursion up 
the Aroostook Road, spending rather more than three weeks 
in the tour. I also employed a few days in rangmg up the 
Piscataquis. In the course of the mission, which I com-^ 
menced the 16th of March, I preached sixty-five times, [ jusi 
five times a week;] attended four Church conferences, and 
a few prayer meetings; administered the Lord's Supper 
three times ; baptized seven children ; visited several Sab* 

* His ferment pleading at this time might haT« had mach to do 
with a hopeful change which occurred in a child oi this family, who, 
a few weeks after, was torn from Its parents by death. 
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]»ih SduM^ ; made two himdred and tMitj-one ^imilj vis- 
its; attended one funeral; and oolleeted for the use of the 
Society, thirtj^ne dolkrs and sixtj-seven cents.' 

His Bussion reported in June, 1848, was :for three months, 
fmd oomme&oed September 14th; he < preached seTentj-nine 
times, [more than six and a half times a week ;) attended 
feur Chuitdi oonferenees ; administered the Lord's Supper 
Soar times; baptized eleven children, Bnd made two huor 
dred and thirty-three family visits.' 

His oBssion reported in 1844 was for three and a quarter 
SMmths. In thus, he < preached sixty-nine times, [five times a 
week;] attended five ccmference meetings; visited a few 
achools; baptized two adults, and eight children; admitted 
four persons to churdi-fellowship ; administered the Lc»xl's 
Supper three times, and made two hundred and tlurty-sis 
ftmily visits/ 

His mission fer 1845, which was for six- months, reports : 
^Fneoched one hundred aad thirty-eight times, [nearly six 
times a week ;] lUti^ded faar churdi ^sts and conferences ; 
baptised one adult, and elevai children ; administered the 
lyoid's Supper five times; admitted four persons to church^ 
leHowship ; assisted in the oi^ganizadon of one dburoh, and 
made three hundred and sixty4hree family visits.' At this 
timie it wiU be ranembered that h6 was eighty-fire yean 

The excursion up the Aroostook road, mentioned in the first 
of these reporte, was to visit Fatten, high up In Penobscot 
eannty, about one hundred miles north of Bangor, m&re than 
£fty nules north of Bi«rlingtoB, aad nearly in the same paral- 
lel with Houlton. This was in April, 1842. Here he was 
ixnstaotly in motion, laboring with much of the activity of his 
youngs years. In one instance we find him going two miles 
m foot to a weekly lecture, over a road which had in it so 
many open sloughs, that it was impracticable to go with a 
vagjm, or a sieigh, or on horse^badL ; and of course he had 

30 
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to return hj the same means. He preached hi the thinly in- 
habited plantations on the road ; and on his retam to Linools, 
from which he bad been absent twenty-fear days, he bad 

* preached twenty-fimr times, attended two <^nrch too&iTeDceSf 
baptized three children, administered the Lord's Supper once, 
and made forty family visits/ At Patten he foond a lady 
who was hopefully brought to the Saviour^s feet, as the restdt 
of impressions which she received &om a lecture he preached 
at Ellsworth, when she was ten years old. 

We now return to 1841. The portion of the year not oc- 
cupied as above indicated, was spent in labors somewhat pro- 
miscuous , — principally in the vicinity of his residence. Dil^ 
ferent journeys were taken ; one in August, to Boston. While 
in the vicinity, he attended the anniversary of the Theolo^cskl 
Seminary, at Andover. Here he was invited to fill the place 
of the preacher before the Alumni, who was absait. The re- 
quest was unexpected ; and he * had but little opportunity to 
pray in retirement.' But he obtained < liberty at the throne 
of grace,' and went forward. He preached from 2 Cor. 2 : 
15, 16, ^ For we are unto God a sweet savor of Christ, ha 
them that are saved, and in them that perish," etc. He en- 
joyed a solemn season to his own soul ; and there is reasoo 
to believe that it was not without interest and e<Hfieation lo 
his hearers. The next day, during the exercises of the ex* 
hibition, he was informed by a note, that he wouH be cafled 
upon to offer the closing prayer. He says, <I lifted up my 
heart ^o God for help ; and I trust he afibrded it. I mi^ 
needs think that I got near the Lord in the duty.' Professor 
Stuart afterward remarked to him with manifest emotion, 

* T&u have refreshed my souL* 

The next Sabbath he preached for Dr. Burgess, of Ded- 
ham, and assisted in administering the Supper. He appears 
to have had, on the whole, a solemn, interesting season. Bat 
on a review, he says, ' Had much m%tter of humiliaticm be- 
fore God. Oh, if the precious blood of Christ is not applied 
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to my aovl, Hxere is am enoa^ attending and deaving to my 
koliest servioes forever to exclude me frcnn the fovorable 
presence of God. None but Christ — none bat Christ and 
has precious blood, can save my soul from the dreadful con- 
sequences (^ sin, here or hereafW.' 

On the 7th of November he was called upon to officiate at 
tiie funeral of a long-tried and &ithf ul friend, a deacon* of 
the church at Chesterville. This was to hkn a very affecting^ 
and somewhat painful service. < My feelings, (he says), were 
much excited. But I was enabled so to command them that 
they did not materially obstruct my uttenmce.' A subsequent 
zeflection on the event is thought to be worth preserving. 

<The reflection that I should never again see deacon F , 

in this world, seemed melancholy. But the Great Head of 
"the Church has <Mrdered the removal of his relation from the 
ehurch militant to the church triumphant, and calls upon us 
to give our consent to the transfer. If a member was re. 
moving to a distant part o£ the country, where he would be 
in a situation to do much more good, and enjoy much more 
than with us,— though it would be tr3ring to part with him, --« 
we should readily consent to the transfer of his church stand* 
ing; and we certainly should be willing when -the removal is 
to heaven.' 

Near the close of the year, he was readii:^ in course in 
fiimily worship, the history of Israel's deliverance from 
Egypt. A record or two which the events connected with 
it occasioned, we will give. <A solemn season in fiunily 
prayer, occasioned by reading God's dealings with Pharaoh. 
This brought to view the justice of the procedure, had he 
entered into judgment with us, and destroyed us as he did 
that proud and obstinate monarch.' The savor of these feel* 
ings seems to have remained with him ; for, of a season of 
iwayer in a social meeting that evening, he says, < Had a very 
lively and impressive sense of the entire dependence of crea« 

* Joseph French. 
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tafes on GocJ, imd Uiat a proper neme of fbat dependence 
would lead to more than or^aiy exertions to do his will. A 
belief of the sovereignty of God and his superintendence of 
all creatures, actions, snd erents, if rightly understood, will 
never lead to indifference and indolence, hut to aetivitj and 
dilig^ice.' Again, a few days onward : < Had a solemn sea* 
son in family prayer. Hare not done with Pharaoh yet, in 
the course of reading: and I suppose that the Lord has not 
done with him yet. Nor has he done with Moses. He finds 
good employment for him in heaven, I do not douht. O^ 
Boay I be admitted to join him at last in singing the song of 
Moses and the Lamb.' 

The first part of 1842, he spent about home. The health 
of his wife had been failing for some time ; and it became 
evident that she had not l<mg to live. This rendered 
it neeessaiy that he should not leave. On the i9th of Jan^ 
vary, h» grandson, David B. Sewall, was ordained over the 
Congr^ational Church in Robbinston, which, years before, 
he had assisted in gathering. He had been requested to be 
on the Council, with a view to his (^ring the consecrating 
prayer. It was quite a trial to him not to be present on the 
solemn and interesting occasion. But circumstances wooM 
not permit. He did not, however, overlook the object On 
die evening of that day, the Wednesday prayer-meeting was 
at his house. Just before its commencement, his wife, (now 
very feeble and confined to the bed), requested him not to 
ferget the ^ consecrating prayer.' The request was probably 
not necessary ; but it shows the deep interest she felt in the 
thing. The meeting was opened. He led in prayer, and 
poured out his fall soul hefore God in that behalf. And thus 
the grand-parents, (one of them just on the verge of heaven,) 
and the parents^ (who, prevented from attending the ordina- 
^n, were visiting their sick parent,) and other Christian re* 
latives and friends united in invoking the Divine blessing on 
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ike newly constitated. pastOTy and on the eluirch aad society 
over.which he was placed, and on the conneetion which had 
been fonned between them. 

His wife continued to langtoBh. Her religious exercises 
irom the first had not been of a brilliant character. She had 
goffered from many doubts of her acceptance with God : and 
jet her life had borne ample testimony of her interest in the 
cause of Christ Oppressed with a complication of diseases 
which had been accumulating and gathering strength for 
yearS} and which now had sunk her so low and weighed upon 
her so heavily that reason sometimes reeled upon its throne; 
these doubts still afflicted her. A crucified Saviour was aH 
her confidence; but there was wanting that confidence of 
fidth which would put all fears to fli(^t. This led him to 
{dead very earnestly in her behalf. While he felt, and 
deejay felt, that they were bodi unworthy of the £Eivor; he 
entreated that the cloud which obscured the britght visions of 
the Saviour's face might be withdrawn. His sympathy, also, 
was excited in her behalf by remembering that his absence 
§oie the work of the ministry had thrown upcm her the care 
and labor of training a numerous fiunily ; and had imposed 
iqpon hfir, in many respects, a heavy weight of anxiety ai>a 
re^nsibility which probably bent her erect form socmer 
than it would otherwise have stooped ; and might have ii^ 
duced the very infirmities under which she was sinking. In 
this sense, at least, she had suffered for Christ's sake; and 
he used* this as an additional plea that the Saviour would be 
gradous to her now in the hour of her extremity. Many 
teas(ms ci fervent prayer did he enjoy with her as well as 
for her. At length, her &ith seemed to triumph. The fiital 
day came. A change in her was observed; and it was evi- 
dent that the messenger ci death was about to serve the fearr 
iul summons. And, to the question : < Are you ready to go ? ' 
die replied, ' Yes, ready and willing. I gave up myself to 
Qbmt this morning before day lig^t; ' — meanipg» probably^ 

80* 
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tbat ehe made mi entire rarreiider of henelf end aU her ia* 
terests into His hands. Shortly after, she dosed her eyes^ 
and quietly ceased to breathe. This oeccoTed on Sotardajy 
the 2Gth of Febmaiy. Thus the link was sundered which 
had bound them in the nearest earthly coonectkm for morO- 
than fifty-foar years, and she was p^mitted, we hope, to soar 
to worids above, and he was left, alone and disconsolate, to 
tdl on through the few remainii^ years of life. Bui he 
bowed submissively to the Divine will, and prayed that the 
bereavement might be made the means of increasing his ho^ 
Hness and usefuhiess, and his preparation fat heaven. She 
was nearly seventy*three and a half years old ; and the tes* 
timony which he gives of her worth, and every word of which 
k deserved, is, that she was ' a discreet, prudent, faithful, pa* 
tient, industrious, loving, persevering^ good wife.' All these 
^pttdities were put in requisitiiMi by the droumstances in 
which she was placed ; and they had a happy devdopment 
in her diaraeter. 

The next day he preadied from the tescts, ^He doeth ao> 
cording to his will in the army of heav^ and among the in* 
habitants of the earth,** etc (Dan. 4 : 35.) and, <' It is bet^ 
ter to go to the house of mournings dian to go to the hoose 
of feasting: for that is the end of all men; and the Hving 
wiU lay it to heart," etc. 

The funeral took place on Tuesday, at whidi Bev. Mr, 
Rogers of Farmington, preadied from Mark 14 : 8, ^ She 
hath done what she could." As he was walking itf^ her 
into the grave yard, the bereaved husband thought, ^ I have 
accompanied my wife to the brink of the valley oi the shadow 
of death ; I now follow her to the brink of the grave; bol 
I can foUow her no fturther till the Lord give the word» 
Said Qirist to his disdples, ^ Ye cannot fdlow me now ; but 
ye shall folk>w me hereafter." So it will be in this case. I 
«hall follow hereafter, at his bidding who gave me beings* 
It is no w<aider that wh<m he retured to the house of which 
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tiid bad been so long an inmate, and where she had often 
greeted him with-a smile, it ' locked desolate, and a melacft* 
eholy, diflcoasoiate feeling came over* him. 

Ab might be expected, we find frequent reference in his 
diary to these solemn and impressive events. A few weeka 
afterward, when desiring a sanctified efiect from the bereave* 
laent, he sajs, < This has scxnetimes seemed to me as the kst 
correction which the Lord wiD administer to me ; and that 
the result would be, that if not cored of sin, I should be 
given np as hopeless ; or, that transgression would be thus 
purged away, and I be fitted for a state of ineonceivabla 
blessedness.' The reader, who has followed him so long hi 
Us religious course, and witnessed his uncommon devoted* 
Bess, may be unpleasantly affected by the expression of a 
bare possibility that he might be 'given up as hopeless.* 
But to him, who deeply felt that he had no merit, and who 
knew *< the plague of his own heart," and who often and pain<^ 
ftdly felt its workings within ; the possibility of such an event 
appeared not so strange. Sin still cleaved to him; and he 
felt it to be extremely offensive to God : and he knew that if 
he escaped its worst consequences, it would only be by an aot 
of sovereign merqy. It shows, too, his sense of the critical 
•koation of one who is appcoadiing the end of his probation, 
and with whom the last means of sanotification are em* 
ployed. 

However fearfbl he might have been that the correction 
adnnnistered would not produce the desired effect, tlie reader 
wfli doubtless be satisfied by the following, which occurs a 
few weeks after the above, that he took the right course to 
secure it < Walked out, and attended to secret prayer. 
Longed to be filled with the enjoyment of Grod, so that the 
vacancy experienced by the loss of my wife may be filled, to 
tfae satisfeotion of my soul, with rich abundance. When the 
streams fiiO, O, to go to the fountain head and find enough ; 
and that, too, which is free from alloy !' A few months after. 
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referring to the death <£ his wife, he was led to refer to tluil 
of his daughter Marj, (Mrs. Chapman) whidi occurred in 
1825. On the latter, he remarks, < How much, (as I have 
reason to think,) she has rejoiced since that time, tliat she got 
to heaven so early in life 1 How much I mourned that she 
was called awaj so young: and how mudi sin I have com* 
mitted in so doing, the Lord knows infinitdy better than I do.' 

Not long after the decease of his wife, he entered upon the 
misskm in Bmlington, Lincoln and ridnitj, already noticed. 
Before going, he speaks «f a great work of grace in Win> 
throp ; and, on his way, of an unusual religions interest in 
Bangor. He mentions also a powerful revival in Brownviile. 

Perhaps it is due to his native State, which, by the noUe 
legal stand she has recently taken in the Oiase <^ Temper^ 
imce, is provoking to emulation her sisters in the coDfederacy, 
here to notice a fact which may be feding fixHn the recollec- 
tion of many, and which others do not know. It is, that to 
Mame belongs tiie credit c^ embracing the first modem soci* 
ety of Reformed Drunkards which is known to have existed. 
On this journey to the field c€ his labor, he paused at Enfield, 
which lies on the Penobscot about thirty-five miles above 
Bang(»>, and visited the gentleman with whom the measure 
originated. The following is the record which he grvea. 
* Galled on Esq. Goodale,* and talked some time with him^ 
and got the account of his waking up from an intemperate 
course, and inducing a number ci his associates to join him in 
forming themselves into a temperance sodefy on the same 
principles with the Washingtonians in Baltimore, and two 
months or more earlier. This was formed in February, 1841; 
and the one in Baltimore, in A{»il of the same year. After 
conversing, I prayed with him and his family.' And, no doubt, 
he poured out the fullness of a warm and grateful heart for 
God's unspeakable goodness to him and his household ; and 

* His name deserres to be preserved, as well as that of John 
Hawkins. 
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fnjei that lie and those associated with him migfat stand fim 
ta the principles they had adopted ; and that the reform so 
aui^idously begnn in that mihappy dass of the coramunitf ^ 
flnglrt proceed till it embraced them alL 

During the former part <£ this year, he performed the mis* 
sion which was reported in June, 1 842 ; and, in the latter part) 
the mission which was reported the following year; so that the 
most of his labor during the year was bestowed on that field. 
He speaks of some attention in Enfield, and some in Lee. la 
Springfield, he gathered a few into the Lincoln church, Li 
Buriington he found a lady who was hopefully converted un* 
der his preaching, in Starks, some years previous. To be 
made the instrument of any good, he felt unworthy ; and, in 
Tiew of the privilege of bdng allowed to live and labor for 
.Christ, he thus expresses himself. ^ Blessed be the Lord for 
an his mercies. I am unworthy of a standing on his earthy 
aeiach less of the privilege of a standing in his church and a 
standing in the Ministry, to dispense his word Bad administer 
Ae ordiilances of his house. And yet he fav<Hrs me with such 
privileges, and promises me, if indeed I am one of his children^ 
ft place in his kingdom, and of shining as a star, and even as 
the sun, if I turn many to righteoumess.' And then, as ex- 
pressive of a sense of his unworthiness, he adds : * But instead 
of such glory, if I should be dealt with acc(»ding to my deserts, 
I should have the blackness of daikness reserved for me, in 
the lowest pit of ruin ? 

The manner in which he dosed one of these missions, must 
have been somewhat impressive to his hearers* He had 
preached a third time, on the Sabbath, irom Rev. 6:17, <<The 
great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to 
stand ?" and enjoyed freedom and solemnity in the service. 
* Took my leave of the people, (he says,) and at the doee 
mentioned that as it was common to make appointments, I 
would remind them that God had made an appointment to 
judge the world on a certain day^ and that we were soleomly 
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warned to meet him, and be piepared to meet him on tliat 
day.' 

We have witaeased his anxiety and prajrer that the church 
in Chesterville might enjoy the stated ministry and ordinances 
of the GospeL On the 6th of July, he assisted in the ordina- 
taon of Mr. J. H. Conant as its pastor, — a blessing which, 
fixnn that time to the present, it has continoed to enjoy* 

Some/ deaths, also, in the ministry, during the year, he was 
eaUed to mourn. Bev. Mr. Gould, of Bumford, departed this 
life May 21st; and Bev. Mr. May, of Strong, in the morning 
of a successful ministry, on the Idth of May. The cirde of 
his own immediate relatives was invaded. His brother Daniel^ 
of Kennebunk, was removed Oct l4th. 

• In the former part of 1843, in consequence of a request 
firom the society in Frankfort, he labored there for three months 
•<— April, May, and June. Here he preached, as usual, three 
times almost every Sabbath, and repeatedly during the week ; 
and visited, conversed, and prayed, with untiring diligence. 
Some special religious interest existed, and a few hc^ieful con* 
versions occurred. In August, he took a tour eastward, as &c 
as Addison ; and, on the 24th of that month, assisted in the 
installation of the writer at BluehilL Toward the dose of 
September, he nuide a trip to Houlton, and went thence into 
Washington county, spending a number of Sabbaths at Pem- 
broke, and others at different places in the vicinity. While ia 
this region, on the 10th of October, he assisted in the ordinao 
tion of Mr. Pond at Easlport 

With a few extracts from his diary, we pass over the year* 

* Before break&st, I read some of Mr. Edwards's experience. 
Was struck with his deep and lively views of sin, and the 
wonderful way of atonement It served to awaken in me 
some similar feelings. Bead the dd chapter o£ Bomans, which 
brings depravity and grace to view, and had an affecting sei^ 
son in confessing sin, and repairing to the glorious righteous* 
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ness of Christ for pardon and justifioation before a holj 
God.' 

In the foBawing manner he laments a pardcalar sin. It 
vas on Sabbath evening, after he had enjoyed assistance and 
comfort in public datj. * I foond myself in danger of pride. 
Felt some secret workings of self-approbation, especially in 
being able to do so well at my age. [Such is the guileless 
simplidty with which he expresses himself.] Endeavored to 
watch and pray against this accursed sin, — the sin which 
drove the offending angels out of heaven, and chained them 
down in daikness forever. O, to be purged and delivered 
from this dreadful sin, — always to feel my dependence and 
be kept humble. What have I that I have not received? 
Nothing is more unbecoming than pride. It is practical 
atiieism. It is saying that / am, and beside me there is none 
else that sustains me ! The good Lord deliver me from such 
dreadful Ikuphem^ I ' 

At another time, he thus longs after holiness : < On Thurs- 
day last, as I was riding along, I was thinking upon the sal^ 
Tadon which God had provided for guilty man, and of its 
being a hofy salvation, and that one great object of Chrisf s 
fuffering on the cross, was to purchase to himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works, who were finally to be present- 
ed before God as chaste virgins, without spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing. I did long, and earnestly pray with tears, 
that he would give me this salvation, that I might be perfeetfy 
hofy, as he had required me to be. O, to be perfect, as my 
Heavenly Father is perfect, — to be troubled with no more 
sin to all eternity ! ' 

It was comparatively rare, that in preaching he did not 
mjoy such a solemn sense of Divine things, as to feel a good 
degree of comfort in view of the state of his heart Some- 
times, however, it was otherwise ; and the following extracts 
show how he felt at such times. They occur at the dose of 
two successive Sabbaths, during whidi he had enjoyed liberty 
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ia speaUog, \mi noi nB die «oleauiitj of feeling 'vrkkk he 
wished < I love to have a realising sense of spiritual things, 

believing se»m ci the guill aad danger of the impenitent, 
when I address them. I am not 'satisfied with myself, nnlen 

1 feel something of this when I am speaking God's word. 
When, in preaching, I am fiivored widi such a realizing sense 
of things, I feel in a good measore clear of hlame, and that 
the blood of souls will not be found upon my garments, and 
fliat aooner or later thej will feel that thej have heard God*is 
truth*' ' I enjojed fieedom in speaking, but not all that afiec- 
tMXiate, solemn sense of things which I love to have, when I 
apeak to fellow-creatores in God's name about their eternal 
interests. What multitudes are on the point of perishing 
fi>rever, and how little I ^1 for them, — talk about the mat- 
ter, when ihe welfare of their never-djmg souls is ai stak^ 
aa if it was not <^ sach importance as I mjself saj it is ! O, 
it is such a contradiction, — so inconsistent, — that I nsk 
aometimes sick o£ mysdf. O, for the quickening influences 
of the H0I7 Spirit upon mj own souL If judgment must 
begin at the house of God, revivals of religion must begin 
there, and especially with the ministers of God. Help, Lord 1 
help, Lord ! for vain is the help of man, or even of angels, 
without help from thee.' 

In this brief sketch of his life,'we pass the observance of 
some days <^ private fasting and prayer unnoticed. But we 
feel disposed to introduce the record of one with which he 
eommenced the year 1844. < So my days pass away. I 
cbsed my eighty<fburth year last evening. If the prophetess 
Anna was said to be of great age when ^e was about four 
score and four years old, this may now be sa«i of me.. But 
how have I spent these eighty-four years? Ah! I have 
much reason of shame aiid blushing, and to exerdse deep 
repentance, and plead for pardon. Finding that I could be 
accommodated with a room to myself* I devoted the day to 

* He was now at Dixflcld. 
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fiiatiog apd prajer. E&dearoted to look over m^ l^imd 
into mj hearty and make coofeaaioii before God, and plead for 
pardon through the att^atoning l^ood of the dear Redeemer, 
Spread the case of our coontrj b^re the Lord, and besougjhi 
bis graciouB aid for our rulers, and that he would remove the 
evUs which abound amoog us, and which call for the vea* 
§eance of heaven. Besought the Lord to remove slavery fron 
us, and paralyze the eff(»ts of the Bomanists, and spread the 
glorious Grospel through all parts of our land. Asked mercy 
lor the church at Chesterville, and for the church at laigeu 

Pleaded for my relatives, particularly for M. J ^'s* coik* 

version/ Jn these exercises, he spent the tirnq £rom morning 
tiU about sundown. 

With this we connect the record of a »milar season whidi 
was observed on the 2d <^ May. < Commenced, aHer invoca* 
tton, by reading the first chapter oi Romans. Trust I felt ui 
prayer, that I have the same ccHTupt dispositibn by nature aa 
the poor heathen ; and consideiing my oj^xnlunitiea and ith 
fennation, and the light and instruction afforded, my tipns^ 
gressions have been more aggravated, in the sight of God| 
than theirs. Confessed my sina with deep abhonenoe, and 
that my ill desert was akin to that of Sodom. Thenreadthe 
fifty-first Psalm, and besought the Lord to put away mina 
iniquities, as he did those of David, and restore unto mo the 
joys of his salvation, and uphold me with his free Spirit* 

Read the twelflh of Rom^ and endeavored to devote myself 
loul and body, with all my powers and &cultieS| time imd 
talents, to the Lord, as his reasonable due, for his servioct aa 
hmg as he shall see fit to sustain me in life« Bead tho £pia> 
ties to Timothy and Titus ; and prayed to be enabled to do 
according to those directions, and to feel the force of those 
solemn chaises. Read the twentj-fifith and one hundred and 
third Psalms ; and prayed for my children separately, and 

* A grand-dangbter, for whose salyation we find hun at other 
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flieir duMven, Mid oommitted them to GcA and hU ooTenaa^ 
eare. Read the thvtj-ifth and foitj-ninth chapters c€ Isa*; 
and pleaded for the eburch m Chestenrille. Bead {torn the 
eleventh to the sixteenth Psahns indnnve ; and besoogbt the 
Lord for oar land, its civil goT^nunent «id the chnrch. Bead 
the last chapter oi Bom. ; and prayed for many fri^ids and 
ben^actors, and that the Lord woald do infinitely better for 
them than they are capable of doing for me.' Between these 
tiro seasons, he also spent three hours on the afternoon xji the 
annmU State Fast in a similar manner, after having performed 
pnUic services in the forenoon. 

The greater part of this year, as we have already noticed, 
was spent in the service of the Maine Missionary Society in 
Boziington, Lincoln, and vicinity. In the former of these 
places, some special religious interest existed ; and he gather-^ 
ad a few into the church. The latter portion of his labors in 
flos region was principally bestowed on Plantation No. 6» 
east of Springfield. Here, few privileges had been enjoyed, 
mtt#t in^B£ference to religion existed, and he was pained by 
many open pro&nattons of the Sabbath, and that sometimes 
by professed Christians. One example illustrates these 
kitimalions, partieulady that of indifference to religicm and 
xeH^us institutions. A fiimily nearest to the place where 
he gave a Sabbath evening lecture, in September, were thus 
employed : The fitther had gone to put brimstone in various 
parts of his field of com to prevent the incursions of the bears^ 
which had committed some depredations; the sons were 
watching the cattle, which must be baited in the field ; the 
daughters, with the hired man, must witness the perform- 
ances of a sin^g-«diool ; and the mother, with no one else 
to do it for her, must remain at home with the care of her 
mfant Of a Sabbath in August, he had made the following 
record: ' Was grieved to find that so many worked among the 
hay to-day. The man where I put up did not go to meeting 
at all, but worked all day. And his brothers, though profea- 
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Bors, did fiometliii^ to tbeir hay sA&t meeting.' Sunoaoded 
hj sueh things, it is no wonder that his sfMrit was^ stirred 
within him, and that he plainly, though kindly, remona^ated 
with some of these parents on the immomUty ci their coaduet^ 
and the manner in which they were training -their children* 
It is not strange that he besought Gtod earnestly in th^ be- 
half ; and was hence led to say, < What should I do withoaC 
prayer ? As a privilege, what should I do without it ? As a 
source of enjoyment, — as a means of communion with 
heaven, — as a preparation f(»r other duties, — what should I 
do without it ? ' His labors in this region, however, were not 
without some encouragement To the church in Springfield, 
he received four members. 

In his d^erent promiscuous tours and labors during the 
year, on the first day of February, he attended the dedication 
of Winter Street Church, Bath: on the 14th of> the same 
month, he assisted in the ordination of Mr* A. Morton at 
Temple ; on the 18 th of June, in the ordination of Mr. E» 
'EeUogg at Ekrpswell ; and on die 29th of August, in the 
brdination of Mr. S. H. Hayes at Frankfort; each to a 
pastoral charge. 

At the hazard of extending this volume to an undue length, 
we must give the reader a few Inief extracts fran his cHary 
during the year : — 

< Find myself a sinful creature. The ^old man" is not 
dead yet O, for sanctification of heart and life. To be in a 
state where no sinful thought will be exercised again, how 
unspeakably desirable ! 0, 1^ a proper detestation <3i every* 
thing sinful. O, for a more thorough hatred of sin «» iiu^ 
against Grod and his holy law, and his holy GrospeL O, for a 
greater love to holiness, to see, beside the happiness it confers 
on those who love it, its intrinsic nature iind ifolue. Unless 
I have some such exercises of love and hatred, I conehide 
that I have no scriptural evidence of being a child of God* 
When I have strong exercises of love to God and hdiness» 
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Mid bfttied of sin, itod a^i^t in Uie irndia of die Saisred 
Woid, I- have no troable atxwt erideneet of ray staading m 
the household of fkidi. These affeedoiis bring their own 
eridence mih them. I want no other eridence thai the son 
^ines, than to see its light* 

At another time, in preaehing from PhiL 1 : 6, '^ Being eoo» 
lldentof this very thing, that he which hath began a ^>od work 
in you will perfnin it until the day of Jesus Christ," — he had 
treated ef the work of sanetification as gradual, and spok^i 
of those seasons of a Christian's entire acquiescence in the 
Divine will, and being so swallowed up in it as to have no 
ixMudous actings of sin, even in thought, as so many eamesls 
and ftxretastes of perfect sanetification at length in heaven, 
cathi^ than evidences of perfect sanetification here. And he 
adds: ^In ecHisidering such seasons as Mmetts of the taai 
atete d holiness, I had scwae peculiar views and feelinga. 
The final perfect state seemed Bfce a sherdesSj hoii&mlem 
9€eany and such seascMis as rills,— ^small rills from the ex- 
haostless fountain <^ Divine grace. The comparison, as to 
extent and duration, seemed fedble; and my soul seemed 
swallowed up and lost in the boundless prospect in the eternal 
wortd.' 

In the former part of 1845, he completed a missioii for mx 
months, which he had undertaken, at Burlington and vidbity. 
While here, the anniversary i£ his wife's death occurred, -«» 
his refiecUoiK upon which may not be imaoeeptable. < Three 
years ago this day, my wife dosed her mortal lifo. I trust 
she has been all that time in heaven ; and, if so, they have 
heea a happy three years to hen Three years without sin 
or sorrow, ----in a state of perfect holiness and happiness) 
HaH, glorified soid i got safe to heaven at last No more to 
l^roan under the evils of this mortal state. No more to be 
tried and vexed with disappointments and lnere»ung asxietias 
nf varioinkindsi^— afinalrdeasefaase^Hneatlai^; and aB 
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{bat remfdns to complete thy enjoyment is the resurrection of 
thy ^ vile body^^'as the Apostle caJlis it, when it will be made a 
spiritual body, transformed into the likeness of CMtts glori* 
Joed hod^. I hope to know something of this gloiioas ciiaage 
at last Oh, what a change it must be, — to exchange earth 
iar heaven, sin for perfect holiness, dafkness for light, Uie 
society of imperfect, sinM mortals for the sodety of holy 
angels and glorified saints, — the temptations of the devil fot 
^e smiles and enjoyment of the ever blessed Jehovah and 
Saviour ! To ezdiange diis vile body, also, for a glorified 
body like unto Christ's gbrious body ! Oh, wonderful I Oh, 
scenes surpassing wonder! — there to find fulfilled tlie promises 
of a state of holiness and happiness that eye here has never 
seen, or heart conceived. But the Holy One hath seen, and 
promised, and safely laid it up for all those that love him, and 
wait upon him here. They shall glor^ him hereaftar in 
consummate blessedness. They shall no more groan, and 
doubt, and weep, and mourn as we do here ; but all team 
shall be forever wiped fi^m their eyes, and all sorrow ban* 
ished forever from their now aching, but then lejcwang^ 
adoring hearts.' 

While on this mission, he organized a small church at Pas^ 
sadumkeag, March 2d. In May he attended the anniversa- 
ries in Boston, and tarried a few da3r8 in the vicinity. While 
diere, his firiend, Mr. George J. Homer, of Boston, died ; and 
he gives the following brief tribute to the memory of that 
excellent man. Spending the Sabbath, June 8th, with tlie 
Bev. Mr. Ide, oi Medway, he says, < News came that Mr. 6. 
J. Homer, of Boston, died on Saturday, about one o'clock. So 
my benefactpr is gone I A few days ago I was sharing his 
hospitality ; now he is gone, I doubt not^ to share the faospi* 
talities of heaven. I lun not able to reward him Ifor his kind* 
ness to me ; but the Lord is able, and will do it Not one of 
all the good deeds he has done will be forgotten. Though ha 
fixrgot them, and placed no dependence upon theoLfiv acoept- 

81* 
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ttiee wkh Gk)d, — yet tbe Lofd will gracaonslj remember 
tii^n.' The next dnj he intended hk funeral ; {uotd afl^ 
looking upon the corpse, be says, <I think Inever saw a coun* 
temmce less changed by death than lus. It seemed as if the 
kindness and b^evdenee of Ae soul was left impressed upon 
the lifeless features.' 

We will here introduce an extract from « record in V» 
dmry, made about this time. He bad been me4itating uppn 
the bumamty and divinity of Christ; imd the admiration an4 
fervor of bis heart thus hresk out : < What a wonderfql| glori* 
ons, mysterious, Almioptt Bedeeiner the Saviour is I Whp 
need fear to trust in him? What a wicked, ung^te£ul wretdi 
I have been, to refuse to trust hii^ so Ipngl More than 
twenty-three years ci my life rdled off, while I repeatedl; 
reused him, and grieved away the blessed Spirit. What a 
wonder that I was not left to perish Greyer. How c^nld tb^ 
Holy Dove bear so many refusals, a|id yet return and ehangj^ 
this heart ? How many nnsgivings, bow much unbelief, have 
oeeupied my wicked heart ^oe. Will my merc^ Qqi and 
Redeemer 

" forgive my follies past, 

And give me ^raoe for timd to come 1 *' ' 

Added to all his previous afflicticma, toward tiie dope, of tb# 
teason he experienoed another paii^ul bereavement. He was 
calculating to attend the meeting of the American Bq^ 9I 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and expecting tp be accompanied by b^ 
brother and his wife, of Augusta. On the 4th of Septepiber 
he left with this expectaUon ; and on reaching his brother^i^ 
door, was met by the unexpected announcement, ^Your 
brother died this morning." A few days' sickness, of whic|i 
be had not heard, thus fatally terminated* ' So, (he says,) on 
the very day he had calculated to leave lunne for New Yoric, 
he was called to take a very difierrat j(mmey, — to leave this 
earthly state, and e|iter uptm ibe untried «Qenes of etepu^l 
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Bat I trust be has entered into peiwse. A« fiocm as I could, I 
got alone, and acknowledged the Lord's holy band, and sovQ* 
feign ri^t to call away my brother just at this time, and 
onder just these circumataiioes ; and beaon^ bim to recoQ- 
eile me to the berearement and disappointment, and sanati^ 
it to ray good. So he is gone, and I shall have no more ij^ 
terviews with him in this world. Well, I bare reason, to be 
^lankftil that he was continued so long, and that I have had 
m moeh sweet intercourse with him since we experienced rer 
tigton. But I hope for a better interview, and of longer coor 
tinuanee herea^r.' This event made bim feel, more than 
ever, alone in the world, as he had now neither brother nor 
aisterl^ After his brother's funeral, he {vooeieded to Brook* 
lyn, and attended the meetmg of the Board. 

After his return ftom New York, he labored a while in the 
eennty of Waldo, prindpally in Monroe and Swanville, undar 
file dkection of the Maine Mosiooary Sooiely. 

During the year, he assisted in the oodination of a Mr* 
Chapman as an evangelist, at Fiyeburg, June 2dd ; in the 
ordination of a Mr. Copeland as missionary, at £. Brewert 
October 8tb ; and at the instaUadoa of his youngest son at 
Castine, November 5th. He observed four seasons of private 
fiisttng and prayer. 

^ During a number of weeks in the former part of 1846, he 
labored in North Bel&st Here, as elsewhere, he was inde^ 
Attigable in his labors. And her^ as elsewhere, we find him 
pleading, with great earnestness, for particular individuak. 
Two appear to have laid with ^eat weight upon his mind; 
and for one of these, (with the other the writer is unacquaint* 
ed,) it is hoped that his intercessions were not in vain. Here 
also, as elsewhere, a sweet savor of his remembrance, ea the 
writer has had opportunity to know, remains in the minds 
and hearts of many. 

During the year he performed a three months- mission, m 
the employ of the Maine Missionary Sodety, in Franklin 
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eoonty ; labbriBgin diffennt places, pttrdcolariy ia the destitiile 
newer towns and settlements in the north part Toward the 
dose <^ the year, he spent a number of weeks in FkigstafFi -— 
a settlement near the mouth of Dead river, a branch of the 
Kennebeck, in S<Hner8et county, Bome forij or fifiy miles 
north of Norridgewock. New and difficult roads, notwith* 
•tandii^ his age, and the want of youthful activity whidi he 
now experienced, were^ to him, no insuperable obstacles. 
Love to his Master and his work, and the souls of his lellow* 
m^ together with the natural energy of his mind, urged him 
fivrward. If he found, as he did here in (me instance, the 
passing sp bad that, with a < brd^en-down bridge, and a nam* 
ber of windfidls which it to(^ some time to get rocmd, and 
over, and by,' six miles of distance cost him three hours <^ 
efiR>rt, he was not thereby deterred. He sought not ease for 
himsel£ Like his Divine Master, he wished to accomplish the 
work assigned him; and he ccmsidered it not accomplished, so 
kmg as abiMty to accomplish it remamed. — We have before 
notioed it as a tndt in his character to 'go out into the 
highways and hedges,' if there he might succeed in winning 
souls to Christ And when he was not in the employ of any 
missionary or other society, he sought out places where he 
might proclaim the GrospeL He never spent an idle Sabbath 
when he was able to j^reaeh, and could find a place for tlie 
exercise of his gifts; and he was seldom satisfied without 
having more or less of lectures during the week. Twice, 
while on the Dead river, we find him pressing into the forest^ 
and preaching in the logging camps, and then taking the rough 
fare and lodging of the camp for the night And in these 
lectureS| his characteristic appropriateness is seen in his speak* 
ing from the texts, ^ He found him in a desert land, and a 
waste howling wilderness," etc ; and, « The voice of one cry- 
ing in the wilderness, — Prepare ye the way of the Lord^ 
make his paths strait" 

While perfonning his mission in Franklin county, he found 
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Ae Oongregatioiml dbureh ia Freeman reduoed) by 4ealbi 
md removals, to three members ; and that in Stai^ by tha 
same causes, to a single member, and that one a widow eightj- 
^gfat years old. Some ei the arrows of death, also, found 
Iheir victims among his aoqoaicrianee and friends. In May, 
we find him lamenting the death of the youthful and exoe^ 
lent pastor of Belfast church, Rev. E. G. Cutler. On the 
26th of the same month, his good friend, judge WilliamsoOy 
of Bangor, author of the History of Maine, departed this 
life; and on the 21st of November, another of the six Chris* 
tian brothers, who enjoyed so much sweet religious intercourse 
in the early settlement of Chesterville, — Mr. William Brad- 
bury, after an uncommonly exemplary life, went to his rewaid 
above. 

Aside from another three months' missicm in the county of 
Franklin, his labors during the y^^ 1847, were miscellaneous ; 
but he was not less diligent in them than in former years. He 
could scarcely suflSsr the infirmities of age to interfere at all 
with the amount of what he attempted to do. Almost unifona* 
)y he preached three times on the Sabbath; and in a number 
of instances, four. During his twelve weeks' mission, he 
preached an average of more than once a day. Not even a 
lameness, with which he suffered considerably toward the 
dose of the year, could entirely withhold him from the pub- 
lic duties of his office. More than once, when he could not 
stand, he preached in a sitting posture. As another instance 
of his diligence and perseverance, — we find him when en- 
gaged in his mission in the upper part of Franklin county^ 
going beyond the ground he had formerly trodden, to the 
* Lake Settlement,' on the head-waters of the Androscoggin. 
We food him also again, for a Sabbath or two, on the Dead 
liver, at Flagsta£ 

His lameness occasioned him two silent Sabbaths near the 
doee of the year. On one of these he^ says, ^I have not 
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wpeat a Sabbadi bo befere^ f<ff a kxag tisoe. It renuiided me 
«f 1801, when I kept house three Sabbaths, and supposed I 
in%ht not live. But, at length, I found myself recovering* 
It seemed like drawmg a curtain between me and the eternal 
woHd. This passage came with much force to my mind, ^ I 
shall not di€^ but live, and ded^u^ the works of the Lord.** 
I preached £rom it the first Sabbath I was able to resume 
pubHc labor. I firmly believed I should live a number of 
jears, and preadi God's word and works. And so it has 
taken place. But how much longer it will be before mj fur- 
Joi^h doses, I know not But He who gave it knows, thou^ 
he has concealed from me the date. It is all open to him; 
and he will lay it open to me when the term is run out ; and 
that will be time enough for me to know. Oh, to be faithful 
while I do Uve, that I may give up a comfortable account at 
last It is now nearly fif^y years since I began to preach. 
Have fifty souls got to heaven by my means? If one soul 
reaches heaven through my instrumentality, it will be an in- 
jSnite mercy. To have one satd for the crown of my rejoic- 
ijQg will be infinitely more than I deserve.' 

At another time, having enjoyed the devotions of the 
morning, he says, < The gradous presence of the Lord can 
make such services pleasant at any time and at any place. 

** *Tig heaven to rest in thine embrace, 
And no where else but there." 

Could I rest or dwell there, I should find heaven begun be- 
low. Then would my state bear some humble resemblance 
to that of Christ, when he said, " The Son of man which is 
in heaven,*' But, whether I shall enjoy so much of heaven 
on earth, if I am indeed one of Christ's faithful followers, 1 
have the assurance in his word, that, when I shall see him 
as he is, even this vile body shall be made like unto his glo- 
rious body. 

" Oh, glorioas hour ! oh, blest abode ! ** 
I shall be near and like my God.*' 
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TOhen there will be no more oceasicm of groaxdng under tbe 
remaiDs of indirelling sni, or of laaging to be delivered from 
the body of this death. Then I shall have that complete de^ 
Uveraxkee yrlnch. I hare been prajing for here, and have the 
perfect conformity to God which he requires. What a state 
of glorj that will be I ' 

Near the commencement of this year, he assisted in one 
ordinaticm — that of Mr. Fliny F. Barnard, at Richmond. 
This occurred on the 14th of June. In August he took a 
JQiamey to Boston, and, at the request of a friend, sat fin* a 
Gsayon likeness. 



CHAPTER XI. 

HIS LAST LABORS. — SICKNESS. DEATH. — AKJO CHAB- 

ACTER. 

^ As anotlier year opened upon him, there is no avidence of 
any special presentiment tkat he was nearing t/ie honndarf 
of his earthly existence. One' thing, however, which he did, 
was as we should have anticipated on the supposition of su<^ 
a presentiment. When the spring had suffidentlj adyanced 
and the roads hecame settled, he took a tour, as if to visity 
for the la^t time, some of his much-loved friends, and cast his 
eje again over scenes which had been hallowed to him hj 
the Spirit's presence in former jears. He visited, and spent 
a little time with the writer, then in Wodwieh ; his youngest 
son in Castine; his sons-in-law, Rev. Mr. Chapman at Cam- 
den, and Rev. Mr. Billings, at Addison ; and his grandson in 
Robbinston, He thus travelled over ground which he had 
crften traversed before ; revived the remembrance of facm&r 
events ; looked in upon the few old friends which were leSt, 
and greeted many others of younger years ; and preadied» 
and visited, and prayed as he went and came. Nor had ad* 
vancing years dried up his sensibilities or his tears. He 
sympathized as tenderly with those whom he found in afflic- 
tion, and prayed as fervently for them and for others, as on 
former occasions. And if his preaching possessed not all the 
vivacity or strength and energy of thought which character- 
ized his earlier ministr&tions, it was still instructive and edi- 
fying. We have an instance of the fervor of his feeling, as 
he was returning. He called on a family in Jonesboro, with 
which he had been foimerly acquainted, where the wife 
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not pious. He had conversed, and read, and prayed, and en- 
joyed a solemn season. 'After I left, (he says,) I prayed 
for her as I passed along the road. Coming soon to a piece 
of wood, I wept aloud for her. Oh, that the Lord would 
hear and answer, as he once did when I prayed in such a 
manner for a school-mistress, in her school and after I left, 
in the town of Paris, who afterwards became pious.' 

This tour occupied him about two months ; and, on his 
return, he attended the State Conference at Bangor. Divine 
Providence sustained him two years more. But to these 
children, (with one exception,) and to the easterly part of 
Ike l^ate, this was his last visit : and, had he possessed the 
fiforit of prophecy, he might have said with Paul, in refer* 
ence to that region and to most whom he then saw, ^ And 
now, behold, I know that all ye among whom I have gone 
iweadiing the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more.** 
But the veil, under which the ftitiire lay wisely concealed, 
saved many a pang of anguish, and many a ]^tte» tear^ 
whieh, otherwise, had been felt and shed. 

This year also he had a three months' mission in Franklin. 
county, which he faithftilly performed : and the next annual 
feport of the Society bears the following honorable testimony 
respecting him and his labors. ' Upon no one might the title 
of bishop of Maine have been conferred with more propriety, 
on account of widely extended visits and labors, than upon 
this revered and beloved man. To but few ministers of 
Christ nri^t a larger number of persons give the appellation 
in its best sense, of their << father in GU>d," than to himw 
Though he has entered upon the ninetieth year of his life, 
yet his < natural force ' has not been, until of late, very per-- 
ceptibly abated. In fulfilling his mission the last autumn, he 
travelled three hundred and seventy-two miles, preached 
eighty times, made one hundred and fifty family visits, at- 
tended seven conference meetings, administered the Lord's 
Sapper three times, baptized one adult and two childreni 

32 
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visited a few Sabbath sdioob and otber fldtODla, attended one 
association, and assisted in ordaining Mr. Clatk in PhiflipA.* 
The last named service was performed October 5th; and it 
was the last ordination in which he assisted. The above re- 
port was made after a dreadfbl sicfcneds, whidi we are soon 
to notice ; and the remark respecting the abatement of his 
natural force refers to the effects of that upon him. Judging 
simply by the amount of labor he performed, it might indeed 
be said that this had not, till recently, very 'perceptibly' 
abated. But he had for years felt his physical energy dimin- 
ishing. When at home, he found thai the little pieces of 
labor which he performed were more and more fisitiguing to 
him. The strength and ease with which he had been aocus^ 
tomed to walk were materially impaired. A staff had be* 
come a very desirable help ; and sometimes he was willing to 
avail himself of the strength of another jby his side. Being 
under the necessity of walking three quarters of a miie to 
the place of meeting on the Sabbath not long since, we found 
him obliged to sit down once or twice, and reaching the plaoe 
with some diflkculty. Still he would labor. No ii^rmi^ 
which interposed less than an insurmountable obstacle, oouM 
deter him. *^ Occupy till I come " was a command which he 
wished literally to obey. And the present, which was essen* 
tially the last year of his ministerial Ufe, was as diligent^ 
and faithfully filled up as those which had preceded it 

Omitting other extracts which might be made from hk 
diary, the following shows that he was not destitute of taste^ 
or the powers of criticism. ^Bead most of the day in Fay« 
son's Sermons. They are excellent His appeals to the 
heart and conscience are pungent But I dislike his person- 
iiying faculties and things so often ; and espedally the cant* 
science in the feminine gender. When he represents it as 
roaring, lashing, and thundering condemnation against the 
guilty, it seems to me to be putting the female character quite 
out of place. The use of the neuter gender would be fitf 
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more agreeable to me : and then the cooBciepce would be imme- 
diately referred to, and the sentences would be more forcible 
wad expressive. I think that the famous Dr. Watts missed 
it greatly, when, in one of his hymns, he personates veiv- 
geance in the feminine gender : 

" Vengeance receives the dread command. 
And armed down she flies." 

Where, in all the Bible, have we an instance of God's deput* 
inga female, especially as a minister of wrath? I should 
like the masculine mudi better:-— 

" And armed down he flies." 

To wield a sword, and execute wraifa, belongs rather to a 
man.' 

Toward the dose o( the year, away from home, he took up 
the Christian ISkOnor, and, to his astonishment, saw announced 
the death of his long*tried and excellent friend, the Rev. Dr. 
Glllet, which occurred on the 19th <^ October. < It is diffi- 
cult to realize, (he says,) that I shaU see and converse with 
him no mote in this world. Gone '— gone '^forever gone I * 

Near the dose of January, 1849, he went to Bethel, and 
assisted in the organization of a second Congregational 
Church there, and the dedication of a meeting-house. The 
Church was formed the 31st of the month, and the house 
dedicated the day following. This was the last Coundl in 
which he sat, and these the last services of the kind in whidi 
he engaged. He went thence to Portland and Kennebunk, 
and returned through Sumner and Dixfield. He reached 
home Feb» 27th. The weather, for a portion of the time, 
was extremely cold ; and in parts of the journey, having to 
&ce a severe wind, he suffered considerably. He had scarcely 
reached home, however, when he wished to take another 
journey to Bingham. From thi^, as well as the previous 
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JMrnej, die son with whom he lived endeavared to dissuade 
him, not deeming it safe that one so far advanced should be 
thus exposed. But he had been oat and returned so often 
in safety, that be felt no danger. Passing through EangfieLd, 
he spent a Sabbath there, and reached Bingham the 9th of 
March. Here he was vioientlj seized with erysipdas, of 
whidi he had previously had some slight attacks. Beasoii 
was partially dethroned ; and, for a part of the time, he 
scarcely knew where, or how, or what he was. On looking 
back after his recovery, he found, that, somewhere, he had 
lost a fortnight So much time had passed, of which he had 
no recollection. At Bingham he remained about three weeks ; 
and then, in an attempt to move homeward, he was arrested 
by a storm at South Anson, and there remained an equal 
length of time. With much difficulty, on the 19th of Aprili 
he reached home. Here for some weeks, his life still huiig 
in doubt. His sickness was severe; and it was a painful 
^estion, in the minds of those who surrounded him, whether 
he would rise from it, or sink into the grave. At l^igth he 
began slowly to recover. But it was not till the beginning 
of July, that he was able to go abroad. Sabbath, the 15th 
of that month, he, for the first time, visited the sanctuary; 
C^ the evening of that day, a prayer meeting, as had been 
customary, was held at his house. A few only attended, bat 
he appears to have enjoyed it, and made the following entry 
in his diary. < The Lord can make a good meeting where 
there are only a few. Where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in his name, there is he in the midst of them to bless 
them. Oh, what a mercy to have the Lord in the midst of 
an assembly of praying souls. He is not so backward as 
some of his professed children. He is there* His place is 
not empty/ 

From the effects of this sickness he never entirely recovered* 
His constitution had been too severely shaken to regain its 
former firmness. His ruling passion, however, was strongs 
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He longed to reaume the duties of the minbtiy. To pieaeh 
Christ had been bis life ; and it was like deftth to think of 
leHnqaishing it He wished, while God spared him, to be 
still trying to do good. But now it was evidently unsafe for 
him to go abroad akme. This, all around him saw. But it 
was difficult for one who had enjoyed such health as he had, 
and who for fifty years had been almost constantly in motion, 
to rdiinquidi habits of half a century's standing, or to think it 
unsafe for him to do what he had so kmg done. It was diffi- 
cult fer him to yield to the correctness of the opinion of those 
who aideavored to impress the danger upon him. Nor is this 
Btmnge, when all the ciroumstances of the case are considered, 
and it is remembered that second-childhood, sbw in coming, 
bad at length overtaken him. He, however, in good measure, 
teoDght his mind to his condition. He had been too long 
habituated to notice the orderings of Divine Providence in 
everything, and to see how these often crossed his cherished 
desires, to refuse an acquiescence which he had so often learned 
that it was his happiness to yield. As his healtii improved, 
liowever, he feund opportunity to preach in the immediate 
vicinity occasionally. But he now chiefly occupied his time 
in preparing a sketch of his life ; and he found it pleasant 
and profitable to review his past history and the dealings of 
God with him. And it was a mercy that he was spared for 
this purpose. Had he been removed by the sickness we have 
just noticed, a vacanc^^ had existed in his history which no 
one could have supplied. 

His heahh and strength continued somewhat to improve 
during the remainder of this year, and the commencement of 
the next In June, 1850, he was extremely desirous to at- 
tend the meeting of the Maine State Conference, which was 
to be at South Berwick. Things were so situated at home, 
that no one could go with hiia ; and his children were loath 
that he should undertake the journey alone. His persevere 
ance again prevailed. The day before he started, howeveri 

82* 
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he was reminded of his own irailty bj hearing of the deftfk 
of his brother-in-law, Rev. Henry Sewali of Sangerrille, which 
occurred in the former part of the month. By stage and raiW 
road, he reached Kennebunk, Friday the 21st. Here he 8t<^ 
ped and preached for the Rev. Mr. Cressey the following Sab* 
bath. The next week, his venerable form was again seen at 
Che State Conference. Here, too, his strong, dear voice wa* 
heard, as strong and clear as ever, pouring out the fullness of 
a devout heart in prayer to Grod. Seldom, if ever, had he 
been more appropriate, dignifiec^ and fervent It was not the 
flickering of a taper, burnt far down in the socket, and Mazing 
up to expire. It was the effusion of a mind stiH logical and 
strong ; of a heart still glowing with the warmth of piety ; of 
a soul tending upward to heaven, and nearly ripe for noUer 
worship there. This was the last time that he was to lead 
the devotions of the assembled multitude of Christians in tha 
their holy convocation. The reader doubtless remembers 
that the meeting of the Maine State Confer^oe was in ecm* 
nection with that of the Maine Missionary Sodety. At the^ 
^nming of this society, in 1807, he was present, and assisted 
And it is interesting to notice, that, of its forty-three subse^ 
•qfient meetings, reckoning up to this time, he had missed only 
feur. The first of these was in 1828, wh^i he was assisting 
4he writer, then in feeble health, in an interesting work of grace 
among the people of his charge ; the meeting being in a difr* 
tant part of the State. The second was the year following, 
occasioned by his being appointed delegate from the Maine 
State Conference to the General Assodation of Massachusetts, 
which met at the same time. The third, in 1831, he was labor- 
ihg in Bangor and vidnity in an interesting revival of religioD, 
which he could not leave for a journey of some hundred and 
forty miles, to reach the place. The fourth was occasioned 
by the fearful sickness which we have just noticed. 

From South Berwick he went to Boston, which he was 
very anxious to do, as he thought it might be the last oppose 



tonity he should have to visit Mends in that vicaiiity. And the 
mfterviews which he had jvith them, as well as those whom he 
met at South Berwick, he enjoyed very much. He preached 
one Sabbath for Dr. Burgess of Dedham, and gave a Sab* 
bath-«vening lecture at East Boston. He climbed Bunker- 
Hill Monument, giving its height and the number of steps in 
Ihe ascent; and visited Lexington, where the first blood of 
tiie American Revolution was spilt. He recognized localitiesi 
though he did not recollect having been there since 1775. 

After returning home, which he reached the 11th of July, 
he preached a few times. His last Sabbath's labor was ia 
North Fayette, Aug. 17th. He preached three times ; and his 
sermons are spoken of as interesting, and his prayers, 
especially, as devout and edifying. From this day's labor he 
returned, the first of the week, calling, conversing, and pray- 
ing in families, as he passed. 

The powers of nature now began to faiL He was attacked 
by a diarrhoea, which reduced him much. Before he recoverd 
'from this, a profuse hemorrhage from the nose occurred, by 
which, before it could be arrested, he lost much blood. This 
occurred the last of August, and reduced him still more. But 
nature was slow to yield. He stiU kept about, though af- 
flicted with loss of appetite and nausea, and, at length, with 
dropsy. Toward the close of September, his youngest son and 
his &mily, from Castine, visited him. Before he left, a kind 
of family-visit was made him, by collecting the children, 
grand-children, etc., residing in the neighborhood. This he 
seemed to enjoy much ; and, at its close, offered one of his 
warm, appropriate prayers, particularizing persons and cir- 
cumstances. Ailer this, which was a week before his death, 
he kept his room, but was not confined to his bed. No very 
manifest change occurred, except that he grew weaker. The 
last day of his life, he was dressed as usual. At night he 
appeared unusually exhausted, and retired rather early. Af- 
ter about two hours, a change was observed in his breathings 
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■ad, on ezamiiuitioii, it was fotuid thai he was aotoallj goiag^ 
A near neighbor was called i% and an attempt was made to 
rouse him, but in vain. He eontinaed to breathe till about II 
o'clock, when his breathing ceased, and, without a struggle (ht 
a groan, he fell asleep in Jesus. And thus, somewhat unex- 
pectedlj to himself, probably, he realized the ^Ifilment <^ n 
sentiment which he had penned only a few weeks previous 
and which we here subjoin. Awaking one morning, he entep* 
tained the supposition that some had slept in death ; and 
after indulging in a reflection on the fearful disappointment 
of those who had awaked in the world of misery and despair^ 
be added, < But if a soul has slept the sleep of death the last 
night, and has opened his eyes this momiz^ in heaven, and 
found it infinitely to exceed all that he before could conceive^ 
and that its blessedness is to be eternal ; O, what glory haa 
succeeded to this mortal state !' The delightfid saq>rise which 
he experienced in finding that his conflict was over; and that 
all trial, infirmity, sorrow, and sin were left forever behind ; 
and that he was actually admitted to the joy of his Lord; no • 
language can describe. Thus peacefully ended, on the evening 
of October 3, 1850, his eventful and useful life. Ninety years, 
nine months, and three days, had passed since its commence* 
ment. Not much reduced m flesh, his interment could no( 
long be delayed ; and, on the Saturday following, a numerous 
assembly, embracing a number of the neighboring ministers, 
convened to pay him their last respects. A sermon was 
preached by Bev. Mr. Bogers, of Farmington ; and his re- 
mains were deposited by the side of his wife, where (it is 
hoped)^ they will quietly rest till the trump of the archangel 
awakes the slumbering dead. 

The sketch thus given of his last days will naturally 
awaken in the mind of the reader the inquiry, whether he 
did not anticipate that his end was near. During the formep 
part of his illness, he is thought to have been unaware that it 
would prove to be his last But, for a few weeks previous to 
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Ids do&ihy he eotertained the ihooghty and submitted the bu^ 
ter entird J to €rod, resting quietly and sdelj upon the meritM 
of Him in wh(»n he had so long believed. The messenger 
came, however somewhat sooner/ we think, than he had 
anticipated. Asd if any one needed not to say anything in 
death, we should think it was he. His H/e had recommended 
veligion. His life and his lips had enforced it. What more 
was it needful for him to add ? His work was done. His 
house was in order. His soul reposed as in the embraces of 
his Saviour. And his temporal concerns, one after anotheri 
had been so adjusted, that nothing remained for an adminis- 
trator or executor to do. He«. had no religious charities to 
distribute at his dea^; he had distributed them liberally 
during his life. We have not, indeed, as we have passed 
along, specified the amount which he has ^ven to the varioos 
objects of Christian benevolence, though we have more than 
once been surprised at its size. It is safe to say, that if but a 
small portion of the church were as liberal according to their 
means, we should not hear such fearful cries as often readi 
lis from benevolent religious institutions, of empty treasuries 
and heavy liabilities. We should not see the hands of perish- 
ing multitudes stretched out for the bread of life, which it is 
not in the power of those institutions to give them. It is one 
of the good things which -we have to say of him, that of such 
institutions he was practiiccUly a ^ Ufe-memher" 

It is proper to give the reader a few extracts from his 
diary after the sickness which laid him so long aside. At the 
close of one of his silent Sabbaths, referring to the fact that 
he might long before have been denied the privilege of preach- 
ing, he says, < This would have been most righteous. I have 
been the most unworthy of the unworthy ; and that the Lord 
should continue such an unworthy, unqualified person in his 
employ, is a miracle of mercy. And that I should have been 
made the means of good to any souls, is truly wonderful. It 
can cmly be resolved into the Divine Soverieignty. God will 
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work in soeh a waj, &00(StfM i^e t0tSB^ and diow that he can 
Umaelf bj the moat unfit instramenU in hmaan es^dmB^doeJ 
On another oocasion, leferrii^ to Christ's being made sin for 
na, that we might be made the righteonsness of God in him^ 
and understanding this of the final perfebtion of the saints in 
heaven, iie says, ^ What a hi^pineas to heperfecify hofyf la 
this mj principal desire and aim ? I think it is, and has been 
more or less £ot many years. It is what nudges heaven deaii^ 
able, that there will be no sin there. If I arrive there, I shsJI 
a^rve the Lord in perfect holiness, without the least deviatieOf 
even in thought, to all eternity. O, what a salvation ! HJeira 
<rf hell made heirs of heavenj Well might the Apostle ex* 
daim, " Oh, the deplli of the riches both of the knowledge 
and wisdom <^ God I how unsearchable are his judgments^ 
and his ways past finding ootT" His meditations seem 
somewhat frequently to be dravm toward heaven. Hence the 
fijllowiDg : < To be fixed in unchangeable holiness, and con* 
firmed in consummate enjoyment, O, what a state ! It camiQl 
be conceived of. And yet this blessedness will be bestowed 
on all, jreal Christians. How wonderful ! God will beslov 
what ncme now but himself can comprehend* But thou^ it 
cannot be comprehended, it can be enjoyed. The Lord him* 
self cannot be comprehended. But he is,, and can, and will 
be, enjoyed. I cannot comprehend myself, but, if my heaii 
is right with God, I can enjoy myself. If the heart is righl^ 
everything but sin and wicked society can be enjoyed. 
Nothing but sin can separate the soul from Gk)d or the enjoy* 
ment of him, or the enjoyment of any of his works to the 
ntmost of our capacity, and the extent of our duration.' 
Again : < So my days pass, one after another ; and so they 
will succeed each other till the last day and hour arrives* 
Then, no more days or hours here ; but a vast, bottomless, 
open eternity. And if I am indeed one of God's childrai, it 
will be an eternity of pure and holy joy, — serving the Lord 
without any of the dogs of dullness, -—no sin to separate be* 
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tweea the light of Us conntenanee and mjp: aaol^-^no ed^Mf 
there of the Son of ^ghteonsness.' This last was mitten 
about six weeks bef(»re his death. And the following entry^ 
which was made five days previotisl7, shows the sole founda* 
tioD of his hope of acceptance and salvation, and the readiness * 
cf his mind in drawing impinlant thoughts from trivial cir- 
comstances. He was speaking with gratitude of the Divino 
fitvor in enabling him to keep paid in advance for his religious 
periodicals, which he highly valued, and took great pleasure 
in reading. * It is an uncomfortable thing to be in debt ; and 
eepedallj, when one has not the means, to have the creditor 
say, ^ Pay me that thou owest" But O, how sad to owe t&k 
thousand talents, and have nothing to pay. Such was my 
condition naturally, — ten thousand talents in debt, and utters 
ly unable to pay a single farthii^ to my Almighty Creditor* 
But his coequal Son paid the whole debt for me, though it 
cost him his life ; and, on that account, I am freely forgiven 
the mighty debt ; and justi£k»iti(m, sanctifieaticm, and eternal 
escaltation in heaven are secured by a promise and oath which 
cannot fail of accomplishm^it ! Thanksgiving, and gloi|f , and 
honor, and praise to Him that sitteth on the throne, and Aq 
the Lamb forever I ' 

And as his views of the safety and happiness of the r%fat-» 
eous were delightful, his views of the guilt and danger of the 
impenitent were clear and impressive. In speaking of Grod'a 
infinite ability and right to govern, he says : * He asks not 
creatures, not even the most exalted angel near his throne, 
how he shall manage things. His own consummate wisdom 
is suffident for everything.' And then, from his infinite ex- 
cellency, he infers his claim to universal love and adoration^ 
and adds: <Any intelligent creature who withhdds such 
homage, is fraudulent* He robs God of his due. But he k 
so infinitely wise and powerful, that if his due is withheld in 
one way, he will have it in another. ^Kmen will not praise, 
they shall groan* If they will not bow, they shall break. 
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Those wiio penut in fllrat^g Christ oat of their hearts bere, 
Christ will shut out of heaven hereafter. Those who laagh 
now in sin, shall weep hereafter in endless woe. ^T^e 
triumphing of the wldced is short."' 

It is hence not strange that he longed to witness the con- 
version of sinners before he should go hence, and that the 
seasons of social prayer which he enjoyed should aflR>rd such 
records as the following : ' Toward the close of the meeting, 
I offered prayer ; and I scareely ever had a more solemn, 
affectionate season, — pleading for a revival, and for the 
shedding forth of Divine influence for that purpose. F^t 
loath to take a denial* * I attempted to lead in prayer. Mj 
afiections were much moved. I seemed to come like a hun- 
gry diild to his father, crying for bread, who does not know 
bow to be turned off without something. I did cry unto the 
Lord. O, that he may hear and answer.' 

With this, we connect another extract, which should en- 
eoinrage prayen 'How wonderful, that God can attend to 
his children individually, and to all their personal wants dis- 
tinctly^ as if he had nothing in the universe beside to attend 
to. He can attend to everything at once, and to a million 
of petitions and petitioners at the same time, without the 
least distraction, and grant to each the proper answer. There 
18 no danger of any of his creatures being overlooked or neg- 
lected in the infinite variety of their persons or requests. 
8ach a wonderful being is the God whom I profess to love 
and serve, and to whom I daily make my supplications. And 
I have no fear of his saying. You must not ask so many 
things — I can't be troubled with so many requests from such 
a multitude of petitioners. On the contrary, his language 
is, « What will ye that I should do for you ?" « Ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done : " *^ Concerning my sons and my 
daughters, command ye me." As much as if he had said, 
Have you any commands ? Here I am, ready to serve you.* 

We add only one extract more. < Prayer is still a privi- 
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lege. Maj the frequencj of it mevear make it less desirable^ 
or less comfortable. The frequeiu^ <^ our common meals 
does not make them at aU needless. The freqaencj of re- 
taining daj and the nsing son, does not make them less de- 
sirable after a long dark night The frequency of our beat- 
ing pulse, never makes it desirable to have it stop. So maj 
the frequen^ of spiritual privil^es and enjoyments never 
eloy, or make as wish.that they should cease. Will the coo- 
tinoance of the joys and employments of heaven make the 
iiihalntants of that blessed world tired of them, and long to 
have them cease ? ' 

Before closing this memoir, it is proper to <^er a few addi- 
tional remarks apon his character. 

It is due to the goodness of his Creator to say that he was 
endowed with good natural talents. His body may be i^ 
garded as a fair index of his mind — above the common 
stature, well proportioned, erect, muscular, vigorous; and 
every way adapted to labor. They were admirably fitted to 
each other, and adapted to the service which Divine Provi- 
dence had designed. It seems scarody necessary here to say 
that his intellect was dear and vigorous, his memory good^ 
bis ima^natien not defective, his will resolute, and his sym- 
^thies and feelings strong. His voice was dear and musi- 
cal, possessing more than ordinary compass and power. 
When descending to a deep tone to express some solenm 
thought, it was often exceedingly rich, and produced a fe^ 
lag of awe. He possessed a good command of language ; 
ftnd his grammatical ccmstruction, notwithstanding his want 
of early advantages, was generally correct. Had he been 
£iLvored with a thorough public education, he would doubtless 
have shone as a star of no inferi<»r magnitude in the constel- 
laticm of American dergymen. But the Wisdom which or- 
dered otherwise is to be acknowledged : and some of the pro- 
bable reasons for this, lie not entirely beyond our* reach. 
[is training was in a sterner part of our country's hlstoiy; 
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and thoQgii nibstantiaBj good, trag not wiifaoot its defaoti^ 
the oonseqneiiees of which ooaM not be expected to wear imp 
floiediatelj away. Its general diaracter allows ns not to find 
in him a high degree of cultiration and refinement But 
tfioogfa, without these, he could not be n column of marUe^ 
gracing some magnific^^ hall, he could be— ^ what the Gov- 
emor of all intended him to be^-^a pillar of granite^ whidi 
exposure to the roughness of stonas would not mjure. A 
high degree of refinement, at least in his sensibilities, would 
have materiallj disqualified him for the work assigned bin^ 
or rendered him somewhat uncomfortable in it Had he been 
aeenstomed to refined society and to the habits of life which 
there exist; it would not have been easy for him to find a 
eamfortable home under almost any roof, and nooommodftte 
himsdf to the eincumstances of a new and illy-fnmtshed pop* 
«Mon, We should then have probably fcuod him ahnnking 
somewhat from the inconveniences which a travelling mt^ 
momtjt in the field be occupied, mnal encounter --^in<9oaveii» 
ienoesy which, in wm^ instances in the early part of bis min^ 
istry, where the most hospitable feelings existed, amounted 
to "^wf senous noctumal annoyances* 

We eannot review his early Instory, and see him, a poor 
young man, without education, beginning the world wilh 
nothing but lus bands and his trade, and penetrating &r up 
into the forest and commencing a settlement fo* himself; 
withoiit admiring the depth and the fervor of ]^y which be 
ex^bited. Not many, it is feared, far away from the publie 
means of grace, seldom hearing a sermon, and, for some time 
without even the privileges of membership in a church, would 
main ta in such a walk with God, and feel and manifest such 
anxiety for the wel&re of Zipn and the salvation of souhk 
We cannot witness the fervor (^ bis closet devotions, and fidf 
low him out into the various walks of life, and see him cany^ 
ing religion wherever he went, and then notice the deep vym^ 
pathy he felt in the prosp^ity and adversity of the church, 



JOVHAX SBITALL. SMT 

•ad bow reftdOj her ctepreadcws oftd afflictioitt called fiirik 
Ids earnest and tearful supi^iieations ; without having feelings 
awakened within us which boider upon yeneration. We are 
fiurprised at the bright es:ampl& of devotedness to God whioh 
he presents, and are ready almost instkietiTelj to oompars 
him with others in like cireomstaBceSy and inquire who elae^ 
situated as he was, would have done as he did. In an un* 
oommon degree, he appears to have begun his religious life 
right. With his hearty he gave every thing to GkxL £Qs 
time, his talents, his property, were not his own. All were 
God's, held in trust for his use, and ready for any claims 
whidi he might have upon them« He gave himself to God, 
not just to be saved, but to serve him in any way he might 
appoint His theory and his practice appear happily to have 
eorresponded« And to the good habits which he thus eari^ 
established was owing, in great nieasure, the enjoyment and 
asefulness of his life. 

As a husband and fether he was kind, sympathetic^ and 
provident. From the chamctar oi the training which he 
himself had recdved, a Ugh degree^if refinement in ibe S9* 
dal relations could not be expected. But his attacbmenf» 
as we have seen, were strong ; and here, as every where «lse, 
he manifested the substantial elements of correctness and 
goodness. He < ruled well his own house, having his children 
in subjection with aU gravity.' The regulations which he 
deemed needful to the right deportment of the members of 
his family must be carefully observed ; and when, to secure 
obedience, the direction of the wise man was needful to be 
carried into effect, his own tears sometimes showed how pain- 
ful to his feelings was the sad alternative. After what has 
passed before the reader, it is not needful here to remark on 
his anxiety and effort for the spiritual welfare of his chil- 
dren, except to say that he expected not an answer to his 
prayers in their conversion without a faithful endeavor in him 
to train them in all respects ari^: nor did he e^qtect that 
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tiiej would readily yield obedience to God till ihey bad fost 
been tangfat obedience to their parents. 

Nearness to Grod in prayer was a pecoliar trait in his 
dbaiacCer. He seemed Uke a child coming to its parent with 
great freedom and earnestness. To some there might appear, 
at times, an undue familiarity in his addresses to heaven. But, 
ordinarily, it was not the devout who possessed this feeling 
respecting him. We do not say, that when his own heart was 
somewhat cold, nothing of this grew out of his customary 
habit of intercourse with Grod. But that habit, it should be 
remembered, resulted fnnn the simptidty and fervor of his 
piety. It would not be easily avoided by a truly confiding 
soul, which knew so much of intercourse with heav^i. Com* 
pan^irely few have ministered more to the edification of 
Christians, in this exercise, than he ; and many who, in his 
more fiirvored hours, have joined with him in this duty, would 
go miles to enjoy the privilege again. We have noticed 
many instances in which he rose during the night for prayen 
Others might have been mentioned. When at home, he has 
many times thus risen, and retired to a shed over a well*in his 
bam*yard, and there poured out his soul before God. 

In preaching, his tones were natural, and his manner easy* 
His style was colloquiaL This is said to have originated in 
thie following circumstance. Going to an appointment for a 
lecture in the earlier part of his nunistry, he found a few 
women and children collected. The number was so small 
that he at first thought he would not preach. His second 
thought, however, was to talk over to them the subject which 
he hadintended to present The experiment was so successful, 
and apparently interesting to his hearers, that he thence- 
forward adopted the method. This doubtless contributed to 
his popularity, and to the ease with which he was understood, 
The reader, however, is not to suppose that he descended to 
a style which was low. It was only giving simplicity of lan- 
guage to his manly and instructive ideas. With such varia* 
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tkm as a natarallj good taste saggestedy it was eqaaUj intes^ 
estmg to the learned atid &e unleanied. In the knguage of 
one well aequainted with his history, < Not onlj were the 
sehool^hottses crowded when he preached in thinlj settled 
places, but refined and cultivated audiences hung with eager 
interest on his lips, in the largest towns and cities.' 

We have noticed the pcmer whidi he possessed^to rendor 
that plain to others which was plain to faifttsel£ This was 
owing partly to the deamess of his own conceptions, partly ij9 
his readiness of thought and utterance, and partly to a more 
than ordinary facility and force in iUnrtration. Wherever he 
was, or whatever class of persons he addressed, he could 
seize on olgeets or facts adapted to their apprehensions, wluch 
wotkld elucidate the truth or point in hand. It has been said 
of him, that ^he would reason a case Hke a lawyer.' This 
was peculiarly true of the iformer part of his ministry, and 
before his intellectual powers had felt the palsying toudi of 
age. He ^uld so arrange his arguments and sustiun his 
points, that, if the premises were admitted, the condusioa 
could not be resisted. We have here a fiict in point, from a 
distinguished clergyman, who ' had known him for more thaa 
forty years.' * In a place near to Mr. SewaU's miflsionary 
station, at one time a most violent opposition had been raised 
to the doctrine of personal election, — and the minister in 
charge, had been constrained to leave the field. Mr. SewaU 
sent an appointment there for himself; and the people, well 
understanding his sentiments on this t(^c, all gathered to- 
gether, presuming that they should find ample materials for 
their cavilling objections ; but to their surprise, instead of an- 
nouncing any such doctrine, he addressed them very solemnly 
on the entire sinfulness of the whole human race. He so 
managed the subject as to carry conviction to their minds of 
its truth ; and coupling himself with them, they seemed all to 
be sitting before God as a company of condemned criminals. 
Stopping abruptly, he proposed prayer, that in view of their 
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wietdied oon^tkni, God worid deaode and save UieaL He 
was always mighty in pnyer, — and this exercise, so unex* 
pected at the moment, had a surprising effect in humbling the 
people. Qosing his prayer, he be^in to draw inferences from 
the doctrine, which he had established beyond all question in 
the minds of his hearers. Among these inferences he presently 
stated one to this effect : ^ If it is true, that all men are so 
entirely sinful, how can any be saved unless God chooses them 
to salvation, and draws them by his power ? But this (he 
added), is the doctrine of election ; and if we admit the doo- 
trine of depravi^, I see not how we can avoid it,' He then 
reviewed the argument for ^itire depravity, and again made 
his inference. Hb triumph was complete; and, from that day, 
no objection was made to strict Calvinistic preaching in that 
place.' It is, also, doubtless true, that he made this inference 
tell on the consciences of his hearers, by showing them their 
dependence and danger. The doctrines of the Gospel in his 
hands were not bare announcements for speculaticm and proof, 
but matters of lugh, practical importance. They were ad- 
vanced, not for the sake of establishing them, but for the sake 
of the effect to be produced by them. And it was owing to 
the practical cupect which he gave to the doctrines, and the 
simple and familiar manner in which he presented and illus- 
trated them, and not to any softening down of their sterner 
features, that opposers and those who disliked them would 
listen to things patiently from him, which they would scarcely 
endure from the lips of any other. 

His power to convince, rendered him impressive. But this 
was not the only element by which impression was produced. 
He never was satisfied without a deep and solemn sense, in 
his own soul, of the truths which he dispensed to others. 
For this he labored and prayed, and in general, with success. 
His utterance was not unfrequently choked by the strength of 
emotion ; and the tears which sometimes followed each other 
in quick succession told his hearers that in the depths of his 
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own heart he felt what he was Baying, and was anxious 
that they should feel it too. Exchanging with a brother in 
the ministry, he was favored with freedom and solemnity. 
The next morning, a member of the congregation who sym- 
pathized with Unitarianism, met a member of the church in 
the street, and bestowed many commendations on the preach- 
ing. * How is this, esquire M ?' said the church-mem- 
ber. *■ This is the same doctrine our minister preaches ; and 
yet you find fault with him, and commend Mr. SewaU.' After 
a moment's pause, the answer was, ' To tell the truth, we 
don't care if these ministers send us to hell, if they are <Mify 
sorry for it* In B , a man who seldom attended meet- 
ing, was always anxious to know when he preached, and care- 
ful to attend. On being t^ked the reason of ^s, he said, 
• Why, somehow or other he will make one feel, if he has to 
do it mechanically; ' — by the strength of his own feeling, he 
probably meant 

He loved the work of the ministry. He esteemed it a 
privilege, a great privilege, to speak in the name of Grod to his 
fellow-men. He hence regarded any event which frustrated 
an appointment, or disappointed an expectation of preaching, 
especially a stormy Sabbath, as a frown in Providence. And 
hence, when on a journey or otherwise, he blessed God for 
unexpected opportunities to speak his word. Having gather- 
ed and addressed a small congregation once, he said, ' I felt 
flo thankful for such an opportunity, that it was almost inex- 
pressible. For it was a trial to me to pass two days without 
preaching, especially as I considered myself on a mission.* 

But any passion, however commendable in itself, which 
gains ascendency, is liable to lead astray. And we by no 
means say, that this delight in preaching, especially in his 
later years, did not lead him at times to accept invitations 
which had better have beendedined. But it is doubtless true, 
that He who looks on the heart, and estimates men's char- 
acters by their desires and intentions, will approve of him in 
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Bome instanoes, where fellow^sreatiires maj have been dkh 
posed to censure or condemn. 

Pnnctuality was a marked trait in his diaraeter; He 
goffered nothing bat difilealties absolutdj insurmoantable to 
fipustrate hb engagements. He frequently made appointments 
weeks, perhaps months ahead, and in' distant places. But 
when the lime came, he seldom &dled of being on the spot^ 
And he was rarely a minute behind the hour. In conse- 
quence of this, people soon learned what to depend upon ; 
and where he made an app<»ntment they assembled, when 
they would not hare done it at the appointment of another. £Ee 
thus collected and addressed many more congregations than 
almost any other maxk would have done. A &u^ is here in 
pmnt. At a place about a doz^i miles from his residence, he 
was to attend a church«<xmference Satin^y afiemoon. It 
was haying time, and good weather ; and drcumstaneea re* 
quired that he should work as long as he could, and be in 
season. He was a little behind the time* A number had 
collected ; and one of the brethren remarked, ' I guess Mr. 
Bewail will not be here to-day.' <If he is not, (rej^ed an- 
other,) I will saddle my horse to-morrow and go to his funeral, 
Snt he is certainly dead.' 

As we have se^i, he was not destitute of shrewdness. At 
a meeting for preaching, attended by many of the Methodist 
and Freewill Baptist persuasions, being mudi drawn out in 
the first prayer, he began to be disturbed by a pretty liberal 
utterance of responses from' those around hun. Feeling that 
the spirit of devotion in his own heart was suffering from the 
annoyance, he made a slight pause and said, ' We bless thee, 
O Lord, for the doctrine of particular personal dectwoj of 
which we have so many witnesses around us.' He then went 
on to praise God for his infinite compassicm and love ; that, 
foreseeing that all would reject his purchased and offered 
mercy, he, firom.all eternity, purposed to bow the hearts of 
s^Qoe; imd in fulfilment of that purpose, sent his Spirit to 
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awaken and renew them, etc The annoyance ceased, of 
coarse. Inquiring of a young professor if he maintained 
family worship, he replied that he did at night, though not in 
the morning. 'You are like Nioodemus, (said he ;) you come 
to Jesus only hy night.' Asking another somewhat worldly 
professor, who had just commenced house-keeping, whether he 
worshipped at his tahle, he replied that he did, generally ; but 
sometimes, when he was in a great hurry, he omitted it. < Ton 
remind me, (said he,) of the man, who, when he was salting 
down his meat, to save time asked a blessing over the whole 
barreL' A lady, whose house he was leaving, and who 
had been for a time somewhat thoughtful, requested him to 
pray for her. Satisfied that she was leaning upon his prayers, 
with an air of carelessness he answered, < I will, if I don't 
forget it.' The reply gave much offence; for she said to 
herself, <Is that all which he cares about my soul ? ' But, under 
God, it did the woric A second thought came : ' If he does 
not pray for me, what will become of me? I'm ruined I' 
She was soon brought hopefully to submit to Christ Some* 
times, where he supposed argument would be useless or inex- 
pedient, he gave a hint or a shrewd reply which parried off a 
dispute, and might induce a corrective train of reflections^ A 
somewhat pert young convert, who believed in billing from 
grace, once asked him if a Christian should fall into sin, and 
die in that state, what would become of him* He gravely ^ 
replied, that if God had let Enoch &11 when he got him half* 
way up ta heaven, he supposed it would have hurt him very 
much ; thus leaving the inquirer to infer, whether, after God 
had done so much for him, such an event was very likely to 
take place, — showing him, too, how very easy it is to maka 
suppositions, and how absurd it may be to build upon them. 

His industry appears in a particular which is not noticed 
in the foregoing pages* Though he was so constantiy in 
motion, few men, comparatively, read more than he did* 
Wherever he was, he was seldom without a book on hand, in 
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ft course <tf perusaL He seised moments as ihej passed, and 
took hoars from sleep, (almost invariably in the morning,) to 
deTote to tbis pnipose. And his reading was done, — ¥ke 
everything else that be undertook, — with his might It 
would be easy here to ^ve quite a catalogue of books, whieli 
have been minuted from among many, while perusing fak 
diary, which he read. He also constantly read, almost ot 
quite from the commencement of their publication, the Boston 
Becorder, Christian Mirror, and Youth's Companion. These 
he highly valued; and when he was where they were not 
taken, would make arrangements with some Mend to forward 
them to him, and if any numbers failed, he woukl look ihem 
up afterwards^ and thoroughly peruse them. 

Of his success it is safe to say that many souk, in different 
places^ owe to his instrumentality, under God, their conver- 
tion. He labored, with txmdi success, in many revivals 
And, at other tkaes, many arrows flew from the bow he bent^ 
which found their way to individual consciences and hearts, 
inflicting wounds which nothing but the balm of Gilead conU 
faeaL This r^nark is verified by the following interesting 
occurrence, which a friei^ has fumidbed in nearly the lan- 
guage in whidi he received it < Your ^Either was speaking 
one evening of the blessedness of unconditional submission to 
God ; and then epeke as fi^ws: ^ ^ God's ways are not our 
, wayS) neither are his thoughts our thoughts." I once had im- 
portant business at Portland* On my way there, I called on 

a frigid in , same twenty or twenty-five miles from Pcst- 

land ; and, as my business would not occupy more than two 
hours, I left an appointment there for the next evening. I 
reached Portland^ late. With a view to accomplish my busi- 
ness as soon as possible, I went about it early the next morn- 
ing ; for I felt an unusual desire to preach in thai school-house. 
I caDed and called, again and again, on the persons I wished 
to see, and must see, or lose my journey. Though constantly 
on the walk, I did not see one of them till I found them at 



dinner, between one and two o'doek. I bad become very im- 
patient, hurried through my business, and was ready to start 
itbout half past twa It began to rain about noon. My friends 
advised me to remain ; but I told them that ^ uncle Jotham" 
never failed of his appointments on account of rain ; that the 
people knew it and would be out, and that was a special rea- 
son why I should not disappoint them. The rain increased 
till it came in torrents. I rode <m, chafed in my mind, like a 
bear bereaved of her whelps ; dissatisfied with myself, with 
the providence of God, and with ahnost everything else. It 
began to grow dark, and I was eight miles from my appoint* 
ment Passing a tavern, I was hailed, and told that the bridge 
over a rapid stream, just ahead, had been swept away. Then, 
•oidl, I must ford the stream. That,I was told, would be im* 
possible, — it would cost me my life. But, said I, I must crosfi^ 

fori must preach ai ; if I cannot cross here, I mu^t go up 

the stream and cross. That, too, I was told, was impossible; 
for, besides being eight miles farther, the road was so bad and 
crooked that no one could get over it in the dark. Then, I re- 
replied, I must ford the stream here, for I must preach to-night. 
^ Well, (said the landlord, laughing,) if yon must preachy preach 
here : I can raise a dozen in the house, and perhaps another 
dozen in the neighborhood." I turned into the shed, took a 
view of the foaming stream, and became satisfied that I could 
not cross it there that night, with my life. I returned to the 
tavern — had no appetite for my supper. When all was ready, ' 
went into the hall and found perhaps twenty persons ; and 
among them two strangers, who had been detained by the rain, 
which was still pouring in torrents. When I took my seat, I 
felt subdued in spirit, melted and humbled. I wept aloud. 
My impatience during the day came up before me ; and I 
said, O Lord, I am a poor, weak, short*sighted sinner. O 
Lord, forgive, I beseech thee, my guilty murmurings this day ; 
for ^against thee, and thee only have I sinned, and done this 
evil in thy sight." I will draw a bow at a venture; place 
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ihou an ant>w in it, O tx»rd, I beseech tbee, if it can ki any 
way be for thy glory. We snng. I had great freed(Ma >in 
prayer. This place seemed very holy. My subject was, The 
saints' rest I spoke, 1. Of the nature of that rest ; 2. Of the 
persons who should enter into it ; 3. Of the way to it ; 4. Of 
its duration ; and 5. Of the misery of those who should be 
excluded from it Under the third head, after speaking d 
Christ as the way, I mentioned the duty of entire submis»on 
to God, both to his will and his providence* I related to 
the.m how unhappy I had been all that day, because I had not 
been submissive. I had had no rest, because I had desired to 
have my own way, rather than that Gk)d should have his. 
My feelings were so deep that I could scarcely speak. I 
wept, and all wept with me. In speaking of the misery of those 
who should be excluded from the saints' rest, I said I thoagiit 
it would consist chiefly in feelings of irrecondHation to God : 
and then alluding to my own case, I said, If the poor lost sin- 
ner should, to all eternity, be only as unhappy as I have been 
at times during the day, he would be the most pitiable otyeet 
in the universe. I closed by entreating my hearers, if Ihej 
would avoid the misery arising from the awful sin of irrecon- 
eiliation to God, to become reconciled to him that night The 
meeting closed with what I felt to be an awful stillness. Af- 
ter prayer in the family, all retired in silence for the night. 
I prayed and wept myself to sleep. In the morning I found 
the strangers were gone, and I resumed my journey. Beach- 
ing the place of my appointment by the bad, circuitous route, 
I learned that I was not expected, and that none collected. 
I then felt sure that God, who has all hearts in his hands as 
well as the clouds, and the rain, had some design, beyond 
what I could see, in the events of yesterday. And so it proved. 
Years afterward, as I was returning (from the anniversaries 
at Boston, I think), through New Hampshire, I passed a field 
in which I saw a man hoeing. I saw him drop his hoe and run ; 
and soon heard him calling out, < Father Sewall ! — ^is not this 
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Fabler ^wafl, or Unde Jotbaniy as they sometimes call him ?* 
I answered : I suppose I must be the man ; for I go hj those 
names sometimes. < Well, (said he,) if you are Father Sewalli 
I want to thank jou for a 8enn<m I heard you preach one rainy 

evening at •' I had almost forgotten the circumstancesi 

till he brought them to my mind. He then told me that he 
and his friend were the two strangers who were present, and thai 
they were as much dissatisfied with the rain as I had been« 
Till then, (he said,) I and my friend were hardened, self* 
righteous, impenitent sinners, and unreconciled to God. Bui 
an arrow from the Almighty reached my heart I saw myself 
a rebel against God, — a lost sinner in the road to endless death. 
I was too proud to let you know my feelings. Having no de- 
sire to eat, we left before breakfast. We rode for some miles 
in silence. At length I said to my friend, < If what that old 
man said last night is true, I am lost.' ' And so ain I, he 
said, weeping; <and if I had not thought you would have 
ridiculed me, I would have gone to him on my knees, and 
a^ed, <^ What must I do to be saved ?" Our first impulse was^ 
to return, and lay our case before you ; but we concluded thai 
you would be gone before we could reach the tavern, and so 
we rode on. After months of anxiety and distress,, we ob- 
tained peace in believing. We never meet without mentioning 
that rain, and that sermon, and the pleasant surprise we hoped 
to give you in heaven, if ever we shall be so happy as to meet 
you there. I was thinking of you and of that meeting, alone, 
when I looked up and saw you. I was sure it was you; and 
I said, I '11 give the old man that surprise now, before he gets 
to heaven. After conversing some time, and encouraging 
the man to persevere, I rode on, humbled, encouraged, and 
filled with admiration at the ways of God.' After a pause, 
your father added, < I sometimes hope to meet with many 
such pleasant surprises in heaven.' ' Who can doubt that he 
has? From the statement above made respecting the ap- 
jp^arance of the congregation that evening, it is pot unlikely 
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tlMtodier wmg ttbets oaifdhKwevmBiMSnmk^ 
Itee did nol lereal te liini. The reader wfll kbo Rnendper 
tlie im[H!e88i(ms w^kh were afiparantty made bj Ub eaiff 
preaclring^ almort wliefever he went Among all of ihes^ k 
it icarodj U> be sappesed that there wtte not mm« aanig 
imies than are generallj knomi. 

The abore incident sets befineos die principal elemeBtsef 
Aat moral power whidb he sometimes wielded orer the cook 
adenees and hearts of his hearers. One was the Apih of kit 
9wn reUffuntt experience. He knew the power <Kf Divine tmtib 
to day and make alive. He had Mi it deepi j apon his mmL 
He felt it, more or kssy eontinaallj. He eoold say, ^ We 
speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen.* 
When he Bpcke of the depravity of the human heart, the ev3 
of sin, the gaiH and danger of impeaitenee, the daims and 
sovereignty of God, the preciofisness of Christ, or the valae 
of a Obiistian hope; he spc^e of things which he had beea 
impressively taaght by the ctea£ngs of Grod with his ownsonl; 
and the nearness in which he lived to €k)d, kept the imjoes^ 
sion of these troths fresh upon his mmd. He spoke of them 
as things which hefdt; and his hearers' saw that he ^t them. 
Another element was, (^ rwufimefi and deacterkif with whUa 
ke eeized upon eircunutances, andappUedthemto the subject fm 
Mad in view. For this, his talent was remarkaMe. Many m* 
stances of it occur in his ministry. Another was, ike eniir^' 
ne$$ofhis dependence an God. When he pfeced an arrow on 
the string of the drawn bow, he fooked to God to direct it 
Indeed, he looked to God for strength to bend the bow and 
arrange the arrow. This was preeminently true of him. 
Hie flame which burned in his own heart while he addressed 
others, was kindled in private intercourse with heaven. He 
always wished to go from his closet to the desk. 

Another circumstance not so distinctly visible in the above 
Incident, which, in the opinion of the writer, oontributed to 
Ihcf eflfectiveness <€ his preaching was, tSe use wk£eh he moA 
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4^ ^ docimu of Mffim $0ven^^. We have seen tbat 
jDv«d to exhibit it Often, directly or incidentallj, it bad a 
pla/ee-inhis senncms. And oDeimportairtase which he made 
of it was, to make the impmi^ni fed tkat iheg are in tke 
hands of God* And this im^Mesaion, it is thought, he was 
flomewhat uncommonljr saccessfol in prodndng. From ^a£- 
ferent points, he would come to ^is great tnitfa; and, pomv 
ing it out^ with the deuneas and vigor of his intellect, fiom 
the full fountain of his gushing heart, he woild cause it to 
he felt He was a firm believer in the freedom of the hai> 
man will, and die ability of man todoall which God re<|nire8. 
But he never trifled with (he sinner, by aflowing him to l«- 
fieve that, at any time when he might choose, he could sun* 
4)e88fiillyeaU o^ the subject of religion, and make his peace 
with God* He lUtw an oUiquity of disposition — a latent 
deepHseateddi^pravity within — which the power of God was 
xequisito to overoome. And the question, whetiber, i:^on tlia 
given individuals before Mm, that power woidd b^ exerted^ 
east a solemn doubt ever their pioq>eet8 for eteimtj *whicli 
afiected hisown heart, and wkh whidi lie moved tfaeinu 

Before dosing, oar remarks on his soeoess, It is preper-to 
observe that no minister's usefulness is to he eatnnated'dn^ 
ply by the number of eonversions of which he is immefr 
atelj instrumental Tbeve is a ^muarcl i»jhunce^ salutaij 
and higidy importwit, whidi iTesults fioom his labors, 4aid 
which, through its entire jstruetare, Ite community ;aEoa|ii 
him 'feds. The truths whidi he exhibifes, .enforced .by the 
piety of his lile, tend to restrain vice, and pnmiote hones^, 
mdustry, intisgrity, and every :aocial virtue* His labors, (so 
lojped^) lumish the aHm^ent «ffi winch Ihe health and tirder 
of fodety Jive and thrive. His influence constitutes a salo* 
hiaous atmo^ihere, in which all that is lovely in human dia^ 
acter, And all that is.desirafale in human condition, flourish. 
And the importanee of this in a new comitry, where, as in 
A wgin aoo^, the ^eeds of vine iir mine liavejannk^growdi 
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-^ where tlie duiraeter of tlie ooimnnnity is ferming, and the 
fcondaiioDS of its inBtttiitkms are being laid, and the desti- 
aieB <Kf future generationB are being decided bj the moulding 
of the causes which are to act upon them ; it is impossible fo 
estimate. But in just that position, it will be remembered, 
ike subject of this memcNr was phioed. The ^icinitj in 
which he located himself was ahnost entirely new. The 
State, taken as a whole — and especially that portion of it to 
which his labors were principally confined — was new. Any 
one whose early recollections enable him to recall the then- 
existing state of things, or whose imagination can furnish 
him with a iol&rMy correct picture, will see that the amount 
of the good influence he exerted, immediate and remote, is 
sot easily estimated. Let him fancy a region in which die 
axe of the new settler and the smoke of the fire by which he 
was clearing his ground were almost everywhere heard and 
seen, or where these were just giving place to the next step 
In the progress of society — a region where every thing was 
in a state of formation, and where there' was a great scardty 
af religious instruction ; and is it supposable, that a man of 
Us piety, ability, and activity, could labor in such a field ad 
diligently and faithfully as he did, and not produce a most 
hai^y and lasting efiect? Or, let him fancy such a region, 
and then just totally strike out from it the agency whidi he 
exerted, and does not another picture present itself, possess* 
ii^ many unhappy and revdting features ? 

A pioneer laborer, on many accounts, possesses advantages 
which his successors cannot enjoy. He originates trains of 
infiuenee. He digs out the springs, whose fertilizing waters^ 
widening and^deepening as they go, descend to other genera- 
tions. The present pastor of DennysviUe Church, Bev. Mr. 
Steams, referring to that effective sermon which the subject 
dr this narrative {o-eached tfa^re January 1, 1804, and 
l^andng in thought ovarthe lives and infiuenee of those who 
^ere converted by its instrumentality, says, <I am this mo* 



vent fomyif impressed viliitlie tnt iOml tbat senooiif de- 
livered alHiost half a.oentoiT' a^ is now pfdibehing to -Ajs 
people.' A eorre^poiideiit m Thosndike, anoog other frai^ 
ef his eagiy labors in that vidiiitj, Apeaks of th|^ D^mx>ii% 
in 'three nei^bonDg towns, (now .gone to their reward,) whflt 
w^re pillars in the Chnrchof Christ, ^uinMSterized by Ui(^ 
piety, liberalitj, and con8isteQ<7, whose influenee was happily 
aad eifectiv^ felt, who attnbuted «their eonverwm to his k^ 
stnimentalily. These ace only^samples lof -;fiMsto which might 
be gaUi^ed from many other places. 

On « review of his histoiy, we ca^inot but devcni^y bless 
God ibr amising up>sacli an instrument fttr his wofk. Ifis^exy 
ifltence, its time and circumstances, the abilities tgiven hil% 
Ae grace imparted, his labors and his sueoess, are aU to foe 
iQSsoWedinto the sonFoeign pleaswe of -iSod; and cons^tota 
tti knpressive^ezpfessioiiof his kind jr^^acds-to oiir gieety4|p# 
growing, ^and influential State. For theae, we j<Mn our odom* 
liens and pnuses to those of many, ,wbo will forever blee^ Sa^ 
great daspoBer of .events 'that He gave ihim being. 

Before ctosingonr lemarics, we iwish .to say a word .<m * 
pc^ eonnected with his histoiy. Ji, e:diU>its, we think, jMMoe 
ef the advantages and disadvantages of ^ctemporaneons 
ivreaohkig. This method left him, mitiaiiiimelled, to adiyit 
liimself to (ucumstances, to seize i^n passing events, and ;to 
ipour forth the gushings of any rising emotion. It also caosad 
4iim to cultivate the hal»t of leaning m<Q^ entirely <^ Qed 
^an he would probably otherwise have done ; and of lookii^^ 
to him for help and guidance both as to matter «id spirit;-f^ 
«nd this, in any one, must ^ert a happy mflu^ice on Clais> 
4Saa character. On the .contrary -rr-his discomses were laot.aa 
throughly prepared as-^ey otherwise would have be^ ; and 
4re eometimes flnd:him hunentmg the emiasiQn <tf impoctailt 
thoughts which he had intended to mtroduce. Bnttbe ^prin* 
^pal disadvantage is seen toward the Qhse-of his life, jifi 
4iie habit gave scope •tO'the fire andodgor of im mind in Mf 
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better days, — it caosed his later preaohing to partake of tiie 
kifinnities of age. It is not strange that it should want, moire 
or less, the strength and effectiveness which a transcr^tioa of 
his earlier tlK>nghts would have given it It is prop^, doubt- 
less, to say, — and we think that good juc^es acquainted with 
Idm, whose observation compasses a sufficient space, wiU sua* 
, tain the remark, — that those who heard him oa\j in his later 
years, except on occasions when his mind waked vtp and 
showed something of its native power, can form but an im* 
perfect idea of the character of his early preaching. But 
even to the last, his acquiuntanoe with Divine truth, and the 
rich iimd of his religious experience, ren^red him, on te 
whole, instructive and edifying. 

We ask indulgence to add a remark or two on the extent 
of his labors. His ministry may be regarded as essentially 
dosed by the sickness with which he was attacked March 9^ 
1849. From the time of his license, May 5, 1798, to this 
date, we have fifty years, ten months, and <me week. If no 
mistake has occurred in the review of his life, he lost by sick- 
' ness, and other causes, only twenty-three Sabbaths out of this 
time, — i.e., only this number occurred in whidi he did not 
preach, at least once. During this time, he preached infour* 
teen different States, namely, Maine, New Hampshire, Yer- 
inont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, (yonnecticut, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Yir^ni% 
North Carolina, and South Cardina ; to these must be added 
the District of Columbia, and New Brunswick. He has left 
a manuscript containing a list of the places in which he 
preached, alphabetiqally arranged, with the texts used in 
each. The number of places is four hundred and thirteen. 
But this does not include the whole ; for, in a few instances, 
miincorporated plantations are associated with the adjacent 
towns ; and one place in New Brunswick is omitted. From 
this list it appears, (errors in counting excepted,) that he 
preached twelve thousand five hundred an^ ninety-thre^ 
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times. And jet, by a comparison with his diary, it i» found , 
that this list does not commence quite as early as his minis>» 
try; — and he has apprized us that this manuscript was 
copied in part from an older one, from which some minutes 
were gone. Allowing the number of times he preached after 
his sickness to balance the number thus lost, and the above 
specified Iqss of time, — and it is not half sufficient, — we , 
find by calculation, that for the whde term of fifty years and 
ten months his preaching averages more than four and a half 
times a week. He now rests from his labor. Love to his 
memory, and peace to his ashes« May the Lord raise up 
oaimy more who shall do worthily for him, and be equal 
blessings to the church and the worid. 



V ■ 



PiACSB W 



HB PRR&CHBB. 



The reader may1>e gratified with a Catalogue of the places in wbieh 
h» preached, and ihe nmnW of times in each. The figoies denote 
.the number of times. 



jkhbot . 

Addison 

Aloa . 

Albany 

Albion, 

Alfirad, . 

Alexandria, D. 0. 

Amesbnry, Mass. 

AndoTer, 

AndoTer, IC^ss. 

Anson, 

Athens^ 

Attleborongfa, Hass. 

Atkinson, 

Angnsta, 

Aron, . 

Ban^r, 

Baltimore, Md. 

Barnstable, Mass. 

Bath, • 

Belmont, 

Belfast, 

Belfast (North,) 

Belgrade, . 

Berwick, 

Bethel, 

Bethlehem, N. SL 

Biddeford, . 

Bingham, 

Black Riyer, 8. C 

Blanchard, . 

Bloorafteld, . 

BlaehiU, 

Bodoinham, 

Boothbar, 

Boston, Mass. 

Bradley, 

Bradford 

Bradford, Mass. 

Braintree, Mass. 

Brewer, 

Bristol, 

Bristol, R. I. 

Brownyille, . 

Brooklyn, N. T. 

Brooks, 

Brooksville, . 

Bninswick, 



1 
5 

M 
9 

•8 
1 

34 
5 

3 
f 

3 
10 



3 BaGkaback,Ji[..B. 

43 Backfield, 

'23 Backsport, . 

10 Burlington, • 

123 Burlington, Mass. 

3 BorrelviUe, •&. L . 

9 ByfieW, Mm». .. 

5 v/aiais, ... 
.8 CamlHidge, Mass. 
.3 Camden, 

95 Campo Bello, K. B. 
■4 Canaan, 

6 Canterbpiy, K. H* 

4 Cape Elizabeth, . 
222 Carmel, 

10 Carthage, .... 6 

84 Castine, .... 82 

8 Center Harbor, N. H. . . 18 

8 Centenrille, Va. . . . 1 

96 Charleston, . . b . I 

8 Charleston, S. C. . . .11 
13 Chariestown, Mass. . 10 
24 Chariestown, R. I. 1 
18 C^iarlottesTiUe, Va. . 8 
77 Chatham, N.H. ... 4 
39 Chesapeake Bay, Brig OUve, 1 
46 Chester, (on the Penobscot,) 6 

7 (Chester, Penn. ... 2 
75 ChestenrUle, . . • . 1368 

1 Cherryfield, .... 88 

5 China, 10 

184 Clinton, .... 32 

39 Colambja, .... 30 

7 Colambia, Va. ... 1 

10 Concord, Vt , . * . 6 

26 GonwaT,N. H. . . . 1 

23 Cornish, N.H. ... 2 

5 Comyille, .... 8 

6 Corinna, .... 6 

9 Cooper, . . . .19 
133 Crawford, .... 1 

29 Culpepper, Va. ... 3 

4 Cumberland, . .26 

6 Cumberland, R. L .8 

3 Cushing, . . . .* 5 

2 Danrers, Mass. .10 
13 DanTiUe, .... 12 

159 Dartmoitlii, Mast. • t 
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DaTistown, . 
Dead River, . 
Dedham, 
Dedhanif Mass. 
"Deer Isle, 
Deer Isle, N. B. 
DennTSviile, 
Dexter, 

Dinwiddle, Va. 
Dixfield, 
Dixmont, 
Dorchester, Mass. 
Dover, 
Darham, 
Darham, N. H. 
Dooglass, Mass. 
Eaton, N. H. 
XIastport, 
Edinburgh, . 
Edisto Island, S. C 
Edgecomb, . 
E. Greenwich, B. 
Elliot, . 
Ellsworth, . 
Elkton, Md. . 
Emden, 
Enfield, 
Exeter, 
Exeter, N. H. 
Fairfield, 
Fairhaven, Mass. 
Falmouth, 
Falmouth, Mass. 
Farmington, 
Fayette, 
Fayetteville, N. C. 
Foster, R. L 
Foxcroft, 
Franconia, N. H. 
Frankfort, 
Franklin, 
Freedom, 
Freeman, . 
Freetown, Mass. 
Freeport, 
Friendship 
Fiyeburg, 
Gardiner, 
Garland, 
Georgetown, 
Georgetown, D. C 
Gilead, . 
Gihaanton, N. H. 
Qloucester, Mass. 



. 10 Gloucester, R. L . .9 

. 70 Goochl^d, Va. ... 1 

. 12 Gorham, . . .18 

. 16 Gouldsborough, . .19 

. 14 Grand Falls, Passadumkeag 
. S Stream, ... I 

. 41 GranviUe, N. 0. ... 6 

. 16 Gray, 4 

1 Green, .... 8 
. 192 Greenland, N. H. . .2 
. 51 Greenwich, Conn. . . 2 
. 19 Guildhall, Vt ... 4 
. 2 Guilford, .... 8 
. 17 Guilford, N. H. ... 80 

5 Hallowell, .... 106 

2 Hampden, .... 145 

8 Hampton, N. H. . . .20 
. 55 Hanover, Mass. ... 1 

6 Harmony, .... 4 
2 Harpswell, .... 119 

. 49 Harrington, .... 8 

. 10 Hartfonl, .... 7 

1 Haverhill, Mass. ... 4 

9 Hebron, . . .18 

1 Hiram, . . • . S 

7 Hodgden, .... 7 
. 28 Homs,N. H. . . .2 

2 Hope, 18 

6 Hopkinton, R. I. . .4 

. 218 Houlton, . . . .49 

1 Howland, .... 16 

. 19 Hunt's Meadow, (Eastern 
. 9 Biver,) ... 2 

. 497 Industry, .... 210 

. 240 Isleborough, ... 8 

8 Ipswich, Mass. ... 9 
. 13 Jackson, . . ^ . .4 

9 Jay, 20 

51 Jefferson, . . . .28 

. 104 Jonesborough, . . .19 

. 37 Johnson, R. I. . .8 

. 14 John's Island, S. C. . .1 

. 31 Kennebunk, .42 

1 Kennebunk Port, .19 
. 15 Killingly, Conn. ... 4 

2 Kingfield, .... 84 
6 Kingston, Mass. . . . 5 ' 

. 15 Kingston, N. H. . .1 

. 20 KirUand, .... 8 

. 27 Kittery, .... I 

4 Knox, 15 

. 10 Lakd Settlement, . . .11 

. 26 Lee, 88 

8 lievtnt, .... I 
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liaierick. 


S 


Linooln, 


. 8S 


I^inoolnTtlle, 


7 


Xitch6eld, 


. 26 


Little CoaptoB, B. L . 


. IS 


Lisbon, 


. S 


LiTermore, . 


3 


I^zington, . 


. 45 


lioadon, N. H. 


1 


liOTell, . . . . 


6 


Lowell, 


. 12 


Machias, 


. 238 


MackadaTT.N.B. 


4 


HcKinnytbwn, (Sebasti 


loook 


Hirer,) . . 


. I 


Ifadison, 


. 49 


lladrid, 


. 11 


Manchester, Kass. 


. 8 


ICariayiile, . 


. 4 


liarblehead, KaM. 


. S 


Martha's Vineyard, Mai 


■. . 20 


Matowamkeag, 


. 13 


Matamisoontis, • \ . 


4 


Maxfidd, 


1 


Mecklenburg, Ya. 


2 


Medwaj, Mass. . 


. 8 


Mendon, Mass. 


. I 


Mercer, 


• 77 


Meredith, N. H. . . 


. 83 


Mexico, 


. 6 


Middleboro, Mass. 


. 1 


Middletown, Cotol 


• 1 


Milford, 


. 17 


Milo, . . . . 


3 


Monmouth, • 


. 40 


Momioello, 


. 19 


Monson, 


. I 


Mount Vernon, . 


. 44 


Monltonborongh, K. H. 


. 1 


Mount Desert, . 


. 27 


Monroe, 


. 10 


Kew Bedford, Mass. 


. 6 


Kewbnrgh, . 


. 26 


Kewburyport^ Mass. 


. 47 


New Castle, . 


. 158 


New Gloucester, . 


. 11 


' New Hampton, N. H. . 


. 2 


Kewmarket, N. U. 


. 10 


Newport, 


. 1»5 


Newport, U. H. 


- 2 


Newport, R. I. 
New Portland, 


5 


. 48 


New Shaion, 


. 171 


New Vineyard, 


. . 29 



Kew Totk City, 

Newry, 
KoUeboro, 
Korridgewock, 
Northfield, . 
Korthfieid, N. H. 
Northbridge, Mass. 
North Kingston, B. L 
Northport, . 
Korthwood, N. H. 
North Yarmouth, 
Norway, 

Nottingham, N. H. 
Ho. 6. (East of Spring 
Oak Hill, 
Old Town, . 
Ohio, . 
Orfbrd, N. H. 
Orland, 
Orono, 
Orrington, 
Ossipee, N. H. 
Palmyra, 
Palermo, 
Paris, 

Passadumkeag, 
Pawtuxet, R. L 
Patricktown, 
Fatten, 
Pembroke, . 
Pembroke, N. H^ 
Penobscot, . 
Perry, . 

Philadelphia, Penn. 
Phillips, 
Fhipsburg, .. 
Pittsfield, 
Pittsfield, N. H. 
Pittston, 
Plymouth, 
Plymouth, Mass. 
Plymouth, N. H. 
Portland, 

Portsmouth, H. H. 
Pownal, 
Princeton, N. J. 
Prospect, 

Proyincetown, Mass. 
Pfovidence, B. L 
Quincy, Mass. 
Baleigh, N.C. 
Randolph, N. H. 
Beadfield, . 
Beading, .Mms. 



8 
8 

8 

. 178 

. 41 

. 10 

1 

8 

. 11 

8 

. 12 

7 

4 

gfield,). 28 

! ss 

9 

1 
. 17 
. 27 
. 78 
. 8 
. 14 
. 7 
. 6 
. 8 
. 1 
. 1 



55 
1 

40 

13 

13 

69 

8 

7 

4 

40 

1 

I 

3 

1^ 

4 

« 

1 

19 

136 

20 

2 

4 

1 

71 
1 
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Behoboth, Mass. . 


. 3 


Richmond, 


5 


•Robinston, ... 


. 62 


Rochester, Mass. . 


1 


Rome, 


4 


Rowley, Mass. 


. 3 


Bnmford, . . < 


. 161 


Saco, . . . , 


. . 7 


8alem, . . ' . ' 


. 55 


Salem, Mass. 


. 19 


Sanbornton, N. H. 


. 3 


Sandwich, N. H. 


. 3 


Sandwich, Mass. 


. 3 


Sangerville, . 


. 12 


Seabrook, N. H. . 


2 


Searsmont, • 


7 


Debec, • 


. 17 


Sedgwick, . 


9 


Scarboro, 


. 12 


Scitaate, R. I. 


" . 2 


Sidney, . . 


. 42 


Shelburne, N. H. . 


. 12 


Skowhegan, 


. 17 


Smithfield, R.I..'. 


7 


Solon, . . . . 


. 44 


South Kingston, R. I. 


. 25 


Springfield, . 


. 33 


St. Albans, . 


. 3 


St. Andrews, N. B. 


. 11 


St George, . 


. 1 


Standish, 


. I 


Starks, . 


. 110 


Stetson, 


6 


Steuben, 


. 26 


Stonington, Conn. 


. 3 


Stratham, N. H. . 


. 30 


Strong, 


. 141 


Sullivan, 


. 69 


Sumner, , . ' , 


. 14 


Sunabecky . 


« 10 


Surry, . . . , 


. 33 


Sutton, Mass. 


5 


SwanvUle, . 


. 12 


Tamworth, N. H. 


1 


Taunton, Mass. . 


. 6 


Temple, 


. 186 


Tiverton, R. I. . 


. 24 


Thomaston, 


. 45 


Thomdike, . 


. 5 


Thornton, N. H. . 


. 5 


Topsbam, 


. 113 


Topsfield^ . 


. I 



Trenton, 


. 12 


Troy, . 


. 11 
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INDEX. 

Trs following items, additional to those specified in the Table of 
Contents, are inserted for the convenience of the reader. 

Anecdote of Rev. Jonathan Scott, p. 130. 

Call to the Ministry, his view of, 812. Cent Society, (note.) 123. 
Consociation formea at Winthrop, 172. Churches formed, at Ilallowell, 
66 ; Chesterville, 68; New Sharon, 69; Sullivan, 88; Bloomfield, 8G; 
Industry, 92; Bumford, 126; Albion, 129; Andover, 187; Starks, 137; 
Unity, 141; Bingham, 146; Dennysville, 151; Dixfield, 162; Dixmont, 
168; Solon, 162; Portland, 8d. 169 ; Union, 2d. 176; Weld, 178; Strong, 
184; Bobbinston,192; Pittston, 199; Fairfield, 214; Farmington, 215; 
Kingfield, 246; Castine, 2d. 260; Eastport, (Unitarian,) 262; Warren, 
2d. 290; Wiscasset, 2d. 294; Bangor. (Hammond Street,; 316; Wilton, 
285; Freeman, 287; Northfield, 830 ; Whitney ville, 830 ; Passadumlceag, 
866 ; Bethel, 876. Church received to fellowship, in Temple, 179. 

Deaths.— Rev. Samuel Sewall, 281; Rev. Fifield Holt, 801; Rev. Charles 
Jenkins, 811 ; Rev. Daniel Lovejov, 816 ; Rev. Mr. Sargent, 236 ; Rev. 
Samuel Johnson, 880; Rev. Mr. (>ould, 858; Rev. Wimam May, 868; 
Daniel Sewall, Esq. 868; Mr. George J. Homer, 865; Gen. Henry 
SewaU, 866. Deist, abused by, 101. Dismissions,— ^ev. Mr. Powers, 
84; Rev. Mr. Cay ford, 199; Rev. John Crosby, 308; Himself, 321. 

InstaUation8^--Rev. Mr. Cayford, 180; Himself, 247; Rev. Daniel Love- 
joy, 297; Kev. Oren Sikes, 816; Rev. Nathaniel Chapman, 821; Rev. 
J. N. Whipple, 821; Rev. Jotham Sewall, ir. 340, 868; Rev. J. R. 
Munsel, 846; Rev. J. T. Hawes, 346; Rev. Daniel Sewall, 346, 367; 
Rev. William J. Breed, 346. Interesting visit to a sick Lawyer, 373. 

Kennebeck Conference of GHferches formed, 261. 

Licensed, Messrs. Samuel Sewall and Daniel Lovejoy, 146. 

* Monument Church,* Richmond, Ya., 256. 

Narrowly escaped drowning, 342. Near being killed bv lightning, 288. 

Ordinations, — Rev. Samuel Sewall, 168; Rev. David Thurston, 168 ; Rev. 
Daniel Loveioy, 171; Rev. David Smith, 180; Rev. Nathan S. S. Bee- 
man, 184; Kev. Henry Sewall, 199; Rev. John W. RlUngwood, 199; 
Rev. Daniel Kendrick, 199; Rev. Mr. White, (at Wells.) 200; Rev. 
Fifield Holt, 218; Rev. Josiah Peet, 213; Rev. Hezekiah Hall, 216; 
Rev. David Starret, 266; Rev. Nathaniel Chapman, 270; Rev. Jotham 
SewaU, jr. 270; Rev. Charles Jenkins, 278; Rev. Joseph Underwood, 
281; Rev. Isaac Rogers, 281; ReV. Josiah Tucker, 282; Rev. Jacob 
Hardy, 282; Rev. Hermon Stinson, 297; Rev. Simeon Hacket, 801; 
Rev. (jreorge E. Adams, 301; Rev. Daniel Libby, 311; Rev. Samuel 
Talbot, 311; Rev. Asa Buliard, 811; Rev. Josiah Fisher, 311; Rev. 
Wales Lewis, 311; Rev. Mr. Fisk, 311; Rev. John A. Vinton, 811; 
Rev. Isaac £. Wilkins, 811; Rev. Alden Boynton, 811; Rev. William 
Davenport, 330; Rev. Daniel Sewall, 381; Rev. E. S. Hopkins, 345; 
Rev. David B. Sewall, 362; Rev. J. H. Conant, 868; Rev. Mr. Pond, 
868; Rev. A. Morton, 363; Rev. Elijah Kellogg, 363; Rev. Stephen H. 
Hayes, 863; Rev. Mr. Copeland, 367; Rev. S&. Chapman, 867; Rev. 
Pliny F. Barnard, 871; Rev. Mr. Clark, 874. 

Quarterly Concert of Prayer, 68. 

Requested to settle at Bloomfield, 172; at Norridgewock, 177. 

Bhockine effects of Intemperance, 203. Shock of an earthquake, 148. 

Tempted to Infidelity, 15. 

Union Conference formed, 96. 
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